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PAINTED POST | After two
budgets were defeated by vot-
ers, Corn in g-Pain ted Post offi-
cials wan ted badly for resi-
den ts to approve a $3.4 m il-
lion  m ain ten an ce p lan .

Tuesday, th ey got th eir wish .
Residen ts overwh elm in gly

approved th e p lan , wh ich  cen -
ters on  roof repairs at Calvin
U. Sm ith  Elem en tary Sch ool
an d  East  High  Sch ool an d
security m easures at all d istrict
sch ools.

Th e un official vote total at
press t im e was 1,524-378 in
favor of th e p lan .

“I’m  very h appy with  th e
resu lt ,” said  Act in g
Superin ten den t Mike Gin alski.
“Th e com m un ity on ce again
sh owed th ey support educa-
t ion  an d support ch ildren .”

Turn out was low, with  on ly
9.4 percen t of eligible voters
castin g ballots Tuesday. Part i-
cipat ion  is tradit ion ally low
for votes h eld th is t im e of year.

Th is is th e first vote h eld
sin ce district  residen ts twice
rejected th e district ’s 2007-08
budget, forcin g th e district to
adopt a con tin gen cy budget
for th e first t im e in  its h istory.
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ELM IRA |  Upstate New
York’s econ om y lags beh in d
down state an d th e n at ion  in
job creat ion , accord in g to a
report  released Tuesday by
th e Federal Reserve Ban k of
New York.

Accordin g to “Upstate New
York Em ploym en t  Tren ds,”
growth  h as been  m odest but
steady with  20,000 n ew jobs
created in  2007. 

Private sector em ploym en t,
wh ich  m akes up about 80
percen t of all upstate jobs,
h as grown  at an  an n ual rate
of 0.4 percen t sin ce 2003. Th e
n ation ’s job growth  h as been
about 2 percen t an n ually dur-
in g th at t im e. 

However, resu lts were
m ixed  across th e state.
Ch em un g Coun ty an d th e

Utica-Rom e areas were listed
as areas strugglin g to sustain
a recovery. Buffalo, Syracuse,
Roch ester an d Bin gh am ton
h ave seen  a decade-lon g
declin e in  m an u factu rin g
jobs, accordin g to th e report.

Brigh t spots in  th e state
in clude Alban y, Glen s Falls
an d Ith aca. 

Corn in g an d Steuben  coun -
ty were n ot addressed in  th e
report. 

Ch em un g Coun ty suffered
sign ifican t job losses between
1999 an d  2004, in clud in g
m ore th an  1,200 jobs wh en
Tosh iba an d  Weyerh aeuser
closed th eir p lan ts.

“Private sector em p loy-
m en t rose in  2005 an d 2006,
but it  h as leveled off in  2007
as job gain s in  retail an d
wh olesale trade an d in  
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W ASHINGTON | College
stu den ts an d  Mon roe
Coun ty residen ts will see th e
lion ’s sh are of th e $5.1 m il-
lion  earm arked for th e 29th

C o n g r e s -
s i o n a l
District  from
th e Om n ibus
A p p r o p r i -
at ion s bill.

Th e House
passed  th e
v o lu m in o u s
d o c u m e n t

Mon day n igh t th at com bin es
11 spen din g bills. Th e Sen ate
is expected to vote on  th e leg-
islat ion  later in  th e week.

“Th ese fun ds cover a wide
spectrum  of projects in clud-
in g p reparin g em ergen cy
respon ders to tech n ological
updates at St. Bon aven ture
an d Elm ira College,” Kuh l
said . “Fun d in g th ese vital
p rogram s an d  p ro jects are

crit ical to  th e econ om ic
developm en t of th e district .”

Kuh l secured fun din g for
th e followin g program s:

■ $1 m illion  for Mon roe
Coun ty Office of Em ergen cy
Preparedn ess.

■ $1 m illion  for Roch ester
In stitu te of Tech n ology’s In te-
grated Power Microsystem s.

■ $400,000 for Elm ira
College’s Cowles Hall reh abil-
itat ion  project.

■ $500,00 for th e Mon roe
Coun ty Water Auth ority.

■ $100,000 for Elm ira
College’s Murray Ath let ic
Cen ter upgrades.

■ $850,000 for im prove-
m en ts to Hylan d Drive in
Hen rietta.

■ $438,000 for Mon roe
Coun ty Com m un ity College
for a special n eeds train in g
program .

■ $341,000 for St .
Bon aven ture Un iversity to 

SEE KUHL | 8A

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

W ASHINGTON | Th e
Sen ate voted Tuesday to pro-
vide $70 billion  for U.S. m il-
itary efforts in  Iraq  an d
Afghan istan , handing a victo-
ry to Presiden t Bush  and h is
GOP allies on  Capitol Hill.

The 70-25 roll call paved the
way for the Senate to pass a
$555 billion  om n ibus appro-
priations bill com bin ing the
war funding with  the budgets
for 14 Cabinet agencies.

Bush  was ready to sign  th e
bill, assum in g th e war fun d-
in g clears th e House today.
Dem ocrats again  failed  to
win  votes to force rem oval of
U.S. troops or set a n on bin d-
in g target to rem ove m ost
troops by th e en d of n ext
year.

“Even  th ose of us wh o
h ave disagreed on  th is war

h ave always agreed on  on e
th in g: Troops in  th e field will
n o t  be left  with ou t  th e
resources th ey n eed,” said
Min ority Leader Mitch
McCon n ell, R-Ky.

Twen ty-on e Dem ocrats
an d Con n ecticut in depen d-
en t Joe Lieberm an  – wh o
stood with  Republican s at a
post-vote n ews con feren ce –
voted with  every Republican
presen t  excep t  Gordon
Sm ith  of Oregon  to approve
th e Iraq fun din g.

Th e year-en d budget deal
between  th e Dem ocrat ic-
con t ro lled  Con gress an d
Bush  en ded m on th s of bat-
t lin g an d d isappoin ted GOP
purists wh o com plain ed th e
bill spen ds too m uch  m on ey
an d con tain s abou t  9,000
pet p rojects sough t by m em -
bers of Con gress.
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Bath ,
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proposals
rejected
BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

BATH | Residen ts of th e
Bath  an d Horn ell sch ool
d ist ricts rejected  cap ital
projects Tuesday.

Bath  residen ts voted
421-353 to reject a pro-
posed $18 m illion  project
th at in cluded:

■ Creatin g a n ew press
box, con cession  stan d an d
parkin g at  th e d ist rict ’s
ath let ic field.

■ Im provin g th e paren t
d ropoff area, p rovid in g
security ligh t in g an d ren o-
vatin g locker room s cur-
ren tly bein g used as class-
room s at  th e p rim ary
sch ool.

■ In creasin g fifth - an d
sixth -grade classroom  size.

■ Replacin g roofs.
■ Replacin g auditorium

riggin g, an d th e soun d an d
ligh t in g system s at  th e
h igh  sch ool.

Residen ts also rejected a
secon d  p roposit ion  th at
would h ave in stalled art ifi-
cial turf on  th e district ’s
ath let ic field , 505-268.
Th is resolut ion  could n ot
h ave passed un less th e first
proposit ion  also passed.
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Above |  Corning-Painted Post  Director of Facilit ies  Ken Murdock inspects a leak in the
Corning East  High roof. On Tuesday, dist rict  residen ts approved a $3.4 million mainte-
nance plan that  would part ially replace the roof at  East  High and replace the ent ire roof
at  Calvin U. Smith Elementary School. Below |  Resurfa cing the East  High pool was one
of the it ems voters approved when they passed the di st rict ’s $3.4 million maintenance
plan. The plan would also replace pool equipment  at  t he West  High pool.
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