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GUEST EDITORIAL | JOHN R. RANDY KUHL JR.

The party of higher taxes

W h eth er it ’s th e
Dem ocrats’
budget th at

in cluded th e secon d largest
tax in crease in  Am erican
h istory, Rep. Ch arles
Ran gel’s n ew $3.5 trillion
n ew “m oth er of all tax
bills,” or th e $2,000 average
tax in crease for 23 m illion
taxpayers for th e altern a-
t ive m in im um  tax, th e
Dem ocrat leadersh ip h as
m ade it  clear th ey are th e
party of h igh er taxes.

Th e altern ative m in im um
tax (AMT) is th e first figh t
of th e New York
Con gressm an  Ran gel’s tax
h ike. Th e AMT was created
in  1969 with  th e purpose
of en surin g th at all taxpay-
ers pay at least th e m in i-
m um  federal in com e tax
for th eir in com e level, n o
m atter h ow m an y deduc-
t ion s or credits th ey claim .
Th e origin al AMT im posed
a tax on  155 in dividuals
wh o m ade m ore th an
$200,000. But th ose 155
in dividuals h ave grown
in to a tax th at burden s 21
m illion  Am erican s, m ost of
wh om  do n ot m ake
$200,000 a year. In  fact, it
is set to h it  people wh o
m ake un der $50,000 a year.

U.S. Treasury Secretary
Han k Paulson  rem in ded
Con gress th ree weeks ago
th at if m iddle-class taxpay-
ers weren ’t  protected from
th e burden som e AMT by

Novem ber 16, 2007,
In tern al Reven ue Service
tax form s would be prin ted
un der th e belief th at as
m an y as 23 m illion  taxpay-
ers would be forced to pay
th e tax n ext year. As a
result , as m an y as 50 m il-
lion  taxpayers could see a
sign ifican t delay in  th e
arrival of som e $75 billion
in  refun d ch ecks an d will
face an  average tax in crease
of $2,000.

An d n ow, after m on th s of
n o m ovem en t on  th e AMT,
Rep. Ran gel h as un veiled
th e “m oth er of all tax
h ikes” wh ich  is th e biggest
an d m ost expen sive tax
code overh aul sin ce 1986
an d reportedly in cludes
everyth in g but th e kitch en
sin k. To put it  sim ply, th e
m oth er of all tax h ikes is a
job killer in  Upstate New
York. Th e tax in crease
brin gs th e death  tax back
to life, wh ich  is est im ated
to cost our econ om y
between  170,000 an d
250,000 jobs an n ually –
especially am on g sm all
busin esses an d fam ily
farm s. Also m an y sm all
busin esses will be h it  with
a n ew “surtax” on  top of
stan dard federal in com e
taxes an d would lose a key
m an ufacturin g tax deduc-
t ion  th at reduces th eir
an n ual tax bill.

Th e Ran gel p lan  also
elim in ates tax cuts en acted

by Con gress an d th e
Presiden t in  2001 – tax cuts
th at h ave put m ore m on ey
in  th e pockets of every tax-
payer for th e last six years.
Am erican s in  every tax
bracket – n ot just th e very
wealth y – will see th eir
taxes in crease un der th e
plan ; th e m oth er of all tax
h ikes would even  elim in ate
th e n ew 10 percen t rate
Con gress establish ed for
th e sole purpose of reduc-
in g th e taxes for low- an d
m iddle-in com e workin g
fam ilies. Wh at’s m ore, th e
Ran gel p lan  would rein state
th e m arriage pen alty,
wh ich  m ean s m arried cou-
ples would pay h igh er taxes
again  sim ply because th ey
are m arried.

As Am erican  fam ilies feel
th e crun ch  from  skyrocket-
in g prices for en ergy an d
gasolin e, wh y is th e
Dem ocrat ic leadersh ip step-
p in g in  to con fiscate even
m ore of th eir m on ey? It ’s
t im e to repeal th e AMT per-
m an en tly – with out raisin g
taxes – an d reform  th e tax
code on  beh alf of m iddle-
class fam ilies an d sm all
busin esses alike.

■ U.S. Rep. John R. Randy
Kuhl Jr. is a Hammondsport
Republican who represents
the 29th Dist rict .
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W h en  Pakistan i
Presiden t Pervez
Mush arraf gave

a televised address
an n oun cin g a state of
em ergen cy, h e just ified it
by quotin g Abrah am
Lin coln , wh o suspen ded
h abeas corpus durin g th e
Civil War.

It ’s en couragin g to see
h im  drawin g lesson s from
Am erican  h istory. But if th e
gen eral is fam iliar with  th e
Great Em an cipator, h e m ay
rem em ber th e question
Lin coln  would som etim es
ask: “How m an y legs does a
dog h ave, if you call th e
tail a leg?”

Wh en  th e an swer would
com e back, “Five,” Lin coln
would reply, “Four. Callin g
a tail a leg doesn ’t  m ake it
a leg.”

By th e sam e token , an
elect ion  h eld un der a state
of em ergen cy is an  elect ion
in  n am e on ly. Mush arraf,
un der pressure from  th e
Un ited States, h as prom ised
to let voters go to th e polls
to elect a n ew parliam en t
by Jan . 9. But h e says th e
state of em ergen cy will
rem ain  in  p lace.

He h eld out th e prom ise
of elect ion s even  as h is
police were arrest in g th ou-

san ds of m em bers of th e
opposit ion  Pakistan
People’s Party, wh ose
leader, form er Prim e
Min ister Ben azir Bh utto,
h as been  un der h ouse
arrest. Most of th e coun -
try’s oth er opposit ion  lead-
ers h ave also been  con -
fin ed.

It ’s h ard to see h ow you
can  h ave an  elect ion  wh en
your oppon en ts are in  jail
or un der h ouse arrest. But
th at ’s just on e of th e obsta-
cles. Un der Mush arraf’s
decree, th e con stitu t ion
an d basic libert ies are n o
lon ger in  effect. Judges wh o
stood up to h im  h ave been
rem oved from  th eir posts.
Crit ics of h is ru le are n ot
allowed to m eet, dem on -
strate or gain  access to th e
n ation ’s airwaves to spread
th eir m essage.

In depen den t n ews outlets
h ave been  sh ut down . An y
journ alist wh o “rid icu les”
Mush arraf can  go to prison
for up to th ree years.

Un der th ese circum -
stan ces, h ow are Pakistan ’s
civilian  polit ician s sup-
posed to be able to m ake
th e case for th eir policies?
How are Pakistan ’s people
supposed to acquire th e
in form ation  th ey n eed to
m ake a decision  in  th e vot-

in g booth ? How is an yon e
supposed to believe th at
ballots will be coun ted
accurately an d th e outcom e
respected?

Votin g is n ot th e sum  of
dem ocracy. Votin g is just
on e elem en t of th e m an y-
layered process th at m akes
up an y gen uin e dem ocracy.

Mush arraf defen ds th e
state of em ergen cy as essen -
t ial to figh t in g terrorists.
But wh en  you assign  900
police officers to m ake sure
Bh utto doesn ’t  ven ture out
in  public, th ey are n ot
available for th e m ore
urgen t task of goin g after
violen t extrem ists. An d th e
crackdown  pun ish es th ose
Pakistan is wh o prefer to
work peacefu lly for ch an ge,
th us fosterin g th e sort of
an ger th at fuels radicalism .
It ’s h ard to see h ow an yon e
but th e m ilitan ts can  h elp
but gain  from  th e curren t
turm oil.

Bu t  th e gen eral wan ts to
h old  on  to power, an d h e
clearly doesn ’t  th in k free
an d fair elect ion s wou ld  be
m uch  h elp  to h im . No
doubt h e’s d iscovered
som eth in g Lin coln  cou ld
h ave to ld  h im : Th ere are
lim its on  h ow m an y peo-
p le you  can  fool, an d for
h ow lon g.

Must halt nuclear arms race

Trivia question : Wh en
was th e last t im e th e
Un ited States cam e

with in  two m in utes of a
n uclear attack? If you guessed
som etim e aroun d th e 1962
Cuban  m issile crisis, th in k
again . It was 1995, wh en
Russia m istook a Norwegian
rocket test for a U.S. subm a-
rin e-laun ch ed m issile. Luckily,
decades of well-practiced safe-
guards averted disaster.

Today, th ose safeguards
offer m uch  less com fort
because n uclear-weapon s
tech n ology is spreadin g to
coun tries with  m in im al
appreciation  of con cepts such
as restrain t an d m utually
assured destruction .

Nuclear-arm ed Pakistan  is
in  a state of m ilitary em er-
gen cy. Iran  is on  th e brin k of
attain in g n uclear bom b com -
pon en ts, an d Western  prolif-
eration  experts say Saudi
Arabia probably will follow
suit. Nuclear-arm ed Israel
recen tly attacked a Syrian  site
rum ored to con tain  som e
kin d of n uclear facility.

On  th is side of th e globe, it

wasn ’t un til 1997 th at Brazil
ratified th e in tern ation al
Non -Proliferation  Treaty an d
form ally en ded its n uclear
arm s race with  Argen tin a.
Even  so, Brazil’s leaders
h aven ’t quite let go of th e
dream . In  2003, th e can didate
wh o becam e Brazil’s presi-
den t, Luiz In acio Lula de
Silva, expressed wh at m an y in
developin g coun tries feel
about th e sh ortcom in gs of
th e Non -Proliferation  Treaty:
“If som eon e asks m e to dis-
arm  an d keep a slin gsh ot
wh ile h e com es at m e with  a
can n on , wh at good does th at
do?”

In  Jan uary, form er Sen . Sam
Nun n  an d form er Cabin et
secretaries George Sh ultz,
Hen ry Kissin ger an d William
Perry called for revivin g th e
goal of un iversal n uclear dis-
arm am en t. Th at audacious
idea, first proposed by
Presiden t Ron ald Reagan  an d
Soviet Presiden t Mikh ail
Gorbach ev in  1986, deserves
serious con sideration .

Th ese are n ot th e m usin gs
of crazed leftist peacen iks.

A dip in
the news

cycle
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GRIN
Expan sion s.
Groun d was bro-

ken  last week on  a
$300 m illion  expan -

sion  at Sullivan  Park in  Gan g
Mills th at will even tually cre-
ate 300 n ew jobs. Th e addi-
t ion  to Corn in g In c.’s
research  facility is an oth er
good sign  th in gs are goin g
well for th e area’s largest
em ployer.

Also last week, Salien t
Corp. in  Horseh eads said it
h opes to double its staff in
th e n ext four years. Th e com -
pan y, wh ich  m akes busin ess
m an agem en t software, p lan s
to soon  fu lly occupy a bu ild-
in g it  n ow sh ares with
Fortun a En ergy. Fortun a,
an oth er growin g busin ess,
p lan s to m ove in to n ew digs
th is sum m er in  Airport
Corporate Park in  Big Flats.

Th is is all great n ews for
th e local econ om y.

GRIN
Licen se p lan

dropped.
Am id m oun tin g

scrut in y an d public
outcry, Gov. Eliot Spitzer
aban don ed h is p lan  to give
illegal alien s drivers’ licen ses.
Even  wh en  Spitzer m odified
h is origin al proposal first
given  in  Septem ber, m ost
gave it  th e th um b’s down .

He fin ally gave up last
week but th e en deavor great-
ly dam aged h is popularity
an d began  to becom e an
issue with  Dem ocrat presi-
den tial can didates. Perh aps
h e was m isguided to correct a
n ation al problem  – th at
bein g illegal im m igrat ion  – at
th e state level but h e m ay

h ave put th at issue back in
th e spotligh t.

Th e question  n ow is can  h e
reboun d an d refocus h is
efforts on  im portan t state
issues like th e upstate econ o-
m y.

GROAN
Risin g gas prices.
Th is could be a

groan  every week as
it  seem s th e price at

th e pum p con tin ues to rise.
Locally, th e price for a gallon
of regular un leaded gas is
aroun d $3.30. Con cern s are it
cou ld go h igh er in  com in g
m on th s to even tually reach
$4 a gallon .

Historically, th is is th e t im e
of year wh en  gas prices usual-
ly ease after in flat in g durin g
th e sum m er vacation
m on th s. Not so th is year.

GRIN
Taxes droppin g.
It ’s n ot often  th at

it  h appen s but pro-
posed property taxes

in  Ch em un g an d Sch uyler
coun ties an d th e Town  of
Corn in g m igh t be goin g
down  n ext year.

Th at’s accordin g to ten ta-
t ive budgets in  th ose areas
for 2008.

Th e reason s vary, but th e
tax bases in  th ose areas h ave
expan ded to brin g in  m ore
reven ue. Spen din g also seem s
to be un der con trol, especial-
ly for th e coun ties wh ere th e
state-im posed cap on
Medicaid is h avin g th e
desired effect.

Taxpayers can  always use a
break an d at least in  th ese
th ree areas, th ey're goin g to
get it .
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Th ere’s a n atural lu ll in
th e n ews cycle th at
follows every elect ion

season . An d th e n earn ess of
Th an ksgivin g doesn ’t  h elp
th e situat ion .

Actually, th e late Novem ber
doldrum s are
on e of sever-
al d ips in  th e
season ’s
n ews. Th e
en d of th e
sch ool year
is on e an d
th e
Ch ristm as
h olidays are

an oth er. Th ere are also sever-
al sm aller in terruption s but
th e poin t rem ain s th e sam e:
People periodically don ’t
ten d to part icipate in  polit ics
or oth er public even ts an d
lim it th eir act ivit ies to fam i-
ly-orien ted h appen in gs.
Som etim es even  th e crim e
rate sh ows a down turn .

It  is durin g th ese periods
th at n ewspapers m ust rely
m ore h eavily on  softer n ews
“features” because space m ust
be filled n o m atter wh at th e
situat ion .

So tales of fam ily h eroism
an d p ictures of cute youn g-
sters, preferably h old in g cuter
an im als, proliferate.

Person ally, I was a h ard
n ews guy an d wh en  I was an
editor, I’d  som etim es h old
m y n ose wh en  approvin g
som e feature for d isp lay in  a
very prom in en t posit ion . But
I couldn ’t  h elp it , n or could
an y of th e people wh o n ot
on ly succeeded m e but h ad
don e th e sam e job lon g
before m y era.

It ’s just th e n ature of th e
busin ess.

Very occasion ally som e-
th in g start lin g occurs durin g
on e of th ese “down ” t im es,
in  wh ich  case th e h eadlin es
scream  an d all th e fan cy
story d isp lay tech n iques are
put in to p lay. But it  doesn ’t
h appen  often .

Fortun ately, h owever, th ere
is usually a d ist in ct up-t ick in
th e developm en t of h ard
n ews even ts on ce th e p lacid
periods go away. Th en  life
gets m uch  m ore bearable for
editors an d h opefu lly, m ore
in volvin g for th e readers.

But don ’t  h old your n ose
too t igh t ly wh en  you’re look-
in g at th at ligh ter feature
because th ey, too, m ark
even ts th at m erit  atten t ion .
It ’s just n ot th e atten t ion  th at
a m ore in volvin g item  m igh t
gen erate.

■ ■ ■

I was part icu larly sorry to
n ote th e death  last week of
auth or Norm an  Mailer.

He was always on e of m y
person al favorites an d th e
sweep of th e subjects h e’d
attem pt seem ed alm ost lim it-
less.

If you didn ’t  like on e
Mailer offerin g, you h ad on ly
to wait  a few m on th s an d
h e’d offer an oth er in  a com -
pletely d ifferen t field.

Wh en  h e died at age 84, I
was in  th e m idst of readin g
“Th e Castle in  th e Forest,”
wh ich  apparen tly will be h is
last book.

I read th at h e was at work
on  a sequel wh en  h e died,
but I doubt it  will see th e
ligh t of day.

Mailer could be m adden -
in g, an d “Castle” is n o excep-
t ion . It ’s th e m em oir of a
devil wh o was assign ed by
“th e Maestro” to oversee th e
early ch ildh ood of Adolf
Hit ler.

I can  th in k of n o oth er
auth or wh o’d attem pt such  a
th in g.

Or m uch  less alm ost brin g
it  off.

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002) ,
can be reached at
theinsider1@aol.com or writ e
c/ o The Leader, P.O. Box 1017,
Corning, N.Y., 14830. He is also
periodic co-host  of t he
“Coleman & Co.” public affairs
TV program, which airs at
10 a.m. and 10 p.m. Sundays
on W ETM.2.

A tail is not a leg 

Bob Rolfe
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