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IT ’S THAT TIME AGAIN !!

Love,
Mom,
Dad &
Corey

Good Luc k
Nic k!

2x4 w/photoonly $3600

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, OCT. 22ND, 5PM

PUBLISHES: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24TH

HAPPY ADS
STOP IN TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD!

OR CALL : 936-4651
•   Joni ext. 341  •   Teresa ext. 389

2x2
$1800

34 W. Pulteney St., Corning, NY

Good Luc k
Te a m !

From the
Cheerleaders

Other sizes and prices available
*Prepayment required

PROVIDED TO THE LEADER

Pauline Lewis of Corning, a ret iring long-t ime memb er
of t he Onwentsia Chapter of Daughters of t he America n
Revolut ion, was recognized for 18 years of service t o
the organizat ion as Regent  and Chaplain during the
organizat ion’s f irst  2008 meet ing held on Sept . 20 at
the Cent ral Restaurant  in Painted Post . The event  w as
t it led “In Honor of t he Const it ut ion, Our Membership
and Our Memories.”

GOOD NEWS

PROVIDED TO THELEADER

Elmira Cit y Councilman Sue Skidmore and Steuben Coun ty
Legislator Tom Schwartz, R-Corning Town, have endor sed
Democrat ic candidate for Congress Eric Massa.

PROVIDED TO THE LEADER

Boy Scouts of America member, 14-year-old Josh Holler an,
of Corning, presented a commentary on the Preamble t o
the Const it ut ion as part  of t he Const it ut ion Week i n
America celebrat ion during the f irst  2008 meet ing o f t he
Daughters of t he American Revolut ion.

Commit tee
agrees to
up funding
BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH | Road m ain ten an ce
an d con struction  in  Steuben
Coun ty sh ould con tin ue on
pace n ext year based on  budg-
et recom m en dation s Th ursday
by th e coun ty Legislatu re’s
Fin an ce Com m ittee.

Com m ittee m em bers, m eet-
in g for th eir th ird budget work-
sh op th is week, agreed to coun -
ty Adm in istrator Mark Alger’s
proposal to in crease road work
fun ds n ext year by $800,000.
Th e in crease brin gs coun ty
fun din g for all Public Works’
capital an d repair projects’ up
to rough ly $5.3 m illion .

But with  lean  t im es ah ead
an d a sh aky state budget, th e
com m it tee cu t  h igh way
equipm en t purch ases an d fuel
costs by $300,000 each .

Plan s to upgrade th e electri-
cal system  at Kan akadea Park
in  Horn ell for $30,000 were
in cluded in  th e budget un der
m ajor projects, an d given  pre-

lim in ary approval. Salaries
an d ben efits in  th e depart-
m en t will in crease n ext year,
bu t all oth er expen ses will
rem ain  at curren t spen din g
levels.

Alger said th e public works
budget will allow th e depart-
m en t to “con tin ue to do th e
roads at a level th at m akes
sen se.”

Public Works Com m ission er
Vin ce Spagn olet t i said  th e
departm en t will be able to do
m ost of th e projects p lan n ed
for n ext year.

“In  a crisis tim e for budgets,
th is is all righ t,” Spagnolett said.
“They’ve been  good to us.”

Spagn olet t i said  th e fuel
allotm en t n ext year sh ould be
en ough , provided th e cost of
d iesel doesn ’t  in crease sign ifi-
can tly.

Com m ittee m em bers app-
eared  crit ical o f som e of
Spagn olet t i’s requests, refer-
rin g th em  as a “Ch ristm as
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Politicians endorse Massa
BY JEFFERY SMITH
jsmith@the-leader.com

CORNING | Th e con gres-
sion al cam paign  of Dem ocrat
Eric Massa received backin g
Th u rsday from  two local
polit ician s with  lon g h istories
in  th e Republican  Party.

Steuben  Coun ty Legislator
Tom Schwartz, R-Corn ing Town,
and Elm ira City Councilm an
Sue Skidmore endorsed Massa in
h is run  against U.S. Rep. John  R.
“Randy” Kuh l Jr., R-Hammond-
sport.

“Eric sees th rough  part isan
polit ics an d is always willin g
to  reach  across th e aisle,”
Sch wartz said. “In  Con gress,

Eric will put us first an d I am
con fiden t th at h e will figh t for
b ipart isan  so lu t ion s to  ou r
everyday problem s.” 

Skidm ore, a Republican  for
m ore th an  20 years wh o
switch ed part ies th is m on th ,
said sh e is proud to en dorse
Massa. 

Massa said th e people of
western  New York are t ired of
th e failures of th e Bush -Kuh l
adm in istrat ion .

“I am  h on ored  by th e
en dorsem en t of m y frien ds
Sue Skidm ore an d  Tom
Sch wartz because th ey h ave
decided to put western  New
Yorkers above part isan  poli-
t ics,” Massa said.
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PENN YAN |  Th e Yates
Coun ty Organ ic an d Vit icu l-
ture Market Expan sion  Pro-
gram  will receive a $1 m illion
state gran t.

Th e fun ds will h elp estab-
lish  a n ew cen ter to assist
organ ic an d vit icu lture busi-
n esses in  Yates Coun ty.

State Sen . George Win -
n er Jr., R-Elm ira, an d
Assem blym an  Jim  Bacalles, 
R-Corn in g, join ed local farm -
ers an d  busin ess leaders
Th ursday to  an n oun ce th e
details of th e fun din g.

“We n eed to stay focused on
revitalizin g th e upstate econ o-

m y an d h ere, in  Yates Coun ty,
on e of th e econ om ic foun da-
t ion s we can  build upon  is
agricu lture,” Win n er said.

Bacalles said organ ic farm -
in g an d vit icu lture busin ess is
a vital part of Yates Coun ty’s
econ om ic structure.

“Th is program  will ben efit
th e area on  every level,”
Bacalles said. “It  creates jobs,
st ren gth en s th e agricu ltu re
in dustry an d delivers an  in i-
t iat ive wh ich  will brin g
trem en dous dividen ds to th e
en tire region .” 

Agricu lture is th e m ain stay
of th e Yates Coun ty econ om y
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Kuhl to appear on
ABC’s ‘20/ 20’ show
BATH | Viewers of ABC’s
“ 20/20” may notice a familiar
face when they tune in tonight.
U.S. Rep. John R. “ Randy”  Kuhl
Jr. will appear on the news
show and discuss the federal
Farm Bill passed by Congress

this year.  Kuhl, R-
Hammondsport, serves on the
House Agriculture Committee
talks about the bill’s investment
in fruit and vegetable
production, specialty crops,
conservation programs and the
food stamp program. The
program airs at 10 p.m.
■ Staff report

Program  to receive
$1M state gran t

BY JOHN ZICK
jzick@the-leader.com

CORNING | Th e in cum ben t
an d ch allen ger for th e 53rd
Sen ate District con tin ued to
push  th eir agen das Th ursday
durin g a debate at Corn in g

C o m m u n i t y
College.

State Sen .
George Win -
n er reiterated
th e econ om y
bein g th e
n um ber on e
issue facin g

th e state govern m en t.
“Your n ext  state sen ator

h as to put th e figh t for eco-
n om ic security first,” Win n er
said.

Win n er said lowerin g prop-
erty taxes an d cutt in g spen d-
in g are two keys to rein vigo-
rat in g th e econ om y.

Ch allen ger Joh n  Ton ello
said “Alban y is broken ” an d
true reform  is n eeded with in
th e state govern m en t.

“We can ’t
get  started
(fix in g New
York) un t il
we h ave fun -
dam en tal ref-
orm ,” Ton -
ello said.

Th u rsd ay’s
debate between  Win n er, 
R-Elm ira, an d  Ton ello ,
Elm ira’s Dem ocrat ic m ayor,
cam e on e day after th e m en
part icipated in  a live televised
debate.

Som e of th e talkin g poin ts
were th e sam e – in cludin g
jobs, th e econ om y, sam e-sex
m arriage an d h ealth  care –
bu t  Th u rsday’s debate
focused on  oth er issues, too.

Som e of Th ursday’s issues
in cluded:

The death penalty

Ton ello said  h e supports
capital pun ish m en t for cop-
killers bu t  said  th e death

pen alty is rarely effect ive. He
said life im prison m en t with -
out parole is actually a ch eap-
er altern ative to death  row.

Win n er said h e h as been  a
death -pen alty advocate h is
en tire career.

Th e sen ator cited  th e
March  2006 sh ootin g death
of state Trooper An drew Sperr
in  Big Flats. Accordin g to trial
test im on y, th e m an  wh o sh ot
an d  killed  Sperr, An th on y
Horton , d iscussed New York
n ot h avin g capital pun ish -
m en t  m om en ts before h e
sh ot Sperr.

“Th ere are in stan ces wh ere
capital pun ish m en t can  act as
a deterren t,” Win n er said.

Th e death  pen alty – as writ-
ten  in  New York – h as been
ru led  un con st itu t ion al be-
cause o f in adequate ju ry
in struct ion s.

Taxes

Win n er said th e state n eeds

a property tax cap an d sh ould
n ot  take away taxpayer
exem ption s.

“Real property tax relief is
h old in g back busin ess in  New
York state,” Win n er said.

Ton ello said n ot on ly are
property taxes too h igh , but
in com e an d sales tax are h igh
as well.

“Taxes are a p roduct  o f
overspen din g by th e state,”
Ton ello said.

Ton ello  said  broad  tax
reform  is n eeded  an d  th e
state sh ould con sider elim i-
n at in g tax exem pt ion s for
everyon e except sen iors an d
veteran s.

“Everyon e sh ould pay th eir
fair sh are,” Ton ello said.

Accordin g to Ton ello, 65
percen t of people in  Ith aca
an d 38 percen t of people in
Elm ira are exem pt from  pay-
in g property taxes, m ean in g
th e rem ain in g percen tage of 
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COUNTY ROAD WORK

WINNER

TONELLO

Winner, Tonello spar in debate at CCC
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