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Responsible budget or spin?

Last week Con gress
passed th e 2009
Federal Budget. Th is

budget is th e ch an ge th at
Am erican s h ave dem an ded
ever sin ce George Bush
declared h is war on  work-
in g fam ilies. 

Beltway in siders will
attack th is proposal, but
don ’t be fooled by th eir
outrigh t lies, h alf truth s,
an d Wash in gton  double
talk. Wh en  you look at th e
facts, it ’s obvious th at th is
budget would n ot on ly save
lower- an d m iddle-in com e
fam ilies th ousan ds of dol-
lars each  year, it  would
restore fun din g to crit ical
program s wh ich  h ave seen
con tin ual cutbacks un der
Bush  such  as education ,
h ealth  care, in frastructure,
an d border security an d
return  your tax dollars to
you – n ot failed Wall Street
CEOs. 

Let’s h on estly address
wh ere we are as a n ation
today. Durin g th e last eigh t
years of George W. Bush ’s
failed presiden cy, we h ave
gon e from  record surpluses
to record deficits. As a result
of h is borrow-an d-spen d
practices an d th e support of
a rubber stam p Con gress,
every m an , wom an , an d
ch ild n ow h as $30,000 of
debt h an gin g over th eir
h eads. Th is out of con trol
borrowin g is directly
respon sible for th e fin an cial

crisis we face today. 
Wh at do Ran dy Kuh l an d

George Bush  wan t to do
about it? Preten d it ’s n ot a
problem  an d h ope you
don ’t n otice it  eith er. It  is
t im e for us to reject th is
failed th in kin g an d start
talkin g about solution s.

Hard decision s h ave to be
m ade as we con tin ue to spi-
ral in to a recession , an d th e
n ew m ajority in  Con gress
h as developed a soun d
budget to stop George
Bush . Rath er th an  con tin u-
in g record h an douts to
m ult i-m illion aires an d th eir
Wall Street frien ds, th is
budget will give lower- an d
m iddle-in com e Am erican s
th e tax relief th ey deserve.
My oppon en t wan ts to por-
tray th is as a tax h ike, an d
h e’s righ t – if you’re m akin g
$1 m illion  per year.
However, th e rest of us will
save th ousan ds of dollars.

I th in k it ’s t im e to tell
th e Wall Street m illion aires
th at th ey n eed to pay th eir
fair sh are rath er th an  p lac-
in g th e burden  solely on
th e rest of us. George Bush
h as already bailed th em
out, n ow it ’s up to n ew
leadersh ip to save our econ -
om y.

We can  fu lly fun d our
education  system  an d on ce
again  m ake Am erica th e
lan d of opportun ity. To do
so we m ust stop cutt in g
fun ds for our sch ools an d

in stead m ake a m ean in gfu l
in vestm en t in  our future.

We can  provide addit ion -
al fun din g for ch ildren ’s
h ealth  in suran ce an d reject
th e presiden t’s cuts to
Medicare an d Medicaid,
an d we can  do th is with out
borrowin g an y m ore foreign
capital. If we can  afford to
save Bear Stern s, we can
afford to take care of our
fam ilies. 

We can  start a New Deal
tran sportation  project to
repair an d upgrade our
agin g h igh ways, bridges,
an d create th ousan ds of liv-
in g wage jobs in  th e
process. It ’s t im e to in vest
in  Am erica, n ot Iraq or
Com m un ist Ch in a as
George Bush  an d Ran dy
Kuh l h ave don e.

We can  balan ce th e budg-
et an d we can  fun d our crit-
ical program s with out rais-
in g taxes on  m iddle class
Am erica. We can  m ove our
coun try forward an d m ake
it a better p lace for th e n ext
gen eration . But, we m ust be
willin g to stan d up for our
values, n ot th e values of
Wash in gton  in siders wh ose
on ly h ope is a cam paign  of
sm ear an d fear. 

■ Corning resident  Eric Massa
is a Democrat  running for
New York’s 29th
Congressional seat .NATIONAL VIEW | NEWSDAY
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N early 700 good
jobs will d isappear
wh en  Western

Un ion  closes its St. Louis
call cen ter an d oth er opera-
t ion s th is sum m er. Officials
of th e un ion  th at repre-
sen ts Western  Un ion  work-
ers say th e com pan y p lan s
to m ove m an y of th ose
jobs to Costa Rica, th e
Ph ilipp in es, Mexico an d
th e Dom in ican  Republic.

It ’s an  all-too-fam iliar
son g: Jobs th at average $19
per h our p lus ben efits will
d isappear from  St. Louis,
on ly to pop up across bor-
ders an d overseas payin g a
fract ion  of Am erican  wages.

“It ’s about globalizat ion ,”
says Earlin e Jon es, presi-
den t of Com m un ication s
Workers of Am erica Local
6377. “Th ey (Western
Un ion ) said th ey ran  th e
n um bers, an d it ’s ch eaper
for th em  to do busin ess
elsewh ere. Th ey’re out-
sourcin g Am erica, an d wh at
will be left? Th ere will be
n oth in g left  for our kids.”

Th at cry com es from  th e
h eart, a broken  on e at th at,
an d it ’s ech oin g in  th e race
for th e Dem ocrat ic presi-
den tial n om in ation . Sen .
Hillary Clin ton , D-N.Y.,
wife of th e presiden t wh o
n egotiated th e North
Am erican  Free Trade
Agreem en t, is busy distan c-
in g h erself from  it . Sh e an d
h er oppon en t, Sen . Barack
Obam a, D-Ill., are p ledgin g
to stem  th e loss of jobs to
overseas com petit ion .

Th at p ledge will be d iffi-

cu lt  to keep. U.S. trade h as
risen  700 percen t in  th e
past quarter cen tury.
Foreign  trade – exports an d
im ports com bin ed – n ow
accoun ts for 28 percen t of
th e Am erican  econ om y. If
th e Un ited States som eh ow
were to wall off im ports,
oth er n ation s would retali-
ate again st our exports, an d
we would lose m ore th an
we would gain .

Exports are boom in g at
th e m om en t. As th e dollar
drops, Am erican  goods are
ch eaper abroad, so our
overseas sales are up 17
percen t th is year. Th at cre-
ates jobs at h om e, on e of
th e brigh t spots in  a d ism al
econ om y.

An  Am erican  worker’s
view of global free trade
depen ds a lot on  wh ere
th at Am erican  works an d
wh at kin ds of skills h e or
sh e h as. If h e works at a
Western  Un ion  call cen ter,
h e h ates it . If h e works at
Boein g, bu ild in g figh ter jets
for Korea an d Sin gapore,
h e’s gratefu l for foreign
trade. Th e average wage in
th e aircraft  m an ufacturin g
in dustry is $30.50 per h our.

A Western  Un ion  opera-
tor with  a h igh  sch ool
dip lom a can ’t  sudden ly
becom e a m ach in ist at
Boein g or get a specialized
job at a tech n ology com pa-
n y with  a lot of export
busin ess. Th e biggest win -
n ers ten d to be th e h igh ly
skilled workers, alon g with
executives an d sh areh olders
of large corporat ion s with

export busin esses or opera-
t ion s abroad. Half of th e
m an ufacturin g of U.S.-
own ed com pan ies n ow
occurs overseas, accordin g
to th e Econ om ic Policy
In st itu te in  Wash in gton .

Th e in st itu te argues th at
low-wage foreign  com peti-
t ion  h elps depress
Am erican  paych ecks, an d
th at’s righ t. Adjusted for
in flat ion , h ourly wages for
n on -supervisory workers
rose on ly 4 percen t from
1973 to 2005. Globalized
trade is on e of th e reason s
for th e growin g in com e gap
divid in g th e wealth y from
th e poor an d m iddle class.

Th e flip  side is th at for-
eign  trade also h olds down
th e price of goods in  th is
coun try. Th at $15 pair of
jean s at th e discoun t store
was m ade by low-wage
workers overseas. But th at
effect m ay be lessen in g as
th e weaken ed dollar
prom pts foreign  com pan ies
to raise th eir prices.

Foreign  com petit ion
forces U.S. com pan ies to
becom e m ore efficien t an d
im prove quality. Th at ben e-
fits con sum ers, but it ’s h ard
on  workers. Th e typ ical
Am erican  factory today can
produce th e sam e am oun t
of goods it  d id in  1990, but
with  a lit t le m ore th an  h alf
th e n um ber of workers.
In creased efficien cy actual-
ly h as con tributed m ore to
th e loss of h igh  payin g fac-
tory jobs in  Am erica th an
foreign  trade h as.

War’s toll on  Iraqis forgotten
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I t ’s n ot exactly like
an swerin g th e ph on e at
3 a.m . to h an dle a

n ation al security crisis, but
Sen . Barack Obam a’s h an -
dlin g of two in cen diary polit i-
cal con troversies in  th e last
week h as sh own  h e is calm
an d con fiden t un der pressure.

On  Friday, Obam a sat down
with  th e Tribune an d Sun-
Tim es an d said, in  effect, “ask
m e an yth in g you wan t about
m y dealin gs with  Ton y
Rezko,” th e polit ically con -
n ected developer wh o is n ow
on  trial on  corruption
ch arges. No sh ortcuts. No
un an swered question s. He
an swered, patien tly an d in
detail. We can ’t recall a sim i-
lar discussion  with  an y polit i-
cal figure.

Obam a took a risk. He’s
n ow on  th e record in  m in ute
detail about every aspect of
h is relation sh ip with  Rezko.
Every possible in con sisten cy,
every sh adin g, can  n ow be
picked apart. But by ch oosin g
to be utterly tran sparen t, h e
establish ed a level of trust.

At th at sam e m eetin g, an d
again  in  an  aston ish in g
speech  on  Tuesday, Obam a
con fron ted an  issue th at car-
ries even  greater risk for h im :
th e in cen diary rem arks of h is
lon gtim e pastor an d spiritual
m en tor, th e Rev. Jerem iah
Wrigh t. By n ow you’ve h eard
som e of th e th in gs Wrigh t
h as said.

Obam a could h ave don e
th e custom ary polit ical th in g,
den oun ce th e utterin gs of
Wrigh t an d m ove on . Obam a
did say with out equivocation
th at h e “veh em en tly con -
dem n s” Wrigh t’s diatribes. He
discon n ected Wrigh t from  h is
cam paign , just as Hillary
Clin ton  discon n ected form er
Rep. Geraldin e Ferraro from
h ers after Ferraro said Obam a
wouldn ’t be run n in g for pres-
iden t if h e were wh ite.

Dam age con trol. If you’re
n ot good at it , you don ’t sur-
vive as a polit ician .

But Obam a got beyon d
dam age con trol an d created

th e m ost rem arkable m om en t
in  th is presiden tial cam paign .
He delivered on e of th e m ost
profoun d speech es in  m em o-
ry on  a subject th at creates
peril in  Am erican  polit ics an d
society: h ow we deal with
race.

If you saw it, if you read it ,
you won ’t forget it . He talked
about th e an ger m an y black
Am erican s h ave over cen -
turies of discrim in ation , “th e
reality in  wh ich  Rev. Wrigh t
an d oth er African -Am erican s
of h is gen eration  grew up.”
He talked about th e an ger
h arbored by m an y wh ites:
“So wh en  th ey are told to bus
th eir ch ildren  to a sch ool
across town ; wh en  th ey h ear
an  African -Am erican  is get-
t in g an  advan tage in  a good
college because of an  in justice
th at th ey th em selves n ever
com m itted; wh en  th ey’re told
th at th eir fears about crim e in
urban  n eigh borh oods are
som eh ow prejudiced, resen t-
m en t builds over t im e.”

An d h e said, as h e h as
before: everyon e, your an ger
is un derstan dable, n ow rise
above it. He gam bled again .
It ’s h ard to im agin e an y oth er
n ation al can didate wh o could
– or would – deliver th at
speech .

It h as been  an  un usual few
days in  th e presiden tial cam -
paign . You m igh t h ave
expected a lu ll. Th ere were n o
votes to be coun ted. It
seem ed a perfect t im e, after a
poun din g run  of prim aries
an d caucuses, for each  can di-
date to catch  a breath . But if
an yth in g th e pace an d pulse
h as quicken ed, putt in g even
m ore pressure on  th ese can di-
dates.

Th ese even ts m ay n ot ben e-
fit  Obam a’s cam paign . He
surely h asn ’t h eard th e last
about Ton y Rezko an d
Jerem iah  Wrigh t. Th e speech
on  race h ad plen ty of crit ics.
But th ese even ts rem in d us
th at Obam a is an  un com m on
polit ician , an  un com m on
leader.
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Excerpts from  blogs this week
that appeared on www.the-
leader.com  focus on C-PP teach-
ers seeking a new contract, high
gas prices and bail revoked for an
accused sex offender recently
charged with assaulting his
estranged wife outside of the
Coopers Plains BOCES.

Teachers contract

O wrot e on Sunday:
“I’m  sorry, but it  is t im e for

teach ers to start payin g m ore
in to th eir in suran ce like
everyon e else. 75%, wow.”

Billskid blogged on
Sunday:

“Rem em ber th e teach er’s
won ’t  be gett in g a 7% bon us
in  February each  year. Th ose
Corn in g In c. bon uses are as
m uch  a tax on  th e rest of th e
com m un ity as an  in crease in
teach er salaries. Th ose bon us-
es bid up th e price of every-
th in g sold in  th e com m un ity.
Econ om ics 101.”

Please w rot e on Sunday:
“We pay on e of th e h igh est

sch ool taxes in  th e coun try.
Most all oth er em ployees pay
th eir own  in suran ce an d
don ’t  n orm ally get a 4% raise
each  year. We n eed to do
som eth in g about th is.”

Love t hose t eachers!!
blogged on Sunday:

“As a teach er in  a n eigh bor-
in g District, Good luck to th e
Teach er’s un ion  in  th eir
upcom in g n egotiat ion s. I
believe from  everyth in g I
h ave read an d h eard th at
Mike G. is an  in telligen t m an .
Labor Strife is n ever a good
th in g in  an y sch ool d istrict
an d takes focus away from
education al issues.”

Gas Prices

We have been here
before w rot e on Sunday:

“Th e problem  we are n ow
in  is n o on es fau lt  but our
own . Lookin g back at th e
1970’s an d 1980’s n o on e can
say we did n ot see th is day
com in g. But we Am erican s
did n ot take n otice an d kept
build in g an d buyin g large
veh icles...”

I LOVE M Y SUV blogged
Sunday:

“I rath er drive a safe larger
veh icle th an  a sm all car just
to save m on ey on  gas-h ey a
fun eral cost a lot m ore th an
on e gallon  of gas...” 

Dazed and Confused
wrot e on Wednesday:

“Th e reason s stated in  com -
m en ts for our en ergy prob-
lem s are m ostly accurate
opin ion s, we can ’t  argue th at.
But I h ave n ot h eard an y of
our elected represen tat ives
express an y con cern  or solu-
t ion s to th is problem . It  is
alm ost like th ey aren ’t  even
aware of th e problem . Like
m ost average Joes, m y per-
son al budget is n early busted
with  all en ergy cost in creases.
Wh at do we do Hillary?”

M at h Boy blogged on
Wednesday:

“Dazed an d Con fused, it ’s
easy wh at to do... just go out
an d grab on e of th ose well
payin g (200,000) jobs Hillary
prom ised for New York. Th at
sh ould be real easy!”

Bail Revoked

Yeah w rot e on Tuesday:
“Som eon e fin ally realized

th is guy n eeds to stay off our
streets. Now lets keep h im
off!!!”

As a vict im  blogged on
Tuesday:

“I am  a vict im  of ch ild
abuse of over 50 years ago. I
say th at th e judge wh o gave
th is trash  bail is at fau lt . 60
ch arges of ch ild abuse, rape
in  oth er words, wh y on  earth
let th is predator loose. Th at
m an  sh ould h ave been  in  jail
n ot out on  bail. Sh am e on
th at judge...”

No Name Here w rot e on
Wednesday:

“My h eart goes out t Ms.
Lin dsey th e traum a th at sh e
h as gon e th rough . i h ope sh e
recovers fast an d well. Hats off
to th e teach ers an d SRO at
Boces for reactin g as th ey did.
With out th em , Ms. Lin dsey
m ay h ave en ded up dead an d
th e situation  m ay h ave been  a
wh ole lot worse th an  it was ...” 

Five years in to th e Iraq
war, m uch  of Am erica’s
focus h as been  on  th e

n early 4,000 U.S. sold iers
wh o h ave died, th e $600 bil-
lion  in  tax m on ey spen t, an d
th e projected tab of $3 tril-
lion .

Th ose figures are a stagger-
in g rem in der of h ow m uch
th e war h as cost us in  blood
an d treasure.

But often  lost in  our debate
an d fadin g n ews coverage is
th e toll th e U.S. in vasion  h as
taken  on  th e Iraqi people.

Gran ted, life un der Saddam
Hussein  was bleak, but th e
Iraqi people d idn ’t  ask for
th is war. It  was th rust upon
th em . Th en  th ey were left  to
dodge th e bu llets or flee.

Th an ks to th e Bush  adm in -
istrat ion ’s failure to p lan  for
th e afterm ath  of “sh ock an d
awe,” m uch  of Iraq h as been
destroyed, an d th e lives of
th ose Iraqis st ill breath in g
turn ed upside down .

Iraq’s Min istry of Health
est im ates th at 180,000 Iraqis
h ave been  killed in  th e figh t-
in g, wh ile on e con troversial
study by research ers at Joh n s
Hopkin s Un iversity p laced
th e n um ber of death s at m ore
th an  600,000.

Eith er figure is a travesty.
An  est im ated two m illion

Iraqis h ave been  displaced
in side th e coun try an d
an oth er two m illion  h ave
fled, m ain ly to Jordan  an d
Syria. In  all, about 14 percen t
of Iraq is h ave left  th eir
h om es sin ce th e war began .

Most of th e uprooted are
ch ildren . Man y wen t to live
in  ten t cit ies th at lacked
power an d water. But as th e
garbage an d sewage p iled up,
m an y refugees h ave escaped
th e fet id cam ps.

Even  as th e daily violen ce
h as dropped, th e Un ited
Nation s warn ed refugees last
m on th  n ot to return  to Iraq
because of con tin ued safety
con cern s.

As a result , m ore an d m ore
Iraqis are lookin g for a viable
option . Th e n um ber of Iraq is
seekin g asylum  doubled to
45,200 last year, com pared
with  2006.

In  fact, m ore Iraqis are
seekin g asylum  th an  appli-
can ts from  an y oth er coun try,
in cludin g Ch in a. Th at’s say-
in g som eth in g, given  Iraq’s
populat ion , at about 27 m il-
lion , is just a few m illion
m ore th an  th e State of Texas.

As trade grows, jobs leave U.S.
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