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GUEST COMMENTARY | JOHN R. KUHL JR.

United we stand, divided we fall

I n  Th om as Jefferson ’s
first in augural address
on  March  4, 1801, h e

said, “Th e m in ority possess
th eir equal righ ts, wh ich
equal law m ust protect, an d
to violate would be oppres-
sion .” Th is sen tim en t was
ech oed by Speaker Nan cy
Pelosi’s “A New Direct ion
for Am erica.” Also prom -
ised in  h er doctrin e is,
“Every person  in  Am erica
h as a righ t to h ave h is or
h er voice h eard. No
Mem ber of Con gress
sh ould be silen ced on  th e
floor ... guaran teein g th at
th e voices of all th e people
are h eard.”

Th ese im portan t ph iloso-
ph ies are th e foun din g
prin cip les of Am erica. Th e
prin cip les th at wh en  we
work togeth er we accom -
plish  m ore, th e “Un ited we
stan d, d ivided we fall”
m en tality. Un fortun ately,
as recen t even ts h ave
sh own , Speaker Pelosi’s
words are h ollow an d h er
prom ise to Am erica h as
been  broken  leavin g a trail
of th e trust an d faith  of
Am erican s in  h er rear view
m irror.

Wh en  I was elected to
Con gress, I n ever im agin ed
th e am oun t of polit ical
pan derin g an d stun ts th at
would be used to gain
polit ical poin ts. Th is week,
Con gress was sch eduled to
take up th e supplem en tal
appropriat ion s bill to fun d

our brave m en  an d wom en
servin g th eir coun try, as
well as crit ical h ousin g leg-
islat ion . In stead of allowin g
an  open  an d tran sparen t
discussion  on  fun din g for
our troops an d reason able
solut ion s to th e h ousin g
crun ch , th e Speaker h as
ch osen  to bypass con gres-
sion al com m ittees an d h as
essen tially h ijacked th e leg-
islat ive process so n o dis-
sen t can  be h eard on  th ese
bills. Our coun try h as ch id-
ed oth er govern m en ts
aroun d th e world for sup-
pressin g th e voices of th eir
people an d Speaker Pelosi is
com in g dan gerously close
to th e pract ices of th ese
oppressive regim es. Th is
un preceden ted power grab
on  th e part of th e m ajority
goes again st Speaker
Pelosi’s prom ises for equali-
ty an d tran sparen cy an d
n oth in g sh ort of a rapid
reverse course can  begin  to
repair th e dam age.

Th e m ost tragic aspect of
th is suppression  of d iscus-
sion  by th e m ajority is th at
we h ave seen  th e success
th at can  occur wh en  we
work togeth er to fix our
n ation ’s problem s. In
February, both  Republican s
an d Dem ocrats in  th e
House an d Sen ate worked
togeth er to in it iate th e
Econ om ic Stim ulus Act of
2008, wh ich  resulted in
addressin g th e growin g
con cern  about th e direct ion

of our econ om y an d pro-
vided relief to cash -
strapped Am erican s. Th e
2008 Farm  Bill
Reauth orizat ion  is an oth er
key exam ple of wh at can
h appen  wh en  both
Republican s an d Dem ocrats
join  forces to fin d a solu-
t ion  for our n ation ’s farm -
in g com m un it ies. Th ese
two p ieces of legislat ion
m ade sign ifican t strides in
com batin g two issues th at
face th is coun try.

Th e m in ority in  Con gress
isn ’t  askin g for an yth in g
out of th e ordin ary. We
sh ould h ave th e opportun i-
ty to an alyze th e bill an d
offer suggestion s th at
would im prove th e legisla-
t ion . We wan t Speaker
Pelosi to keep th e prom ises
th at sh e m ade in  “A New
Direct ion  for Am erica” an d
m ain tain  h er posit ion  th at
“n o Mem ber of Con gress
sh ould be silen ced on  th e
floor.” Th e Am erican  pubic
h as un m istakably con veyed
to th is govern m en t th at th e
part isan  bickerin g isn ’t
wh at th ey wan t to see. We
n eed solu t ion s, n ot m ore
polit ical gam es at th e cost
of our sold iers, m iddle
class, an d ch ildren .

■ John R. “Randy” Kuhl  Jr.,
R-Hammondsport  is a
member of t he House of
Representa- t ives
represent ing the 29th
Dist rict .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kuhl is divisive,
out of touch

TO THE EDITOR |  In  a
recen t editorial, Ran dy Kuh l
clearly dem on strated all
th at is wron g with  th e cur-
ren t polit ics of profession al
Wash in gton , D.C. Un like
th e vast m ajority of
Am erican s, h e con tin ues to
defin e our polit ical reality
in  term s of “m y party
again st th eir party.” By
doin g so, h e also dem on -
strated th at h e h as m issed a
fun dam en tal ch an ge in  th e
m an date of th e voters. Th e
debate is n o lon ger
Republican  versus
Dem ocrat, but rath er th e
past versus th e future. We
as a people m ust decide if
we are goin g to con tin ue
with  m ore of th e sam e,
regardless of wh o is doin g
it, or wh eth er we wan t to
ch an ge th e course for our
n ation . 

Ran dy Kuh l, wh o h as
spen t decades playin g th e
sam e gam e of profession al
polit ics, h as clearly h ad a
h ard t im e adaptin g to th e
n ew n eeds of a n ation  in
recession . Do we expect
n oth in g m ore from  our
leaders th an  to sim ply pass
blam e for our risin g gas
prices after alm ost an  en tire
decade of sin gle party ru le?
Do th ey assum e th at we

h ave forgotten  th at gasolin e
was $1.42 per gallon  th e
day Bush  took office? Do
th ey really expect us to dis-
regard th eir votes to h an d
corporate welfare ch ecks to
th e Big Oil corporation s as
th ey con tin ue m akin g
record profits? Now, Ran dy
Kuh l would like you an d I
to believe th at it ’s all Nan cy
Pelosi’s fault, wh ile h e just
sat on  th e sidelin es, despite
h is own  votin g record. Such
beh avior exh ibits an  utter
con tem pt for th e in telli-
gen ce of voters, an d a
sh am eless disregard for th e
people th ose votes affect
each  an d every day. 

Th is is un acceptable, an d
fam ilies in  Western  New
York are sick of th e spin
an d blam e sh ift in g. We
wan t good jobs with  ben e-
fits, an d we don ’t wan t to
spen d our savin gs on  th e
fuel to get to work.

Un der th e reign  of
George Bush  an d Ran dy
Kuh l, th e un em ploym en t
rate righ t h ere in  Steuben
Coun ty h as clim bed h igh er
an d h igh er an d n ow sits at
6.9 percen t. In  October of
2004, wh en  Kuh l was first
run n in g for Con gress on
th e prom ise of m ore jobs,
th e un em ploym en t rate was
5.1 percen t. So wh at h ap-
pen ed? With  utter disre-
gard, George Bush  an d

Ran dy Kuh l sign ed free
trade agreem en t after free
trade agreem en t an d gave
tax breaks to th e wealth iest
1 percen t am on gst us, even
wh en  th ey weren ’t askin g
for it . Th ey raised taxes on
m iddle class Am erican s,
exported our jobs to foreign
coun tries like Ch in a an d
Peru, an d used th eir power
to en sure th at our n ation
rem ain ed addicted to oil
from  th e Middle East -all
wh ile allowin g our n ation al
debt to spin  wild ly out of
con trol. Clearly it  is t im e
for a n ew direction .

2008 fin ds Am erica at a
h istoric crossroads. Th is
Novem ber, we will decide
wh eth er we wan t to con tin -
ue down  th e road of job
loss, h igh er taxes, an d
recession , or wh eth er we’re
ready to walk a n ew path
toward job creation , real
econ om ic stim ulus, an d a
fair tax structure th at h elps
th e m iddle class save
m on ey. I urge everyon e to
exam in e th e facts for th em -
selves an d n ot get caugh t
up in  th e h ype. Th e ch oice
is yours, an d th e stakes
couldn ’t be h igh er.

Eric Massa, Democrat ic
candidate for 29th

Congressional Dist rict
Corning

Bolivia heading wrong way

Th e polit ical crisis in
Bolivia worsen ed last
weeken d wh en  voters

in  th e coun try’s wealth iest
region  defied Presiden t Evo
Morales an d th e violen ce led
by pro-Morales th ugs to vote
overwh elm in gly for auton o-
m y from  th e cen tral govern -
m en t. Th is is a clear setback
for Morales, wh o h as waged
a n on stop cam paign  of vilifi-
cat ion  again st oppon en ts
wh o don ’t  go alon g with  h is
p lan s for a radical tran sfor-
m ation  of th e coun try. With
Bolivia rapid ly d issolvin g
in to warrin g cam ps, Morales
is run n in g out of t im e to
forge a com prom ise th at will
avoid a violen t outcom e.

At least th ree oth er
provin ces will soon  follow
th e lead of San ta Cruz an d
h old auton om y votes. All are
in  th e eastern  part of Bolivia,
th e econ om ic h eart lan d of
th is lan dlocked coun try
wh ere pro-auton om y sen ti-
m en t run s h igh . For th at,
Morales h as on ly h im self to
blam e. Elected in  2005 after
a career as a firebran d leader
of coca-growin g peasan ts, h e
proudly proclaim ed h im self
th e first in digen ous presiden t
of th e coun try. In stead of
usin g h is electoral success to
h eal Bolivia’s lon g-stan din g
geograph ic an d eth n ic fis-
sures, Morales m ade a series
of m istakes th at deepen ed its
polarizat ion .

Th e cen terp iece of h is
polit ical sch em e is a con stitu-
t ion  adopted after a series of
violen t con fron tat ion s with
th e opposit ion  th at was
voted on  un der question able
circum stan ces. Its features

in clude a form  of “com m un i-
ty just ice” in  p lace of a con -
ven tion al judicial system  an d
th e distribut ion  of polit ical
power to in digen ous com m u-
n it ies as a way to sidelin e –
an d silen ce – polit ical adver-
saries in  p laces like San ta
Cruz.

Un derstan dably, th e
provin cial leaders are wary of
th is p lan  an d don ’t  subscribe
to Morales’ oth er polit ical
recipes. Despite th e ran tin gs
of a few auton om y advo-
cates, Bolivian s in  th e eastern
region  don ’t  wan t th eir own
coun try, but rath er th e righ t
to h ave a greater say over
local affairs an d h ow local
taxes are spen t. Th eir d iffer-
en ces with  Mr. Morales can
be n egotiated, but n ot if h e
ch ooses to con tin ue dem o-
n izin g th e oppon en ts as a
“wh ite oligarch y” ben t on
subjugatin g th e coun try’s
in digen ous m ajority.

Morales seem s to h ave
m ade a bet th at h e could
cow th e opposit ion  in to sub-
m ission . In stead, h e h as
squan dered a h istoric oppor-
tun ity to h eal th e breach  in
Bolivian  society. Auton om y
votes in  th e provin ces m ay
be “sym bolic” rath er th an
legally bin din g, but th ey are
polit ically m ean in gfu l
because th ey represen t a defi-
an t reject ion  of h is policies.

Th e ch allen ge for Morales
is to fin d a way to ch an ge
course. He m ust bridge th e
differen ces with  th e opposi-
t ion  before violen ce gets out
of h an d. Bolivia is h eadin g
over th e precip ice, an d th e
clock is rapid ly win din g
down .

Gas prices hurt
AND we have
to pump it
ourselves!

Th e letter was
un sign ed, but it  obvi-
ously cam e from  th e

h eart of its auth or.
“We n o

lon ger h ave
a gas stat ion
in  th e
Corn in g area
th at pum ps
gas for th eir
custom ers,”
th e person
wrote. “We
are on  our
own . I can ’t

h elp but won der h ow our
tourists will like it .

“As for m e, I will go to Big
Flats for gas because th ey st ill
h ave custom er service. Wh ile
th ere, I will do m y grocery
sh oppin g an d ch eck out th e
oth er sh ops or stores th at are
in  th e area.

“After alI, I don ’t  wan t to
waste gas.”

Now th ere’s a person  wh o’s
an n oyed at th e in creasin g
m ech an izat ion  of our society
– an d h eart ily sick of th e ris-
in g price of gas.

Th e In sider, obviously, can
do n oth in g to h elp th e letter
writer on  eith er coun t.

Gas stat ion  own ers try to
run  th eir busin esses as eco-
n om ically as possible, an d
elim in atin g pum p jockeys is
an  obvious m ove.

As for th e price of gasolin e,
n oth in g seem s to slow th e
upward spiral th at ’s h it t in g
us all in  th e pocket. I doubt if
even  th e Saudis can  con trol
th at situat ion .

Oh , our polit ician s are
spoutin g th eir own  “solu-
t ion s” but to ch aracterize
th em  as “Ban d-Aids” would
n ot even  approach  th e 
situat ion .

Joh n  McCain  an d Hillary
Clin ton  wan t a th ree-m on th
sum m er m oratorium  on  th e
federal gas tax.

Hillary would pay for it  by
taxin g th e oil com pan ies –
wh o’d on ly jum p th eir prices
to absorb th e extra tariff.
McCain ’s p lan  m igh t leave a
lot of con struct ion  workers
with out jobs th is sum m er,
sin ce federal gas tax m on ey
pays for h igh way con struc-
t ion  aid.

Besides, as was repeatedly
poin ted out by supporters of
Barack Obam a, wh o didn ’t
join  th e sum m er ch arge,
Hillary was tryin g to buy
votes for 18 cen ts each  – th e
average savin gs th e “h oliday”
would provide on  a daily
basis.

If th e federal govern m en t
perm an en tly froze gas prices,
th en  we m igh t be able to
relax. But th at will n ever
h appen  as lon g as th e oil
com pan ies are am on g th ose
wh o h old th e real rein s in
our n ation ’s capitol.

So I guess m y un kn own
correspon den t will h ave to
con tin ue to go to Big Flats
an d watch  som eon e else
in sert th e n ozzle in to th e
petrol tan k.

• • •
Con gratu lat ion s to th e City

Coun cil for rat ifyin g th e
n om in ation  of form er alder-
m an  Warren  Blackwell to th e
Civil Service Com m ission .

Th ere are few people wh o
kn ow city govern m en t as
well as h e an d th at experi-
en ce can ’t  h elp but h elp th e
com m ission .

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002),
can be reached at  theinsider1@
aol.com or write c/ o The Leader,
P.O. Box 1017, Corning, N.Y.,
14830. He is also periodic co-
host  of the “Coleman & Co.”
public affairs TV program, which
airs at  10 a.m. and 10 p.m.
Sundays on WETM.2.

■ Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed. 

■ Letters must be kept to a
maximum of 250 words. Letters
longer than that will not be
considered.  

■ Letters must be signed and
include an address and phone
number. No letters will be
published unless verified with

the author in person or by

telephone. 

■ Letters may be edited for

space considerations.

■ The publication of any letter

is at the discretion of the editor. 

■ All letters become the

property of The Leader and

cannot be returned to sender.
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Groan 
Steuben ’s n ew h ealth  care

facility fails state in spection . 
It ’s th e lit t le

th in gs: Th at’s
wh at coun ty
officials foun d
out recen tly
wh en  th ey

learn ed th e state would n ot
sign  off on  th e n ew h ealth
care facility un less som e
m in or correct ion s were m ade.
It  seem s th e air in take ven ts
on  th e roof are too close to
sewer ven ts, th e size of
bureaus an d wardrobes in  th e
residen ts’ room s aren ’t  qu ite
righ t, an d th ose sm all gaps
between  som e h all railin gs
an d doors are st ill too big. 

Th at’s a sh am e for th e 105
residen ts wh o th ough t th ey
would be m ovin g in  weeks
ago – an d yet fin d th em selves
st ill in  th e older facility just
yards away. Th e n ew care
cen ter boasts bigger room s
an d overall n icer am en it ies
th an  th e outdated on e – an d
we’re sure m an y started pack-
in g after an  open  h ouse was
h eld in  early April. 

It  is n ot yet kn own  h ow
m uch  th e ch an ges will cost
or wh o will pay for it  all. 

Grin
Help for dairy farm ers.
Gov. David Paterson

an n oun ced last
week an  am en d-
m en t to th e fed-
eral Farm  Bill
in cludes som e
aid for New York

dairy farm ers. Federal fun ds
will be com in g our way so
farm ers can  ben efit  from  a
m ilk price support program
despite risin g feed costs. 

As t im es get tough er, an y
good n ews – an d an y am oun t
of m on ey – is welcom e, espe-
cially by th e state’s 6,200
dairy farm s, wh ich  gen erate
$2.4 billion  each  year. 

Groan 
We fail our servicem en ,

again .
We’ve all h eard of th e

deplorable con dit ion s at
som e of our VA
h ospitals. Now,
it  h as com e to
ligh t our bar-
racks are in  just
as poor sh ape. A

disgusted fath er’s YouTube
video of substan dard con di-
t ion s led to a m on th  of
in spection s an d a laun dry list
of work th at n eeds to be
don e. Th at in cludes n ew
h eatin g an d coolin g equip-
m en t, repain t in g an d m old
rem oval. Th in gs are so bad
th e govern m en t h ad to use
$248 m illion  in  em ergen cy
fun ds to address th e n eeds at
eigh t facilit ies, such  as West
Poin t an d Fort Bragg, wh ere
th e video was sh ot. 

Defen se Secretary Robert
Gates says h e’s appalled by
th e video an d th e reports.
Well, so are we. An d we wan t
to kn ow wh o’se to blam e an d
wh y our troops are bein g
treated so poorly – especially
durin g wart im e. 
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Letters for the
May 20 school
budget votes and
school board
elections must be
received by 5 p.m.
May 14. Letters
will not be
accepted after
that deadline. 
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