
A
s recen tly as six m on th s
ago, th e biggest ch allen ge
facin g th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post sch ool d is-
trict  was developin g a

facilit ies p lan  th at addressed th e dis-
trict ’s deteriorat in g m iddle sch ools an d
n eeds at oth er bu ild in gs.

However, a series of even ts – in clud-
in g th e public’s reject ion  of two district
budgets an d th e early ret irem en t of
Superin ten den t Judith  Staples – h ave
push ed facilit ies out of th e lim eligh t
an d on to th e back burn er.

Sch ool board presiden t Bill Carlson
said facilit ies aren ’t  likely to top th e
board’s agen da for th e foreseeable
future.

“I th in k it ’s safe to say th ere will n ot
be a vote on  an y facilit ies issue th is
year,” Carlson  said.
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CORNING | Th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post  sch ool d ist rict
will receive fin an cial support
from  th e Corn in g In c.
Foun dat ion  for th e
In tern at ion al Baccalau reate
program .

Krist in  Swain , presiden t of
th e Corn in g Foun dation , said
Friday th e organ izat ion  would
provide a $330,000 gran t for
th e IB program . Th e m on ey
will cover m an y of th e pro-
gram ’s costs for th e n ext two
sch ool years.

“Th e decision  was m ade
based on  our previous partn er-
sh ip with  th e district ,” Swain
said. “We’ve been  fun din g th e
Quan tum  Leap in it iat ive an d,
m ost recen tly, we’ve awarded
a gran t to support th e IB pro-
gram  im plem en tat ion  in  th e
two m idd le an d  two h igh
sch ools.”

Mike Gin alski, Corn in g-
Pain ted Post act in g superin -
ten den t, said som e of th e
m on ey will h elp cover costs th e
district could n ot m eet th is year
because it is on  a con tin gen cy
budget. Th e gran t relieves costs
th at would h ave to be sh oul-

dered by taxpayers.
“We h ave been  h avin g con -

versation s with  th em  th rough -
out th e fall on  ways to h elp
with  som e staff developm en t
costs,” Gin alski said. “We’re
st ill early in  th e im plem en ta-
t ion  of th e program . Th ere is
st ill a n eed for in ten sive staff
developm en t.”

Gin alski said th e two-year
com m itm en t will also fun d
curricu lum  developm en t an d
align m en t.

Gin alski said  th e d ist rict
m ust pay $88,000 a year to
belon g to th e IB program  an d
buy tests. Most  o f th e
$600,000 th e district  spen t on
th e program  th is year wen t to
staff developm en t.

Swain  said  th e Corn in g
Foun dation  provided $1.8 m il-
lion  from  2003 th rough  th e
2006-07 sch ool year to start
th e IB program . Sh e said th e
early success of th e program
in fluen ced  th e Corn in g
Foun dation ’s decision  to con -
t in ue fun din g.

“Test scores for th e studen ts
at th e h igh  sch ool level h ave
been  st ron g, com parable 
to oth er sch ool d istricts 

SEE CORNING | 2A

Corning Inc.
to help fund
IB program
Com pany pleased with
C-PP test score results 

District
m akes do
as facilities
take back
seat 

“We’ve got our finger in
the dam. W hen it rains,
that’s not to say we don’t
have a leak here or there.”
Bob Rossi, NSB principal

BY BOB RECOTTA
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Newer lockers have been added, 
but  t he ones in place when Northside

Blodget t  opened in 1922 are st ill used.

An eighth-grade science room was one of t he areas t o receive work
through the dist rict ’s ongoing maintenance plan. Th e room st ill
lacks many of t he features necessary in science labs .
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ELM IRA |  With  a vote
sch eduled th is week to over-
ride Presiden t  George W.
Bush ’s veto of th e expan sion
of th e State Ch ildren ’s Health
In suran ce program  (SCHIP),
supporters of th e program  are
rallyin g to sway a h an dfu l of
con gressm en  to ch an ge th eir
votes.

Dem ocrat ic Gov. Elio t
Spitzer was at South ern  Tier
Ped iat rics in  Elm ira on
Satu rday to  u rge th e con -
st ituen ts of U.S. Rep. Joh n  R.
“Ran dy” Kuh l Jr., R-
Ham m on dsport, to voice th eir
support for th e program .

“We are m ired in  a debate in
an  effort  to in sure th e 400,000
kids in  th e state of New York
th at don ’t  h ave h ealth  in sur-
an ce, 10,000 with in  Con -
gressm an  Kuh l’s d ist rict
alon e,” Sp itzer said . “Yet ,
som eh ow we can ’t  fin d  it
with in  ourselves to provide a
lit t le bit  of fin an cial assistan ce 
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Spitzer stum ps for
override on  SCHIP 

BOB RECOTTA | THE LEADER

Gov. Eliot  Spitzer speaks to
a gathering at  Southern Tier
Pediat rics Saturday about
the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program. Despite
bipart isan support  in both
houses of Congress, Pres-
ident  George W. Bush
vetoed the bill.
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