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ARTIST’S VIEW

Groan
Eliot Spitzer.
Today, h e is cit izen  Spitzer
Soon , th e form er govern or

of New York m ay be ch arged
with  serious crim es for h is
alleged in volvem en t in  a
prost itu t ion  rin g. 

Som e day, th e im pact of
h is m isdeeds m ay fade but
will always be part of a dark
tim e in  state h istory.
Certain ly h is fam ily will h ave
a very difficu lt t im e recover-
in g from  last week’s sh ockin g
revelation . Not to be over-
looked is th at th e fam ily’s
h ealth , part icu larly th at of
Silda Spitzer, was put at risk.

Everyon e h as flaws, an d
th at’s acceptable. But Spitzer’s
devian t an d dan gerous
action s com bin ed with  h is
public posit ion  an d p ious
person ality are down righ t
disturbin g.

Grin
Silda Spitzer.
Wh at a tough  wom an . 
Havin g to twice go out in

fron t of cam eras an d stan d
n ext to h er ch eatin g spouse
was rem arkable. How sh e
resisted th e urge n ot to
scream  or ch oke h er h ooker-
h appy h usban d in  fron t of
th e world, we’ll n ever kn ow.

But it  was obvious th e
n igh tm arish  episode h ad
taken  a toll on  h er, ph ysically
as well as em otion ally. To h er
credit , sh e put up a stron g
fron t an d h as everyon e feel-

in g sym path y for h er an d h er
ch ildren .

Th e fam ily is th e real vic-
t im  in  th is sad story.
Hopefu lly, th ey’ll get th e sup-
port an d un derstan din g th ey
n eed to get th rough  it .

Grin
Gov. David Paterson .
So far, h e seem s capable of

h an dlin g th e tough  tasks of
takin g th e reign s of office
an d ren ewin g public con fi-
den ce in  it . 

His early m essage h as
em ph asized th e im portan ce
of state govern m en t refocus-
in g on  th e crit ical m atters of
craft in g a workable state
budget an d provid in g th e
program s residen ts n eed.
Th at in cludes stabilizin g
taxes, con trollin g spen din g,
in vestin g in  education  an d
prom otin g busin ess. He h as
also vowed to con tin ue to
fin d ways to rein vigorate th e
ailin g upstate econ om y.

But n on e of th at will be
easy. Th e state faces a large
deficit  an d part isan sh ip is
stron ger th an  ever in  legisla-
ture ch am bers.

But Paterson  h as 22 years
of experien ce as a legislator
to draw on  an d a proven  abil-
ity to com prom ise th at
sh ould h elp fin d acceptable
solut ion s. Proof will be in  th e
results, but at first glan ce,
Paterson  seem s like th e righ t
guy at th e righ t t im e to h elp
get th e state m ovin g forward.
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What would you do with  $3,658?

Th is week th e House
will con sider th e
m on strosity th at is

th e Dem ocrats’ FY 2009 fed-
eral budget, wh ich  was
in troduced last Wedn esday.
An d n ot to be outdon e by
an y previous Con gress, th eir
budget proposal is h istoric
for all th e wron g reason s.
Am on g oth er th in gs, it:

1. In cludes th e largest tax
in crease in  Am erican  h isto-
ry. 

2. In creases federal
spen din g by h un dreds of
billion s of dollars to
expan d govern m en t pro-
gram s.

3. Aban don s reform
efforts to fix th e broken
an d abusive earm ark sys-
tem . 

4. Raises taxes on  ch il-
dren  by slash in g th e $1,000
per ch ild tax credit  in  h alf. 

5. Refuses to rein  in  en ti-
t lem en t spen din g in  order
to save Medicare for fu ture
gen erat ion s.

Wh en  you break it  down ,
th e fin an cial im plicat ion s
of th eir budget totals an
en orm ous, broad-based, job
killin g, $683 billion  tax
in crease th at will be p laced
on  workin g fam ilies an d
sm all busin ess en trepre-
n eurs. Nation ally, un der
th e Dem ocrat ic tax h ike
plan , 116 m illion  taxpayers
will be burden ed with  an

average tax h ike of $1,833.
But in  th e state of New
York, th e average taxpayer
will be payin g $3,658 on
an  an n ual basis un der th is
budget so th e Dem ocrat ic
leadersh ip can  fin an ce
wastefu l n ew Wash in gton
spen din g.

At a t im e wh en
Am erican s are experien cin g
skyrocketin g gasolin e
prices, escalat in g h ealth
care costs, an d a poten tial
recession , th e Dem ocrats
are bein g fiscally irrespon si-
ble with  your h ard-earn ed
m on ey. Th e tax an d spen d
policies of th e past do n ot
work, an d dem an din g th at
th e residen ts of New York
State pay $3,658 an n ually
is absurd an d preven table.
We owe th e Am erican  peo-
ple tax relief, n ot a tax
in crease.

Th is budget is an oth er
exam ple of h ow out of
touch  th e Dem ocratic lead-
ersh ip is with  th e Am erican
people. As a Mem ber of
Con gress, our sworn  duty is
to better th e lives of our
con stituen ts an d preven t
th e govern m en t from
becom in g a burden  to its
cit izen s. Am erican s across
th e coun try are bein g
forced to t igh ten  th eir
budgets to cope with  th e
risin g costs of livin g an d it
is t im e th at Con gress fol-

lows th eir exam ple.
Dem ocrats are attem ptin g
to squan der h ard-earn ed
Am erican  m on ey on  m ore
un n ecessary govern m en t
program s. Before House
Dem ocrats take th is budget
un der furth er con sidera-
t ion , I in vite th em  to walk
down  th e streets in
Corn in g, Wellsville, or
Roch ester, an d ask an y of
m y con stituen ts on e ques-
t ion : Wh o do you trust
m ore to spen d your $3,658
– th e govern m en t or your-
self? Regardless of polit ical
affiliat ion , we all kn ow th e
an swer to th is question .
Am erican  taxpayers do n ot
wan t th e govern m en t to
take m ore of th eir h ard-
earn ed dollars an d furth er
drive our coun try in to
debt.

Th is Dem ocrat ic budget
is m isguided an d fiscally
irrespon sible. I don ’t  kn ow
wh at you were p lan n in g on
doin g with  your $3,658 but
I would im agin e th e last
th in g you wan t to do is
give it  to your govern m en t.
In  th is t im e of econ om ic
turm oil, m y con stituen ts
do n ot wan t, n eed, or
deserve h igh er taxes.

■ U.S. Rep. John R. Kuhl Jr., R-
Hammondsport , represents
the 29th congressional
dist rict .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We need SROs in
our schools

TO THE EDITOR | Th ere
is an  absolutely prim al rela-
t ion sh ip in  our lives h ere
on  earth . For better or
worse each  m oth er is in  a
posit ion  to set an  exam ple
for h er ch ild. Th e way sh e
treats h er offsprin g estab-
lish es a pattern  th at th e
in fan t will carry forward to
un dergird an  en tire life-
t im e. However brief, th is
first n urturin g t im e m ay
create a baselin e for all th at
com es later. Th ere is m ore
th an  just a ph ysical resem -
blan ce between  gen era-
t ion s.

How we respon d to th e
n ew experien ces of our
daily lives h as been  to
som e degree sh aped by th e
m atrix of our youth . As we
m ove on  to th e larger
world with  all its con fu-
sion , we st ill n eed exam ples
set before us to h elp us
ch oose our way in  life.
Most of us wh o h ave
advan ced beyon d form al

sch oolin g in to th e m ore
dem an din g realit ies of
adult  life can  st ill rem em -
ber a favorite teach er or
two. For m e th e teach er
wh o seem ed to care about
h er studen ts, was teach in g
by exam ple a m ost im por-
tan t lesson . It  is a m atter of
trust. Th e director of
h um an  resources in  th e
largest corporat ion  would
do well to grasp th e sign ifi-
can ce of th at lesson .

I th in k th at wh en  th e pot
is boilin g over it  is better to
turn  down  th e h eat th an  to
clam p down  th e lid . We
can  do lit t le about th e
extrem e violen ce of our
t im es “out th ere” but we
can  h ave som e effect upon
th e clim ate of our own
com m un it ies. An d th e use
of force is n ot th e best
an swer.

As I read about th e state
trooper fillin g th e posit ion
of sch ool resource officer at
Cam pbell-Savon a Jun ior-
Sen ior High  Sch ool, I
cou ldn ’t  h elp but see th e
differen ce between  th e

value of h is work th ere an d
wh at h e would be able to
accom plish  elsewh ere. Not
to say we don ’t  n eed law
an d order. On ly to say we
do n eed to posit ion  our
assets wh ere th ey will do
th e m ost good.

With  a lit t le h elp from
our frien ds, th ere is som e
possibility we’ll be h eard. If
we respon d to n ewspaper
report in g, get in  touch  with
Sen . George Win n er an d
Assem blym an  Jim  Bacalles,
we m igh t retain  our SROs.

We Am erican s are caugh t
up in  a polit ical turm oil
seekin g to fin d ways to
ch an ge th in gs for th e bet-
ter. To retain  an d support
th e SRO in  th e sm all com -
m un ity is to be act ively
in volved in  m akin g ch an ge
for th e better. It  is som e-
th in g we can  do for our-
selves n o m atter h ow th e
polit ics m ay turn  out. It
does take a com m un ity to
teach  a ch ild.

Bill W heeler
Canisteo

The $3 trillion  war

Five years in to th e Iraq
War, m an y Am erican s
seem  to h ave stopped

payin g atten t ion . Am erican
casualt ies are down , at least
com pared to a year ago, an d
th e m edia h as for m on th s
been  caugh t up in  th e presi-
den tial cam paign .

Voters n ow say th e econ o-
m y, n ot th e war, is th eir fore-
m ost con cern , an d it ’s un der-
stan dable. Prices are skyrock-
et in g wh ile th e dollar p lum -
m ets. Th ousan ds of jobs h ave
been  lost sin ce th e first of
th e year. Ban kruptcies an d
foreclosures are up an d th e
stock m arket is down .

But th e Iraq war h as a
place in  d iscussion s of th e
econ om y as well. First,
th ere’s th e curren t d irect
costs, n ow est im ated at $12.5
billion  a m on th . War costs
h ave been  added to th e fed-
eral deficit  from  th e begin -
n in g, an d th at borrowin g
m ust h ave an  im pact on  an
econ om y wh ere a sh ortage of
credit  is a growin g problem .

Th ere are also in direct
costs. Five years ago, oil
fu tures were tradin g at $25 a
barrel. Today, th ey are trad-
in g at over $100. Several fac-
tors con tributed to th at
in crease, but Nobel Prize-
win n in g econ om ist Joseph
Stiglitz est im ates th at th e
Iraq war added from  $5 to
$10 to th e price of oil.

In  a n ew book, St iglitz an d
Lin da Bilm es, an  expert at
Harvard’s Ken n edy Sch ool of
Govern m en t, attem pt to p in
down  th e lon g-term  cost of
th e Iraq. Th eir best guess: $3
trillion .

A trillion  is a d ifficu lt
n um ber for m ost people to
absorb, so let ’s spell it  out:
$1,000,000,000,000. Call it  a

th ousan d billion , or a m il-
lion  t im es a m illion .

Auth or David M. Sch wartz
explain s it  in  several ways. A
m illion  secon ds, h e says, add
up to 11.5 days. A billion
secon ds equals 32 years. But
it  takes 32,000 years for a
trillion  secon ds to click off
th e clock.

Or you can  th in k of a stack
of dollar bills, 100 of wh ich
stan d a h alf-in ch  tall. Make
th em  $100 bills an d start
stackin g. By th e t im e you’ve
stacked $1 trillion , your p ile
will be 789 m iles h igh . A tril-
lion  barrels of oil, Sch wartz
says, would fuel th e world at
curren t con sum ption  rates
for about 33 years.

A lot of th e m on ey for th e
Iraq War h asn ’t  been  spen t
yet, but it  h as been  com m it-
ted. Military equipm en t
dam aged in  Iraq will h ave to
be replaced, an d m uch  will
en d up left  beh in d. Th e cost
of carin g for in jured sold iers
will con tin ue for decades.
Th en  th ere’s th e in terest on
all th at borrowed m on ey.

Th e h um an  tragedies
caused by th is war an d th e
dam age to Am erica’s im age
abroad can  n ever be calcu lat-
ed in  dollars, but th at doesn ’t
m ean  th e dollars aren ’t
im portan t. As th e n ation
m arks th e fifth  an n iversary
of th e in vasion  th is week, we
can  expect to h ear again  th e
wild ly in accurate predict ion s
of th e Bush  Adm in istrat ion
officials wh o brough t us th is
war.

Am on g th em  m ay be for-
m er Secretary of Defen se
Don ald Rum sfeld ’s 2003 est i-
m ate of wh at th e Iraq War
would cost: “som eth in g
un der $50 billion ,” h e said.

Rolfe returns
with common
street smarts

T h ere’s a th eory th at if
Eliot Spitzer h adn ’t
h ad such  an  upscale,

privileged backgroun d, h e
would probably st ill be in
office today.

I’m  in clin ed to believe it .
But first, wh ere h as Th e
In sider been  for th e past
th ree m on th s?

Un fortun ately, th e an swer
is dealin g with  can cer.

I spen t a very forgettable
Ch ristm as in  Corn in g

Hospital for
in test in al
surgery an d
left  a sect ion
of said in tes-
t in e beh in d
as som e-
body’s sou-
ven ir. But
th ere was
oth er
in volvem en t

so I’m  n ow spen din g con sid-
erable ch un ks of t im e at th e
Guth rie Can cer Cen ter on
Colum bia Street.

Th e staff th ere is first rate
an d com e with  Th e In sider’s
h igh est recom m en dation . But
said staff is absolutely correct
wh en  th ey say th ey n eed
m ore space.

An yway, th at explain s m y
absen ce an d h opefu lly, will
also cover an y treatm en t-
related occasion al days off in
th e fu ture, as I’m  doin g
ch em oth erapy. 

Oth erwise, I h ope we can
resum e our regular Mon day
an d Friday visits righ t h ere
on  th e righ t h an d side of
Page A-4.

• • •

As for our im m ediate past
govern or, th ere was a guy on
CNN th e oth er day wh o pro-
posed an  in terest in g th eory:
Spitzer lost h is job because of
a basic lack of street sm arts,
th e in dividuals said.

A n ative New York City res-
iden t, brough t up on  th e
streets, can  buy h im self a
m ach in e gun  on  a corn er in
Queen s if h e h as th e cash
an d th e con tacts an d n o on e
will ever be th e wiser, h e
said.

Th ere we h ave th e h eart of
Spitzer’s down fall.

Man y a polit ician  h as sur-
vived an  in fidelity scan dal
but Spitzer ven tured in to th e
crim in ality realm  by apparen t
disregard for laws un der
wh ich  h e, as attorn ey gen er-
al, h ad prosecuted m an y
defen dan ts. Th at m y frien ds,
is sh eer stupid ity.

Yet h e left  a series of ban k
tran sfers an d even  ch ecks
th at led th e feds direct ly to
h is Ivy League doorstep. A
privileged upbrin gin g an d
stellar Harvard legal train in g
h ad apparen tly prepared h im
for tryin g to get aroun d th e
law in  th e real world. So,
with  federal prosecutors on
h is h eels, h e h ad n o ch oice
but to qu it .

Fortun ately, David
Paterson , wh o succeeds h im
as govern or today, h as a vast-
ly d ifferen t backgroun d an d a
reputat ion  for bein g able to
com prom ise. Th at’s som e-
th in g Spitzer, despite h is in i-
t ial good ideas, seem ed in ca-
pable of doin g.

An d so New York state pre-
pares for a n ew era – on e th at
h opefu lly is led by som eon e
wh o n ot on ly possesses polit-
ical savvy, but th e street
sm arts to avoid situat ion s
th at very well sh ould h ave
lan ded h im  in  prison .

Bob Rolfe is a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002) .
He can be reached by writ ing
The Leader, P.O.Box
1017,Corning,N.Y.,14830. He is
also a periodic co-host  of t he
“Coleman & Co.” public affairs
TV program, which airs at
10a.m. and 10p.m. Sundays on
W ETM-2.
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