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W ATKINS GLEN |
Rough ly 300 elem en tary
sch ool studen ts were pract i-
cally h opp in g from  th e
excitem en t  o f h avin g
ch am pion  Gran d Am  driv-
ers in  th e Watkin s Glen
Elem en tary Sch ool audito-

rium  Th ursday m orn in g.
But th e th rill of race cars

wasn ’t  wh y th e kids were
riveted  to  wh at  Alex
Gurn ey an d  Jon  Fogarty
said.

Th e two m en , defen din g
ch am pion s of th e Gran d-
Am  – Sah len ’s Six Hours of
Th e Glen , sat th em selves
down  on  th e edge of th e

stage, slipped th eir h elm ets
off to th e side an d open ed
up “Th e Beren stain  Bears
an d th e Big Road Race,” fol-
lowed by “Just Say Please”
by Mercer Mayer. 

It  wasn ’t  th e first t im e th e
m en  h ave read to ch ildren
in  class sett in gs, but

SEE RACING | 8A

NYSEG urges
customers
to conserve
THE LEADER STAFF

ELM IRA |  Sum m er-like
weath er will be in  th e region
for th e n ext couple of days
with  tem peratures h it t in g th e
low 90s.

Wh ile th at m ay be welcom e
n ews for som e, th e h ot weath -
er could cause som e problem s
for th e region ’s largest en ergy
supplier. 

It  cou ld  also pose som e
h ealth  th reats to th ose wh o
get too m uch  exposure.

NYSEG is u rgin g its cus-
tom ers to  con serve power
th rough  early n ext  week
wh en  tem peratu res are
expected to return  to m ore
season al ran ges.

Th e reason  is th at  th e
weath er will create a spike in
electrical use, especially from
air con d it ion ers, at  a t im e
wh en  a m ajor tran sform er in
th e Elm ira area is ou t  o f 
service.

“We are con tin u in g to take
all th e feasible steps to lessen
poten tial problem s th at could
result  from  th e loss of th e
bu lk-power tran sform er an d
th e addit ion al stress it  will put

on  our electricity delivery sys-
tem ,” said Keith  Loren zett i,
NYSEG d irector – region al
operat ion s. “An yth in g cus-
tom ers can  do to con serve
electricity an d h elp lessen  th e
stress on  th e electricity deliv-
ery system  over th e n ext few
days will be a big h elp.”

NYSEG custom ers can  con -
serve en ergy by:

•  Usin g fan s in stead of air
con dit ion ers wh ere possible.

•  Set t in g air con d it ion er
th erm ostats at 78 or above.

•  Closin g sh ades an d blin ds
to keep room s cooler.

•  Lim it in g use of electric
water h eaters, stoves, d ish -
wash ers, d ryers an d  poo l
equipm en t.

•  Tu rn in g o ff un n eeded
ligh ts an d applian ces.

Th e Steuben  Coun ty Office
of Em ergen cy Man agem en t
issued a warn in g Th ursday
th at  h eat  in dexes cou ld
exceed 100 degrees. Th ey urge
residen ts to lim it  th eir expo-
sure, drin k p len ty of water
an d avoid stren uous act ivity.

Racing stars have
great stories to tell

Temps move in to 90s th is weekend
See the full weather forecast on
page 8A.
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Alex Gurney, ( right )  codriver of the  Rolex Sports Car Series #99 GAINSCO/  Bob
Stallings Racing team, along with Jon Fogarty, read  “Berenstain Bears and the Big
Road Race” to children at  Watkins Glen Elementary Sc hool Thursday morning.

Kuh l
program
seeks to
aid vets
THE LEADER STAFF

WASHINGTON, D.C. | U.S.
Rep. Joh n  R. “Ran dy” Kuh l Jr.
h as form ed th e House
Veteran s’ Men tal Health
Caucus to deal with  th e n eeds
of so ld iers retu rn in g from
duty in  Iraq an d Afgh an istan ,
h e an n oun ced Th ursday.

Th e bipart isan  con gression -
al caucus was form ed to h elp
veteran s deal with  post-trau-
m atic stress d isorder, traum at-
ic brain  in jury an d oth er con -
dit ion s.

Th e com m it tee is also
in ten ded  to  h elp  veteran s
with  issues such  as job train -
in g an d readjustm en t, an d to
curb th e su icide rate am on g
veteran s.

Th e caucus, co-form ed with
U.S. Rep. Hen ry Cuellar, a
Texas Dem ocrat , will h o ld
briefin gs with  leadin g experts
on  veteran s’ h ealth  care, cir-
cu late relevan t  art icles an d
studies th at brin g n ew issues
to ligh t, an d develop legisla-
t ive proposals to address vet-
eran s’ n eeds.

Sin ce 2003, approxim ately
40,000 U.S. troops h ave been
diagn osed with  a m en tal ill-
n ess, said Kuh l, R-Ham m on d-
sport. 

Th e Can an daigua Veteran s
Affairs Medical Cen ter, located
in  th e 29th  Con gression al
District, specializes in  th e treat-
m en t of post-traum atic stress
disorder an d run s a n ation al
su icide preven t ion  h ot lin e,
Kuh l n oted. Th e ph on e n um -
ber is (800) 273-8255. Th e
m edical cen ter’s web site can
be accessed  at  www1.va.
gov/visn s/visn 02/can an daigu
a.cfm .

Kuhl says he’s
willing to debate
BY JOE DUNNING
jdunning@the-leader.com.

WASHINGTON | U.S. Rep.
Joh n  R. “Ran dy” Kuh l Jr. said

h e’s willin g to
debate h is
c h a l l e n g e r ,
Dem ocrat Eric
Massa, bu t
can ’t  yet com -
m it  to  an y
specific date
or location .

Massa, D-
Corn in g, sen t a letter to Kuh l
dated Wedn esday askin g h im
to agree to on e debate in  each
of th e eigh t  coun t ies th at
m ake up  th e 29th
Con gression al District .

It  m irrored a recen t ch al-
len ge Sen . Joh n  McCain  m ade
to Sen . Barack Obam a to h old
several town -h all-style
debates lead in g up  to  th e
p residen t ial elect ion  in
Novem ber. Massa said he did
not receive a resp- onse to a pre-

vious letter sen t to Kuh l on  Jan .
28 suggesting debates.

“I hope that
you will join
m e in  sen d-
in g a clear
m essage to
th e voters of
th e 29th
C o n gr e ssio -
n al District
th at n eith er

of us is afraid  to be h eld
accoun table for our position s
an d beliefs,” Massa wrote.
“Th e workin g fam ilies of th e
29th  Con gression al District
deserve an swers. Th e tim e for
a positive exch an ge of ideas 
is n ow.”

Ku h l, R-Ham m on dsport ,
said Th ursday in  a telecon fer-
en ce from  Wash in gton  th at
it ’s prem ature to begin  sch ed-
u lin g debates because n eith er
can d idate is gu aran teed  a
spot on  th e Novem ber ballot .

SEE DEBATE | 8A

KUHL

Accused 9/11 m asterm ind: I welcom e death
BY ANDREW O. SELSKY
Associated Press Writer

GUANTANAM O BAY
NAVAL BASE, CUBA |
Kh alid  Sh eikh  Moh am m ed,
th e reputed m asterm in d of
th e Sept. 11 attacks, told a
m ilitary judge at h is arraign -
m en t Th ursday th at h e wel-

com es th e death  pen alty as a
way to  m artyrdom  an d
rid icu led th e proceedin gs as
an  “in quisit ion .”

In  h is first public appear-
an ce sin ce h is capture five
years ago, Moh am m ed wore
dark-fram ed p rison -issue
glasses, a turban  an d a bush y,
gray beard, an d was n otice-

ably th in n er – a stark ch an ge
from  th e sloven ly m an  with
d ish eveled  h air, un sh aven
face an d  T-sh irt  from  th e
widely d ist ribu ted  ph oto-
graph  taken  after h is seizure
in  Pakistan .

He an d four oth er 

SEE 9/ 11 | 8A

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In t his phot ograph of  a
sketch by court room art ist
Janet  Hamlin, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, right ,
and Waleed bin At t ash,
two of t he Sept . 11 at tacks
co-conspirat or suspect s,
at t end t heir arraignment
Thursday. 

Who might
com plicate
Obam a
cam paign?
BY CHRISTOPHER WILLS
Associated Press Writer

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. | Wh o’s
Ton y Rezko? William  Ayers?

Few Am erican s
kn ow, but th ey
p robably will
by Elect ion
Day.

Rezko is a
Ch icago busi-
n essm an , con -
victed of m ore
th an  a dozen

ch arges th is week. Ayers is a
professor – an d form er m em -
ber of th e rad ical Weath er
Un dergroun d. Both  h ave t ies
to Barack Obam a an d m ay
well sh ow up in  an ti-Obam a
ads you ’ll be seein g before
lon g.

Th ese days, p residen t ial
can didates can  expect to h ave
every person al relat ion sh ip ,
n ew or an cien t, in spected like
a crim e scen e on  “CSI.” Th en ,
if th ere’s polit ical h ay to be
m ade, a version  of th e details
is qu ickly out.

SEE OBAM A | 8A

OBAMA
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