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Dad charged
in fatal pit
bull at tack
BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH | Th e fath er of th e 6-
year-old boy wh o died Ju ly 29
after bein g m au led  by th e
fam ily’s p it  bu ll h as been
ch arged in  con n ection  with
th e in ciden t.

William  D. Abbott, 33, of
East William  Street Exten sion ,
was ch arged Wedn esday with
en dan gerin g th e welfare of a
ch ild, accordin g to Steuben
Coun ty auth orit ies.

Dist rict  At torn ey Joh n
Tun n ey said th e ch arges stem
from  wh at h e called “an  em i-
n en tly preven table acciden t.”

Abbott ’s son , Saben  Jon es-
Abbot t , 6, was reported ly
feedin g th e fam ily’s 6- to 8-
m on th -old p it  bu ll late in  th e
m orn in g wh en  th e puppy
allegedly attacked h im . 

Th e fath er reportedly foun d
th e boy lyin g un respon sive
on  th e groun d n ear th e p it
bu ll, approxim ately 15 m in -
utes after th e attack occurred.

Jon es-Abbott was later pro-

n oun ced dead at  Ira
Daven port Mem orial Hospital
an d  taken  to  th e Mon roe
Coun ty Medical Exam in er’s
Office in  Roch ester for an
autopsy. Th e pit bull was euth -
an ized at th e own er’s request
an d also sen t to th e m edical
exam in er’s office in  Roch ester.

Th e boy was bu ried
Saturday.

SEE CHARGED | 10A

Jones-Abbot t

C-PP board gets
super h irin g t ips
BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

PAINTED POST | As th e
Corn in g-Pain ted sch ool board
goes about select in g a replace-
m en t for Judith  Staples, m em -
bers will weigh  th e advice
from  som eon e wh o h as seen
m ore th an  few superin ten d-
en t search es.

Th e board  is seekin g an
in terim  superin ten den t an d a
perm an en t  rep lacem en t  for
Staples, wh o an n oun ced h er
ret irem en t in  Ju ly. 

GST BOCES Superin ten den t
Ton y Mich a em ph asized th e
key poin ts to con sider wh ile
search in g for a superin ten d-

en t wh en  h e addressed th e
board  du rin g its m eet in g
Wedn esday.

Am on g th e areas covered
were item s to con sider if th e
board ch ooses to h ire a con -
su ltan t to aid in  th e search .
Mich a said th e board sh ould
decide wh eth er th e con sultan t
will h elp design  th e search
process an d if th e con sultan t
will perform  backgroun d
ch ecks on  all th e can didates.

“Make sure th e can didate is
cert ifiable in  th e state of New
York,” h e said. “It ’s a m isde-
m ean or to h ire som eon e wh o
isn ’t  cert ifiable.”

SEE C-PP | 5A

RACING THUNDER IN THE GLEN

No clear favorite for
Sunday’s race in  Watkins

BY DERRICK EK
dek@the-leader.com

WATKINS GLEN | Let ’s
cut righ t to th e ch ase. 

Com e Sun day aftern oon
of NASCAR Nextel Cup
weeken d at Watkin s Glen
In tern at ion al, after all
th ose Italian  sausages h ave
been  wolfed down  an d all
th ose can s of Coors Ligh t
h ave been  guzzled, th ere’s
really on ly on e th in g th at
m atters:

Wh ich  driver winds up in
the winner’s circle after the
Cen turion  Boats at The Glen .

So, wh o’s it  goin g to be?
“Jeff Gordon ,” said 13-

year-old Ricky Margeson  of
Pen n  Yan , wh o was am on g

th e th ron g of fan s wh o
gath ered  at  Wedn esday’s
“Racin g Th un der in  th e
Glen ” at  Sen eca Harbor
Park in  Watkin s Glen .

“Ton y Stewart ,” said
Todd Hayward of Hector.
“He’s got  a p ret ty good
track record up th ere.”

“Casey Mears,” said Cody
O’Dell of Green wood, wh o
was doin g som e recru it in g
at a Nation al Guard ten t.
“Th e Guard spon sors h im ,
so I gotta support our boy,
of course. An d h e’s been
run n in g good  th e past
th ree or four weeks.”

Of course, th ere’s n oth -
in g wron g with  goin g with
a sen t im en tal favorite,
eith er.

“I’ll h ave to say Mark
Mart in ,” said Jan  Arcan geli,
wh o was peddlin g pu lled
pork san dwich es at  th e
Sm oke ‘N Bon es BBQ ten t.

SEE GLEN | 10A

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

Angel Espinoza negot iates a video game version of W atkins Glen Internat ional
on Wednesday evening near Robby Gordon’s show car and  hauler.

But it won’t
be Mark
Martin
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Space Shut t le Endeavour lif t s off  Wednesday from the  Kennedy
Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. 

Shuttle blasts off with  teacher on  board

Kuh l’s
office to
upgrade
security
BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

CORNING | Th e Bath  office
of U.S. Rep. Joh n  R “Ran dy”
Kuh l Jr., R-Ham m on dsport ,
will receive security upgrades
in  part as a reaction  to a group
of war protesters wh o were
arrested  in  Kuh l’s o ffice
Mon day.

“Th ere is an  elevated th reat
level out th ere, n ot n ecessarily
from  th ese people,” Kuh l said.
“We h ave been  told by th e
Capitol Police, wh ich  is th e
security force for all Con gress
an d  all th e Wash in gton
m eth odology, to n otify th em
of an y disruption s, an yth in g
out of th e ordin ary, an yth in g
th at can  be con sidered suspi-
cious.”

Kuh l said h e h ad been  con -
siderin g beefin g up security at
h is office on  Buell Street even
before five Ith aca residen ts
were arrested by Bath  police. 

He cited th e in ciden t on
Oct. 15, 1992 in  wh ich  Joh n  T.
Miller killed four social service
workers at  th e Sch uyler
Coun ty Office Build in g as a
reason  wh y upgradin g security
at h is office m ay be n ecessary.

“We are n ow m akin g sure
approp riate m easu res are
taken  so th at  peop le wh o
aren ’t  auth orized to com e in
can ’t  com e in ,” Kuh l said .
“I’m  n ot goin g to h ave durin g
m y term  of office a n egative
in ciden t. We’re goin g to take
approp riate secu rity p rovi-
sion s to do th at.”

Kuh l said  th e Gen eral
Service Agen cy did a th orough
survey of h is Bath  office an d
suggested a n um ber of securi-
ty m easures h e sh ould take. 

“Th e report  we’ve got  is
m ore exten sive th an  wh at
n eeds to be don e, in  m y opin -
ion ,” Kuh l said. “We’re on ly
goin g to do wh at’s n ecessary
to secure th e p lace so em ploy-
ees are absolu tely protected
from  outside th reats.”

Kuh l would n ot say wh at
m easures would be taken  to
in crease security. He did say
th e cost would be covered by
th e federal govern m en t.

SEE KUHL | 10A

BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA. | Space
sh utt le En deavour roared in to orbit
Wedn esday carryin g teach er-astron aut
Barbara Morgan , wh o was fin ally fu l-
fillin g th e dream  of Ch rista McAuliffe
an d th e rest of th e fallen  Ch allen ger
crew.

En deavour an d its crew of seven  rose
from  th e seaside pad at 6:36 p.m .,
righ t on  t im e, an d p ierced a solid ly
blue sky. Th ey are expected to reach
th e in tern at ion al space stat ion  on
Friday.

On ce En deavour was safely past th e
73-secon d m ark of th e fligh t , th e
m om en t wh en  Ch allen ger exploded
sh ort ly after th e call “Go at th rott le
up ,” Mission  Con t ro l exclaim ed ,
“Morgan  racin g toward space on  th e
win gs of a legacy.”

Im m ed iately after th e sh u t t le
reach ed  orb it , Mission  Con t ro l
an n oun ced, “For Barbara Morgan  an d
h er crewm ates, class is in  session .”

Morgan  was McAuliffe’s backup for
Ch allen ger’s doom ed laun ch  in  1986
an d, even  after two space sh utt le d is-
asters, n ever swayed in  h er dedicat ion
to NASA an d th e agen cy’s on -an d-off

quest to sen d a sch oolteach er in to
space. Sh e rocketed away in  th e cen ter
seat of th e cabin ’s lower com partm en t,
th e sam e seat th at h ad been  occupied
by McAuliffe.

McAuliffe’s m oth er, Grace Corrigan ,
watch ed th e laun ch  on  TV from  h er
h om e in  Massach uset ts. “I’m  very
h appy th at it  wen t up safely,” sh e said.
“We all sen d h er our love,” sh e added,
h er voice breakin g.

More th an  h alf o f NASA’s 114
Teach er-in -Space n om in ees in  1985
gath ered at th e laun ch  site, alon g with

SEE SHUTTLE | 5A
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JASON COX

•  For an in-depth 
preview of this weekend’s
races at Watkins Glen
International, see Flag To
Flag.
•  For details on tonight’s
Race Fever block party in
Corning, see wknd.
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