
BY ANNE GEARAN
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON | Th e Russian
Bear is back, an d th e Un ited
States doesn ’t  seem  to be able to
do m uch  about it .

Th e Un ited States saw trouble
com in g between  Russia an d
Georgia, a form er Soviet republic
turn ed n em esis, but d idn ’t  h ave
en ough  leverage, focus or resolve
to in terven e. Even  Secretary of
State Con doleezza Rice, a special-
ist  on  th e old Soviet Un ion , m ay
h ave m isjudged th e com bustible
com bin ation  of Russian  griev-
an ce an d am bit ion .

Th e Bush  adm in istrat ion ’s
assuran ces of solidarity with  a
youn g dem ocracy also m ay h ave
given  Georgia’s silver-ton gued,
U.S.-educated leader a lit t le too
m uch  swagger as h e p icked a
playgroun d figh t h e n ever could
win  on  h is own .

Usin g a sledgeh am m er to swat a
fly, Russian  tan ks an d bom bers
widen ed th eir assault Mon day on
Georgia, th e closest frien d th e U.S.
h as am on g th e slowly dem ocratiz-
in g form er Soviet republics.

On ce war began , th e U.S.
looked h esitan t an d in effect ive,
an swerin g tan k colum n s with
jawbon in g by Presiden t Bush  on
th e sidelin es of th e Olym pic
Gam es in  Beijin g an d Rice on  th e
ph on e from  a resort vacation .

On  Mon day, four days in to

figh t in g th at h as killed h un -
dreds, Bush  was back in
Wash in gton , p lan n in g to address
th e crisis in  a Rose Garden
appearan ce with  reporters.

Russia blith ely ign ored U.S.
an d European  protests th at
Moscow sees as h ypocrit ical an d
th at it  kn ows will on ly go so far.
Despite wide con dem n ation  of
Russian  act ion  as illegit im ate, n o
on e was talkin g about sen din g
forces to h elp Georgia.

“Wh en  on e coun try con quers
an oth er th at is typ ically regarded
as pretty serious, an d th e in abili-
ty to do an yth in g about it  is
som eth in g th e Un ited States is
n ot accustom ed to,” said
Steph en  Sestan ovich , an  expert
on  Russia an d Eurasia at th e
Coun cil on  Foreign  Relat ion s.

Bush  h as put Moscow on
n otice th at U.S. relat ion s with
Russia would suffer if th e con flict
con tin ued, but Russian  leaders
kn ow th at Wash in gton  n eeds
th eir cooperat ion  on  a h ost of
world problem s. Th ey kn ow, too,
th at th e Am erican  public h as n o
stom ach  for war in  an  obscure
corn er of th e globe an d th at
Bush  will be out of a job in  five
m on th s. Th e two presiden tial
can didates, Republican  Joh n
McCain  an d Dem ocrat Barack
Obam a, h ave spoken  to th e cri-
sis, tryin g to sh ow resolve
again st Russian  adven turism .

Russian  forces seized several

towns and a m ilitary base deep in
western  Georgia on  Monday,
open ing a second fron t in  the
figh ting. Georgian  Presiden t
Mikhail Saakashvili said h is coun -
try had been  effectively cut in  half.

Saakash vili sign ed a cease-fire
pledge Mon day, an d at Georgia’s
request, th e U.N. Security
Coun cil in  New York called an
em ergen cy session  – th e fifth
m eetin g on  th e figh t in g in  as
m an y days.

Th e Bush  adm in istration  claim s
it h ad n o specific advan ce warn -
in g th at Georgia would try to
retake con trol of a breakaway bor-
der region  largely loyal to Russia.

Th at doesn ’t  m ean  dip lom ats,
in telligen ce an alysts an d oth ers
weren ’t  worried about worsen in g
Russian  relat ion s with  Georgia
over th e past two years an d in
part icu lar about th e sh ovin g
m atch  over eth n ic con flicts left
over from  th e Cold War.

Rice wen t to th e Georgian  capi-
tal of Tbilisi to try to calm  th in gs
down  in  July, but in furiated
Russia with  a public en dorsem en t
of Georgia’s “territorial in tegrity.” 

U.S. officials say th ey gave
Saakash vili a stron g warn in g n ot
to put a m atch  to th e eth n ic t in -
derboxes in  South  Ossetia an d
Abkh azia, even  as Rice an d oth -
ers took Georgia’s side in  public.
Bush  backed th e Georgian  claim
wh en  h e visited Tbilisi in  2005.

“Th e path  of freedom  you
h ave ch osen  is n ot easy, but
you will n ot travel it  alon e,”
Bush  said th en .
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PILLAR BOX
Red

Pinot Noir

OZ
$6 99
Chardonnay

CONCHA Y
TORO

$5 99

ECCO DOMANI
Chardonnay/Pinot Grigio

Blend

SALMON RUN

$10 99
Pinot Noir

BALLATORE
Spumante

SKYY
Vodka

BACARDI
RUM

33.8 OZ.

$13 99
Light & Dark

MIX AND MAMIX AND MATCHTCH
WINE, CHAMPWINE, CHAMPAGNE  & VERMOUTH CASES.AGNE  & VERMOUTH CASES.

CERCERTTAIN ITEMS EXCLUDED.AIN ITEMS EXCLUDED.
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BROWNE
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$8 99
$10 99

Box Wine

$11 99

CANADIAN
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59.2OZ.

$14 99
Whisky

BAREFOOT
Pinot Grigio

$7 99

Shiraz, Shiraz/Cabernet,
Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot

25.4 OZ.

2/ $1199169OZ.

Value priced from Australia. 50.7 OZ.

Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot, 
White Zinfandel

Frontera Merlot

JACOBS
CREEK

Rated
90

Sweet & lively.

$21 99

SUTTER HOME
Chardonnay

$7 99

59.2 OZ.

25.4OZ.

Ripe & smooth, elegantly balanced.

Rated
87

25.4 OZ.

Great blend of Shiraz, 
Cabernet & Merlot.

50.7OZ.

$6 99
25.4OZ.

No oak, ripe flavors & nice acidity.
25.4 OZ.

50.7 OZ. 25.4OZ.
50.7 OZ.

JAGERMEISTER
Liqueur

$22 99
33.8 OZ.

ROMANA
Sambuca

$24 99
33.8 OZ.
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THE POLICE BEAT
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A REA  C RI M E REP O RT

HOSPITALS

IRA DAVENPORT |  BATH

Admitted | 08.10.08
•  Shirley K. Clark, Bath.

•  David M. Phinney, Bath.

CORRECTIONS

2A | TUESDAY | AUGUST 12 | 2008 The LEADER

LOTTERIES

NEW  YORK

Daily |  9-7-5 | 5-9-8

Lucky Sum |  21 | 22

Take Five |  6-18-12-37-2

WinFour |  2-8-0-6 | 5-5-0-1

Lucky Sum |  16 | 11

Pick 10 | 1-9-11-18-19-20-

21-24-27-28-33-44-49-51-

58-59-65-66-69-73

PENNSYLVANIA

Daily |  0-3-1 | 1-9-0

Big 4 |  0-3-4-9 | 9-5-9-6

Cash 5 |  05-15-21-24-28

Mix & Match |  09-17-10-

03-13

Treasure Hunt  |  1-9-12-

15-24

■ If you see something incor-
rect in The Leader’s news cover-
age, please call the editorial
department at (607) 936-4651,
Ext. 652, after 8 a.m. weekdays
and after 3 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Written requests for
corrections may be sent by fax
at (607) 936-9939, e-mail at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
mail at The Leader, P.O. Box
1017, Corning, N.Y. 14830.

STEUBEN SHERIFF

PROBATION VIOLATION
CORNING | Donielle G. Fisher, 27, of West William
Street, Corning, was charged Monday with a pro-
bation violation. He was jailed on $10,000 cash bail
or $20,000 property bond.

ADDISON VILLAGE

M ULTIPLE CHARGES
ADDISON | Jacob Canute, 17, of Addison, was
charged Saturday with criminal mischief, obstruct-
ing governmental administration and third-degree
escape.

HARASSM ENT
ADDISON | Ila Estep, 32, of Addison, was charged
Saturday with second-degree harassment.

• • •
ADDISON | Jessica Okonsky, 30, of Addison, was
charged Thursday with second-degree harassment.

FAILURE TO PAY
ADDISON | Benjamin Hoaglin, 26, of Addison, was
charged Friday with failure to pay a fine.

ELMIRA CITY

POT POSSESSION
ELM IRA | Mark A. Jones Jr., 21, of Lynwood
Avenue, Elmira Heights, was charged Thursday with
unlawful possession of marijuana.

FORGED INSTRUM ENT
ELM IRA | Charles T. Rumpff, 23, of 12th Street,
Watkins Glen, was charged Thursday with second-
degree possession of a forged instrument.

FALSE REPORT
ELM IRA | Bonnie L. Silvernail, 51, of West First
Street, Elmira, was charged Thursday with falsely
reporting an incident.

CORNING CITY

COM PLAINTS |  08.10.08
1:14 a.m. A caller said two white men were peer-
ing into houses on William Street.
4:41 a.m. A Fourth Street woman said she heard
a car alarm.
6:17 a.m. A woman said someone broke into the
vending machine at the Red Arrow Laundromat.
9:02 a.m. A caller said a woman was threatening
another woman at a Columbia Street apartment.
11:08 a.m. A caller said two young kids were
attempting to steal a bike at Stewart Park.
12:11 p.m. A caller said a woman was hitting a
toddler at a residence on Fourth Street.
12:35 p.m. A caller said kids were setting off fire-
works in Denison Park.
12:42 p.m. A woman said someone went
through her vehicles while there were parked in a
garage on East First Street.
12:58 p.m. A man said he was threatened by two
other men on East Second Street.
2 p.m. A woman said someone stole her purse
near Vitrix Glass.
2:52 p.m. A caller said two men were attempting
to break into a house on East Second Street.
8:26 p.m. A Second Street woman said three
males were on her shed.

AREA BIRTHS

CORNING HOSPITAL

Monday | 08.11.08
•  A boy to Mandy and Danny
White.

BY JOE DUNNING
jdunning@the-leader.com

CORNING |  Dem ocrat  Eric
Massa is askin g h is polit ical oppo-
n en t, U.S. Rep. Joh n  R.  “Ran dy”
Kuh l Jr., for a favor.

Massa called on  Kuh l Mon day
to ask Presiden t Bush  to call both
h ouses of Con gress back in  to ses-
sion  an d address th e soarin g cost
o f gaso lin e an d  th e loom in g
th reat  o f h igh  h om e h eat in g
prices.

Both  can didates for th e 29th
Con gression al Dist rict  h ave
expressed frustrat ion  with  in ac-
t ion  in  Con gress an d th e leader-
sh ip ’s recen t decision  to recess for
five weeks.

Massa’s an n oun cem en t h elps
distan ce th e form er Navy com -
m an der from  Speaker Nan cy
Pelosi an d Majority Leader Harry
Reid at a t im e wh en  th e en ergy

crisis is fore-
m ost  in  th e
m in ds o f
Am erican s.

M a s s a ’ s
release was
also laced
with  political
sarcasm  as he
asked Kuh l, a
Republican , to
“utilize h is
close, person-
al relationsh ip with  Presiden t Bush
and ask h im  to order both  houses of
Congress back in to session .”

Massa h as previously referred to
Kuh l as a “rubber stam p” to
Bush ’s policies.

Massa said th e en ergy crisis cre-
ates an  ext raord in ary circum -
stan ce th at gives th e presiden t
con st itu t ion al auth ority to call
con gress back to work.

Kuh l was in  Wash in gton

Mon day join -
ing fellow Rep-
ublican s in
protest of the
recess. 

“While some
m em bers are
usin g th is 
five-week va-
cation  to travel
aroun d th e
coun try pro-
moting their
books, members of the Republican
Party are staying in  D.C. to work to
ease your pain  at the pump,’’ Kuh l
said in  a floor speech. 

Just in  Stokes, Kuh l’s cam paign
m an ager, respon ded to Massa’s
statem en ts sayin g: “If Mr. Massa
is serious about d isagreein g with
Speaker Pelosi, m aybe h e sh ould
put h is m on ey wh ere h is m outh
is an d return  th e $14,000 in  cam -
paign  con tribut ion s h e’s received
from  Pelosi. Oth erwise, h is state-
m en t is just deceptive, h ypocrit i-
cal an d  h igh ligh ts everyth in g
th at’s wron g with  th e Dem ocrat ic
m ajority th at ’s leadin g Con gress.”

Massa calls upon 
rival Kuhl for  ‘ favor ’
Th inks he can  in fluence
Bush  to recall Congress

AP ANALYSIS:

U.S. can’t do much to stop Russia
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