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HOT, WINDY
WETM 18 Storm
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forecast | 8A
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Holiday weekend events

Vick a free
man - sort of

NFL | 3B

Mickelson
leaves tour

PGA | 3B

MONDAY 10:00 - 4:00
Excludes Mattresses and TV’s and Clearance. See Store for Complete Details.

Santulli unveils Medicaid overhaul 

Inside sports

At the course
Follow your favorite 
pro with the official 
Pair ings Guide , 

courtesy of The Leader.
Course map included!classic

Pairings

The LeaderLPGA Corning Classic
tees off today!

• Tourney boasts
major-like players. 
• Jones poster. 

•  Past champions
chip in. 
•  Who will win?

Bill Griffiths Pro-Am

JASON COX | THE LEADER

Tom Blumer makes a put t  on the 18th green as teamma tes ( from left )  Bud Amann, Tom
Reed and Eric Wensel watch Wednesday afternoon durin g the Bill Grif f it hs Pro-Am.

BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

ELM IRA |  Coun ty o fficials
u n veiled  Wed n esd ay an
am b it iou s Med ica id -refo rm
pro ject  th ey say cou ld  slash
property taxes in  Ch em un g
Coun ty by 66 percen t .

Th e p lan  calls for th e elim -
in at ion  of th e local sh are of
Med icaid ; New York coun t ies
con tribu te 16 percen t  o f th e

state’s $45.45
billion  Med-
icaid  budget .
Th e fed eral
an d  state
govern m en ts
c o n t r i b u t e
th e rem ain -
in g 84 p er-

cen t  o f Med icaid  costs.
Cu rren t ly, 74 percen t  o f all

cou n ty p rop erty taxes co l-
lected  in  Ch em un g Coun ty

are used  to  pay for th e local
sh are o f Med icaid  -- $18.83
m illion . If th is paym en t  is
elim in ated , th e tax rate in
Ch em u n g Cou n t y wou ld
drop  from  $6.98 per $1,000
of assessed  value to  $2.35 per
$1,000, a 66-percen t  reduc-
t ion .

“Th at  kin d  o f reduct ion  is
u n h eard  o f,” San tu lli said .
“Th at ’s real tax relief.”

Property taxes in  Ch em un g

Cou n ty are 79  p ercen t
greater t h an  t h e n at ion al
average, San tu lli said .

To  elim in ate t h e loca l
Med icaid  sh are, San tu lli is
p rop osin g a d ata-backed
“com m on -sen se p lan ” t h at
h e says w ill sign ifican t ly
reduce Med icaid  expen ses.

Th e p lan  un fo lds like th is: 
■ Provide con so lidated  

SEE M EDICAID | 8A

Medicaid in New York
■ New York’s Medicaid budget of $45.45 billion is more than 
the entire budgets of at least 40 states.
■ New York’s Medicaid spending is 13.8 percent of the total
Medicaid spending in the United States.
■ New York’s Medicaid budget is 20 percent higher than
California, which has a population is 50 percent greater than 
New York’s.
■ Florida, which has a similar population as New York, spends
three times less on Medicaid costs.

SANTULLI

THE LEADER STAFF

Th ree team s sh ot a 16-un der
par 56 durin g Wedn esday’s Bill
Griffith s Pro-Am  at Corn in g
Coun try Club, but th e team  of
Tim  Sm ith , Sh aron  Volan te,
Paul Rogoski, Lou DiFabio an d
LPGA pro Son g-Hee Kim  won
th e scorecard  t iebreaker to
claim  top h on ors.

Th e team  of Peter Van
In gen , Am o Hough ton , Mory
Hough ton  III, Lee Robbin s an d
LPGA pro Ai Miyazato took
secon d place; an d th e team  of
Tom  Fen n ell, Marty Fen n ell,
Pete Fen n ell, Pete Fen n ell Jr.
an d LPGA pro Brittan y Lan g
took th ird place. 

Fin ish in g fourth  was Brad
Tan n eberger, Brian  DiLascia,
Peter O’Dell, Gale Th rall an d
LPGA rookie Mich elle Wie;
wh ile Mat t  Brown , Ch arlie
Frysin ger, Larry Grim aldi, Rob
Liles an d LPGA pro Sarah  Lee
took fifth .

Th e Pro-Am , spon sored by
Corn in g In c., was th e last of
th e p re-tou rn am en t  even ts
leadin g up to th e 31st an d
fin al LPGA Corn in g Classic,
wh ich  open s today.

Tickets are $16 for today’s
an d Friday’s roun ds, an d $20
for Saturday’s an d Sun day’s
roun ds. Youth s ages 15 an d
un der will be adm itted free
with  an  adult . A weeken d pass
is $47.

Kim’s team
shoots 56
for victory

JASON COX | THE LEADER

Helen Alfredsson, Tom Tranter and John R. Kuhl Jr. wait  t o put t  on the seventh green.

BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | A coun cilm an ’s
reason in g for suggestin g an
earlier start to th e city budget

p rocess n ext
year h as up-
set city staff
an d  several
em ployees.

C o u n c i l -
m an  Fran k
Muccin i, R-5,
h as asked
City Man ager

Mark Ryckm an  to begin  th e
budgetary t im e fram e earlier. 

Len gth en in g th e p rocess
wou ld  p rovide add it ion al
t im e to work on  th e spen din g

plan , Muccin i said. 
It  would also h elp stop city

departm en t  h eads from
padd in g th eir budget  an
ext ra 10 percen t , Muccin i
said, because it  would give
th e coun cil m ore t im e to
scru t in ize th e departm en t
h eads’ p roposed  spen d in g
plan s.

“We won ’t h ave a room  of
people sit t in g aroun d n ext
year won derin g wh at is bein g
don e,” Muccin i said durin g a
public m eet in g Mon day
n igh t. 

“Th e budget process is set
by th e Corn in g City Ch arter,”
Ryckm an  respon ded.

“You don ’t  listen , if we

SEE M UCCINI | 7A

Muccin i under fire
for budget rem arks

MUCCINI

DERRICK EK | THE LEADER

Curt is Kent  and Clif f  Kent  Jr., sons of t he late Cl if f  Kent
Sr., repair a fence on the family’s farm. 

BY DERRICK EK
dek@the-leader.com

T h e fam ily of Cliff
Ken t Sr., a local
dairy farm er killed

in  a tractor acciden t last
week, is goin g th rough  an
in credibly tough  t im e.

Ken t’s callin g h ours an d
fun eral were h eld last week-
en d, an d th e fam ily is deal-
in g with  fin an cial an d legal
m atters. 

On  top of all th at, h is two
son s h ave been  tryin g to
keep th e farm  run n in g, but

are facin g a tall task.
Alth ough  th ey’ve always
h elped out, Ken t was th e
m asterm in d an d backbon e
of th e operat ion , especially
wh en  it  cam e to crop m an -
agem en t, said h is son , Cliff
Ken t Jr.

But th is week, a group of
fellow farm ers an d lon gtim e
frien ds got togeth er to h elp
th e fam ily p lan t 120 acres of
corn  an d oth er crops n eeded
to sustain  th e dairy h erd on
several large swath s of lan d 

SEE FARM ERS | 7A

Farm ers ch ip in  to help
fam ily after tragedy

Taking care of their own

Inside
Complete results of the 
Bill Griffths Pro-Am. 7A
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