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BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | Distin ct differ-
en ces em erged am on g th e two
can didates run n in g for city
m ayor wh en  th ey spoke to
Rotarian s Th ursday aftern oon .

Abou t  75 club m em bers
filled  th e Rad isson  Hotel
Corn in g to h ear th e cam paign
platform s of Dem ocrat Mayor
Fran k P. Cocch o an d h is oppo-
n en t, Republican  Tom  Reed.

Cocch o focused  on  th e
accom plish m en ts of h is first
two years in  office an d prom -
ised m ore of th e sam e if re-
elected.

“Experien ce is th e best
teach er,” Cocch o said. “Look
at th e record, if you like th e
record re-elect m e to an oth er
two years in  office.”

Reed  spoke abou t  lon g-

ran ge goals for th e city, som e-
th in g h e claim s Cocch o often
ign ores.

SEE DEBATE | 10A

IF YOU GO 
The mayoral candidates will
debate at 7 p.m. Monday at
the East High auditorium. The
debate will be sponsored by
WETM Newschannel 18 and
The Leader.

BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

ADDISON |  An th on y
Fazzary’s fu tu re with  th e
Addison  sch ool d istrict  is st ill
up in  th e air.

Addison  Superin tenden t Betsy
Stiker said she and the school
board are workin g with  th e
Addison  Teachers Association  to
decide Fazzary’s future. Fazzary,
43, pleaded guilty to m isde-
m ean or public lewdn ess
Monday in  Erwin  Town Court.

Fazzary was charged in  July
after being caugh t m asturbating
in  h is car in  the Gang Mills Wal-
Mart parking lot. Shortly before
th e begin n in g of th e sch ool
year, the district reassigned Faz-
zary, who had been  a physical

e d u c a t i o n
teach er at
T u s c a r o r a
E l e m e n t a r y
School.

In  August ,
m an y paren ts
in  th e district
said  th ey

would n ot let th eir ch ildren
start  sch ool if Fazzary was
allowed to teach .

Stiker said Fazzary h as n o
con tact with  studen ts in  h is
n ew assign m en t.

“His status h as n ot
ch an ged,” St iker said. “He’s on
adm in ist rat ive assign m en t .
Because of th e process, I can ’t
m ake an y oth er com m en ts.”

SEE TEACHER | 10A

BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com.

BATH | Th e d ispu te between
labor an d th e developer of win d
farm  p ro jects in  th e Town  of
Coh octon  was pu t  to  rest
Th ursday.

Rep resen t at ives fro m  p ro ject
d evelo p er  UPC an d  t h e lo ca l
Iron workers cou n cil agreed  on
t h e u se o f lo ca l co n st ru ct io n
lab o r fo r  t h e p ro ject s in  t h e
Du tch  Hill an d  Len t  Hill region s.
Th e agreem en t  was d isclo sed
Th u rsday at  a m eet in g o f th e
St eu b en  Co u n t y  In d u st r ia l
Develop m en t  Agen cy.

Un ion  o fficials alleged  last
m on th  UPC h ad ren eged on  its
prom ise to h ire local workers for
th e 51-tu rb in e p ro ject . SCIDA
delayed  gran t in g th e com pan y

property tax breaks on  th e projects
un til th e m atter was resolved.

Desp ite th e agreem en t , th e
board did n ot act Th ursday on  th e
request for tax breaks.

“I th in k th ey’ll wait  for a lit t le
wh ile, just to see for th em selves,”
said Jam es Sh erron , SCIDA execu-
t ive d irector.

UPC Sen ior Pro jects Man ager
Lawren ce Mott told th e board 33
percen t of th e 110 workers n ow on
th e sites are local residen ts.

By m id -Novem ber, th e firm
expects a total of 93 local em ploy-
ees on  site, with  a total work force
of 170, h e said . Begin n in g in
February 2008, 101 workers out of
a total of 150 laborers will be local
residen ts, accordin g to Mott.

Th e p ro ject  con t ractor,
Min n esota-based MA Morten son ,
h as h ired outside m an agers an d

supervisors already experien ced in
win d turbin e con struct ion , Mott
said. Morten son  also h ired th ree
subcon tractors from  outside of th e
area,  h e said.

But UPC h as oversigh t over sev-
eral elem en ts of th e projects an d
in ten ds to h ire as m an y local work-
ers as possible, Mott said.

Paul Sirian n i, m arketin g repre-
sen tat ive for th e state Iron  Workers
District Coun cil in  Roch ester, told
th e board un ion  object ion s arose
from  a m isun derstan din g th at h as
sin ce been  iron ed out.

“It  costs a lot less to h ire locals
th an  pay for room s an d m eals for
tran sien ts,” Sirian n i said.

Board  m em bers sa id  t h ey
wou ld  requ ire m on itorin g o f th e
work force to  en su re local labor
use rem ain s in  lin e with  Mot t ’s
p ro ject ion s.

BY CHARLES BABINGTON
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON | Th e House
passed  a revised  ch ild ren ’s
h ealth  proposal Th ursday, but
n ot by th e two-th irds m argin
th at supporters will n eed if
Presiden t  Bush  vetoes th e
m easure as prom ised.

Th e 265-142 vote was a vic-
tory for Bush  an d h is allies,
wh o urged House Republican s
to reject  Dem ocrats’ claim s
th at ch an ges to th e legislat ion
h ad m et th eir ch ief con cern s.
If th e sam e vote occurs on  a
veto override attem pt, Bush
will prevail, as h e did earlier
th is m on th  wh en  h e vetoed a
sim ilar bill.

Th e tally was seven  votes
sh ort of a two-th irds m ajority.
Several House m em bers were

absen t.
U.S. Rep .

Joh n  R. “Ran -
dy” Kuh l Jr.
voted again st
th e bill claim -
in g lit t le
ch an ge to its
origin al form

was m ade in cludin g looph oles
th at would allow illegal alien s
to becom e in sured.

“The ‘new’ bill doesn ’t put
low-incom e ch ildren  first and
still in sures adults and illegal
im m igran ts,” Kuh l said. “It con -
tinues to force nearly 2 m illion
ch ildren  from  private h ealth
in suran ce to govern m en t-run
care. It still con tains a m assive
tax h ike and district-specific ear-
m arks and pork projects.” 

SEE SCHIP | 10A

New SCHIP
bill faces
Bush veto
House passes m easure
despite Kuh l’s ‘no’ vote

KUHL

JASON COX | THE LEADER

M ayoral candidate Tom Reed looks on as M ayor Frank Co ccho speaks Thursday during a debate at  t he Radisson
Hotel Corning.

Debate m akes differen ces clear

Un ion , developer reach  deal

“We need to heal
relationships with

leaders in Bath, Albany
and Washington. We

need those relationships
because when we fight
for resources we need

friends at those levels of
government.”

Mayoral candidate Tom Reed

“I put the people first.
The record will show in

the two years that I
have been mayor not

once has anyone
referred to us as the

comic council.”
Mayor Frank Coccho

JASON COX | THE LEADER

M ayoral candidat e Tom Reed speaks t o Rot ar ians
Thursday at  t he Radisson Hotel Corning.

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

A vampire in the Corning West  High Marching Band ma rches in the
Halloween Parade Thursday night  in Painted Post . Mor e photos on 10A.

HALLOWEEN PARADE

Addison teacher’s
fate still uncertain

FAZZARY
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