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ARTIST’S VIEWCam p Mon terey
gives troubled a
second chance

I t  m ay seem  a bit  odd to
celebrate th e 20th
an n iversary of a prison ,

but th en  again  Cam p
Mon terey is n o ordin ary
prison .

It  m ore resem bles a m ili-
tary barracks, save for th e
barbed wire fen cin g, th an  it
does a tradit ion al big h ouse.
Last week th e cam p turn ed
20 an d th e reason  to cele-
brate h ad m ore to do with
wh at th e facility h as ach ieved
th an  its actual age.

It ’s a prim e exam ple of
usin g an  altern ative m eth od
to n ot on ly wareh ouse pris-
on ers, but reh abilitate th em
an d save th e taxpayers
m on ey, too. Recid ivism  of
th ose wh o graduate from
sh ock in carcerat ion  facilit ies
like Cam p Mon terey is lower
th an  th ose released from
m ain stream  in st itu t ion s. 

Also, th e four sh ock cam ps
th at n ow operate in  New
York state h ave saved taxpay-
ers m ore th an  $1.1 billion . In
addit ion , th ese n on violen t
prison ers h ave perform ed
m illion s of h ours of com m u-
n ity service perform in g
im portan t jobs at lit t le
expen se.

Un fortun ately, th e cam ps
h ave been  th e exception
rath er th an  th e ru le wh en  it
com es to th e state’s prison
system . 

Accordin g to a study by th e
Cen ter for Con stitu t ion al
Righ ts, th ere h as been  dra-
m atic growth  in  th e n um ber
of people h eld in  local jails in
New York state in  th e last
decade, with  th e total capaci-
ty of jails in  upstate New
York an d Lon g Islan d in creas-
in g by 20 percen t, to a total
of 19,984 beds in  2006.

By th e close of 2007, over
30 coun ties in  New York state
will h ave built  som e 6,000
n ew jail beds, 2,976 of wh ich

are curren tly eith er un der
con struct ion  or are in  th e
plan n in g stages.

Th at in cludes expan sion  at
th e Steuben  Coun ty Jail,
wh ich  is addin g 96 n ew beds
at a cost of n early $17 m il-
lion  with  taxpayers payin g
about h alf.

Overall, n ew prison  con -
struct ion  is cost in g taxpayers
about $1 billion . Oddly, th e
n eed for m ore cells is n ot
from  a risin g crim e rate. In
fact, crim e h as gon e down
statewide in  th e last decade.

Rath er, th e n eed stem s
from  regulat ion s from  th e
state Com m ission  of
Correct ion s, a tren d of sen d-
in g m ore low-level offen ders
to jail, a risin g n um ber of
people bein g h eld wh o are
m en tally ill an d a slow-m ov-
in g judicial system .

To coun ter act th e situat ion
an d h elp spare taxpayers a
growin g expen se, m ore
em ph asis n eeds to be p laced
on  altern ative form s of in car-
cerat ion  – like sh ock cam ps –
an d altern atives to in carcera-
t ion  program s.

Hom e m on itorin g, court
drug program s, com m un ity
service, pre-trial release,
in ten sive supervision  an d
oth er program s are proven
m eth ods th at protect th e
public an d save m on ey by
keepin g n on violen t offen ders
out of jail or lim it in g th eir
t im e beh in d bars. Th ey also
provide treatm en t an d h elp
lower recid ivism  rates by
allowin g som e offen ders to
rem ain  productive in  society.

With  th e risin g cost of
in carcerat ion  th ese days,
m ore effort  sh ould be m ade
on  th e federal, state an d local
fron ts to fun d an d en courage
th ese program s. In  th e en d,
th ey h elp offen ders turn  th eir
lives aroun d an d save taxpay-
ers m on ey.
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COMMENTARY | JIM WRIGHT

W orrying about being bitten

Await in g th e im m i-
n en t  report  of
Gen . David

Petraeus an d fu rth er d is-
m ayed by recen t ly revealed
fin d in gs of two in depen d-
en t  com m ission s, m ost
Am erican s are con fused at
th e scarcity of iden t ifiable
sun sh in e in  th e clouds
th at  h over so persisten t ly
over Iraq .

We’re like a m an  wh o
h olds a su llen  dog at  bay
with  both  h an ds on  th e
collar. Th e m an  is an xious
to set  loose th e beast  an d
be gon e, bu t  h e fears to do
so lest  th e d istu rbed an i-
m al at tack h im  from
beh in d as h e t ries to leave.

It  is n o lon ger a quest ion
of wh eth er a m ajority of
Am erican s wan t to be free
from  our self-im posed bur-
den  in  Iraq . Th e quest ion s
are wh en  an d h ow.

Fear lin gers th at , on  our
with drawal, th e coun try
will im m ediately ign ite in
a n at ion wide civil war. Yet
our 4 1/2-year occupat ion
h as n ot  p reven ted th e vio-
len t  sectarian  ou tbreaks
between  Sun n i an d Sh iite
zealots th at  keep raisin g
th e an ger level on  both
sides.

Th e Aug. 31 New York
Tim es featu red a story of

h ow a fem ale Iraq i law-
m aker, ch osen  in  th e
n at ion wide ballot in g,
began  with  idealist ic h opes
of a n ew day with  Sun n is
an d Sh iites (sh e is th e lat -
ter) workin g h arm on iously
togeth er. Even ts of th e last
two years h ave d isillu -
sion ed h er, d rivin g n ew
wedges between  h erself
an d h er form er n eigh bors
an d frien ds in  th e Sun n i
com m un ity.

Th e n on part isan
Govern m en t Accoun tability
Office fin ds th at  alm ost  all
th e m utually agreed
ben ch m arks for th e surge
rem ain  un m et. An d Gen .
Jam es Jon es, form erly U.S.
com m an der in  Europe,
h eaded an  official assess-
m en t of sectarian ism  in
th e Iraq i n at ion al police
force th at  foun d religious
d ivision s so ram pan t th at
som e m em bers of th e
pan el th in k Iraq  sh ou ld
sim ply d ism em ber th e
organ izat ion  an d “start
over.”

Som e advisers h ave been
urgin g Presiden t  Bush  to
“rep lace” Iraq ’s Prim e
Min ister Nouri al-Maliki
with  a “m ore forcefu l”
leader. Reports of th is in
Iraq i n ewspapers provoked
th e h igh ly p red ictable

retort  from  al-Maliki h im -
self th at  h e’d  been  elected
by h is coun trym en  to h ead
th e Iraq i govern m en t an d
fu lly in ten ded to do so.

Wh atever possessed an y
presiden t ial adviser to
im agin e som e power by
wh ich  Bush  cou ld  sum -
m arily overru le Iraq ’s n ew
electoral system  (th at  we
so proud ly spon sored), by
sin gle-h an dedly rep lacin g
th e coun try’s legally ch o-
sen  leader, betrays th e con -
fusion s of our posit ion .

An d th e very suggest ion
is en ough  to raise h uge
doubts am on g Iraq is about
th e sin cerity of our p rotes-
tat ion s in  support  of
“h om e-ru le” dem ocracy.

Th at ’s on e t rouble with
th is kin d of war. It  h ead-
lin es us as we aren ’t . We’ve
been  dogged by ugly in ci-
den ts. Th e worst , perh aps,
was th e Abu Gh raib prison
scan dal, port rayin g us as
taun t in g bu llies, h arassin g
an d h um iliat in g Iraq i p ris-
on ers.

■ Jim Wright  is a former
speaker of  t he U.S. House of
Represent at ives. Readers
may writ e t o him at : P.O.
Box 1413 Fort  Wort h, Texas
76101.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I do not  support
Reed for mayor

TO THE EDITOR | I read
with  in terest Ms. Rose
Niem cyzk’s Aug. 31 letter
to th e editor. In  h er letter
sh e described h ow Tom
Reed an d h is developer
supporters/clien ts h ad n o
use for h istoric an d cu ltural
resources in  Bath . Do we
really wan t a Corn in g
m ayor wh ose supporters
an d clien ts h ave disdain  for
our Victorian  city’s valuable
h istoric an d cu ltural
resources? I th in k n ot.

James Scouten
Corning

Hunter for local
clerk has my vote

TO THE EDITOR |  I h ave
been  fortun ate to kn ow
Judy Hun ter for about 18
years. Our occupation s
un ited us profession ally
an d sh e is respected by th e
local clerks th rough out our
coun ty. 

Judy h as in troduced th e
tech n ology of th e 21st cen -
tury to th e coun ty clerk’s
office. Sh e strives to repre-
sen t th e con stituen cy of
Steuben  Coun ty with  cour-
tesy, in tegrity an d th e pro-
fession alism  th at is expect-
ed of th is posit ion .

Hard work, dedicat ion  to

th e posit ion  an d th e sin -
cere desire to serve h ave
been  eviden t th rough out
h er career. Judy takes very
seriously h er oath  of office
to uph old th e Con stitu t ion
an d to faith fu lly d isch arge
th e duties of coun ty clerk.

I en courage th e voters of
our coun ty to support Judy
in  h er bid for re-elect ion  to
th e posit ion  of Steuben
Coun ty Clerk an d to cast
th eir very im portan t vote
on  Tuesday, Sept. 18.

Rose M . Blackwell
Corning

Corning’s got
that je ne sais quoi

TO THE EDITOR |  In  th e
sum m er of 2005, I wrote an
editorial about th e m alaise
of Market Street. Th e street
looked bleak th en  an d I
ch allen ged th e direct ion
bein g pursued to turn  it
aroun d.

Havin g spen t th e last
week h elp in g out with  th e
fabulously successfu l Ferrari
Club of Am erica An n ual
Meet, I am  very en cour-
aged. Clearly, good th in gs
are h appen in g an d it  is
very good to see.

For th e m ost part th e
developm en t I see is h igh -
en d, in cludin g th e n ew
win e/ tapas/m art in i bar an d
th e n ew glass gallery. Also
in cluded are projects

un derway – a restauran t at
2 East Market, an d a restau-
ran t at th e old Wet Goods.
Isn ’t  th is type of h igh er-
en d developm en t tailored
to Corn in g as a destin at ion
(tourism )? If so, I say
‘’bravo.’’ 

With  its n atural beauty
an d cu ltural base, Corn in g
is sign ifican tly poised to
serve a n ew gen erat ion  of
destin at ion  seeker ... a cou-
ple tun ed to appreciate th e
righ t com bin ation . Fin e
din in g on  Market Street is
an  essen tial p iece of th e
pie. Th e oth er addit ion al
p ieces, h ealth  orien ted (like
day spas) n igh t life an d
in terest in g sh oppin g are as
well. Nigh tlife is th e crit ical
n eed. Th e loss of our n igh t
club on  Market Street – Fat
Cats – is a big blow.

To all th ose workin g so
h ard – p lease keep up th e
good work. Th e m ore
soph ist icated weeken d des-
t in at ion  couples in  th e
super region  in cludin g
Bin gh am ton , Syracuse,
Roch ester an d Buffalo, are
th ere. Th ey will com e to a
fun  filled Corn in g – an d
com e again . 

Corn in g – cu lture, fin e
din in g, in terest in g sh op-
pin g, n igh t life an d h ealth .
Corn in g – fun . Corn in g –
day an d n igh t.

William M. Boland
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Farewell Pavarotti
Agreat voice, a great

m an , n o lon ger lives
am on g us. Operat ic

ten or Lucian o Pavarott i d ied
Th ursday, closin g th e libretto
on  a colorfu l, accom plish ed
m usical life.

Dom in atin g th e classical
m usic scen e for n early th ree
decades, h e was easily am on g
th e top sellers of classical
recordin gs ever. He probably
brough t th e m usic to m ore
people wh o wouldn ’t  h ave
th ough t th ey’d like it  th an
an y previous m usician  ever
h ad.

Som e experts con sider h im
th e best ten or ever – better
th an  Caruso, Gigli,
McCorm ack, Bjorlin g,
Mart in elli; all of th em  were
God-gifted gen iuses blessed
with  ph ysical in strum en ts.

Th at’s probably th e first
th in g to say: To be a
Pavarott i, you m ust h ave a
ph ysical en dowm en t, a voice
an d a body th at reson ates to
an d with  th at voice, to proj-
ect an d sh ape a soun d th at

reach es an d m oves oth ers by
its very n ature. It ’s a th in g of
awe-strikin g lovelin ess wh en
it  com es alon g, wh ich  isn ’t
often .

Yet, sh am e to tell, m an y of
th e best voices in  h istory
h ave been  own ed by people
wh o didn ’t  kn ow it , d idn ’t
h ave th e resources to train  it ,
or d idn ’t  care. Th at’s th e sec-
on d part: Pavarott i was
Pavarott i n ot just because h e
h appen ed to h ave Th at Voice.
He was a fin e m usician , too,
wh o kn ew h ow to use h is
in strum en t.

Wh ich  brin gs up th e th ird
th in g an y Pavarott i m ust be:
an  en tertain er. Alm ost as
fam iliar to th e world as h is
voice was h is bearded, swag-
gerin g grin , h is h am m y gusto
in  perform an ce, h is expecta-
t ion  th at h e could put h is big
arm s aroun d an  audien ce an d
sh ake it  t ill it  cried “I love
you.”

Pavarott i is gon e, but in  h is
recordin gs an d videos h e h as
left  th e world a great gift .

Kuhl in
trouble, Massa
running strong

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

Th e n ext con gression -
al elect ion  is 14
m on th s away but I

th in k if it  were h eld tom or-
row, U.S.
Rep. Ran dy
Kuh l would
be in  trou-
ble.

Kuh l’s
stan ce on
th e Iraq War
an d, to a
lesser
degree, h is
reaction  to

war protesters are reason s
wh y I th in k Dem ocrat Eric
Massa would com e out on
top if th e elect ion  were
Mon day. 

Massa barely m issed beat-
in g Kuh l in  2006 as a polit i-
cal n ovice an d relat ive
un kn own . Sin ce th en  h e’s
been  out workin g to m ake
up th at 2 percen t th at h e
lost by.

But it  h as been  Iraq - th e
key issue in  th e 2006 con -
gression al elect ion s th at will
be again  in  2008 - th at could
be Kuh l’s un doin g.

Kuh l, a secon d-term  repre-
sen tat ive, was n ot in  office
wh en  th e war vote was
taken . Form er U.S. Rep. Am o
Hough ton  represen ted our
district back th en  an d, if you
rem em ber, h e voted again st
it  question in g th e wisdom  of
open in g a secon d fron t in
Iraq wh en  we were ch asin g
th e fien ds beh in d th e 9/11
attacks in  Afgh an istan .

But Kuh l h as been  beh in d
th e war effort  an d an  advo-
cate of th e presiden t’s poli-
cies m ore often  th an  n ot.
Th at h as exposed h im , an d
oth er con gression al
Republican s, to loads of pub-
lic scrut in y sin ce m ost
Am erican s wan t our troops
to com e h om e im m ediately.

Kuh l h as said h e feels th e
sam e way; th at h e’s n ot a
war m on ger an d wan ts our
m en  an d wom en  h om e as
soon  as possible. But th en
h e’s balked on  takin g a true
stan d like m an y oth er
Republican  con gressm en
h ave don e.

Kuh l recen tly wrote in  a
guest editorial th at h e’s h ad
h is doubts about th e recen t
troop surge ordered by
Presiden t Bush . In deed, m ost
Am erican s n ever liked th e
idea of sen din g m ore troops
in  to a situat ion  th at seem s
un win able.

However, Kuh l h as said
h e’ll base h is decision  on  th e
war on  a report from  Gen .
David Petraeus an d
Am bassador Ryan ’s Crocker,
wh ich  is due out Mon day.

Well, en ough  in form ation
h as already com e out about
th e situat ion  in  Iraq to m ake
an yth in g in  th e report an t i-
clim atic. Th e Maliki govern -
m en t h as failed to reach
m ost of its ben ch m arks, th e
civil war is ragin g on , our
Brit ish  allies are pu llin g up
stakes, Iran  is ban krollin g
th e in surgen cy, our troops
are fat igued an d n oth in g less
th an  th e droppin g of an
atom ic bom b would brin g
th e war to a qu ick en d.

It ’s obvious to everyon e
but Bush  an d h is supporters
th at it  is past t im e to pu ll
out. An d Kuh l’s reluctan ce
to say so will cost h im  votes,
possibly en ough  to cost h im
h is job.
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