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CORNING | Power h as been  restored  to  a
m ajority o f th e local New York State Elect ric &
Gas custom ers wh o lost  elect ricity as th e resu lt
o f a win d  storm  late Sun day an d early Mon day.

As of Tuesday even in g, n o ou tages were
reported  in  Ch em un g, Sch uyler or Yates coun -
t ies, accord in g to  NYSEG’s Web site. In  Steuben
Cou n ty, ou tages rem ain ed  in  Horn ell,
Can isteo, Avoca, Add ison , Arkport , Woodh u ll
an d  Waylan d.

Tuesday aftern oon , som e custom ers in  Pain ted
Post rem ain ed with out power, but th ose outages
were apparen tly repaired.

More th an  11,000 NYSEG custom ers in
Ch em un g, Sch uyler, Steuben  an d Yates coun ties
were with out power at som e t im e Mon day.

More th an  100,000 people in  upstate New
York lost power as th e result  of a win d storm
caused by th e rem n an ts of Hurrican e Ike.

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

A large branch fell on a car and across the front  l awn of a house on Veteran Drive in Painted Post .

SEVERE WEATHER

Power return ed to m ost areas 

BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH | Th e win n er of th e
Republican  prim ary in  th e race
for Steuben  Coun ty Sh eriff will
n ot be kn own  un til after a
court review Friday of absen tee
ballots.

Suprem e Court  Judge
Marian n e Furfu re m ade th e

ru lin g Tuesday after h earin g
argum en ts in  a sh ow cause
order laun ch ed last week by
coun ty sh eriff can didate Joel
Orway’s cam paign  com m ittee. 

Th e order cited errors th at
origin ally gave th e wron g can -
didate th e lead an d requested
Furfu re im poun d  th e
m ach in es an d con sider a court
review an d recan vassin g of th e

elect ion  results.
In  h er ru lin g Tuesday,

Furfure called for:
■ Th e review of absen tee

ballots to begin  today at th e
coun ty Board of Elect ion s.

■ Th e absen tee votes to be
carefu lly scru t in ized  an d
open ed  before two-person
team s for an y can didate wish -
in g to be presen t. Th e can di-

dates are coun ty Un dersh eriff
David  Cole, coun ty Ch ief
Deputy Joel Ordway, an d for-
m er Marylan d state t rooper
Jam es Waigh t.

■ Th e coun ty Board  o f
Elect ion s to  en su re th e
m ach in es “n ot be in terfered
with  in  an y way.” However,
Fu rfu re stopped  sh ort  o f
im poun din g th e m ach in es.

Furfure’s rulin g set in  m otion
th e m ost in ten se scrutin y of
th e local election s system  in
recen t m em ory after m istakes
in  th e origin al, un official tally
erron eously gave a 158-vote
lead to Cole on  Sept. 9.

Th e origin al tally gave Cole
2,952 votes, Ordway 2,794 an d
Waigh t 2,298 votes.

Th at tally was question ed by

Ordway th e n ext day after h e
was told som e ballot coun ts
reported  by th e elect ion s
board were in correct. 

Elect ion  board  o fficials
reviewed  ballo t  coun ts last
Th ursday durin g th eir rout in e
recan vassin g an d reversed th e
origin al tally, givin g Ordway 

SEE BALLOTS | 8A

Cour t  wil l review ballots
Steuben  sheriff race

BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | City parkin g
lo ts su rroun d in g Market
Street h ave offered free park-
in g to custom ers durin g th e
Ch ristm as sh oppin g season
for m ore th an  a decade.

But th at m ay soon  ch an ge
as som e say th e pract ice actu-
ally lim its th e am oun t  o f
parkin g spaces for custom ers.

Tom  Blum er, board ch air-
m an  of Corn in g’s Gaffer
District, said em ployees take
over th e parkin g areas durin g
th e free period, leavin g lit t le
or n o room  for custom ers.

Coun cilm an  Jim  Nelson , 

R-7, ch airm an  of th e city’s
Code Com m ittee, d iscussed
th e poten tial ch an ge durin g a
com m ittee m eetin g Tuesday
at City Hall. 

Th e com m ittee forwarded a
proposal to elim in ate th e free
parkin g offered durin g th e
Ch ristm as season  to th e City
Coun cil. Th e coun cil will
vote on  th e issue at 7 p.m .
Oct. 6 at City Hall. 

Rick Maxa, co-chairm an  of
th e Gaffer District Busin ess
Association , said the Cen ter-
way Parking Garage will likely
be the on ly free parking area
th is holiday season .

SEE PARKING | 2A

BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

CORNING | Corn ing police
used a Taser on  a su icidal
wom an  who con fron ted offi-
cers with  a kn ife Tuesday at the
Victory House on  Pine Street.

Th e un iden t ified  wom an
will n o t  face crim in al
ch arges, Corn in g Lt . Jeff
Spauldin g said. Sh e was taken
to a local h ospital for a m en -
tal h ealth  evaluation .

“Sh e ch allen ged us with  a
kn ife,” Spauldin g said. “Un der

th e circum stan ces, it wasn ’t an
option  to walk up to h er an d
ph ysically d isarm  h er. Our
officers aren ’t goin g to do it.”

Police respon ded to th e Vic-
tory House – a h alfway-h ouse
type facility for th ose with
m en tal h ealth  issues – som e-
t im e aroun d 5 p.m . Tuesday.

Wh en  officers arrived, th ey
at tem pted to com m un icate
with  th e wom an , wh o ign ored
police,  Spauldin g said.

A Taser was used to d isarm
th e wom an  an d take h er in to
custody.

BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

PAINTED POST |  Th e
Corn in g-Pain ted Post sch ool
board is prepared to take th e
n ext step in  solvin g th e dis-
trict ’s facilit ies problem .

Th e board will vote today
on  a facilit ies advisory team .
Assem blin g th e team  is part
of a process developed by
Superin ten den t  Mike Gin -
alski an d approved by th e
sch ool board  earlier th is
m on th .

Gin alski said th e team  will
con sist of approxim ately 25
m em bers, in cludin g d istrict
em ployees, paren ts, studen ts
an d com m un ity m em bers.

“Our goal was to h ave folks
wh o represen t a variety of th e
com m un it ies th at m ake up

th e sch ool d istrict ,” h e said. 
Gin alski said th e group will

h o ld  its first  m eet in g in
October an d even tually m eet
with  th e project ’s con struc-
t ion  m an ager an d arch itec-
tural firm s.

Sim ultan eously, th e d istrict
will h old com m un ity m eet-
in gs to  keep  residen ts
in form ed an d allow th em  to
give th eir in put.

Gin alski said four com m u-
n ity m eet in gs are already
plan n ed an d m ore could be
sch eduled.

SEE FACILITIES | 2A 

Holiday parking
policy m ay end

ERIC WENSEL | THE LEADER

A wider view shows the size of a limb that  fell ont o a car at  a Veteran
Drive home in Painted Post .

MARKET STREET

Board to vote on
facilities committee

INSIDE
Facilities team is important
step toward progress |
Opinion, 4A .

CORNING-PAINTED POST SCHOOLS

Wom an  tasered after
police con fron tation

BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

W ASHINGTON,  D.C. |
U.S. Rep . Joh n  R. “Ran dy”
Ku h l Jr., R-Ham m on dsp ort ,
vo iced  h is o p p o sit io n
Tu esday to  an  en ergy b ill
p assed  b y t h e Ho u se o f
Rep resen tat ives.

Kuh l voted n o on  th e bill,
wh ich  was spon sored  by
House Dem ocrats an d would
give states th e op t ion  o f
allowin g drillin g between  50

an d 100 m iles off sh ore.
“I believe it ’s th e biggest

h oax to  be pu t  on  th e
Am erican  public by an y
polit ician ,” Kuh l said. “It ’s a
n o-en ergy bill. It ’s a sh am .
Th is is th e biggest h ypocrisy
ever. It ’s un believable a bill
like th is would be brough t to
th e floor.”

Kuh l said th e n ew bill st ill
proh ibits oil com pan ies from
drillin g in  areas h e said 

SEE KUHL | 8A

House passes offshore drilling measure
BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON | Th e House
voted late Tuesday to open
waters off th e At lan t ic an d
Pacific coasts to oil an d gas
drillin g but on ly 50 or m ore
m iles out to sea an d on ly if a
state agrees to en ergy develop-
m en t off its sh ore.

Dem ocratic leaders called it a
step toward en ergy in depen d-
en ce, but Republican s labeled it
a “sh am ” because m ost of th e
estim ated 18 billion  barrels of
oil believed to lie below off-
lim its coastal waters are with in
50 m iles of lan d an d will
rem ain  out of boun ds.

Th e m easure passed in  a
largely party-lin e vote of 236-
189. It  n ow goes to  t h e
Sen ate, wh ere en ergy will be
th e top ic later in  th e week.
Th irteen  Dem ocrats bucked
th eir leadersh ip  an d  vo ted
again st  th e m easure.

Even  before th e House vote,
th e Wh ite House said
Presiden t Bush  was prepared
to veto th e m easure sh ould it
reach  h is desk. An  adm in istra-
t ion  statem en t said th e bill
would “st ifle developm en t” of
offsh ore en ergy resources by
essen tially m akin g perm an en t
drillin g ban s with in  th e 

SEE OFFSHORE | 8A

Kuhl opposes Dems’ bill
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