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KROEGER SENTENCED

Prattsburgh
man gets

4.7-14 years
In abuse case

BY JOHN ZICK
[izick@he-leader.com]

BATH | Aformer Prattsburgh man whd
sexually abused a 14-year-old boy theg
fled the state after his arrest was se
tenced Wednesday to 4.7 to 14 years
state prison.

Anthony P. Kroeger, 48, pleaded guilt
in February to use of a child in a sexu
performance and second-degree b
jumping. Had he been convicted at tria
he would have faced up to 19 years
state prison.

“I told you I'd give you a long lecture,
but | don't know that it would do any
good,” Steuben County Judge Josef
Latham said Wednesday. “l expect you 1
obey the law (when you are releaseq
You will be in prison a long time.”

Prosecutors reached the plea agred
ment with Kroeger to avoid having th
young victim testify at trial.

“The compromise here was a lon
prison sentence and protecting the vi
tim,” said county Assistant District
Attorney Brooks Baker. “This represent
justice in this context.”

Baker described the relationshi
between Kroeger and his victim as one
trust. He said Kroeger is a smooth talk
who has the ability to gain someone
confidence.

“That’'s something he’s good at — gen
erating trust and then abusing thg
trust,” Baker said. “The crime he’s
charged with is disturbing. The evidenc

is more disturbing.”
Beyond breaking the trust of the vicConvicted sex offender Anthony Kroeger leaves Steube

tim and the victim’s family, Kroeger wasWWednesday in Bath after being sentenced for sexually

able to persuade someone to post Fl4-year-old boy.

$25,000 bail after his arrest in Octobe: ) . o
2006. According to police, Kroeger was Kroeger avoided capture until latet is unclear where else he may hay

caught in the act abusing the boy. December 2007 when he was arrested been.

ERC WENSH | THELEADER
n County Court
abusing a

Kroeger was indicted on more than &arrollton, Ga., an Atlanta suburb. He An exotic fish dealer, Kroeger has ties
dozen felonies related to the abuse iwas captured after his roommate calletd Chicago, Georgia, Michigan and New

.-Tag's announce:

June 2007, but in October 2007, Kroeg@rolice after typing Kroeger’s name intovork City, Baker said.

fled the state, becoming a fugitive fronan Internet search engine. By doing that, Kroeger will go before a parole board t
justice. By missing a court appearancéhe roommate discovered Kroeger waetermine his release after he serves |
Kroeger’s bail was revoked and forfeitedwanted in New York. minimum sentence.
meaning the person who posted the bailBetween October and December, “We hope he will be gone for a long
lost the money. Kroeger spent time in Chicago, althoughime,” Baker said.

Massa airs concerns on gas pri

v Massa tops Kuhl in
fund raising efforts

not sugain this.
Men and wom-
en get up every
morning go to
$3.50 a gallon, in many loca work and will

tions for the first time. not be able to .

released this week by the

Federal Election Commis-

sion (FEC), Massa raised

CORNING | For the second $278,000 in the first quarter

consecutive quarter, Ericof 2008, which runs January

Massa, Democratic candithrough March.

AAA reported Wednesday support their
gas is averaging $3.50 a gallorchildren and their needs becaus

date for the 29th Congres- That was $167,000 more
sional District, led incum-than Kuhlraised in the same

across the state, up a penngf gas prices at the pump.”
bent U.S. Rep. John Rtime period.

from the day before and up 10 Despite rising gas prices,
cents in a week. Massa said Wednesday he

“Randy” Kuhl Jr.,, R-Ham- To date, Massa has
mondsport, in fund raising.

recotta athe-| Ieader com

CORNING | Gasoline prices
have recently hit an unwel
come milestone, surpassin

MASSA

recotta a he Ieader com

Eric Massa, the Democraticrejects the suggestion of Arizone
candidate for the 29th Consenator and Republican presi
gressional District, said gasential candidate John McCain
prices are reaching crisis levelsto temporarily suspend the fed-

“I have watched over the paseral gasoline tax.

e

Southside road project:

Construction
to begin soon

|dek@he—leader.com |
Wall Street will be rebuilt

CORNING | A major con- from Denison Parkway to the
struction project on the citysalley between Third and
Southside is expected to geFourth streets.
under way in late April. “If everything goes perfect,

Large portions of Wall andwe could start sometime next
Chemung streets will beweek, or the week after,”
reconstructed during the projDawson said.
ect, and water and sewer lines Both streets were in poor
and drainage systems will becondition and had problems
replaced in the process, saidvith runoff during storms.
Mike Dawson, assistant super- Chemung Street is heavily
intendent of the city'straveled because itis a primary
Department of Public Works. route to Corning Community

Chemung Street will beCollege. Wall Street, though
rebuilt from Third Street up tonot as heavily traveled, was in
the city line at Spencer Hilleven worse shape, Dawson
Road, Dawson said. A portionsaid.
of the street, between Fifth
Street and High Road, will be

Crews called to
fight brush fires

quickly got on the phone and
Erossman@heleader.com|

gave the fire department a call,
HORNBY | Tis the brush fire

he said.

Shawn Collins, Hornby fire
season and firefighters werehief, said brush fires are typi-
called out to a rash of blazesal this time of year and they
across Steuben County orare often caused by homeown-
Wednesday. ers burning brush or trash.

The Hornby Volunteer Fire According to scanner reports
Department was called outthere were also brush fires on
Wednesday afternoon to helptate Route 36 and state Route
homeowner Eric Cram put out417 in Jasper and another off
a fire he accidentally startedcounty Route 2 in Thurston.
on his Miller Road property. Bill Meehan, a forest ranger

There wasn't any seriouswith the state Department of
damage, Cram said. Environmental Conservation,

Cram said he normallyadvised people to not burn
burns off a small section ofanything outdoors until things
brush this time of year andhave begun to “green-up.”
never had problems before. “It is only going to get hot-

However, when his fireter and drier over the week-
began spreading rapidly, heend,” Meehan said.

widened and made safer for

SEE CONSTRUCTION |[8Al

summer lineup

BIG FLATS | Tag's an-
nounced Wednesday the ling
up of concerts it will host on
its outdoor stage this summe
and it includes some big &
names.

Tag’s, a restaurant, bar an
music venue on state Rout
352 in Big Flats, will host con-
certs by Blues Traveler, Boston
STYX, Ted Nugent, Lynyrd
Skynyrd and others this sum{;
mer, according to its Web site

The season will include trib-fis
ute shows to Bruce Spring-
steen, Pink Floyd and Led

Ted Nugent
Zeppelin on May 16, May 31 Blues Traveler, a jam band

led by harmonica player John
Popper, will perform June 13,

and July 12, respectively.
John “Dr. Dirty” Valby,
known for his off-color comi-

two days, as oil closed over $110 8 -
a barrel,” Massa said. “The reali- SEEMASSA |[8A According to reports SEEFUND |[gA cal songs, will perform June 7. SEETAG'S |[8A
TODAY’S LOCAL WEATHER YOUR GUIDE TO TODAY'S LEADER HOW TO REACH US
SUNNY Advice Crossword Movies anorts TELEPHONE: (607) 936-4651
WETM 18 Storm Business Horoscope Obituaries TV ligtings
Team seven-day Classifieds Local Opinion Weather FAX: (607) 936-9939
7 Mlg8650100001'M 5 forecast | [8A] Comics Lotteries Police wknd. ONLINE: fwww.the leader.com|

OUT WITH THE OLD..
© "IN WITH THE NEW'

» + 'Clearance ltems fromAll Departménets- o
L|V|ng Rooms Bedrooms Dining Rooms & Accessories.
© Something for-everyonel Get It-While It Lasts!
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CBC Furniture

A Division of The Corning Building Company “Since 1848”
CBC Plaza, Park Ave., Corning, NY 962-2476
lwww.cbcfurniture.com|
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