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ELM IRA | A 51-year-old Elm ira m an
was killed early Friday m orn in g wh en  a
stray bu llet struck h im  as h e slept in  bed.

Th e m an , wh ose n am e is bein g with -
h eld pen din g n otification  of h is fam ily,
was sh ot in  th e h ead at approxim ately
2:50 a.m . in  Hath orn  Court, an  apartm en t
com plex just  off Woodlawn  Aven ue,
accordin g to Elm ira police. 

Th e bu llet  th at  killed  h im  cam e
th rough  th e wall from  across th e street,
police said. He was pron oun ced dead at
th e scen e.

“It was obvious there was no saving h im ,”
said Deputy Ch ief Michael Robertson .

Th e vict im  h ad a wife an d ch ildren ,
police said.

“Th e vict im  of th is crim e was a good
m an , a h ard-workin g m an  with  a fam i-
ly,” Capt. Joseph  Kain  said.

Auth orit ies are search in g for th e per-
son  or person s respon sible for th e sh oot-
in g. Th ey say h ave iden tified “person s of
in terest” in  th e case an d h ave spoken  to
n um erous witn esses.

No arrests h ad been  m ade as of Friday
even in g.

Police respon ded to th e area of 352
Hath orn  Cou rt  at  app roxim ately 

2:50 a.m . after gun fire was reported. As
m an y as 15 sh ots were fired, witn esses
told police.

Wh en  officers arrived on  scen e, an
un iden tified person  approach ed th em
an d explain ed a m an  h ad been  sh ot
across th e street.

Th e vict im  – wh o lived at 347 Hath orn
Court , app roxim ately 150 feet  from
wh ere th e sh ootin g occurred – was foun d
un respon sive, an d was pron oun ced dead
sh ort ly th ereafter.

“Th is was our biggest fear,” said Ch ief
Scott Drake. “We kn ew th is (an  in n ocen t 
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Stray bullet kills
Elmira man, 51

Police: ‘Persons of in terest’ iden tified

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

Authorit ies search for bullet  casings near 347 Hath orn Court  off  Woodlawn Avenue in Elmira, where an u nident i-
f ied 51-year-old man was killed early Friday morning b y st ray gunfire as he slept .

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

From left , Capt . Joseph Kain, Deputy Chief M ichael R obert son and Chief Scot t  Drake of t he Elmira Police  Department
f ield quest ions about  Friday’s homicide during a pre ss conference.

BY MATT HICKS
GateHouse News Service

TOWANDA, PA. | Prose-
cu tors will seek th e death
pen alty in  th e trip le m urder
trial of a Deposit , N.Y., m an .

Brad ford  Coun ty Dist rict
Attorn ey Dan iel Barrett  said
Th ursday h e will ask for th e
death  pen alty if Steven
Colegrove, 32, is foun d guilty
of killin g th ree fam ily m em -
bers last year. His trial begin s
in  Jan uary, 2009.

Prosecu tors took th e first
steps in  seekin g th e death
pen alty by filin g a n otice of
aggravatin g circum stan ces in
fall of 2007.

Colegrove is ch arged with

th ree coun ts of
f i r s t - d e g r e e
m urder in  the
Aug. 8, 2007
s h o o t i n g
death s of h is
fath er Joseph ,
h is m oth er
Marlen e an d
h is older bro-

th er Mich ael, wh ich  all
occurred som etim e after 1 a.m .
at their Laceyville hom e. 

Im posin g th e death  pen alty
would requ ire a un an im ous
decision  by th e jury. Colegrove
would face life in  prison  if a
split decision  was reach ed fol-
lowin g a con viction .

Colegrove h as p leaded n ot
gu ilty to th e ch arges.
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BATH | On e of two m en
wh o killed an d dism em bered a
dog last year in  Savon a was
sen ten ced to jail t im e Friday
in  Steuben  Coun ty Court.

Jake A. Hoffm an , 26, o f
Horn ell, was sen ten ced to six
m on th s in  jail an d five years
probation  for h is role in  th e
killin g of a Cocker Span iel last
sum m er.

He will receive credit for t im e
h e served prior to h is con vic-
tion , alth ough  court officials
d id  n ot  im m ediately kn ow

h ow m uch  tim e th at was.
Hoffm an  was con victed in

April o f aggravated  an im al
cruelty. He faced up to two
years in  state prison .

Police said Hoffm an  an d a
frien d, Jerem y Jam es, 26, of
Bath , killed th e dog in  a
“depraved an d sadistic m an -
n er” on  July 21, 2007, on  Grove
Street in  Savon a. Th e m en  th en
dism em bered th e body.

Th e dog was own ed  by
Hoffm an ’s aun t.
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WASHINGTON | U.S. Rep.
Joh n  R. “Ran dy” Kuh l Jr.
jo in ed  Republican  efforts
Th ursday to exten d by five
years fun din g for a popular
govern m en t h ealth  in suran ce
program  th at  covers n early 
7 m illion  ch ildren .

Kuh l, R-Ham m on dsport, co-
spon sored a bill th at would
provide fun din g for th e State
Ch ild ren ’s Health  In suran ce
Program  (SCHIP) th rough  th e
en d of fiscal year 2012. Th e
program  is set to expire on
March  31, 2009.

“Th e legislation  I h ave in tro-
duced today with  over 45 of m y

colleagues will
ensure that our
n ation ’s m ore
vuln erable citi-
zen s are guar-
an teed to h ave
th e quality, af-
fordable health
care th ey n eed
an d deserve,”

Kuh l said.
Th e bill does n ot in crease or

reduce eligibility stan dards. Th e
program  is design ed to provide
h ealth  coverage to ch ildren  of
th e workin g poor – fam ilies
wh o earn  too m uch  to qualify
for Medicaid but n ot en ough  to 

SEE SCHIP | 8A

DA seeks death
penalty in  Pa.
triple m urder

COLEGROVE

Man gets 6 months
in jail for dog’s killing

Kuh l joins SCHIP
extension  efforts

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON | Lawm a-
kers sped for th e exits Friday
as Con gress was to begin  a
five-week recess after a sum -
m er session  n oteworth y for
bitter partisan sh ip an d paraly-
sis on  th e issue topm ost in  th e
m in ds of m an y voters: th e
cost of gasolin e.

As its last m ajor act, th e
House passed by a 409-4 vote
its first spen din g bill, a $72.7

billion  m easu re award in g
gen erous in creases to veter-
an s program s an d m ilitary
base con struct ion  projects.

More n oteworth y h owever,
was wh at Con gress failed to
do: pass en ergy legislation  an d
oth er m easures aim ed at low-
erin g th e price of gasolin e.

Sen ate Republican s blocked
a bill aim ed at curbin g specu-
lation  in  oil m arkets, wh ile a 
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Lawmakers head home
amid gas price impasse

KUHL
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