
TODAY’S MEETINGS
School Board

6 p.m.
Campbell-Savona Central
Campbell-Savona High School, large group

instruction room

Canisteo-Greenwood Central
Canisteo-Greenwood High School, 84

Greenwood St., Canisteo

County Legislature

10 a.m.
Steuben
Legislative committee room, Steuben

County Office Building, 3 E. Pulteney Sq.,

Bath
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32 HP1 3-CYLINDER
DIRECT INJECTION

DIESEL ENGINE
Shown with 

optional Loader.

BY BOB RECOTTA
rrecotta@the-leader.com

CORNING | Less th an  a m on th  ago,
th e com m un ity was stun n ed wh en  it
h eard Sorge’s Restauran t, a com m un i-
ty fixture for m ore th an  50 years, h ad
burn ed to th e groun d. On  Sun day,
com m un ity m em bers cam e out to
sh ow th eir support  fo r th e Sorge 
fam ily.

More th an  2,000 people packed th e
Win gs of Eagles Discovery Cen ter
Sun day to atten d a ben efit  h eld for
th e Sorge fam ily. 

Th e ben efit  was organ ized by m an y
of th e Sorges’ fellow restaurateurs,
in cludin g Billy Spauldin g of Corn in g
Caterin g, Kirk DeClem en te of DeCle-
m en te’s Restauran t an d Tom m y Pieri
of Pieri’s Cen tral Restauran t.

“Wh en  I h eard about th e fire, I put
m yself in  th eir posit ion ,” DeClem en te
said. “My livelih ood, m y life gon e. I
h ad to do som eth in g. It ’s a com m un i-
ty even t. It  just sh ows h ow won derfu l

Corn in g is. Peop le com e togeth er
wh en ever som eon e is in  n eed.”

DeClem en te said about 100 local
m erch an ts don ated item s to th e silen t
auction  an d raffles. Th ey also sold
2,000 t ickets, with  people st ill buyin g
tickets at th e door.

Corn in g City Coun cilm an  Hilda
Lan do, D-3, wh o was also on  th e com -
m ittee th at p lan n ed th e ben efit , said
m ore th an  200 volun teers from  th e
com m un ity h elped m ake th e ben efit  a
success.

“I always kn ew th is was a won derfu l
com m un ity,” Lan do said. “Th is proves
it . Wh at an  am azin g turn out.”

Am on g th e com m un ity m em bers
wh o cam e out for th e ben efit  was Fran
Bates, wh o h as own ed Fran ’s Bridal
Sh op for m ore th an  50 years.

“My daugh ter was great frien ds with
Th eresa Sorge,” Bates said. “Th ey were
in  each  oth er’s weddin gs. I’ve kn own
Joe an d Mike Sorge all of th eir lives. I
was devastated over th eir loss.”

Joe Sorge, wh o co-own ed Sorge’s

Restauran t with  h is broth er Mike, said
h e was overwh elm ed by th e outpour-
in g of support from  h is com m un ity.
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2 from
Hornell
diagnosed
with  MRSA
BY DERRICK BALINSKY
The Evening Tribune

HORNELL | Two m em bers of
th e Horn ell com m un ity were
d iagn osed with  Meth icillin
Resistan t Staph ylococcus Aur-
eus  – a drug-resistan t staph
in fection  – last week, in clud-
in g a fem ale studen t-ath lete at
Horn ell High  Sch ool.

“We’ve becom e aware of th e
first cases of it  in  Horn ell. On e
of th ose cases is with  an  ath -
lete an d th e oth er case is with
an  in d ividual wh o h as n o
direct relation  to th e ath letic
program  at all,”  Gen e Mastin ,
director of ath letics at Horn ell
High  Sch ool, said Friday.

Lin da Blauers, a spokesper-
son  for St . Jam es Mercy
Hosp ital, said  sh e was n ot
aware of an y cases of MRSA
curren tly bein g treated in  th e
h ospital.

Gail Wech sler, Steuben
Coun ty Public Health  coordi-
n ator, said n o cases of MRSA
were reported in  th e coun ty
last year.

Mast in  said  th at  in  both
cases, th e MRSA in it ially
appeared as a sm all red patch
with  a dot  in  th e cen ter 
an d were m istaken  to be a 
spider bite. 

“With in  a day or two, each
of th ese areas grew bigger an d
warm er on  each  of th e people
wh o con tracted it . Th ey were
both  referred to fam ily ph ysi-
cian s wh o took cultures an d it
is n ow bein g t reated  with
an tibiotics,” Mastin  said.

MRSA occurs m ost often  in
people with  weak im m un e sys-
tem s, but it  can  also be presen t
with  h ealth y people. A MRSA
in fection  wil usually look like
a pim ple or boil an d can  be
red, swollen , pain fu l an d h ave
puss or flu id drain age. A m ore
serious in fection  m ay be pres-
en t if MRSA in fection s cause
pn eum on ia, blood stream  or
surgical woun d in fection s.

“MRSA is wh at we call a
drug-resistan t organ ism
because, basically, it ’s a bacteria
th at does n ot respon d to h is-
torical routin e treatm en t, but
we do h ave an tibiotics th at we
can  use,”  said  Mary An n
Mitch ell, an  in terim  in fection
con trol p reven t ion ist at  St .
Jam es Mercy Hosp ital in
Horn ell. 

BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

BATH |  Local econ om ic
developm en t groups are will-
in g to redevelop n early 500
acres o f un used  lan d  in
Pain ted  Post , Erwin  an d
Riverside, but th e question
rem ain s wh eth er th e state
will h ave th e m on ey to fun d
th e project.

Th e state’s Brown field
Opportun ity Area gran t ,

wh ich  pays for th e clean up
an d redevelopm en t of con -
tam in ated sites, is in  jeop-
ardy of n ot bein g fun ded in
th e n ext fiscal year.

Th at d idn ’t  stop both  th e
Steuben  Coun ty In dust rial
Developm en t  Agen cy an d
th e Sou th ern  Tier Cen t ral
Region al Plan n in g an d
Developm en t  Board  to  go
ah ead Th ursday an d apply
for brown field fun din g.

SCIDA board  m em bers

approved with out h esitat ion
appropriat in g $10,000 as th e
required 10 percen t m atch  of
local fun ds if th e gran t appli-
cat ion  is approved.

Later th at  day, region al
p lan n in g board m em bers fol-
lowed th at p ledge for a local
m atch  by agreein g to h old
public reviews before subm it-
t in g p lan s to develop several
acres in  Erwin , Pain ted Post 
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BY MARY PERHAM
leaderbath@yahoo.com

URBANA | Plan s to con -
n ect  two win eries to  th e
Ham m on dsport  m un icipal
water supply h ave been  res-
urrected followin g an  agree-
m en t to study th e p lan .

Th e Steuben  Coun ty
In dust rial Developm en t
Agen cy h as agreed to split
with  th e town  of Urban a
th e $10,000 cost for th e
study, wh ich  will exam in e
th e im pact  o f run n in g
water lin es to several busi-
n esses alon g state Rou te
54A, in cludin g Bully Hill
an d Heron  Hill win eries.

Th e idea was in it ially
raised in  2005, but gain ed
lit t le m om en tum . Th e proj-
ect recen tly received sup-
port  from  U.S. Rep. Eric
Massa, D-Corn in g, wh o h as

m et with  loc-
al officials.

Massa said
Friday h e
“ s t r o n g l y
su p p o r t e d ”
water d is-
tricts in  Urb-
an a as a way
to h elp  th e

win e an d  local tou rism

in dustries an d residen ts. 
“It ’s m y No. 1 priority,”

Massa said. “I n ever m ake
an y guaran tees but on ly th e
on e th at I will work aroun d
th e clock for m y district .”
Massa said th e water d istrict
is am on g local projects h e 
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More than 2000 come

out for Sorge benefit

Local businesses supplied food, items for even t

JASON COX | THE LEADER 

The Wings of Eagles Discovery Center in Big Flats wa s f illed to capacit y Sunday afternoon with supporters  of
the Sorge family.  The facilit y hosted a benefit  for  t he Sorge’s restaurant , which burned down recent ly .

THE LEADER | JASON COX

Joe Sorge, right , who co-owned
Sorge’s Rest aurant  t hanks Bill
Spaulding owner of  Corning
Catering Inc. who helped organize
the benefit .                               

Edwards Account ing

Early B ird Special

TAX Preparation
*Each year almost 10% of our returns are for new clients 
who had previously used National Chains. They saved 

an average of almost $70 by having us prepare their returns, and got the
BIGGEST & FASTEST Tax Refunds Allowed By The IRS Guaranteed!!

NNeeww  CCll iieenntt   SSppeecciiaall   4400%%  OOff ff
Come in by January 31, 2009 and get over 40% off our basic tax preparation fee, including electronic filing.

With fast, professional service provided by Edwards Accounting,
You’ll get the biggest, fastest refunds allowed, period!!

4 Wicks Blvd., Corning, NY 14830 •  Phone: 607-937-3382 / Fax: 607-937-5843

REFUND 
ANTICIPATION
LOANS AND 

INSTANT RALS

SCIDA, Urbana to conduct water study
for businesses to join  m un icipal supply

SCIDA to assist in  brown field
development, OKs 10% match

IN BRIEF

Group to present
open-mic night
WATKINS GLEN | The
Watkins Glen Writers’ Group
will present a themed evening
open-mic at 7 p.m. today at
Storylines Bookstore and Cafe.
The evening’s theme will be
“ Hidden Meanings.”  All
individuals interested in sharing
or listening to literary, musical,
or other artistic work related to
the theme are invited to
participate. For details, call
546-4703.

Center to hold
movie screening
ELM IRA | The Jewish Center
and Federation of the Twin
Tiers will screen the film “ A Life
Apart: Hasidism in America”  at
7 p.m. today. The film explores
the lives of the Hasidim and
their customs including
matchmaking, yeshiva education
and traditional dress. Admission
to the film is free. The center is
located at 1008 W. Water St.
For details, call 734-8122.

Relay for Life 
kickoff slated
CORNING | The Corning-
Painted Post Relay for Life
Committee will hold its 2009
kickoff event from 6-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the Southeast
Steuben County Library. New
and existing teams and any
interested community members
are invited to attend. The event
will provide information about
the 2009 Relay to be held June
19. For details, call 734-1553,
Ext. 4.

Dinner theater
audit ions slated
CORNING | First United
Methodist Church will hold
public auditions for the
upcoming dinner theater
production of “ The Reckoning”
at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday
in the church’s Cheney Lounge.
“ The Reckoning,”  a humorous
look at personal shortcomings,
will be staged in the round on
Feb. 21 as part of the 2nd
annual Mardi Gras celebration.
Parts are available for 11 adults,
and most parts have fewer than
10 lines. The play will be direct-
ed by Rick Sivers. For details,
call 962-4608.

Guthrie to offer
scholarships
CORNING | The application
deadline for Guthrie’s 35th
annual Health Professions and
Guthrie Employee Scholarships
is Friday. Applicants for the
Health Professions Scholarship
must be high school seniors
who plan to enter an
accredited college, university,
hospital-based nursing or allied
health program with careers in
health professions, including
hospital administration or a
planned career in medical
research, in the summer or fall
of 2009. Applicants for the
Guthrie Employee Scholarships
must be high school seniors
who are the children of Guthrie
employees and who plan to
enroll in an accredited junior
college, college, or university in
the summer or fall of 2009. Any
career interest is allowed for
these scholarships, and
students may apply simultan-
eously for a Health Professions
Scholarship if all the criteria for
that scholarship are met. Stud-
ents from local districts in New
York and Pennsylvania are
eligible. Applications are
available at school guidance
offices, the Guthrie Human
Resources Departments,
Guthrie Clinic Administration
Offices, and the Guthrie
Healthcare System Administr-
ation Office. For details, call
(570) 882-3004.

■ Staff  report s
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