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GOOD NEWS Protesters

invite Kuhl
to meeting

BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH | Rough ly a dozen
an t i-war p ro testers left  an
in vitat ion  Th ursday for U.S.
Rep. Joh n  R. “Ran dy” Kuh l Jr.,
to m eet with  th em  to d iscuss
h is stan ce on  th e war in  Iraq.

Th e group, local represen ta-
t ives of Am erican s Again st
Escalat ion  in  Iraq, wan t Kuh l
to atten d th eir “Take A Stan d
Day” town  h all m eetin g set
for 7 p .m . Aug. 28 at  St .
Th om as Episcopal Ch urch  in
Bath .

Th e m eetin g is part of th e
n at ion wide “Iraq  Sum m er”
cam paign  design ed  to  pu t
p ressu re on  con gression al
leaders n ow backin g Presiden t
Bush ’s policies in  Iraq.

Th e an ti-war act ivists said
th ey wan t Kuh l to explain  h is
backin g of war policies th at
could lead to prolon ged com -
bat in  Iraq.

Th ursday’s visit  to Kuh l’s
office was at th e least th e
th ird an ti-war dem on strat ion

at th e con gressm an ’s office in
th e last m on th . Five protest-
ers were arrested Aug. 7 wh en
th e refused to leave th e office
as it  was closin g for th e day.

Oth er issues are th e grow-
in g su icide rate am on g U.S.
sold iers in  th e war-torn  coun -
try, an d question s about th e
in tegrity of a report expected
in  Sep tem ber from  Gen .
David  Pet raeus, U.S., com -
m an der in  Iraq.

Wayn e Wells, of Cam eron
Mills, said as lon g as Kuh l
supports Bush , h e sh ould be
h eld  accoun table for Bush
policies “wh ich  m ake th e U.S.
look weak an d evil.”

But so far, Kuh l h as refused
to an swer calls an d declin ed
oth er m eetin gs with  th e pro-
testers, accord in g to  Cyril
Mych alejko, spokesm an  for
th e group.

Mych alejko said  Kuh l
replied in  writ in g to an  earlier
in vitat ion  from  group m em -
ber Ch ristoph er Tate for a
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Protesters arrive at  U.S. Rep. John R. “Randy” Kuhl J r.’s
off ice in Bath.
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Th e Guth rie Corn in g
Hospital Auxiliary recen tly
don ated $94,000 to
Corn in g Hospital th rough
proceeds raised from  th e
an n ual Valen tin e’s Ball,
House Tour, Fash ion  Sh ow,
Bridge Marath on , Love
Con es rem em bran ces, Pop
Can  Fun  Run , lobby sales
an d “Hospitality
Cookbook” sales. Th e
am oun t raised is a record
don ation . Proceeds will be
used to purch ase ultra-
soun d m ach in es for th e
Breast Care Cen ter.

• • •
Lillian  Tick h as been

n am ed “2007 Volun teer of
th e Year” by
m em bers of
th e
Auxiliary of
Corn in g
Hospital at
a recen t
volun teer
recogn it ion
even t at th e

Corn in g Coun try Club.
Sh e received a gift  of

Steuben  crystal as a token
of appreciation  for h er
com m itm en t an d service

to th e h ospital an d th e
Corn in g area com m un ity.
Sin ce 1996, h er diligen ce,
perseveran ce, an d guid-
an ce of th e en tire auxiliary
organ ization  h ave resulted
in  a fin an cial gift  of over
$700,000 to Corn in g
Hospital. Un der h er leader-
sh ip, th e auxiliary h as won
th e HANYS (Health care
Association  of New York
State) Advocacy Award
an n ually. In  addit ion  to
h er service to th e h ospital,
sh e fin ds t im e to volun teer
for th e Red Cross an d th e
Health  Min istry.

• • •

Th e Cam pbell Lion s
Club Ch orus of New York
perform ed at th e 7th
an n ual Lion s Clubs
In tern ation al Perform an ce
Festival July 3, h eld durin g
th e 90th  an n ual Lion s
Clubs In tern ation al
Con ven tion  in  Ch icago,
Ill. at th e McCorm ick
Con ven tion  Cen ter. Th e
even t was atten ded by
approxim ately 15,000
Lion s from  aroun d th e
world. 

Th is ch orus perform ed
th ree son gs. Th e first was a

George an d Ira Gersh win
favorite, “Strike up th e
Ban d,” followed by th e sig-
n ature son g of th e Big
Apple, “New York, New
York.” Th eir fin al son g was
a Lion s origin al.  Written
by Lion  Babette Peredn ia
with  words by Lion  Bob
Everett th e son g,“Hasten
th e Day”, is based on
Helen  Keller’s speech  th at
ch allen ged Lion s to
becom e kn igh ts of th e
blin d. Th e son gs were per-
form ed before h un dreds of
Lion s in  atten dan ce. 

• • •
Th e Ch arles E. Wescott

Am erican  Legion  Un it
#173 h eld in stallat ion  of
officers in  Jun e.
Nom in ated to serve for th e
2007-08 year were Mary
Jan e Orr as presiden t,
Jackie Sum m ers as first
vice-presiden t; Jan et Bruce
as secon d vice-presiden t;
Joyce Marsh all as secretary;
Lin da Slack as treasurer;
an d Iren e Hall as sergean t-
at-arm s.

PROVIDED TO THE LEADER

Carol Rubin, auxiliary t reasurer ( left )  and Marilyn C uster-M it chell, chief oper-
at ing off icer of Corning Hospital. 

Guthrie Auxiliary donates
to Corning Hospital

TICK

Pellet
plan t
working
after fire
BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

TUSCARORA |  A fire
Wedn esday even in g at  th e
In stan tHeat Wood Pellet In c.
factory on  State Route 417
caused m in im al dam age an d
sligh t ly d isrupted production ,
p lan t  m an ager Scot t  Drake
said Th ursday.

Accord in g to  Drake, th e
flam es were ext in gu ish ed
with in  m in u tes of ign it ion
an d  fire crews com p letely
sm oth ered sm olderin g debris
approxim ately th ree h ou rs
after th e blaze sparked.

Th e p lan t was back produc-
in g wood pellets, an  altern a-
t ive h eatin g fuel, Th ursday.
Drake said th e fire d isrupted
service for “m aybe eigh t
h ours.”

Drake said  th e filt rat ion
un it  th at caugh t fire suffered
on ly m in im al dam age.

Th e fire was sm all an d
m ain ten an ce crews at  th e
plan t h ad a p lan  to ext in guish
th e fire. Drake said a passerby,
n ot a p lan t em ployee, called
firefigh ters for assistan ce.

Drake said th e type of fire
th at struck th e p lan t is “n ot
un com m on .”

Fire crews said som eth in g
with in  th e filt rat ion  system
caused frict ion , wh ich  started
th e blaze.

BY BEN DOBBIN
Associated Press Writer

CHILI | Five teen agers wh ose
car veered off a coun try road
at h igh  speed, killin g th e driv-
er an d two passen gers, h ad
been  spooked by a m an  wh o
poun ded on  th eir car win dow
an d a m otorist wh o tried to
block th eir car an d th en  gave
ch ase, th e two survivors say.

Two girls in ju red  in  th e
Mem orial Day weeken d crash
told police th at two carloads
of teen s h ad stopped at a pop-
u lar h an gout on  th e outskirts
of th is Roch ester suburb wh en
a m an  in  h is early 20s “cam e
run n in g out of th e woods an d
started poun din g h is fists” on
a side win dow of th eir car.

Mom en ts later, accordin g to
Rach ael Devries, 15, an d
Ch rist in a LeMura, 16, an oth er
m an  drove up in  a sport u t ili-
ty veh icle an d tried to block
th e road. Brian  Sayasith , 17,
wh o was drivin g th eir car,
steered aroun d th e SUV an d
took off “very fast” with  th e
SUV in  pursu it , Devries said.

SEE CRASH | 5A

Survivors:
Teens were
con fron ted
before crash

IN BRIEF

Village office to
close next  week
HAM M ONDSPORT | The
Hammondsport Village
Clerk’s office will be closed
next week. The office will
reopen at 9 a.m. Aug. 27.

• • •

SAVONA | Savona Village
offices will be closed from
Monday through Sept. 4.

■ St af f  report s

FINAL

clearance

1/2 1/2Of Price
ONE DAY ONLY

SATURDAY, AUG. 18th, 8:30 A.M. til 5:30 P.M

Over 4000 pieces junior, missy and women’s
sportswear & dresses

all in one area on the main floor.
Also selected children’s & men’s wear in their depts.

Group wan ts to talk
stance on  Iraq war
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