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COMMENTARY | MARY C. CURTIS

Scandal plays out, then we move on

Th is is an  im portan t
elect ion  year, we
are to ld , as

Am erican s set  a cou rse for
th e coun t ry an d  ch oose a
n ew leader. An d  we – th e
m ed ia an d  th eir aud ien ce
– are talkin g abou t  Paris
Hilton ’s cam paign  spot
an d  Joh n  Edwards’ ext ra-
m arital affair.

In  th is case, th ough , th e
d ist ract ion  m ay be m ore
sh ort -lived  th an  usual.
Sign s are h opefu l.

It ’s n ot  th at  th ese stories
will go  away. Face it , sex
is easier to  com preh en d
th an  arm ored  veh icles
roarin g toward  Osset ia.
Th e Olym p ics are n o
m atch  for bu llet in s abou t
a d ifferen t  sort  o f gam e.

Joh n  Edwards’ fall from
grace is a cable-ready story
of h ubris. Even  Hilton ’s
ton gue-in -ch eek foray in to
poolside po lit ickin g seem s
old  sch ool n ext  to  a fam i-
ly m an ’s affair, a sick wife,
a baby an d , yes, an oth er
b lon de.

Bu t  after pausin g to
observe yet  an oth er po lit i-
cal an d  person al t rain
wreck, th e public will
retu rn  to  puzzlin g over
wh eth er d rillin g for o il o ff
Am erica’s coast lin e will
cause p rices at  th e pum p
to d rop .

Th e sh orten ed  lifespan
of th is tab lo id  tale doesn ’t
add  up  to  an  excuse for
Edwards, wh o pu t  h im self

squarely on  th e fron t  o f
th e National Enquirer wh en
h e lied  repeated ly abou t  a
2006 affair. Th is is 2008,
wh en  a detail like th at
abou t  a public person  –
on e with  p residen t ial
am bit ion s – won ’t  stay
secret  fo r lon g. By go in g
ah ead  with  a cam paign ,
Edwards jeopard ized  h is
party an d  deceived  h is
supporters an d  staff. A
sm art  guy sh ou ld  h ave
kn own  it  wou ld  en d  
th is way.

Th an kfu lly, th e fam iliar
scrip t  is alm ost  p layed ou t .

We’ve h ad  a statem en t
from  h im , stat in g th e
obvious: “I started  to
believe th at  I was special
an d  becam e in creasin gly
egocen t ric ...”

On e from  h is wife,
Elizabeth  Edwards, sh ow-
in g th e st ren gth  th at  h as
led  som e to  won der if th e
wron g Edwards ran  for
o ffice: “I am  p roud  o f th e
cou rage Joh n  sh owed by
h is h on esty in  th e face o f
sh am e.”

An d  we’ve been  spared
th e public p ress con fer-
en ce with  th e coup le
stan d in g side by side.

The Enquirer will n o
doubt  con t in ue to  wrin g
th e livin g dayligh ts ou t  o f
th e story. On  Satu rday th e
p lo t  th icken ed : Th e
wom an  Edwards h ad  an
affair with  said  sh e wou ld -
n ’t  pu rsue patern ity test -
in g to  determ in e wh o

fath ered  h er ch ild .
Th ere m ay st ill be a few

experts specu lat in g on
wh at  it  all m ean s – to  th e
p residen t ial race, to  th e
part ies in vo lved , to  th e
everlast in g d ifferen ces
between  m en  an d  wom en .

Th en , it  will en d .
Wars st ill rage in  Iraq

an d  Afgh an istan , an d  n ow
in  th e form er Soviet
Un ion . Th e h ousin g m ar-
ket  will get  worse before it
gets bet ter. Au tum n  will
brin g p residen t ial debates
th at  m ove beyon d  Paris
an d  th e person al.

For n ow, Edwards’ sign a-
tu re issue o f poverty an d
econ om ic in equality am id
p rosperity won ’t  be wh at
h e’s kn own  for, an d  
th at ’s sad .

Bu t  if you ’re feelin g
gu ilty fo r takin g in terest
in  th e rise an d  fall o f a
go lden  career, rem em ber it
h as always been  so, sin ce
tablo id  rum ors o f Th om as
Jefferson ’s relat ion sh ip
with  h is slave Sally
Hem in gs in t ruded  upon
an oth er p residen t ial 
con test .

No doubt  voters h un g
on  every word . No doubt
th ey m oved  on .

■ M ary C. Curt is is a
columnist  for  t he Charlot t e
Observer: Readers may send
her e-mail at  mcurt is@charl
ot t eobserver.com.
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Warming is price
of failed policy

TO THE EDITOR | Th e
Un ited  States House of
Represen tat ives ad jou rn ed
recen t ly for th e August
d ist rict  work period . On e
of th eir top  d iscussion s
before ad jou rn in g was
h ow to so lve th e en ergy
crisis. Th is crisis exists
because of decades of
failed  fossil fuel-based
en ergy policy. Aside from
h igh er en ergy costs, th is
policy h as wreacked h avoc
on  ou r en viron m en t . 

Global warm in g is
ch an gin g ou r p lan et , n ot
just  in  th e arct ic bu t  righ t
h ere in  ou r own  backyard .
Global warm in g th reaten s
our way of life an d is in ex-
t ricably lin ked to  ou r en er-
gy sources. We h ave a
ch oice, eith er con t in ue th e
failed  fossil fuel-based
en ergy policy th at  h as
caused h igh  en ergy p rices
an d global warm in g, or
in vest  in  ren ewable en ergy
an d en ergy efficien cy th at
will p rovide Am erican -
m ade, ch eaper en ergy an d
allow con sum ers to  go fu r-
th er on  a tan k of gas.

We n eed leadersh ip  in

Con gress th at  will h elp  us
create an  Am erican -m ade,
clean  en ergy econ om y. It
is ou r respon sib ility to  tell
Kuh l th at  we wan t  a car-
bon -free fu tu re. Call or
visit  h is office wh ile h e is
h om e th is m on th . Tell
h im  th at  we can’ t  d rill ou r
way to  lower en ergy costs.
His office n um ber in  Bath
is (607) 776-9142.

John Deans
Elmira

Kuhl should take
cue from Obama

TO THE EDITOR | The
Leader’s recen t  ed itorial,
Nat ion al View, Dallas
Morning News, “Obam a
strikes righ t  n otes,” was in
th e correct  key an d en ded
righ t  on  p itch , with
“Pruden ce, h owever, sug-
gests th is Obam a-m an ia
ru le of th um b: Lust , bu t
verify.”

Th ose of us wh o h ave
n ever been  en am ored of
rock stars ign ore th e com -
parison  an d see Barak
Obam a as a gen u in e
h um an  bein g with  worth y
asp irat ion s an d goals.

If on ly Ran dy Kuh l

cou ld  let  go of Presiden t
George W. Bush’s coat
tails an d  take a cue from
Sen ator Obam a.

Th e ch oice of th e
Sou th ern  Tier, h e p ret ty
m uch  ign ored  Mon roe
Coun ty, also part  o f h is
con st ituen cy, in  th e last
elect ion .

In  th e rare appearan ce,
h e was very person able,
bu t  h ad  a pen ch an t  for
talkin g on e way an d vot -
in g an oth er.

Seein g Eric Massa’s
h eadquarters in  Corn in g
durin g a recen t  visit  was
very reassurin g. Th e deco-
rat ive fron t  wen t  well with
th e can op ies of exh ib itors
in  th e fan tast ic arts an d
crafts sh ow.

Eric Massa m ay n ot  be
con fused with  a rock star,
bu t  h e p rovides a welcom e
con trast  to  ou r p resen t
represen tat ive in  Con gress.

Byrna Weir
Rochester

Edwards’ risky business
oh n  Edwards ran  h is
failed 2008 presiden tial
cam paign  on  a th em e
of “two Am ericas,” rich

an d poor. Well, as on e polit i-
cal con sultan t said Friday
after Edwards adm itted to an
adulterous affair, “We n ow
kn ow th at th ere are two Joh n
Edwardses.”

In deed. Edwards wen t to
great len gth s durin g th e cam -
paign  to portray h im self as a
fam ily m an . Wh en  wife
Elizabeth ’s can cer return ed
last fall, th e couple gave an
em otion al in terview to “60
Min utes,” in  wh ich  th e
Wh ite House h opefu l said
th at presiden tial can didates’
person al lives “in dicate
som eth in g about wh at kin d
of h um an  bein g th ey are.”
He in vited th e coun try to
“look at wh at kin d of h um an
bein gs each  of us are, an d
wh at kin d of presiden t we’d
m ake.”

We n ow kn ow th at
Edwards is th e kin d of
h um an  bein g wh o would
ch eat on  h is spouse, lie
repeatedly in  public about it
an d, th en , after h e told h is
term in ally ill wife th e affair
h ad en ded, sn eak in to a
Beverly Hills h otel in  th e
m iddle of th e n igh t to m eet
Rielle Hun ter, th e oth er
wom an .

With  Hun ter at th e h otel
was h er ch ild, wh om  a for-
m er Edwards cam paign
staffer – m arried with  ch il-
dren  – says is h is. Th e baby’s
birth  cert ificate doesn ’t  list  a
fath er, an d Edwards den ies
th at th e ch ild is h is. He says,
in  fact, th at h e’s willin g to
take a test to prove it .
Un fortun ately, h is credibility
is dreadfu lly lackin g at 
presen t.

Th e Edwards affair also
raises question s for th e m ain -
stream  m edia, wh ich  didn ’t
appear part icu larly zealous to
report a story th at first sur-
faced in  th e National Enquirer
in  October 2007. On ly
recen tly h ad m id-m arket
n ewspapers, especially in
Edwards’ h om e state of
North  Carolin a, p icked up
th e pace, focusin g on  th e
poten tial fallout for th e com -
in g Dem ocratic Nation al
Con ven tion .

Th e m ost strikin g th in g
about th is sleazy dram a is
wh at it  says about Edwards’
h ubris. Th is arrogan t polit i-
cian  ran  for presiden t an d
asked for scrut in y an d judg-
m en t of h is private life, put-
t in g h is fam ily an d party at
risk. Did h e really th in k h e
was goin g to get away with
th is?

McCain,
Obama:
Two sides
of one coin?

D espite Joh n
McCain ’s reputa-
t ion  for straigh t

talk, we’re n ot h earin g
m uch  from  h im  on  tax poli-
cy. Th en  again , Barack
Obam a h as n ot been  m uch
better. Both  sen ators are pro-
posin g tax p lan s th at would
dig th e federal budget h ole
trillion s of dollars deeper.

An  an alysis of th e can di-
dates’ p lan s by th e Tax
Policy Cen ter, a join t project
of th e Urban  In st itu te an d
th e Brookin gs In st itu t ion ,
con cluded th at McCain ’s tax
ideas would cran k up th e
n ation al debt by $5 trillion
over th e n ext decade.
Obam a’s p lan s would
in crease th e debt by $3.4
trillion . Th e cam paign s com -
plain  th e cen ter doesn ’t  fac-
tor in  th eir p lan s for budget-
cutt in g, but we’re skeptical
McCain  an d Obam a could
cut en ough  to m ake up th e
yawn in g gaps in  th eir
accoun tin g.

Besides th at, n eith er can -
didate is proposin g substan -
t ive solu t ion s for reform in g
Medicare an d Social Security,
th e cost of wh ich  is about to
balloon  an d put severe stress
on  govern m en t fin an ces.
McCain  an d Obam a kn ow as
well as an ybody th at th e
govern m en t can n ot keep th e
prom ises it  h as m ade to vot-
ers an d th at th e bill is com -
in g due.

Even  so, th e sam e m older-
in g rh etoric sp ills from  th em
– McCain  pain ts Obam a as a
tax-an d-spen d liberal.
Obam a tars McCain  with
th e Bush  brush . Lit t le of
substan ce is proposed.

Th e TPC an alysis foun d
th at McCain  would reduce
taxes an  average of about
3% of in com e for m iddle-
in com e earn ers, or about
$1,400 an n ually, by 2012
but would give th e top 1%
of earn ers a m uch  larger
break, cutt in g th eir taxes by
$127,000. He would exten d
th e Bush  tax cuts an d reduce
corporate taxes, both  ques-
t ion able ideas. Oth er ele-
m en ts of h is p lan  m ake
m ore sen se, in cludin g m ak-
in g perm an en t th e research
an d developm en t tax credit .

Obam a would reduce
taxes for low- an d m oderate-
in com e fam ilies but would
raise th em  sign ifican tly on
th e rich . OK. But h is th in k-
in g clouds wh en  it  com es to
tax breaks, in cludin g ques-
t ion able proposals for n ew
breaks for ret irees an d
h om eown ers. An d h is p lan
to boost taxes on  capital
gain s an d dividen ds discour-
ages in vestin g an d h urts
th ose wh o rely on  such
in com e stream s.

Th e n ation  faces a fiscal
crisis in  th e com in g years.
Social Security an d Medicare
are un sustain able with out
ch an ges. Tax h ikes or cuts in
ben efits or – better – a com -
bin ation  of th ose cures is
n eeded. Th e n ation  m ust
n ot try to borrow its way
out of th is problem  by run -
n in g up crush in g deficits
th at crowd out private
in vestm en t an d weigh  down
th e econ om y.

Sen s. McCain  an d Obam a:
Run  th ese p lan s th rough  th e
spreadsh eet again . An d th en
level with  th e voters.
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On e sign  th at we’re
in to th e polit ical
season  is to ch eck

th e Letters to th e Editor sec-
t ion  at th e bottom  of th is
page.

Th e frequen cy of letters
from  readers backin g a part ic-
u lar can didate, party or idea
is in creasin g, wh ich  again
dem on strates h ow well con -
n ected our com m un ity is to
local an d n ation al polit ics.

Fuelin g th e fire are h igh ly
ch arged con gression al an d
presiden tial elect ion s in
Novem ber an d a Sept. 9
Republican  prim ary between
th ree can didates run n in g for
Steuben  Coun ty sh eriff.

Wh ile we en courage read-
ers to express th eir opin ion s,
we th in k it ’s appropriate cer-
tain  groun d ru les be revisited
to h elp elim in ate con fusion .

Letters m ust be lim ited to
250 words or less. Th ose th at
exceed th at lim it  will be
rejected.

Also, letters pertain in g to
th e Sept. 9 prim ary m ust be
received by Sept. 1. Letters
can  be m ailed, e-m ailed or

faxed an d Sept. 7 is th e last
day letters addressin g th e pri-
m ary will run .

For th e gen eral elect ion ,
letters m ust be received by
Oct. 26 an d n o letter will run
beyon d Nov. 2.

As for letter-writ in g cam -
paign s, we kn ow th ey are an
effect ive an d in expen sive
way to h elp sway un decided
voters th at are m ost often
m ore appropriate to run  as
advert isem en ts th an  opin ion
prices.  But th ere is room  for
com prom ise.

Letters will be accepted if
th ey are origin al an d address
issues germ an e to th e cam -
paign . Boiler p late, or form
letters, th at look like th ey
cam e out of a copy m ach in e
an d say th e sam e th in gs
won ’t be prin ted.

Fin ally, letters th at are
libelous – m ean in g th ey m ali-
ciously attack som eon e with -
out foun dation  – also won ’t
m ake it  in to th e paper.
Rem em ber, crit icism  can  be
delivered in  a respectfu l m an -
n er an d, m ore often  th an
n ot, h as m ore im pact wh en
expressed in  a civil ton e.

THE ISSUE | Campaign letters.
OUR OPINION | Stay within the rules and letters supporting or

denouncing candidates, parties or issues will be printed.

NATIONAL VIEW | 
MILWAUKEE
JOURNAL SENTINEL

Letters for the Sept. 9
primary must be received

by Sept. 1 to be considered
for publication.
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