
BY ANTHONY AFFISSIO
aaffissio@the-leader.com

W ATKINS GLEN |
NASCAR’s Sprin t  Cup
Cen turion  Boats at Th e Glen
will provide p len ty of th rills
th is weeken d.

It  will also create h eavy traf-
fic n ear Watkin s Glen
In tern ation al.
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BATH | Th e h igh  price of oil
is bein g blam ed for kn ockin g
two projects off th e Steuben
Coun ty Public Works sch edule,
with  oth er projects on  h old or
scaled back.

Coun ty Public Works
Com m ission er Vin cen t Spag-

n oletti said th e cost of blacktop
h as in creased by 50 percen t
sin ce Jan uary, with  asph alt
p rices doublin g sin ce th e
begin n in g of th e year.

Spagn oletti said th e coun ty
will pay $3.9 m illion  for black-
top projects origin ally estim at-
ed at $2.6 m illion , an d $3.5
m illion  for asph alt work priced
early th is year at $1.9 m illion .

Th e escalat in g costs m ean
th e coun ty will n ot work on
coun ty Road 67 in  Horn ellsville
th is year, an d put off black top-
pin g th e sh oulders on  Spen cer
Hill Road in  Corn in g un til n ext
year, Spagn oletti said. 

Crews h ave already fin ish ed
im provin g th e sigh t distan ce
on  a dan gerous curve on
Spen cer Hill, h e said.

Ch ip seal projects h ave been
reduced from  35 m iles to 27
m iles, an d sch eduled work on
coun ty Route 41 in  th e town s
of Caton  an d Horn by is on
h old, h e said. 

“I h ave to say, with out th e
extra coun ty fun d in g an d
(state) m on ey we would be in
big t rouble by n ow,”
Spagn olet t i to ld  th e coun ty

Legislatu re’s Public Works
Com m ittee Tuesday.

Th e coun ty boosted th e
departm en t’s budget th is year
by $1.5 m illion  to fix an d
m ain tain  m ore coun ty roads.
Budget restriction s sin ce 2001,
due largely to state-m an dated
program s, resulted in  a reduc-
tion  in  public works projects in
recen t years.

With  th e add it ion al m on ey,
th e coun ty h ad p lan n ed an
am bit iou s su m m er, with
blacktop slated for 31 m iles of
roads, an d repair an d m ain te-
n an ce p lan n ed on  65 m iles of
coun ty roads.

But with  oil prices clim bin g,
th e departm en t began  in  Jun e 

SEE COSTS | 8A

High oil costs curb road work
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Above, left  |  Lewis
Olson and Peter
Carter gather col-
ored glass from
ceramic bowls
inside the 
furnace.   

Above |  Hot  glass is
drizzled onto pot -
tery inside the fur-
nace.  

Left  |  Eric Meek
(seated, center)
and Peter Carter
(standing, center) ,
of t he Corning
Museum of Glass,
work with molten
glass from a wood-
burning brick fur-
nace behind the
ceramics studio at
Corning Comm-
unit y College.           

A blast from
the past: 
Group fires up 
wood furnace

Revivin g tech n iques th at date back m an y
cen turies, studen ts an d facu lty in  th e
ceram ics program  at Corn in g

Com m un ity College h osted glassblowers from
th e Corn in g Museum  of Glass on  Tuesday after-
n oon  for som e wood-powered experim en ts with
clay an d glass.

Th e in form al group used a wood-burn in g fur-
n ace, fueled by h un ks of p in e don ated by a local
tree rem oval com pan y. Design ed an d built  out of
bricks over th e past few m on th s by Fred Herbst,
a ceram ics in structor at CCC, it  sits un der a

pavilion  beh in d th e col-
lege’s ceram ics studio.

Wood was used by
glassblowers for th ou-
san ds of years, un t il it
was replaced by oth er
h eat sources such  as coal,
gas an d electricity,
explain ed CMoG’s Steve
Gibbs. It ’s pretty m uch
th e sam e story with
ceram ics, Herbst added.

An d wh ile usin g a
wood furn ace is n oth in g
n ew, usin g it  in  a wood
furn ace specially
design ed to m ake glass
an d ceram ics at th e sam e
tim e is som eth in g th at
h as rarely – if ever – been
don e, Gibbs said. 

“We’ve been  h avin g a
lot of fun  with  th is,” h e

said.
A h an dfu l of curious glass an d ceram ic art ists

from  th e area gath ered to watch  th e proceedin gs,
firin g away with  d igital cam eras.

Th e furn ace was lit  Mon day, an d was stoked
overn igh t by a crew of h elpers un til it  reach ed
approxim ately 2300 degrees – th e tem perature at
wh ich  glass m elts.

Th e pottery was p laced in side th e furn ace, an d
th e flyin g ash  from  th e firewood gives th e jugs
an d bowls a n atural decorat ive fin ish , Herbst
explain ed. 

Mean wh ile, th e glassblowers open ed h atch es 

SEE W OOD | 8A
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The f lying ash from
inside the furnace
creates a natural
f inish.    

BY DERRICK EK
dek@the-leader.com

BY JOE DUNNING
jdunning@the-leader.com

CORNING | It ’s rare wh en
U.S. Rep. Joh n  R. “Ran dy”
Kuh l Jr. an d h is polit ical oppo-

n en t , Dem -
ocrat  Eric
Massa, agree.

Bu t  th at ’s
th e case as
both  in cum -
ben t an d ch al-
len ger said
Tuesday Con -
gress sh ou ld
retu rn  from

its sum m er recess to deal with
th e n ation ’s en ergy crisis.

“Th is is n ot an  issue th at is
goin g to go away,” said Kuh l,
R-Ham m o n d -
sport. 

Th e Dem -
o c r a t - l e d
Con gress th at
op ted  last
Friday to
ad jou rn  for
five weeks is
“totally oblivi-
ous to  th e
p ligh t  o f Am erican s,” h e
added.

Massa, a Corn in g residen t,
said : “I agree with  Joh n
McCain . Brin g th em  all back.
Th ere sh ould be n o sum m er
recess.”

SEE CONGRESS | 8A

Rivals agree:
Congress
m ust return

KUHL

MASSA

Race will 
tie up traffic
in  Watkins

COMING THURSDAY

The most comprehensive
preview of this weekend’s
Sprint Cup Series race at
Watkins Glen International.
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