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ARTIST’S VIEWWhere’s the
results?

W e’ve h ad en ough .

En ough  of Presiden t Bush
an d h is “h ell n o, we won ’t  go”
att itude about th e Iraq War. 

Despite calls from  m an y in
Con gress an d a m ajority of
Am erican s, th e presiden t isn ’t
budgin g on  h is Iraqi agen da. 

In stead, Bush  wan ts our
troops to “return  to success.”

Th at was h is m essage
Th ursday in  respon se to a
report issued earlier in  th e
week by Gen . David Petraeus
th at recom m en ded a part ial
with drawal of troops.

In  h is address to th e n ation
Th ursday n igh t, Bush  on ce
again  rejected calls to en d th e
war an d in stead em braced
Petraeus’ p lan , wh ich  would
h ave 5,700 troops h om e by
Ch ristm as an d 21,500 by
July. Th at would leave
approxim ately 130,000
troops st ill figh t in g.

Th at part of h is speech  was
expected. We give th e presi-
den t credit , wh en  h e h atch es
a p lan , h e st icks to it  - in  th is
case for 4.5 years. 

Wh at was m ost d isturbin g
about th e presiden t’s speech
was th at call for a “return  to
success.”

“Th e m ore successfu l we
are, th e m ore Am erican
troops can  com e h om e,”
Bush  said. 

Just wh at our weary, ill-
equipped sold iers n eed: An
in cen tive p lan . 

An d h ow are th ey sup-
posed to ach ieve th at suc-
cess? Well, Bush  didn ’t  h ave
m uch  to say about th at.
Th at’s because h e doesn ’t
h ave a clue – an d by th e cur-
ren t state of th in gs, n o on e
else seem s to, eith er.

Truth  is, our troops are sit-
t in g ducks in  a civil war th at
h as waged on  an d off for cen -
turies. Th ey batt le su icide
bom bers fun ded by al-Qaida,
n ot p latoon s of sold iers wear-
in g un iform s an d stat ion ed
beh in d en em y lin es. In  Iraq,
th ere are n o m ore lin es left  to
cross as in surgen ts terrorize
civilian s an d our troops
seem in gly at will. An yon e,
even  a sm ilin g ch ild on  th e
street corn er, can  be th e
en em y.

An d h ow can  our troops
figh t th at? We’re n ot sure.
But we do kn ow it  will take
m ore th an  an  in cen tive p lan .

Forget a “return  to suc-
cess.” Th e on ly return  we
wan t to see is our troops
com in g h om e.

THE ISSUE | The president wants a “ return to success”  in Iraq.
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slogans and incentives. Bring our troops home.
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Changing the world

T h e con sen su s was
th at  Tom  Cou sin s
was eith er crooked

or crazy.
Th e fo rm er op in ion  was

h eld  by residen ts o f th e
grit t y East  Lake Meadows
h ou sin g p ro ject  wh o d id -
n ’t  believe h im  wh en  h e
said  h e wan ted  to  tear
down  East  Lake an d  erect
a m ixed -in com e apart -
m en t  com p lex in  it s
p lace. Th e lat ter op in ion
was h eld  by observers
wh o d id .

Th e residen ts th ou gh t  it
was ju st  a lan d  grab. Th ey
th ou gh t  Cou sin s, a
wealth y developer an d
ph ilan th rop ist , was lyin g
wh en  h e said  th ey wou ld
be ab le to  m ove back in to
n ice apartm en ts at  su bsi-
d ized  rates an d  th at  th e
d ru g gan gs th at  h ad  h eld
East  Lake in  th rall wou ld
be ban ish ed .

Th e observers th ou gh t
it  was n u ts, th is idea th at
you  cou ld  effect  ch an ge
by tearin g down  a crim e
factory an d  bu ild in g an
apartm en t  com p lex wh ere
th e poor an d  th e m idd le
class wou ld  be n eigh bors.
Ch arles Kn app , th en  p res-
iden t  o f th e Un iversity o f
Georgia, to ld  Cou sin s it
was a bad  idea. “He
looked  at  m e an d  said ,
‘Pro fessor’ – wh ich  h e
always called  m e wh en  h e
was t ryin g to  m ake a
po in t  – ‘I h ave wasted  a
lo t  o f m on ey on  o th er
peop le’s bad  ideas, in clu d -
in g som e o f you rs. An d
n ow I’m  go in g to  waste
som e on  on e o f m in e.’”

Fifteen  years later,
Cou sin s’ “bad  idea” h as
p rodu ced  m iracles. As
detailed  in  m y last  co l-
u m n , crim e is way down ,
in com e is way u p , ch il-

d ren ’s test  scores h ave
exp loded . Kn app  is n ow
board  ch airm an  o f th e
East  Lake Fou n dat ion .

Th is is a W h at  Works
co lu m n , part  o f m y series
on  p rogram s th at  are su c-
cessfu lly at tackin g dys-
fu n ct ion s th at  p lagu e
black ch ild ren . Th e su c-
cess o f East  Lake su ggests
you  can  win  th at  bat t le
by n o t  iso lat in g poverty.

At  East  Lake, says
Execu t ive Directo r Caro l
Nau gh ton , a ch ild  sees
exam p les h e m igh t  n o t
see in  p laces wh ere pover-
ty is con cen t rated . “You
see peop le go in g to  work.
You  see peop le go in g to
sch oo l, workin g on  wh at -
ever p lan  th ey h ave fo r
th eir life.”

“W h at  d id  we do  d iffer-
en t ly?” says Cou sin s. “We
bu ilt  in  ro le m odels.
Every o th er apartm en t  is
a m idd le-in com e fam ily.”

Also , m idd le-in com e
com m u n it ies ten d  to
at t ract  bet ter services,
says Nau gh ton , po in t in g
ou t  th e n ew grocery sto re
an d  ban k th at  recen t ly
open ed  n earby an d  th e
in creased  po lice pat ro ls.
You  d idn ’t  see th at  wh en
everyon e h ere was poor.
Nor, sh e says, is th e ben e-
fit  on e-sided . East  Lake,
with  it s spaciou s apart -
m en ts, p re-K learn in g
cen ter, excellen t  ch arter
sch oo l an d  m en torin g
p rogram s, is ju st  a good ,
safe p lace to  live, in com e
n otwith stan d in g.

Cou sin s h as been  seek-
in g to  so lve poverty fo r
years. He bu ilt  low-
in com e h ou sin g u n der
th e o ld  u rban  ren ewal
p rogram  th at  razed  th e
slu m s. Th at  d idn ’t  work.
“We go ou t  th ree or fou r

years later an d  th ey’re
slu m s again . We h adn ’t
ch an ged  th e en viron -
m en t .”

Hen ce, th is app roach .
Ch an ge th e h ou sin g,
ch an ge th e sch oo ls,
ch an ge th e services,
ch an ge th e expectat ion s,
ch an ge everyth in g.

Becau se Cou sin s was
m orally o ffen ded  by East
Lake. “A ch ild  h as n o
con t ro l over wh ere h e or
sh e is born ,” h e says. Yet
fo r ch ild ren  th ere, th e
“fu tu re was set  an d  h ope-
less. To  grow u p  in  th at
en viron m en t , wh ich  was
ju st  d ru gs an d  crim e an d
illiteracy an d  poverty ... I
h ad  two very st rict  par-
en ts an d  I st ill go t  in  a lit -
t le t rou b le. I can ’t  im ag-
in e wh at  I wou ld  h ave
don e h ad  I been  in  th at
en viron m en t .”

As Nau gh ton  sees it ,
“Th e u n fairn ess o f it  all
an d  th e lack o f a relat ive-
ly even  p layin g field  ju st
sat  in  h is craw.”

Cou sin s believed  in  h is
h eart , sh e says, th at  “h ad
be been  born  in  East  Lake
Meadows, h e wasn ’t  spe-
cial en ou gh  to  h ave m ade
it  ou t . An d  sh am e on  u s
fo r allowin g a com m u n ity
to  h ave developed  an d
con t in u ed  wh ere th e aver-
age gu y or th e average girl
d idn ’t  h ave a sh ot .”

Th ere’s a word  fo r th at .
It ’s n o t  crazy an d  it ’s n o t
crooked . It  is, rath er, con -
scien ce.

■ Leonard Pit t s Jr., w inner
of  t he 2004 Pulit zer  Pr ize
for  comment ary, is a
columnist  for  t he Miami
Herald, 1  Herald Plaza,
M iami, Fla. 33132. Readers
may w r it e t o him  via e-mail
at  lpit t s@miamiherald.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hunter ‘will never
let you down’

TO THE EDITOR | Even
th ough  th e Steuben
Coun ty Clerk is an  elected
posit ion , it  can  also be
iden t ified  as an  elected
civil servan t  wh o works at
th e d iscret ion  of th e
Steuben  Coun ty taxpayers’
an d with  th e support  o f
th e Steuben  Coun ty
Legislatu re. 

Judy Hun ter h as always
m ade decision s for th e
best  in terest  o f th e
Steuben  Coun ty con -
st ituen ts, clien ts an d tax-
payers. Judy’s m ain  in gre-
d ien t  for a successfu l for-
m u la, m eet in g h er goals
an d object ives are you , th e
peop le of Steuben  Coun ty.
Judy h as really brough t
th e coun ty clerk en viron -
m en t  ou t  o f th e “dark
ages” in to th e 21st  cen tu -
ry. Sh e h as com puterized
th e coun ty clerk p roce-
dures, gen erat in g n ew rev-
en ue for you , th e taxpayer,
h elp in g to  keep  your taxes
down ; sh e h as writ ten

gran ts th at  h ad  posit ive
ou tcom es, gen erat in g
an oth er source of n ew rev-
en ue for th e taxpayers in
Steuben  Coun ty. 

Judy Hun ter h as foun d
m an y aven ues to  m odern -
ize th e Steuben  Coun ty
Clerk’s Office an d th e
Departm en t  of Motor
Veh icles, fo llowin g all th e
New York state p rocedures
an d ach ievin g state aud its
of 90+. Judy sh ou ld  be
app lauded for all o f th e
creat ive an d p rofession al
m eth ods sh e h as in t ro-
duced in to th e coun ty
clerk’s an d th e
Departm en t  of Motor
Veh icle’s offices. All o f
th ese in it iat ives were cre-
ated  for th e good an d th e
bet term en t  for you , th e
con st ituen ts, th e backbon e
of your won derfu l an d
successfu l Steuben  Coun ty
an d th e clerk’s office.

Well, I am  h appy an d
h on ored  to  kn ow th at
Sen ator George Win n er,
Assem blym en  Jam es
Bacalles an d Th om as
O’Mara, support  ou r New
York State Associat ion  of

Coun ty Clerks, m ade up  of
62 coun ty clerks th rough -
ou t  New York State. We
h ave a legislat ive agen da
every year an d ou r
Hon orable Sen ator an d
Assem blym en  support  us
wh en ever th ey can ; we do
h ave a very posit ive ou t -
look. Judy Hun ter, Steuben
Coun ty Clerk, is part  o f
th is associat ion , servin g as
a m em ber of th e execu t ive
board  an d part icipat in g on
th e Courts Com m it tee an d
th e Departm en t  of Motor
Veh icle Com m it tee, work-
in g d iligen t ly to  m ake th e
proper decision s th at  will
h ave a very p roduct ive
ou tcom e for you  th e con -
st ituen ts an d th e taxpayers
of Steuben  Coun ty.

I am  respect fu lly askin g
an d request in g th at  you ,
th e voters in  Steuben
Coun ty, vote Sep t . 18 for
Judy Hun ter for Steuben
Coun ty Clerk. Sh e will
n ever let  you  down .

Cat herine K. Hughes
Chemung County 

Clerk | Elmira

Poor Pakistan

I n  Pakistan  th e on ly
th in g worse th an  a civil-
ian  govern m en t is a

m ilitary govern m en t, an d
vice versa.

Th e stran ge tan go between
Presiden t Pervez Mush arraf
an d form er Prim e Min isters
Ben azir Bh utto an d Nawaz
Sh arif m akes you wish  for a
th ird kin d of govern m en t
th ere.

Bh utto was ousted from
power in  1990 an d again  in
1996, to th e ch eers of
Pakistan is. Sh e h as been  in
exile ever sin ce. Sh arif was
kicked out of power in  1999
by Mush arraf, com m an der of
th e arm y, wh o th en  set h im -
self up as presiden t.
Mush arraf, wh o on ce vowed
th at Bh utto would go to
prison  if sh e return ed to
Pakistan , h as recen tly been
n egotiat in g som e kin d of
power-sh arin g deal with  h er.
Sh arif, wh o precip itated th e
1999 coup wh en  h e tried to
block a p lan e carryin g
Mush arraf from  lan din g in
Karach i, wan ts to stake h is
claim  to run n in g th in gs.

By on e m easure, all th at
p lott in g m igh t be con sidered
progress. At least th e p lotters
are all st ill alive. In  1977 th e
Pakistan i m ilitary overth rew
th e elected prim e m in ister
an d later put h im  on  trial
an d h an ged h im .

But Mush arraf, Bh utto an d
Sh arif are polit ical survivors,
an d it  is likely th at at least
on e of th e th ree will be in
ch arge after elect ion s th at are
expected to be h eld by m id-
October.

Sh arif lan ded in  Pakistan
on  Mon day after a seven -
year exile, buoyed by a
recen t  decision  by Pakistan ’s
Suprem e Court  affirm in g h is
righ t  to  retu rn  to  th e coun -
t ry. Bu t  with in  h ours, h e
was ch arged with  corrup t ion
an d deported  – in  possib le
con traven t ion  of th e court
decision .

Just a few h ours later,
Bh utto an n oun ced th at sh e
would return  to Pakistan
from  h er exile. Sh arif’s
lawyers filed a petit ion
Tuesday with  th e Suprem e

Court claim in g th at h is
deportat ion  con stitu ted con -
tem pt of court. It  dem an ded
th at th e Suprem e Court com -
pel th e govern m en t to fly
Sh arif back to Pakistan  again
an d let h im  tell h is side of
th e story.

Oh , to h ave th e lan din g-
righ ts fees at th e local air-
port.

Th e return  of Sh arif an d
Bh utto would, by roun din g
out th e electoral field, at
least h elp firm  up th e bon a
fides of th e com in g elect ion s.
But it  is worth  rem em berin g
th at in  Pakistan , wh ich  h as
on ly twice in  its 60-year h is-
tory en joyed a peacefu l an d
dem ocrat ic polit ical succes-
sion , good an d bad aren ’t
always so easy to parse.

Bh utto an d Sh arif h ave
faced ch arges of pervasive
corruption  in  th eir adm in is-
trat ion s.

Th ough  Mush arraf h as
seen  h is popularity fall pre-
cip itously in  recen t m on th s,
h e h as gen erally been  con sid-
ered on e of th e better leaders
Pakistan  h as h ad. (Except for
th at lit t le busin ess of th e
coup.) He h as m ade an  effort
again st corruption  an d pre-
sides over a coun try th at is
en joyin g stron g econ om ic
growth .

Th e return  of Bh utto
would h ardly prom ise th e
dawn  of a n ew era in
Pakistan . Sh e is seekin g to
strip  th e Pakistan i presiden t
of th e power to d ism iss par-
liam en t an d th e govern m en t
– wh ich  is h ow sh e was oust-
ed twice – an d sh e wan ts cor-
ruption  ch arges again st h er
dism issed. Her allegedly ill-
gotten  gain s, wh ich  Pakistan
h as been  tryin g to recoup,
reach  in to th e h un dreds of
m illion s of dollars.

Wh at a m ess. As lon g as
Mush arraf clin gs to con trol
of th e m ilitary an d th e gov-
ern m en t, Pakistan is are likely
to grow m ore frustrated. But
th ey don ’t  seem  to h ave
fresh  leaders wh o could set a
n ew direct ion . So Mush arraf
an d Bh utto try to n egotiate a
power-sh arin g deal, Sh arif
lurks, an d n o Th om as
Jefferson  is in  sigh t.

Another
controversial

episode

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

M ayor Fran k
Cocch o h as
dodged  an oth er

on e. 
Th e CSEA decided  last

week to  d rop  its claim
again st  th e m ayor th at  h e
h arassed  an d  t ried  to  in t im -
idate workers after m eet in g
with  h is po lit ical oppon en t ,

Republican
Tom  Reed . 

Th e rea-
son , accord -
in g to  an  ad
th at
appeared  in
Friday’s ed i-
t ion , was
th at  th e
issue was
cloud in g th e

upcom in g m ayoral elect ion .
“You r workforce believes

th at  in  th is elect ion  year,
th e debate am on g can d i-
dates for city o ffices sh ou ld
be abou t  so lu t ion s an d  wh o
h as th e leadersh ip  skills to
gu ide Corn in g,” th e ad
read .

It  th en  en ds with , “Let ’s
focus on  th e fu tu re.”

Th ere’s a few ways o f
lookin g at  th is, an d , judg-
in g by th e b logs, fo lks are
sayin g p len ty.

Th ere are th ose wh o say
th e un ion  decided  to  d rop
its case because it  realized  it
was baseless. Cocch o an d
h is supporters p robably feel
th at  way, even  th ough  th e
m ayor h asn ’t  yet  com m en t-
ed  on  th e n ews. Th ose in
Cocch o’s corn er are sayin g
th e case was po lit ically
m ot ivated  an d  an oth er
effort  to  tarn ish  th e m ayor’s
im age. Fran k sh ou ld  feel
vin d icated .

Con versely, th ere are
th ose wh o believe un ion
Presiden t  Steve Pan ton
wh en  h e said : “We feel th e
claim s are valid , we’re n ot
ret ract in g th e claim s. We’re
just  ch oosin g n ot  to  m ove
forward .”

In  sh ort , un ion  m em bers
said  en ough  is en ough .
Th ey’re sick o f th e wh ole
affair an d  sim p ly wan t  to  be
left  alon e to  do th eir jobs. 

Ult im ately, th eir h ope is
th at  th e resu lts o f th e Nov.
6 elect ion  will so lve th e
p roblem  m uch  qu icker th an
pro lon gin g th e issue
th rough  th e Public
Em p loyee Relat ion s Board .  

So th ere’s defin itely a few
ways to  in terp ret  th e
un ion ’s decision .

Wh at  is in d ispu table,
h owever, is th at  dam age h as
already been  don e. Cocch o,
a form er un ion  boss an d  b ig
un ion  supporter, h as seen
h is relat ion sh ip  with  th e
CSEA ru in ed . Hard  feelin gs
exist  an d  you  can  bet  th e
un ion  won ’t  support
Cocch o like it  d id  in  2006.

Beyon d  th at , th is m arks
an oth er ep isode in  wh at  h as
becom e a t ren d  for th e
m ayor. Con t roversy always
seem s to  fin d  h im , perh aps
because h e brin gs it  on
h im self.

Sin ce takin g o ffice, h e’s
fough t  with  th e un ion ,
Republican s on  th e City
Coun cil, down town  m er-
ch an ts, th e p ress an d  th is
ed itor, to  n am e a few. Wh at
th at ’s don e, beside keep
Cocch o’s n am e on  Page 1, is
d ist ract  th e public from
focusin g on  th e im portan t
issues.

Wh o can  th in k abou t  flu -
oride, poth o les an d  h igh er
taxes wh en  Cocch o’s on  th e
fron t  page facin g an oth er
allegat ion  or coun cil vo te
for cen su re?

Sm oke screen ? You  bet .
Bu t  wh o created  it?

Wh at  th e CSEA said  in  its
ad  Friday is th at  with  less
th an  two m on th s before th e
m ayoral elect ion , it ’s t im e
to  focus on  issues an d  n ot
sm oke screen s. It ’s h ard  to
argue with  th at  n o m at ter
wh at  side you ’re on .

■ Letters should be typed 

or neatly printed. 

■ Letters must be kept to a

maximum of 250 words. Letters

longer than that will not be

considered.  

■ Letters must be signed and

include an address and phone

number. No letters will be

published unless verified with

the author in person or by

telephone. 
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