
BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | Claim in g it  was
a t im e for a ch an ge in
Corn in g City govern m en t ,
n ewcom er Tom  Reed defeated
in cum ben t  Mayor Fran k
Cocch o in  Tuesday’s elect ion .

Reed, a Republican  run n in g
for public office for th e first
t im e, ou tpaced  Cocch o 59
percen t to 41 percen t. 

Th e un official tally h as Reed
win n in g – 1,825-1,264. Nearly
h alf of th e 6,291 registered
voters in  th e city wen t to th e
polls.

“I’m  extrem ely gratefu l to
th e voters, I’m  very h appy,’’
said Reed, surroun ded by sup-
porters at Cap’N Morgan ’s Bar
on  Bridge Street. “It ’s been  a
lon g road to get h ere.’’

Reed, 35, is a Market Street
attorn ey wh o is also th e city’s
Republican  Party ch airm an .
He ran  on  a p lat form  for
ch an ge an d was crit ical of
Cocch o durin g h is cam paign
for raisin g taxes 10 percen t in
two years an d n ot addressin g
th e fu ture n eeds of th e city.

Reed said h e will work with
th e city adm in istrat ion , staff
an d  busin ess an d  in dust ry
leaders to m ake Corn in g a bet-
ter p lace to  live. Th e
Republican  m ayor-elect
received en dorsem en ts from
th ree of th e four city labor
un ion s goin g in to Tuesday.

“We n ow h ave to roll up our
sleeves an d get to work,’’ Reed
said. 

Mom en ts after con ced in g
th e elect ion , Cocch o prom -
ised a sm ooth  tran sit ion  in
govern m en t.

“I called Tom  to con gratu-
late h im ,” said Cocch o, wh o
gath ered  with  fam ily an d
frien ds at th e VFW Post 524
on  Baker Street. “Th ere will be
sm ooth  t ran sit ion  because
th at’s wh at th is com m un ity

deserves. I wish  Tom  th e best
of luck.’’

Cocch o, 63, served  as
m ayor for th e past two years
an d as a city coun cilm an  for
20 years.

“I’m  n ot ash am ed of an y-
th in g I’ve don e in  th e past 22
years, an d especially n ot an y-
th in g I’ve don e in  th e past
two years,’’ Cocch o said. “I
love th is com m un ity, I love
m y fam ily an d I love all of
you.’’

Reed carried  each  of th e
city’s South side wards, an d
th e 5th  an d 8th  wards on  th e
city’s North side.  

Cocch o won  h is h om e 6th
Ward an d th e n eigh borin g 7th
Ward.

“I’m  very sadden ed I wasn ’t
reelected ,” Cocch o said . “I
like represen tin g people. I like
m akin g peoples’ lives better.’’

Cocch o defeated in cum ben t
Republican  Mayor Alan  D.
Lewis in  2005, becom in g th e
first Dem ocrat to be elected
city m ayor in  m ore th an  50
years.

Tuesday n igh t, Lewis said h e
is p leased  th e Republican
Party could regain  th e office.

“I th in k th e voter turn out
was a clear in dicat ion  of th e
d issat isfact ion  o f th e two
years of th e Cocch o adm in is-
trat ion ,’’ Lewis said. “Tom  will
put our very deligh tfu l com -
m un ity back on  track.’’

Form er Dem ocrat Coun cil-
m an  Warren  Blackwell, Tom
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Reed ousts Coccho

BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | Th ere will be
a sh ift  o f power on  th e
Corn in g City Coun cil as a
resu lt  of Tuesday’s gen eral
elect ion .

R e p u b -
lican s will
h o ld  a 5-4
m ajority on
th e cou n cil
th an ks to
Tom  Reed ’s
victory over
i n c u m b e n t
Mayor Fran k
P. Cocch o .
D e m o c r a t s
h eld  a on e
seat  advan -
tage fo r
m uch  of th e
p ast  two
years.

C o u n c i l -
m an  Rich ard
Negri, R-4,
an d  Bet ty
Cocch o , D-
6, were both
reelected  to
f o u r - y e a r
term s.

D em o cra t
Lee Welles

won  th e 2n d Ward coun cil
seat  vacated by Dem ocrat
Sun dae Grim es-Yates.

Negri, 73, th an ked 4th
Ward  vo ters fo r over-
wh elm in gly su p p ort in g
h im  in  h is 236-124 victory
over Fran k An astasio. 

“I’m  excited an d h appy,
I’m  lookin g fo rward  to
an o th er fou r years an d
workin g with  m ayor-elect
Tom  Reed,” Negri said .

Th e victory was m ore bit -
tersweet for Bet ty Cocch o,
64, wh o retain ed h er 6th
Ward seat , bu t  watch ed h er
h usban d lose h is m ayoral
race.

Bet ty Cocch o  defeated
In dep en den t  George
Spisak, 165-121, accord in g
to un official resu lts.

“I’m  very p leased  to
win ,” Bet ty Cocch o said .
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BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH | Larry Crossett h as success-
fu lly traded on e t it le for an oth er in
Steuben  Coun ty govern m en t.

Crossett ret ired last year as Steuben
Coun ty t reasurer bu t  was elected
Tuesday to  th e Steuben  Coun ty
Legislature.

He defeated  Dem ocrat  Gary
Ostran der, 982-557, for th e District 3
seat  th at  rep resen ts Bath . Robin
Latt im er garn ered 321 votes run n in g
on  th e Con servative Party lin e.

“I wan t to th an k th e voters an d I
will do m y best in  th e n ext four years
to earn  th e con fiden ce th ey’ve put in
m e,” Crossett said.

Ostran der, 63, said h e doesn ’t  feel
h e lost th e elect ion .

“It  was a learn in g experien ce,”
Ostran der said. “I kn ew it  would be
tough  goin g in . I will n ot give up m y
agen da.”

Crossett, 60, will replace ret irin g
Legislator Ron ald  Nielsen , R-Bath ,
on e of two legislators from  District  3.
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Mayor-elect  Tom Reed, a Republican, greets supporters  at  Cap’N Morgans on Bridge St reet . 

JASON COX | THE LEADER

Mayor Frank Coccho concedes defeat  as his wife, Bet t y Coccho, looks on.
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Crossett joins Legislature
BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

ELM IRA | Sch uyler Coun ty District
Attorn ey Joseph  Fazzary rem ain ed in
th e m ix for a seat on  th e state Suprem e
Court  in  in com p lete resu lts in
Tuesday’s elect ion .

Six can didates are vyin g for th ree
seats on  th e ben ch  th at represen ts th e
10-coun ty area of th e Sixth  Judicial
District.

Wh ile part ial resu lts sh owed Fazzary,
a Republican , batt lin g for th e th ird
seat, it  appeared  Ch em un g Coun ty
Public Advocate Rich ard  Rich , a

Dem ocrat, failed in  h is
bid for th e ben ch .

Accord in g to
Sch uyler Coun ty
Republican  leaders,
Fazzary an d Dem ocrat
Molly Fitzgerald were
in  a close batt le for th e
th ird seat late Tuesday.
Fazzary an d Fitzgerald

were separated  by 43 votes with
Delaware Coun ty yet to report an d
absen tee ballots yet to be coun ted.

Republican s Ph illip  Rum sey an d
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Fazzary in  close court race

“I’m very
saddened I wasn’t
re-elected. I like

represent ing
people. I like

making peoples’
lives bet ter.”

Frank Coccho

“We now have to
roll up our sleeves
and get  to work.”

Tom Reed

Council
m ajority
sh ifts 
to GOP
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