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All I have to say

You wan ted to read
m y Mich ael Vick
colum n ? Sorry,

th at ’s n ot goin g to h appen .
Let m e be clear: If Vick

spon sored dog figh ts an d
brutally killed can in es wh o
did n ot perform  as h e is
alleged to h ave don e, h e’s a
despicable m an . It  wouldn ’t
break m y h eart to see h im
caged up with  a rabid dog
wh ile wearin g raw sirloin
strapped to h is ten der
parts.

Problem  is, th at ’s pretty
m uch  all I h ave to say on
th e subject an d th ere’s n o
way to get 615 words –
about th e len gth  of a col-
um n  – out of th at. Actually,
I h adn ’t  p lan n ed to com -
m en t at all on  th e NFL
star’s in dictm en t last
m on th . Th at’s n ot to say
it ’s n ot an  im portan t story
or th at th e allegation s
aren ’t  sicken in g. St ill, it ’s
n ot, so far, a topic to wh ich
I th in k I could brin g an y
part icu lar in sigh t.

So I’m  n ot h ere to talk
about Vick but, rath er,
about wh y certain  of m y
readers so dearly “wan t”
m e to talk about h im . I get
th ese e-m ails, you see.
An ybody wh o’s been  a
black colum n ist lon ger
th an  15 m in utes kn ows th e
kin d I’m  talkin g about.
Th ey arrive reliably as th e
t ides an ytim e som e black
gets in  trouble. In evitably,
som e Caucasian  gen tlem en
will dare you to lay in to
th is in dividual th e way you
“always” do wh ite guys.

I’m  n ot talkin g about th e
polite requests (”Wh at’s
your take on  th is?”), but
about th e sn eerin g
dem an ds. Th e “reason in g”
seem s to be th at black
m alefactors get a pass from

black pun dits wh o’ll tear a
wh ite guy a creative n ew
orifice wh en  h e m isbe-
h aves. So th e black pun dit
m ust prove h im self to th e
wh ite guy by tearin g som e
black em barrassm en t to
h um an ity a h ole exactly
equal in  size an d sh ape.
Th at reason in g is lon g on
sm ugn ess, lon g on  en tit le-
m en t, lon g on  everyth in g
except, you kn ow, fact.

Fran kly, I doubt Jesse
Jackson , Louis Farrakh an ,
Wh itn ey Houston , Tim
Hardaway, Isaiah
Wash in gton , New Orlean s
DA Eddie Jordan , Ray
Nagin , th e NAACP, Ice
Cube, 50 Cen t, Ludacris,
th e fam ily of Mart in  Luth er
Kin g Jr. an d oth er black
folk wh o h ave been  ripped
an d rid icu led in  th is space
would agree th at I give
black folks a free ride. But
again , we’re n ot talkin g
about facts h ere. For th at
m atter, we’re n ot talkin g
about m e, n or even  about
journ alism .

No, wh at we’re talkin g
about is th at som e wh ite
people – em ph asize:
“som e” – seem  to feel th ey
h ave a perfect righ t to
dem an d, overt ly an d
repeatedly, th at a black pro-
fession al prove h im self to
th em . We’re talkin g about
th e realizat ion , as a black
profession al, th at for th em ,
you will forever be on  pro-
bation , your m astery of
your profession , your righ t
to be th ere, con stan tly sub-
ject to dem an ds for verifi-
cat ion .

We’re talkin g about th e
black lawyer secon d-
guessed by th e clien t wh o
n ever spen t a day in  law
sch ool. About th e black
m on ey m an ager wh ose

clien ts won ’t  accept h er
advice un til it  is secon ded
by h er wh ite partn er. About
th e black cardiologist
wh ose diagn oses are reject-
ed by patien ts un willin g to
accept th em  from  a doctor
of h er gen der an d race.

An d yes, I kn ow som e
people would argue th at
th is is on ly to be expected,
th at th e very existen ce of
affirm ative act ion  en tit les
wh ite people to question
th e com peten ce of black
on es. Th at’s a copout. I’ve
said it  before, I’ll say it
again : if affirm ative act ion
is defin ed as givin g prefer-
en tial treatm en t on  th e
basis of gen der or race,
th en  n o on e in  th is coun -
try h as received m ore th an
wh ite m en .

Still, th ough  th e rat ion al-
izat ion  is lam e, it  serves a
purpose: it  deflects us from
th in kin g too h ard h ow it
m ust feel to learn  th at,
even  after years of educa-
t ion  an d appren ticesh ip,
after th e h ard slog of work-
in g your way up an d wait-
in g your turn , som e people
will st ill fin d it  problem atic
to accept you as a profes-
sion al. Will st ill raise a
h oop an d regard you with
an  expectan t stare.

Th ey th in k I sh ould
prove m yself to th em  by
trash in g Mich ael Vick? No.

I could n ot prove h alf as
m uch  in  h on orin g th at
request as th ey prove in
m akin g it .

■ Leonard Pit t s Jr., w inner of
the 2004 Pulit zer Prize for
commentary, is a columnist
for t he M iami Herald, 
1 Herald Plaza, M iami, Fla.
33132. Readers may writ e 
to him via e-mail at
lpit t s@miamiherald.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Don’t  accept
‘slipshod’ work

TO THE EDITOR |
Subsequen t to th e tragic
bridge collapse on  Aug. 1 in
Min n esota, th e m edia h as
run  ram pan t with  reports
th at h ave stated th e n eces-
sity for bridge in spection s
th rough out our coun try. If
we value th e quality of
work perform ed by our
h igh way workers, I in vite
th e public to view th e tar
crack sealin g job on  State
Route 53, between  Steuben
Coun ty routes 8 an d 13 in
th e Town sh ip of Wh eeler. 

If th e slipsh od sealin g
work was perform ed by a

NYSDOT em ployee, I surely
h ope th at th e sam e
em ployee is n ot th e person
in spectin g bridges to deter-
m in e if th ey are safe for th e
public to cross on  a daily
basis. 

We sh ould expect n oth -
in g but th e best from  an y-
on e servin g th e public.

Paul Meese
Bath

Mayor should
lead by example

TO THE EDITOR | Wh at’s
goin g on  with  th e m ayor
n ow? Mayor Cocch o seem s

to fin d on e con troversy
after an oth er. Now th e
m ayor is bein g ch arged
with  usin g in appropriate
words to a fem ale un ion
em ployee durin g arbitra-
t ion . How is an y busin ess
of th e city gett in g don e? 

Th e m ayor’s con duct
sh ould be a sh in in g exam -
ple to all. Wh en  Mayor
Cocch o ran  for m ayor h is
p ledge to th e people was to
keep person al polit ics out
of city govern m en t. Can  we
get th rough  th e week with -
out an oth er flurry of
ch arges?

Joseph Kilmer
Corning

FCC stops short

Massa the
choice for

congressman 

A lth ough  we won ’t
elect  a con gressm an
for an oth er year, at

least  th e situat ion  h as
already becom e m uch  sim -
p ler.

Th e decision  last  week of
Dem ocrat  David  Nach bar of
Roch ester to aban don  h is

quest  for th e
seat  n ow
h eld  by
Republican
Ran dy Kuh l
of Ham m -
on dsport
leaves th e
field  clearly
defin ed for
all to see.

It ’s sim p ly
Kuh l versus Corn in g
Dem ocrat  Eric Massa.

Massa ran  in  2006 an d lost
by a m ere th ree percen tage
poin ts. Kuh l was pu t  back in
office solely because of th e
stron g support  h e recorded
in  th e prim arily ru ral areas
of Steuben  Coun ty.

Ran dy t raded on  h is “good
ole boy” im age an d as th e
guy wh o m an aged to p lun -
der th e federal t reasury m ore
successfu lly th an  som e elect-
ed officials wh o d id  n ot
serve so abject ly as lackeys to
George Bush .

Kuh l seldom  m en t ion ed
th e war an d h is un dyin g
support  for th e presiden t  on
th e cam paign  t rail, wh ile
Massa spoke frequen t ly on
th e subject . Th e ret ired Navy
officer h as a clear vision  for
a post-Am erican  Iraq  – on e
th at  is sh ared by m an y oth -
ers wh o’ve stud ied th e situa-
t ion .

Iraq  h as th ree m ajor reli-
gio-eth n ic groups, h e h as
said , an d each  sh ou ld  be
given  con tro l of th eir own
area of th e coun try.

Th ere is a n eed for a cen -
t ral govern m en t, bu t  a weak
on e n ot  m odeled on  th e
Am erican  system .

Massa appears n ot  to sh are
Bush ’s m essian ic drive to
rem ake th e Midd le East  as a
U.S. clon e.

Th at ’s wh y th is in d ividual
voted for h im  th e last  t im e,
an d will again  in  2008. I like
h is posit ion  on  Iraq , h is
belief th at  Bush ’s war of con -
quest  is wron g, an d h e seem s
to un derstan d th e n eeds of
our som ewh at un ique con -
gression al d ist rict .

Besides a Dem ocrat ic p ri-
m ary cou ld  h ave destroyed
eith er Massa’s or Nach bar’s
ch an ces of defeat in g a
Republican  with  carefu lly
en tren ch ed support .

Now th e ch oice is m uch
easier.

• • •

I’ve n ever been  a fan  of
th ose wh o t ro ll for work
with  TV com m ercials, bu t
like everybody else, I’ve been
un able to avoid  th em .

To m e, th ough , th e m ost
obn oxious – an d m ost fre-
quen t ly repeated – were for a
firm  in  Roch ester with  a
stern -faced fron t  m an .

I’m  n ot  about  to give th em
free ad space h ere, so just  say
th at  th e spokesm an  spen t
m on th s t rum pet in g th e suc-
cesses of “th e Sm ith  firm .”
His ou t fit  h ad collected gazil-
lion s of dollars for clien ts
an d seem ed un stoppable.

Th en  with ou t  warn in g,
Sm ith  developed a partn er. It
becam e “th e Jon es an d
Sm ith  firm ” an d n o on e ever
exp lain ed wh ere Jon es cam e
from .

In deed th e im age of Jon es
in  th e n ew ads looked susp i-
ciously like th ey h ad been
added to th e origin al com -
m ercial. I h ave n o idea wh at
th is tu rn aroun d is all about ,
bu t  I m ust  adm it  it ’s raised
m y curiosity.   

•  Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
report er/ edit or (1965-2002) ,
can be reached at
t heinsider1@aol.com or writ e
c/ o The Leader, P.O. Box 1017,
Corning, N.Y. He is also
periodic co-host  of  t he
“Coleman & Co.” public af fairs
TV program, which airs at  
10 a.m. and 10 p.m. Sundays
on W ETM .2.

Grin
Cam pbell-Savon a sch ool

vote.
Som e $7.9 m illion  worth  of

im provem en ts will be m ade
at Cam pbell-Savon a sch ools
as residen ts th ere overwh elm -
in gly approved a spen din g

plan . An d wh y
n ot? Th e en tire
cost will be paid
for by th e state.

Still, it ’s always
good wh en  th e com m un ity
decides to support sch ool
in vestm en t. Half of th e fun ds
approved last week will be
used for safety m easurers an d
th e rest will be spen t on  fix-
in g roofs, upgradin g com put-
er labs an d classroom s an d
buyin g in struct ion al equip-
m en t.

Th at sh ould h elp m ake C-S
an  even  better sch ool d istrict
th an  it  already is.

Groan
Th e Keuka Maid sin ks.
It  spelled d isaster for th e

Kavulich  weddin g party wh o
were in  fu ll celebrat ion  m ode
wh en  th e din n er boat began
takin g on  water last week.
Luckily, th e boat was docked

an d on ly part ial-
ly subm erged.
No in juries were
reported.

But th e un for-
tun ate even t

puts in to question  th e fu ture
of th e on ce popular cru ise
boat. Sin ce sprin g it  h as n ot
been  allowed to cru ise Keuka
Lake an d  h as  been  restricted
to its dock at th e h ead of th e
lake. New federal regulat ion s
require th e th ree-deck vessel
be pu lled from  th e water for
in spection  but so far its sh eer
size h as preven ted th at.

As a resu lt , th e boat’s
busin ess dropped th is season
an d n ow its own ers h ave to
deal with  water dam age an d
repair costs. It ’s a sad situa-
t ion  for som eth in g th at h as
been  an  area attract ion  for
m an y years.

Grin
A h elp in g h an d.
Residen ts from  New

Orlean s’ Seven th  Ward were
treated to a week of rest an d
relaxation  at Th un der

Moun tain  in  Bath , a retreat
run  by a group called th e
PeaceWeavers.

Most of th e visitors st ill are
dealin g with  th e h ardsh ips of
th e devastat ion  created two
years ago by Hurrican e
Katrin a. Th e Seven th  an d
Nin th  wards were in  th e

direct path  of th e
storm  an d were
h ardest h it  by th e
floodin g th at
resulted wh en  th e
levees broke.

Th e PeaceWeavers, alon g
with  m an y oth er groups in
th e area, h ave n ot forgotten
th e h urrican e vict im s.
Th ough  it  seem s lon g ago,
m an y in  New Orlean s st ill
h ave n o perm an en t p lace to
live, are with out jobs an d
m an y con ven ien ces we take
for gran ted. But volun teer
groups, like th e Peace-
Weavers, rem ain  dedicated to
assist in g th ose people by
h elp in g rebuild th eir n eigh -
borh oods, sen din g supplies
an d offerin g a variety of sup-
port.

Groan
Problem s at Dresser-Ran d.
We’re n ot takin g sides h ere,

but work stoppages are
alm ost n ever good. More
th an  400 m em bers of Local

313 are on  strike,
un h appy with
wh at th e com pa-
n y offered in  a
n ew con tract. 

Specifically,
th ey didn ’t  like th at th eir
in suran ce costs would rise
an d th at th e un ion  would
relin quish  som e power to th e
com pan y. Th ey claim  it ’s
un fair because th e com pan y
is m akin g m illion s in  profits
an d h as over $1 billion  worth
of backlogged orders. 

Th e Pain ted Post p lan t is
operat in g with  about 400
n on -un ion  workers an d tem -
porary workers brough t in . So
th e work goes on , but D-R
an n oun ced last week it  was
pullin g p lan s for a $3.5 m il-
lion  expan sion  at th e facility
th at would h ave created 
50 n ew jobs.

Talks are sch eduled to
resum e Wedn esday an d it ’s
our h ope an  accord can  be
reach ed th at will be fair to
both  sides.

THE ISSUE | Grins and groans from events last week.
OUR OPINION | Grins to the Campbell-Savona school vote

and a helping hand by the PeaceWeavers. Groans to the partial
sinking of the Keuka Maid and problems at Dresser-Rand.

Bob Rolfe

THE INSIDER

I m agin e own in g a car
th at will run  on  on ly
on e bran d of gasolin e.

You wouldn ’t . But th at ’s
essen tially wh at cellph on e
own ers do wh en  th ey sign  on
for service.

If you h ave an  iPh on e, th en
you h ave AT&T’s wireless
service an d n o oth er ch oice.
Wan t a jazzy n ew feature th at
your frien d h as on  h is ph on e?
Th e on ly way to get it  n ow is
to pay your way out of a
lon g-term  con tract, sign
an oth er con tract with  a n ew
carrier an d buy a pricey n ew
ph on e.

Th e Federal Com m un ica-
t ion s Com m ission  last week
took a step toward en din g
th is crazin ess but m issed an
opportun ity to accelerate con -
sum er-frien dly ch an ges.
Con sum er ben efits n ow could
com e slower th an  th ey
sh ould.

Specifically, th e FCC set th e
n ew term s for auct ion in g part
of th e n ation ’s airwaves called
spectrum . Th e spectrum  for
sale is h igh ly prized an d capa-
ble of m ore effect ively tran s-
m itt in g voice, video an d
oth er m edia th rough  walls
an d oth er obstacles.

Som e port ion s will becom e
part of a n ation al em ergen cy
com m un ication s n etwork
wh ile oth er parts will be sold
to com m ercial firm s, like
Google, wh o h ave an  in terest

in  com petin g with  wireless
carriers.

Th e good n ews for con -
sum ers is th at th e FCC will
require wireless carriers to
open  th eir n etworks to m ore
easily accom m odate various
devices an d software applica-
t ion s. Th e disappoin t in g n ews
is th at regulators stopped
sh ort of com pletely open in g
every cellph on e In tern et n et-
work to all com petitors a con -
dit ion  Google h ad sough t.

Th e spectrum  is so valuable
th at th ere’s likely to be n o
sh ortage of bidders, even  if
th e p layin g field isn ’t  com -
pletely level. Non eth eless, th e
FCC’s cautiousn ess m akes
com petit ion  m ore problem at-
ic, wh ich , in  turn , m akes
in n ovation  an d con sum er
con ven ien ce also problem atic.

In  m an y oth er n ation s, cus-
tom ers can  ch an ge carriers
with out ch an gin g cellph on es
an d use cellph on es on  Wi-Fi
n etworks to access th e
In tern et. Decades ago, com pe-
t it ion  en ded ren ted black
rotary ph on es an d ush ered in
cordless ph on es with  voice
m ail, caller ID an d oth er fea-
tures. More recen tly, cell-
ph on e users h ave been
allowed to ch an ge carriers
with out also ch an gin g tele-
ph on e n um bers.

Th e FCC’s role is to pro-
m ote com petit ion  in  th e pub-
lic in terest, an d th at task is
n ot yet com plete.
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