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ARTIST’S VIEWReservations
about project
m ay dissipate

A drawn  out 
polit ical batt le in
Ham m on dsport

appears over.
Th e village board decided

last week to en d its legal bat-
t le over a proposal by th e
Steuben  Ch urch people
Again st Poverty to turn  th e
vacan t m un icipal bu ild in g
in to a sen ior h ousin g cen ter. 

Village officials h ad
sough t  oversigh t  on  th e
pro ject  bu t  d ropped its
dem an ds fo llowin g a recen t
ru lin g by Steuben  Coun ty
Court  Judge Marian n e
Furfu re. Sh e ru led  th e village
wou ld  likely lose in  its
efforts to  regu late th e ren o-
vat ion  sin ce state laws h old
ju risd ict ion  over th ese types
of u rban  ren ewal p ro jects.

So, it  appears SCAP can
n ow m ove forward with  its
p lan s to turn  th e old m un ici-
pal bu ild in g, wh ich  was pre-
viously a sch ool, in to 21
apartm en ts for sen ior cit i-
zen s. It ’s a worth wh ile proj-
ect th e n on profit  agen cy h as
been  pursu in g sin ce 2003.

Som e of th e source of th e
batt le over th e years rested
with  th e fact th at th e bu ild-

in g is located in  th e village
but own ed by th e town  of
Urban a. Th at created con fu-
sion  as to wh ich  m un icipality
actually h ad jurisdict ion .

Th e project offers at least
two im m ediate ben efits to
th e Ham m on dsport com m u-
n ity. 

First, it  provides a use for
an  agin g bu ild in g th at oth er-
wise m ay con tin ue to sit
vacan t an d deteriorate.
Skeptics on ly h ave to look at
th e form er Dan a Lyon  sch ool
th at sits vacan t in  down town
Bath  as a rem in der of wh at
can  h appen  to old bu ild in gs.

Th e SCAP project will also
h elp m eet a growin g n eed to
h ave affordable h ousin g for
sen ior cit izen s. Such  accom -
m odation s will con tin ue to
be in  great dem an d as th e
Baby Boom ers reach  ret ire-
m en t age an d th e m iracles of
m odern  m edicin e allow folks
to live lon ger.

In  th e en d, reservation s
som e h ad about th e SCAP
project will likely d issipate
on ce th e bu ild in g is ren ovat-
ed an d a group of sen ior cit i-
zen s m oves in  an d becom es
part of th e com m un ity.
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From the school board

You’re n o doubt
aware th at your
board of education

h as h ired a n ew superin -
ten den t of sch ools, Mich ael
Gin alski. 

Gin alski served as in terim
superin ten den t an d con tin -
ued th e role of h is previous
posit ion  as assistan t super-
in ten den t for in struct ion . 

Th is n ow-vacan t posit ion
will be filled th is sprin g,
wh ich  will allow Gin alski
to spen d m ore t im e on
som e very im portan t topics
in  our d istrict . Th ey
in clude: con tract n egotia-
t ion s, fu ture facility n eeds,
en rollm en t an d class size
an d keepin g th e district  on
task as outlin ed in  th e m as-
ter p lan .

Th e sch ool board h as th e
respon sibility to provide a
curricu lum  th at m eets all
studen t n eeds wh ile keep-
in g with in  a budget th at
m eets th e approval of our
residen ts. We’ve begun  th e
process to prepare a budget
for 2008-09. We in vite you
to follow th is process close-
ly as we presen t d ifferen t
port ion s of th e budget at
our board m eetin gs. 

Th e board of education
m eetin g sch edule an d
budget preparat ion  calen -
dar are both  publish ed on
our d istrict h om epage –

www.corn in gareasch ools.
com . 

Early in dicat ion s from
Alban y were th at state aid
projected last year would
again  be approved th is
year, but recen t figures
from  th e govern or in dicate
reduction s are takin g p lace
in  th eir p lan n in g process
th at will on ce again  affect
our d istrict. 

Th e th eory th at wealth y
districts get less is st ill on
th e books, an d Corn in g-
Pain ted Post, accordin g to
th e form ulas used, is a
wealth y d istrict . Th ere are
57 sm all city sch ool d is-
tricts in  New York. We are
with  th ose th at are in  th e
top group wh en  com parin g
wealth  an d size. 

We operate m ore bu ild-
in gs th an  oth er d istricts yet
h ave a free an d reduced
lun ch  program  wh ich
approach es 40 percen t. 

It  is a fact th at our d is-
trict  is un ique in  structure,
wh ich  p laces m ore burden
on  th e taxpayer. Wh en  we
picture a wealth y d istrict,
on e could poin t to Lon g
Islan d an d oth er areas
wh ere som e receive h ardly
an y state aid because of
th eir wealth . But our
wealth  certain ly does n ot
com pare to com m un it ies
such  as Rye, Saratoga
Sprin gs an d oth ers.

However, in  th e process of
receivin g aid from  th e
state, we do.

Th is will always presen t a
ch allen ge to th e district
adm in istrat ion  an d th e
board of education  as th ey
create an d approve operat-
in g expen ses for th e budg-
et. Th e on ly way to h elp
keep th e budget reason able
is to try an d use wh at
m on ey we h ave in  m ore
effect ive ways. Addin g large
sum s to th e budget year
after year an d h opin g th e
state will provide en ough
to cover it  will n ot work
down  th e road. We h ave to
begin  to ask som e difficu lt
question s wh ich  m ust
in clude build in gs, redis-
trict in g, en rollm en ts, tran s-
portat ion  an d h opefu lly
last – program s.

Our sch ool board is m ost
con cern ed over a quality
education  for all studen ts,
regardless of ability. As we
begin  to look at curren t
decision s regardin g th e
budget, it  is our wish  to
in volve th e com m un ity by
listen in g an d sh arin g in for-
m ation . Our “partn ers” are
im portan t to us n ot on ly
on  a daily basis, but as we
plan  for th e fu ture.

■ William Carlson is
president  of t he Corning-
Painted Post  School Board.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It ’s t ime to step
down from seat

TO THE EDITOR | In
respon se to th e letter
recen tly by Mr. an d Mrs.
Dom ras about th e previous
town  supervisor an d th e
two coun cilm en  wh o were
voted out by a lan dslide in
th e town  of Urban a, I h ave
to state th at th ey obviously
didn ’t  do such  a great job
or th ey would n ot h ave
been  voted out by such  a
large m ajority of th e tax-
payers. 

As far as bein g proud of
th e job th ey did, are you
kiddin g? Th e lakefron t was
voted down  twice, yet th ey
ch ose to go again st th e
m ajority an d sn eak it
th rough  an yway. Does an y-
on e realize th at was a
dum pin g groun d years ago
an d could be toxic? Wh o is
goin g to pay for th e
clean up if th at lan d is d is-
turbed an d th e surroun din g
lan d an d lake is pollu ted?
Th e taxpayers, of course,
th an ks to th e previous
board.

I can  just im agin e wh at
Glen n  Curt iss would th in k
if h e kn ew a dum p was
n am ed after h im ? Th e pre-
vious board also h ad n o
plan  for th is so-called gift ,
th ey didn ’t  set an y m on ey
aside for m ain ten an ce or
developm en t, so th ere
m igh t n ever be a park
th ere. Th at’s adm irable of
th em . 

I’m  sorry, but I don ’t
adm ire som eon e like th at.
Th ey n ever listen ed to us
righ t up to th e en d. Th ey
didn ’t  ret ire, or step down ,

th ey were voted out, th ere’s
a d ifferen ce. As far as step-
p in g down , it  appears th at
on e of th em  h asn ’t  yet. It ’s
t im e to h it  th e road, “Jack.”

Jeanne George
Hammondsport

Two issues remain
in 2008 election

TO THE EDITOR | We
are soon  to elect a presi-
den t an d a con gression al
represen tat ive. How sh ould
we m ake our ch oice? Man y
will base th eir vote on  a
part icu lar issue or a gut
feeliln g. I say th ere are on ly
two issues: war an d peace.

We are at war in  two
coun tries. As lon g as our
son s an d daugh ters are
dyin g in  war, th at is th e
prim ary, n on -n egot iable
issue. Pollsters m ay cite th e
econ om y, h ealth  care an d
th e en viron m en t as th e
issues. I say we can n ot deal
with  an y of th ose issues
un t il we en d th ese wars.
Th en  we m ust p ledge n ever
to go to war again  with out
a clearly defin ed m ission .
We m ust p ledge n ever to
attack an oth er coun try
th at h as n ot at tacked our
coun try.

Th e secon d issue is peace.
We m ust wage peace. We
m ust dem an d it  – for our
ch ildren  an d all th e ch il-
dren  of th e world. Don ’t
just pray for it . Don ’t  just
dream  of it . Dem an d it .
Vote for it . Eric Massa is th e
peace can didate for th e
29th  Con gression al District.
Barack Obam a is th e peace

can didate for U.S. presi-
den t. Pray for it . Dream  of
it . Dem an d it . Vote for it .

Jeni Paquet te
Corning

Massa on t rack
with health care

TO THE EDITOR | I on ce
sh ared Mich ael Morron -
giello’s views (Jan . 29,
“Govern m en t sh ouldn ’t
con trol h ealth  care ch oic-
es”) on  h ealth  care. Th en  I
learn ed h ow poorly we
ran k com pared with  oth er
in dustrialized coun tries:
Th e World Health
Organ izat ion  ran ks us 26th
in  in fan t m ortality an d
24th  in  life expectan cy.
An d yet we spen d twice as
m uch  as th e m edian ,
rough ly $9,000 per capita
versus a m edian  of $4,500.

Morron giello lam en ts
wait in g t im es in  Can ada.
Perh aps h e h asn ’t  tried late-
ly to see a specialist . I
recen tly waited m on th s for
an  appoin tm en t with  an
orth opedist.

In  spite of our grossly
excessive spen din g, m il-
lion s of us are left  with out
h ealth  care, in cludin g m il-
lion s of ch ildren . Th is is a
system  so badly broken
th at it  leaves n o room  for
doubt. Eric Massa is righ t in
callin g for us to follow th e
lead of oth er coun tries an d
adopt a sin gle-payer h ealth
care system .

Mike Reynolds 
Pittsford

Telecom  in terruptus

Evildoers d isrupt com -
m un ication s by cut-
t in g un dersea cables

th at crisscross th e waters of
th e Earth . Sudden ly, th e 21st
cen tury wired world goes
silen t. Million s of people
h ave n o In tern et con n ection ;
teleph on es go dead. Soun ds
like Hollywood, doesn ’t  it?

Well, four un dersea cables
recen tly were cut in  th e
space of a week. Egypt lost
m ore th an  h alf of its In tern et
capacity. Qatar h ad just 60
percen t of its teleph on e
capacity. In dia – back office
to th e world – experien ced
slowdown s. U.S. troops in
th e Middle East h ad a h ard
t im e callin g h om e.

Sabotage? It ’s m uch  m ore
likely th at th ese com m un ica-
t ion  cables were cut by fish -
in g n ets or sh ip an ch ors.
Steph an  Beckert, d irector of
research  for Wash in gton -
based TeleGeograph y, a
research  an d con sult in g firm ,
says fish in g n ets cause 65
percen t of cable d isruption s.
An ch ors are respon sible for
18 percen t. Th e rest are due
to earth quakes an d oth er
geological even ts. Wh o
kn ew?

Lin kin g th e world ’s lan d-
m asses for com m un ication
began  alm ost th e m om en t it
becam e tech n ologically feasi-
ble to do so. Th e first un der-
sea cable between  En glan d
an d Fran ce was laid in  1847.
It  allowed tran s-ch an n el tele-
graph  com m un ication ,
th an ks to Sam uel Morse’s
n ewfan gled code, in ven ted
th ree years earlier. Th at first
cable failed after just eigh t
days. In  th e followin g decade
En glish  an d Fren ch  leaders
were able to stay in  touch
with  th eir troops batt lin g th e
Russian s durin g th e Crim ean
War via a cable laid across
th e Black Sea.

After n um erous failures,
th e first successfu l cable was
laid across th e Atlan t ic
Ocean  in  1858. Th e feat was
celebrated with  fireworks an d
parades across Am erica,

alth ough  just 25 of Queen
Victoria’s 72-word address
h erald in g th e tran s-Atlan t ic
lin k actually reach ed
Presiden t Jam es Buch an an .
Th at cable d ied after th ree
m on th s of spotty com m un i-
cat ion . New an d better cable
was laid eigh t years later,
fin ally allowin g un in terrupt-
ed com m un ication  between
th e New World an d th e Old.
Th e con versation  was n eith er
ch eap n or speedy. It  cost
$100 in  gold an d took 2  1/2
m in utes to sen d 20 words.

Today, un dersea cables
carry 95 percen t of th e
world ’s teleph on e an d
In tern et com m un ication s
swift ly, ch eaply an d reliably.
Th e 86-m em ber In tern ation al
Cable Protect ion  Com m ittee
works with  fish in g, m in in g,
dredgin g an d oil an d gas
com pan ies to preven t dam -
age to un dersea cables. It
does h appen , as th e four
recen tly cut cables prove. But
th ere are n ow so m an y cables
lin kin g coun tries an d con ti-
n en ts th at recovery is rela-
t ively swift . Traffic is rerout-
ed to un dam aged cables.
Wh en  geograph ic vu ln erabil-
it ies are revealed by cuts,
cable com pan ies are qu ick to
respon d. Nin e n ew cables
n ow are in  th e works for
Egypt, in cludin g a n ew, m ore
resilien t on e lin kin g Egypt
an d Fran ce.

All th at redun dan cy m akes
cutt in g un dersea cables an
un likely target for terrorists
aim in g to d isrupt th e m od-
ern  world.

As for th e prospect th at
un dersea cable com m un ica-
t ion  between  Europe an d th e
U.S. could be com pletely d is-
rupted, th at ’s h igh ly un likely.
“If th ere’s ever a tran s-
Atlan t ic outage, I’m  n ot
goin g to be worryin g about
m y In tern et con n ection ,”
Beckert said. “I’m  goin g to be
h eadin g for th e h ills because
a m eteor just h it  th e ocean .”

A m assive m eteor strike.
Now th at h as Hollywood
blockbuster poten tial.

Locals
should decide

school
mergers

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

O f all th e form s of
govern m en t, sch ool
d istricts in  New

York state m igh t be th e m ost
dem ocrat ic.

Alon g with  elect in g repre-
sen tat ives to a sch ool board,
residen ts vote on  an  an n ual
budget an d decide spen din g
proposals. Also, residen ts
determ in e wh eth er sch ool
d istricts can  m erge or con sol-
idate.

No oth er govern m en t en ti-
ty allows
con stituen ts
to d irect ly
m ake th ose
kin ds of fis-
cal decision s
an d p lay
such  a large
role in  its
overall oper-
at ion . Th at
m ay be a

good th in g sin ce sch ool taxes
m ake up about two-th irds of
all property taxes levied.

To a degree, Stan  Lun din e
would like to lim it  th at type
of public con trol. 

Th e form er lieuten an t gov-
ern or an d South ern  Tier con -
gressm an  believes th e state
sh ould h ave th e auth ority to
force sch ool d istricts to
m erge. Specifically, h e’s pro-
posin g th e state education
com m ission er be em powered
to con solidate d istricts with
th e approval of th e Board of
Regen ts. As a resu lt , th e pub-
lic’s role in  th e con solidat ion
process would be reduced to
m akin g com m en ts at public
h earin gs.

Lun din e offered th is idea
last week at a Pipelin e 4
Progress con feren ce in
Corn in g. 

It ’s sign ifican t because
Lun din e n ow serves as ch air-
m an  of th e state Com m ission
on  Local Govern m en t
Efficien cy an d Com petit ive-
n ess, a body form ed by Gov.
Eliot Spitzer to fin d ways to
stabilize an d reduce taxes
with out cutt in g back on  serv-
ices. 

His in ten tion s are good.
Wh y n ot try to fin d ways to
save m on ey? Con solidat ion
is th e buzz word th ese days
an d n eeds to be pract iced
m ore in  a state th at h as far
too m an y taxin g jurisdict ion s
an d layers of govern m en t.
But Lun din e n eeds to focus
elsewh ere. Tran sferrin g th e
auth ority to m erge sch ool
d istricts from  th e public to
th e com m ission er’s office
sim ply gives on e person  far
too m uch  power, even
th ough  a decision  would also
h ave to be OK’d by th e
Regen ts.

Also, I view th e com m is-
sion er as an  Alban y bureau-
crat with  a big office h igh
atop a bu ild in g th at over-
looks th e Hudson  River wh o
is far rem oved from  local
issues th at in dividual sch ool
d istricts face. Th e com m is-
sion er, n ow Rich ard Mills,
ten ds to m ake decision s
based h eavily on  bottom  lin e
facts an d figures an d adm in -
istrat ion  policies.  

My question  is: Would a
st iff-collared com m ission er
kn ow wh at’s best for a local
sch ool d istrict or th e folks
wh o live th ere an d pay taxes
to support it?

With out a doubt, it ’s th e
local folks.

As far as th e com m ission -
er’s office goes, its record
speaks for itself.

Mills h as been  com m is-
sion er sin ce 1995 an d h as
m ade som e m on um en tal
decision s th at h ave affected
local sch ool d istricts. 

In  2003, h e in validated th e
Option  2 sch ool p lan  to con -
solidate Corn in g-Pain ted
Post’s two h igh  sch ools in to a
sin gle facility in  Gan g Mills.
Even  th ough  60 percen t of
d istrict residen t voted for th e
plan , Mills sided with  oppo-
n en ts wh o said th e con volut-
ed proposal th at in volved a
$60 m illion  gift  from  
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