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COMMENTARY | CARL LEUBSDORF

Congress, Bush deadlocked

H eadin g in to th e
fin al m on th  of th e
2007 con gression -

al session , polit ical gam es-
m an sh ip between  Presiden t
Bush  an d Dem ocratic lead-
ers con tin ues to block
action  on  th e m easures th at
fun d federal act ivit ies from
Bagh dad to Dallas.

Th ey’ll t ry again  n ext
week, but as lon g as th e
two sides seem  as willin g to
com prom ise as Iraq’s
Sh iites an d Sun n is, th e
deadlock st ill cou ld force
th e govern m en t sh utdown
both  sides say th ey wan t to
avoid.

It  m ay take n ext year’s
elect ion  to resolve th e
stalem ate.

Th e basic issues are sim -
ple: Dem ocrats wan t to
spen d m ore on  dom estic
program s th an  Bush  an d
speed Iraq troop with -
drawals. Th ey’re tryin g to
do wh at th e Am erican  peo-
ple voted for wh en  th ey
gave th e Dem ocrats m ajori-
t ies in  th e House an d
Sen ate.

Recen t votes sh ow th at a
m ajority of both  h ouses
favors th at. But th at ’s n ot
en ough ; it  takes 60 votes to
pass bills in  th e Sen ate an d
two-th irds in  both  h ouses
to override a presiden tial
veto.

With  a Dem ocratic
Con gress an d Republican
presiden t, th at ’s a prescrip-
t ion  for stalem ate, un less
th e two can  com prom ise.
So far, th at ’s been  im possi-
ble. Judgin g from  a recen t
exch an ge between  Capitol
Hill an d th e Wh ite House,
it  rem ain s un likely.

House Speaker Nan cy
Pelosi an d  Sen ate Majority
Leader Harry Reid  wrote
Bush , u rgin g “a d ialogue”
to  reso lve th eir con t in u -
in g d ifferen ces on  fun d in g
levels.

But th ey couldn ’t  resist a
part isan  jab: “Key to th is
dialogue, h owever, is som e
willin gn ess on  your part to
actually fin d com m on
groun d. Th us far, we h ave
seen  on ly a h ard lin e
drawn  an d a dem an d th at
we sen d on ly legislat ion
th at reflects your cuts to

crit ical priorit ies of th e
Am erican  people.”

Th e Wh ite House com -
poun ded th e ill feelin g.
In stead of a letter from  th e
presiden t, press secretary
Dan a Perin o issued a state-
m en t con dem n in g
Con gress for failin g to pass
th e bill with  m ost Veteran s
Adm in istrat ion  fun ds.

“Rath er th an  sen din g leg-
islat ion  to th e presiden t to
fun d our n ation ’s veteran s
before Veteran s Day,
Speaker Pelosi an d Majority
Leader Reid today in stead
sen t a letter to explain  th eir
failure to m eet th is goal,”
sh e said.

Ign orin g th e request for a
dialogue, sh e urged
Con gress to pass th e
rem ain in g fun din g bills
“with in  th e reason able
spen din g lim its recom -
m en ded by th e presiden t,”
rath er th an  “wastin g dwin -
dlin g legislat ive days on
polit ical statem en ts an d
legislat ion  th at will n ever
becom e law.”

Clearly, each  side th in ks
it  h olds th e polit ical h igh
groun d.

Bu t  Scot t  Lilly, a lon g-
t im e con gression al budget
staffer n ow with  th e liber-
al Cen ter for Am erican
Progress, n otes th at , in
such  figh ts, “you  always
h ave th e poten t ial o f on e
or th e oth er side m isjudg-
in g th eir stan d in g polit i-
cally.”

Bush , believin g th e pub-
lic backs h is efforts to h old
down  spen din g despite a
less-th an -con vin cin g
record, h as foun d it  easy to
take a n o-com prom ise
stan ce because en ough
House Republican s will
vote to uph old h is vetoes.
Th at strategy prevailed
again  wh en  th e House
failed by two votes to over-
ride h is veto of a $606 bil-
lion  bill fun din g th e
Departm en ts of Labor an d
Health  an d Hum an
Services.

Republican s also h ope
th at stressin g con gression al
failures will ben efit  th em
polit ically n ext Novem ber.

Th e Dem ocrats, m ean -
wh ile, th in k th e public sup-

ports addin g $22 billion  for
such  popular program s as
education , can cer research ,
job train in g an d aid for
return in g Iraq veteran s.

Curiously, th ey sh ied
away from  a strategy of
sen din g a parade of bills to
th e Wh ite House an d forc-
in g Bush  to veto th em
wh ile h e seeks m ore fun ds
for th e Iraq war. St ill,
th ere’s n o sign  yet th at
public d isapproval of
Con gress will h urt th em
n ext year.

Beyon d  d ifferen ces in
d om est ic p rio r it ies an d
p o lit ica l st rategy, con -
gression al Dem ocrats
h ave exacerbated  th e p ar-
t isan  d ivid e by t ry in g to
with h o ld  n ew fu n d s fo r
Iraq  u n t il t h e ad m in ist ra-
t ion  agrees to  cu t  t roop
n u m bers.

Next week, Dem ocrat ic
leaders will t ry to force a
decision  by wrappin g all of
th e un -passed m on ey bills
in to a sin gle package th at
lowers addit ion al dom estic
spen din g to h alf of th e in i-
t ial $22 billion  an d om its
th e extra Iraq fun ds. But
th at m igh t m erely provoke
an oth er veto — an d an oth -
er un successfu l override
attem pt.

Dem ocrats m igh t h ave to
sett le for a package th at
drops all of th e $22billion
or a stopgap m easure to
fun d th e govern m en t at
last year’s levels, som eth in g
m an y con servatives favor
sin ce it  would kill extra
fun ds Con gress approved
th is year.

Wh atever h appen s, on e
th in g is clear: Th is deadlock
an d th e accom pan yin g
gam esm an sh ip will persist
un til voters give a stron ger
h an d to on e party or th e
oth er.

■ Carl P. Leubsdorf is
Washington bureau chief of
the Dallas Morning News.
Readers may writ e to him at
the Dallas Morning News
Washington bureau, 1325 G
St reet  NW, Suite 250,
Washington, D.C. 20005, or
via e-mail at : cleubsdorf@
dallasnews.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Policy should 
be changed

TO THE EDITOR | Your
publish in g policy is n ot
always followed? Your let-
ters policy clearly states th at
“letters m ust be kept to a
m axim um  of 250 words.
Letters lon ger th an  th at will
n ot be con sidered.”

In  your Nov. 28 issue,
page 4A, you h ave a letter
auth ored by Eric Massa th at
con sists of m ore th an  480
words. Yet, you publish ed
it . Is h e an  exception  to th e
ru le or is it  because you are
so dedicated to th e
Republican  Party th at you
overlooked it? Possibly you
sh ould ch an ge your policy
to read “... n orm ally lim it-
ed to 250 words, h owever,

lon ger letters will be con -
sidered wh en  appropriate.”

Ran dy Kuh l h elped m e
get m y passport so I could
travel to Italy last Jun e an d
con duct an  In st itu te th ere
at th e request of th e Italian
govern m en t. I received it
less th an  48 h ours before I
h ad to leave. With out h is
h elp, I n ever would h ave
been  able to m ake th e trip .

Herbery L. MacDonell
Corning

Still waiting for
STAR rebate check

TO THE EDITOR |
Wh at’s up with  th e New
York state STAR Rebate
Program ? We applied
on lin e for our rebate th ree

m on th s ago an d we’re st ill
wait in g for our ch eck. I’ve
eith er teleph on ed or e-
m ailed a sen ator, a con -
gressm an , an  assem blym an
an d a govern or, n ot to
m en tion  m ult ip le calls to
th e NYS Tax Help lin e.
Nobody seem s to be able to
tell m e wh y it ’s st ill “in
process.” Of course, I’m
still won derin g wh y th ey
tell you to call th e
“Help lin e” if you h aven ’t
received your ch eck, as
each  t im e I call th ey tell
m e th ere’s n oth in g th ey
can  tell m e. It ’s n ot lookin g
good for our elected offi-
cials com e re-elect ion  t im e.
An d don ’t  even  get m e
started on  th e gas prices! 

Debbie Brant
Corning

The principled Henry Hyde

H en ry Hyde is bein g
rem em bered  in  th e
obituaries as th e

m an  wh o led  th e figh t
again st  abort ion  an d  for th e
im peach m en t  o f Presiden t
Bill Clin ton . Wh en  you  take
st ron g, p rin cip led  stan ds on
such  th in gs, h alf th e coun -
t ry is go in g to  love you  an d
h alf is go in g to  h ate you .
You  wou ld  be h ard -p ressed ,
th ough , to  fin d  som eon e
wh o kn ew Hen ry Hyde well
an d  h ad  an yth in g bu t
respect  fo r h im .
Republican s d id . Dem ocrats
d id . Th ey respected  h im
even  th ough  h e m an aged  at
on e t im e or an oth er to  give
th em  all fit s.

Dem ocrats wh o supported
abort ion  righ ts kn ew th ey
h ad  a form idable oppon en t
in  th e eloquen t , pat ien t ,
erud ite Hyde. Bu t  m an y
also kn ew th ey h ad  a
frien d . Listen  to  Abn er
Mikva, th e form er con gress-
m an  wh o is as m uch  a lion
of th e left  as Hyde was o f
th e righ t : “He was a very
good  m an . I always defen d-
ed  h im  to  m y liberal
frien ds, th at  th ere was m ore
to  h im  th an  th ey saw.”

Mikva kn ew th at  Hyde
valued  loyalty an d  frien d-
sh ip . Wh en  Mikva, a ch am -
p ion  o f abort ion  righ ts, was
n om in ated  to  th e U.S.
Cou rt  o f Appeals, Hyde was
th ere to  defen d  h im . “He
kep t  th e righ t -to-lifers o ff
m y back,” Mikva said . “He
to ld  th em  I was m ore t rou -
b le in  Con gress th an  I
wou ld  be on  th e cou rt .”
Yes, Hyde h ad  a sen se o f
h um or too.

Th e Republican  Party h ad
n o bet ter spokesm an  for its
t rad it ion al views on  life an d

liberty an d  fiscal d iscip lin e.
Yet  Hyde m ade som e
Republican s spu t ter wh en
h e broke ran ks with  th e
party to  support  gun  con -
t ro l m easu res an d  to  sup -
port  th e Fam ily an d
Med ical Leave Act .

Hyde’s reason in g: He d id
everyth in g in  h is power to
p ro tect  un born  ch ild ren . He
wou ld  do everyth in g in  h is
power to  p ro tect  th em  after
th ey cam e in to  th is world .

Hyde’s n at ion al legacy
will be co lored  by h is ro le
in  th e Clin ton  im peach -
m en t . More th an  a few peo-
p le foun d  th e scen t  o f
h ypocrisy wh en  it  was
revealed  th at  Hyde, ch air-
m an  of th e House com m it -
tee th at  app roved  Clin ton ’s
im peach m en t , h ad  h ad  an
ext ram arital affair.

We don ’t  n eed  to  defen d
Hyde on  th at  coun t . He
defen ded  h im self qu ite ade-
quately in  th ese pages in
1999.

“Th e m em bers o f th e
Hou se wh o  vo ted  to
im p each  a p residen t  fo r
act ion s m an y m em bers o f
h is own  p arty con cede
were felon iou s h ave n o th -
in g to  ap o logize fo r. We
d id  ou r du ty,” h e wro te. “If
you  ch oose to  defin e th is
debate as ju st  a sq u abb le
over ‘ly in g abou t  sex,’ t h en
I wou ld  agree, im p each -
m en t  m igh t  be overkill.
Bu t  we u n derstood  th is to
be abou t  lyin g u n der oath
to  a federal gran d  ju ry an d
obst ru ct in g ju st ice by on e
bou n d  to  fa ith fu lly execu te
th e laws. ...”

Hen ry Hyde was n ot  per-
fect . He was p rin cip led .
Illin o is h as lost  on e o f its
great  leaders.

Trip was a
much needed

‘vacation’

I certain ly h ope Ran dy
Kuh l en joyed h is trip  to
Brazil.

At th is t im e of th e year,
wh en  icy win ds start to wh is-
t le down  th e collars of we
poor dwellers in  th e
North east, a trip  to th e
south ern  h em isph ere would
be just wh at th e doctor

ordered.
Especially if
Un cle
Wh iskers is
payin g th e
tab.

Our
esteem ed
con gressm an
h as en joyed
jun kets in
th e past, but

h e’s on ly been  able to score
trips to un desirable location s
– like Iraq.

Now Ran dy was n ever in
an y real jeopardy in  Iraq; th e
govern m en t doesn ’t  allow
m em bers of Con gress to be in
an y real dan ger wh en  th e
m ilitary is tryin g to im press
th e people with  th e power to
pay its bills.

But Brazil – th ere’s a d iffer-
en t story.

Th e clim ate is opposite to
our own ; th e coun try is sta-
ble an d even  th e econ om y is
in  decen t sh ape.

(Besides, Brazil h as a
len gth y h istory of export in g
excellen t race drivers, an d
th is kid h as a soft  spot for
th e coun try even  with out
con siderin g its excellen t use
of eth an ol fuels.)

But above all, Brazil h as a
reputat ion  as a top-n otch
vacation  spot, an d so we can
rest assured our represen ta-
t ive in  Wash in gton  h ad th e
opportun ity to un win d after
th e perils of h elp in g George
Bush  prop up a failed govern -
m en t by blockin g every pro-
posal of th e opposit ion  party.

Th at can  get stressfu l an d
we wouldn ’t  wan t to see
Ran dy stretch ed too t igh t. So
th is trip  was defin itely war-
ran ted – especially with  th e
taxpayers p ickin g up th e tab.

I can ’t  wait  to see wh at rev-
olu t ion ary ways to im prove
our livin g con dit ion s h e’ll
propose wh en  h e h as t im e to
prepare a proper report.

He’ll h ave th e expen ses
covered; m ake n o m istake
about th at. Ran dy’s a profes-
sion al office-h older an d th ose
people kn ow th eir busin ess.

◆◆◆

Ch eckin g th e m ailbox:
May I assure reader Jim

Scouten  h e m isin terpreted a
recen t item  con cern in g
lawyers. I’m  n ot advocatin g
th eir private clien t lists
sh ouldn ’t  be con sidered. I
was referrin g to a specific sit-
uat ion  brough t up by an oth -
er reader. So relax.

An d th ere’s an oth er reader
wh o defen ds George Bush ’s
th eft of th e 2000 elect ion  by
claim in g th at Al Gore’s fail-
ure to carry h is h om e state,
Ten n essee, was th e th in g th at
really t ipped th e scales.

OK, you m ay be righ t, but
Florida was th e actual trigger,
followed by a Suprem e Court
th at was bough t  an d paid for
by th e Republican  Party. An d
so a wh ole coun try ch an ged
h an ds.

Th e Lord m ust favor th e
h igh est bidder.

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002) ,
can be reached at
theinsider1@aol.com or writ e
c/ o The Leader, P.O. Box 1017,
Corning, N.Y., 14840. He is also
periodic co-host  of t he
“Coleman & Co.” public affairs
TV program, which airs at  10
a.m. and 10 p.m. Sundays on
W ETM.2.

GRIN
To th e Pain ted Post Lion s

Club an d th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post Historical

Society for h on -
orin g th e late
Mary Kosty for
m an y years of

volun teer work in  th e com -
m un ity. 

A flagpole was recen tly
in stalled at th e Pain ted Post-
Erwin  Museum  at Th e Depot,
an d a p laque h on orin g Kosty,
a lon gtim e Corn in g area resi-
den t, was m oun ted on  its
base. Th e tribute was
un veiled durin g a cerem on y
Sun day aftern oon . 

Kosty was a t ireless worker
wh o was in volved with  m an y
ch aritable causes. It ’s a well-
deserved tribute.

GROAN
To th e fold in g of th e

Corn in g Bulldogs,
an  Am erican
Basketball
Associat ion  (ABA)

expan sion  fran ch ise th at
p layed its h om e gam es at th e
Corn in g Com m un ity College
gym n asium . Th e team  ceased
operat ion s just six gam es in to
th e season . 

Th e team ’s own er an d
coach , Jam es Sh utz, cited
poor atten dan ce as a prim ary
reason  th e team  folded. 

Th e Bulldogs p layed an
excit in g bran d of basketball,
with  a roster fu ll of form er
college stan douts. Maybe
Corn in g just isn ’t  big en ough
to support a profession al
sports team , but it ’s a sh am e
th e Bulldogs n ever really h ad
a ch an ce to develop a fan
base.

GRIN
To th e slow but steady

progress on  th e I-
86/Route 15
in terch an ge proj-
ect in  Pain ted
Post. Th e lin k

between  down town
Corn in g/Riverside an d I-86 is
alm ost don e, an d it  looks like
th e h eaviest ph ase of th e
con struct ion  work is beh in d
us.

Yes, traffic h as been  bad in
Pain ted Post. But we sh ould
be patien t, because it ’s a
m on um en tal project an d it
prom ises to be qu ite luxuri-
ous to drive on  wh en  it ’s
fin ally don e. Not to m en tion
th e poten tial for econ om ic
growth  th at will com e with
bein g at th e in tersect ion  of
two m ajor in terstate h igh -
ways.

GRIN
To cold tem peratures an d

sn ow in  th e forecast for th e
n ext week or so. 

Berger’s Ski an d
Sn owboard Sh op
in  Corn in g pre-
sen ted a screen -

in g of Warren  Miller’s
“Playgroun d” - a h igh -en ergy,
big-m oun tain  ski film  - last
week at th e Corn in g Museum
of Glass, gett in g everybody
fired up for ski season .
In cluded in  th e price of
adm ission  was a boun ty of
lift  t icket deals at area resorts.

Bristol an d Greek Peak are
already open .

Th e last few win ters h ave
been  rath er tam e. Here’s h op-
in g for a lot m ore of th e
wh ite stu ff.  Win ter is a lot
m ore fun  wh en  th ere’s sn ow
to p lay in .
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