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Larger troop cuts
may be possible
BY ROBERT BURNS
AP Military Writer

WASHINGTON | Defen se
Secretary Robert  Gates
raised th e possibility Friday
of cutt in g U.S. troop levels
in  Iraq to 100,000 by th e
en d  o f n ext  year, well
beyon d th e cuts Presiden t
Bush  h as approved.

St ressin g th at  h e was
expressin g a h ope, n ot an
adm in istrat ion  p lan , Gates
said it  was possible th at con -
d it ion s in  Iraq  wou ld
im prove en ough  to m erit
m uch  deeper t roop  cu ts
th an  are curren t ly sch ed-
u led for 2008.

SEE TROOP | 2A
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WASHINGTON | U.S. Rep.
Joh n  R. “Ran dy” Kuh l Jr.
agrees with  m ost of th e Iraq
war p lan  Presiden t  Bush
exp lain ed  to  th e n at ion
Th ursday n igh t.

Th e gradual draw-down  of
n early 30,000 troops in  th e
n ext year is a good sign , Kuh l
said, but m ore h as to be don e
to en courage d ip lom acy in
Iraq  an d  th rough ou t  th e
region .

“Th e presiden t touted th e
successes o f th e secu rity
p rogress over th e last  12
weeks, but th e focus of th is
progress can  n ot solely rely on
U.S. m ilitary operat ion ,” Kuh l
said Friday.

“Wh ile th e presiden t feels
th at th e foun dat ion  for all
oth er progress in  Iraq is th e
security th at our n ation ’s 

SEE KUHL | 5A

Kuhl backs
Bush on 
Iraq plan
Seeks progress in
diplom atic efforts

BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

ELM IRA | Th e in cum ben t
an d ch allen ger for Ch em un g
Coun ty d istrict  attorn ey con -
t in ued a con ten t ious bat t le
Friday over stat ist ical data on e
says is flawed an d th e oth er
says proves th e coun ty is in
n eed of a ch an ge.

Earlier th is
week, District
Attorn ey Joh n
Trice said ch al-
len ger Weeden
Wetm ore is
usin g flawed
an d m islead-
in g data on
th e perform -

an ce of Trice’s office. 
Friday, Trice again  took

um brage with  n um bers used

by Wetm ore’s
c a m p a i g n ,
sayin g th e
c h a l l e n g e r ’s
n um bers are
flawed.

W e t m o r e
h as cited num -
bers from  th e

state Division  o f Crim in al
Just ice Services th at sh ow at
least 195 cases h ave been  dis-
m issed in  th e seven  years Trice
h as served as district attorn ey.
A failure to prosecute th e cases
in  a t im ely m an n er is th e rea-
son  cited . Con versely, just
seven  dism issals were reported
from  1995-99, Wetm ore said.

Trice said th ose n um bers are
wron g.

SEE ATTACKS | 5A
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WAYLAND | Two broth ers
were ch arged  Friday with
breakin g in to a village resi-
den ce an d forcibly rapin g a
wom an  wh o was asleep in side.

Louis S. Earley, 23, of Bath ,
an d h is h alf-broth er, Herbert
“Duan e” Wood Jr., 20, o f
Waylan d, each  face ch arges of
first-degree rape. 

First-degree rape is pun ish -
able by up to 25 years in  state
prison .

Both  m en  were arraign ed in

Waylan d Village Court  an d
sen t back to th e Livin gston
Coun ty Jail, wh ere th ey were
bein g h eld  on  un related
felon y ch arges.

Also, both  m en  are curren tly
on  parole.

Earley served t im e in  state
prison  for secon d-degree crim -
in al m isch ief an d th ird-degree
burglary. He was paroled Aug.
30, 2007.

In form ation  for Wood was
n ot im m ediately available.

Both  m en  will appear in
court at a later date.

Brothers charged
in  Wayland rape

TRICE

Trice, Wetm ore
con tinue attacks

WETMORE

JASON COX | THE LEADER

Jeff  Wild, of It haca, walks his dog, Arct ic Tundra,  along a segment  of t he Catherine Valley Trail, whic h goes through
Queen Catherine’s Marsh near Montour Falls. The t rai l was paved this summer.

Lookin g for a good spot to go
leaf-peepin g th is fall?

Th e st ill-un fin ish ed Cath arin e
Valley Trail, as it  is, offers a prim e
outdoor recreat ion  spot . Rough ly
six m iles of th e t rail are curren t ly
accessible for cyclin g, joggin g an d
walkin g. 

Trail work h as con t in ued to
progress th is sum m er, said  Mich elle
Ben jam in  of th e Frien ds of th e
Cath arin e Valley Trail, th e group
th at  h as been  coord in at in g th e
h uge p ro ject , wh ich  began  in  th e
late 1990s.

A m ile-lon g stretch  th at cuts
th rough  Queen  Cath arin e’s Marsh
between  Mon tour Falls an d Watkin s
Glen  was surfaced th is sum m er,
Ben jam in  said. It  h asn ’t  officially
open ed because a bit  of work
rem ain s at th e Watkin s Glen  en d,
sh e said. 

However, folks are already usin g it.
Also, Ben jam in  added, work h as

been  don e to th e n orth  an d south  of
th e pedestrian  bridge th at crosses
over state Route 14 n ear Millport,
Ben jam in  said. 

For a lon g t im e, th e bridge was th e
butt of jokes because it  d idn ’t  con -
n ect to an yth in g, but th at will soon
ch an ge, it  appears.

Th e CVT, a rails-to-trails project,
h as been  built  largely with  state
m on ey, usin g crews from  th e state
Departm en t of Parks, Recreation  an d
Historic Preservation . Local an d
coun ty govern m en ts h ave also been
ch ippin g in .

SEE TRAIL | 8A

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Today | History walk with Gary
Emerson, 9 a.m., Genesee Street,
Montour Falls.
Oct . 13 | Nature walk with Kate
Bartholomew, 9 a.m., Genesee Street,
Montour Falls.
Oct . 20 | Friends of the CVT fall
open house, 9-11 a.m., Montour Falls
Fire Hall.
For details, call 535-4300 or go to
www.schuylerny.com.

HISTORY, NATURE AND EXERCISE

Trail expands in Catharine Valley

JASON COX | THE LEADER

A shady ravine just  of f  t he Cat har ine Valley Trail is  lit  by lat e af t ernoon
sunlight .

Story by Derrick Ek | dek@the-leader.com
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