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Protesters of t he war in Iraq picket  Thursday on the  end of Centerway Bridge.

Alleged child
killer doesn’t
take stand
BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

ELM IRA | Th e eviden ce
ph ase of th e Avery Baker Jr.
m urder trial en ded Th ursday

even in g with -
ou t  th e
accused ch ild
killer takin g
th e witn ess
stan d.

Th e case will
go to th e jury
th is m orn in g
after closin g

argum en ts an d in struct ion s
from  th e judge.

Baker is accused of killin g
20-m on th -old Jordan  Stein er
by sh akin g h im  an d th rowin g
h im  to th e floor Sept. 15,
2006, at a Harriet Street apart-
m en t in  th e city.

Th e 22-year-old Elm ira m an
is ch arged with  secon d-degree
m urder, first -an d secon d-
degree m an slaugh ter an d two
m isdem ean ors. He faces up to
25 years to life in  prison  if con -
victed.

Th e prosecution  rested its
case Th ursday aftern oon  after
callin g m ore th an  15 witn ess-
es. Th e defen se called just on e,
path ologist  Peter Ostrow, a
decorated doctor from  th e
State Un iversity of New York at
Buffalo.

After Assistan t  District
At torn ey Dam ian  Son sire
called Dr. Paul Gosin k, wh o
perform ed Stein er’s autopsy,
defen se attorn ey Dave Ryn ders
called Ostrow in  an  attem pt to
refute som e m edical eviden ce.

Gosin k said Stein er died as
th e resu lt  of “blun t  force
in juries of th e h ead” as th e
result of bein g th rown  to th e
floor. He said  th e t raum a
caused a subarach n oid h em or-
age in  wh ich  blood spread
across Stein er’s brain . Th e doc-
tor said a n orm al bum p on  th e
h ead would n ot cause such  an
in jury.

Ostrow defin ed th e death  as
h ypoxia, a lack of oxygen  to
th e brain , add in g a sm all
bum p to th e h ead could cause
a h em orage sim ilar to th e on e
Stein er suffered.

But durin g cross exam in a-
tion , Ostrow said h ypoxia an d
bleedin g of th e brain  can  par-
allel each  oth er.

Also Th ursday, Son sire read
a statem en t, taken  after th e
death  by In v. Rich ard Weed, in
wh ich  Baker adm itted to sh ak-
in g Stein er an d th rowin g h im
to th e groun d because h e was
an gry with  th e ch ild for draw-
in g on  th e television  with  a
crayon .

Th e t rial will resum e at  
8:30 a.m . today.

Protesters call for end of war
BY SARAH GROSSMAN
sgrossman@the-leader.com

CORNING | Th ree local war
veteran s requested a ch an ge
in  th e Iraq war policy durin g
a rally Th u rsday n ear
Cen terway Bridge.

Th e veteran s, also  regis-
t ered  Rep u b lican s, ad d -
ressed  U.S. Rep . Joh n  R.
“Ran d y” Ku h l Jr., R-
Ham m on d sp o rt , in  t h eir
speech es. Th ey said  th ey felt
th e best  way to  support  th e
t roop s is t o  b r in g t h em
h om e from  a war th at  h as
don e m ore h arm  th an  good
by creat in g en em ies wh ere
n on e p reviously existed .

“It  is n ow clear to m e th at a
polit ical an d dip lom atic solu-

t ion  in  Iraq  can n ot  be
ach ieved by con tin u in g our
cu rren t  st rategy,” said
Grah am  D. Wigh tm an , a
Korean  War veteran . 

“Th e Bush  Adm in istrat ion ’s
arrogan ce in  th e prosecution
of th is illegal war h as squan -
dered our resources, created
en em ies wh ere n on e existed,
an d st retch ed our m ilitary
th in  ...,” said Wayn e Wells, a
Vietn am  veteran .

About 40 people part icipat-
ed in  th e rally h eld by th e
Am erican s Again st Escalat ion
in  Iraq, alth ough  th eir audi-
en ce was far sm aller.
Mem bers o f th e area’s
Peacefu l Gath erin gs h elped
coordin ate th e rally.

Cyril Mych alejko, o f 

th e Am erican s Again st
Escalat ion , said m ore rallies
were bein g p lan n ed th rough -
out th e sum m er un til Kuh l
gets th e m essage th at h is con -
st ituen ts wan t h im  to vote for
a troop with drawal.

“Kuh l said previously, th at
like everyon e, h e wan ted th e
war to en d,” Mych alejko said.
Bu t  th en  h e “flip -flopped”
an d didn ’t  vote Wedn esday
on  recen t  legislat ion  th at
would h ave set a deadlin e for
brin gin g th e troops h om e, h e
said.

Kuh l said from  h is office in
Wash in gton  Th u rsday th at
h e will wait  un t il a report on
th e status of th e war is given
in  Septem ber by Gen . David
Pet raeus an d  Iraq

Am bassador Ryan  Crocker
before decid in g if a ch an ge in
strategy is warran ted.

Am on g th e few wh o cam e
to listen  to th e protesters was
a fam ily from  Pitsburgh , Pa.
wh o were visit in g th e area for
th e first t im e.

“I th ough t th at  it  was real-
ly n eat  th at  a sm aller town
was h avin g a protest  for en d-
in g th e war,” said  Marin a
Miller. “Th ere h ave n o t  
been  m an y p ro tests in
Pit tsburgh .”

“My favorite ph rase was
wh en  on e p rotester said  ‘we
h ave becom e th e en em y we
are t ryin g to  beat ,’” said  Fred
Miller. “I adm ire th e peop le
wh o  were th ere (at  t h e
rally).”

Arrest m ade in
H’h eads bar blaze
THE LEADER STAFF

HORSEHEADS | An  arrest
h as been  m ade in  con n ection
with  a fire th at caused exten -
sive dam age to Son n y’s Bar in
Horseh eads, state po lice
an n oun ced Th ursday.

Jam es D. Savey, 23, of Level
Acres Drive, Horseh eads, h as
been  ch arged  with  fou rth -
degree arson , a class E felon y.
He’s accused  o f start in g a
blaze early Mon day m orn in g

at Son n y’s, located on  Level
Acres Drive off Old  Ith aca
Road.

Th e fire was n ot in ten tion -
ally set , accord in g to state
police.

An  in vest igat ion  revealed
Savey d iscarded  a bu rn in g
item  in  a reckless m an n er,
causin g th e b laze, po lice
report.

Savey is sch edu led  to
appear in  Horseh eads Town
Court at 7 p.m . Aug. 9.

Tioga Coun ty, Nichols
get gam ing dividends
BY AMANDA BAIRD
Sayre Morning Times

NICHOLS | Th e Town  of
Nich ols an d Tioga Coun ty
were th e recipien ts of a com -
bin ed win dfall of over
$550,000 Wedn esday after-
n oon  as th e gam in g facility at
Tioga Down s paid out a m ajor
dividen d on  th e eve of its on e-
year an n iversary.

On  h an d for th e awardin g of
th e m on ey were Nich ols Town
Supervisor Jam es Bran ston ,
Tioga Coun ty Legislatu re
Ch airm an  Dale Weston , an d
New York State Sen . Tom
Libous, R-Bin gh am ton .

Libous p resen ted  two
ch ecks on  beh alf of th e state
an d Tioga Down s – on e in  th e
am oun t of $243,905 to th e

Town  of Nich ols an d on e for
$327,719 to Tioga Coun ty.

Th e fun din g was th e result
of an  agreem en t m ade last
year between  Tioga Down s
an d  th e state Legislatu re
design ed to “m ake it  work for
th e com m un ity,” accordin g to
Libous.

Th e sen ator furth er reported
th at “a m ajority of th e gam in g
reven ues received by th e state
th is year h ave gon e to educa-
tion .”

Libous wen t on  to praise th e
racin o an d its staff, callin g
Tioga Down s “on e of th e fin est
facilit ies in  th e North east.”

Weston  said th e coun ty will
likely use th e m on ey to reduce
property taxes th is fall an d “try
to take som e of th e burden  off
th e taxpayers’ sh oulders.”

Audit ions set  for
‘The Full Monty’
HORSEHEADS | Elmira Little
Theatre will hold auditions for
its upcoming production of the
musical comedy “ The Full
Monty”  at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Sunday at Dancer’s Alley, 94B
Old Ithaca Road, Horseheads.
There are both singing and
speaking roles available. Copies
of the script are available at the
Southeast Steuben County
Library in Corning and the
Steele Memorial Library in
Elmira. Rehearsals begin in
August, and the shows begin in
late September. For more
details, call 846-0692 or go to

www.elmiralittletheatre.com

Regatta, boat
show set  for Sun.
HAM M ONDSPORT | The
25th annual Boat Show and
Regatta will be held today
through Sunday on Keuka Lake.
The event will feature boats
from the 1930s and a regatta
for power and non-power
boats. There will also be a
narrated cruise and lunch on
Keuka Lake, wine tasting
reception, a parade, chicken
barbecue and food vendors.
The event is sponsored by Wine
Country Classic Boats, a
chapter of the Antique and
Classic Boat Society.

Family Service Society to part icipate
CORNING | Family Service Society Inc. will participate in the
Summer Food Service Program through Aug. 31. Meals will
be provided to all children age 18 and under at no charge at
the following site:
■ Corning Area Youth Center, 79 Flint Ave., Corning |
breakfast from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and supper from 5-
5:30 p.m. For more information, call Michele at 936-3507 or
Tricia at 936-4116.
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