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Campaign
shows

strengths,
weaknesses

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

U .S. Rep. Ran dy Kuh l
m ade it  clear last
week th at an y

debate with  h is oppon en t,
Dem ocrat Eric Massa, prior to
th e Nov. 4 elect ion  will be in
a con trolled en viron m en t.

Kuh l declin ed to face Massa
in  fron t of a
live audien ce
sch eduled
n ext m on th
at Elm ira
College, with
h is cam p cit-
in g a con -
cern  with
public access
to th e even t.
Kuh l’s team

wan ted a total of 300 tickets
equally d istributed between
supporters of th e in cum ben t
an d ch allen ger, wh ich  would
h ave left  about 150 seats for
th e gen eral public un filled.

Th at way, Kuh l’s h an dlers
said, th e audien ce would be
even ly split , an d in  con trast
to debates wh en  th e can di-
dates m et two years ago wh en
Massa bused in  supporters to
m ake th e audien ce m ore 
part isan .

Th e upcom in g debate was
called off wh en  officials at
WETM-TV, on e of th e spon -
sors alon g with  th is n ewspa-
per, refused to keep a seg-
m en t of th e curious con -
st ituen cy out. 

It  was at least th e secon d
tim e Kuh l declin ed to m eet
Massa in  fron t of th e m asses,
th e first com in g wh en  h e pre-
viously said n o to a public
debate sch eduled by th e
Steuben  Coun ty League of
Wom en  Voters. 

As a resu lt , th e two can di-
dates will m eet six t im es to
discuss issues before th e elec-
t ion , but n on e in  fron t of
live, im prom ptu audien ces.
Four of th ose will be h eld in
radio an d TV studios.

No argum en t h ere th at
Kuh l, or Massa for th at m at-
ter, h as th e righ t to refuse
an y debate form at th ey don ’t
like. For th e record, Massa
wan ted debates h eld in  every
coun ty in  th e 29th  Con gres-
sion al District an d h as
becom e open ly frustrated, as
dem on strated with  h is con -
fron tat ion  with  Kuh l in
Corn in g City Hall, with  th e
in cum ben t’s reluctan ce to
appear face to face.

Th ere’s n o question  Kuh l’s
sch edule is, an d h as been ,
lim ited by h is obligat ion s in
Wash in gton .

But, it  appears Kuh l wan ts
h is re-elect ion  cam paign  con -
ducted in  a vaccum , lim it in g
public access. It  seem s open
exposure before an yth in g but
a con trolled audien ce is off
lim its, as if it  is a weakn ess to
be protected.

Obviously, Kuh l an d h is
cam paign  h an dlers feel th ey
h ave m ore to gain  – or per-
h aps less to lose – by n ot
goin g toe-to-toe with  Massa
in  fron t of a live audien ce.
An d, if th at is in deed th e
case, I see th eir poin t.

As we saw wh en  th ese two
m en  debated several t im es
two years ago, Kuh l h as a ten -
den cy to lose h is poise wh en
h e h ears even  th e sligh test
h eckle from  th e crowd. Kuh l
is n ot as sure-footed as you
m igh t th in k given  h is lon g
polit ical career.

But th at ’s OK. Everyon e h as
th eir stren gth s an d weakn ess-
es an d th ere’s n oth in g like a
polit ical cam paign  to brin g
th em  out.

Th ere m ay be a tren d h ere,
h owever.

Kuh l h as always prided
h im self with  bein g accessible
to th e con stituen cy, but in
th e last two years th at h as
dim in ish ed. 

After war protesters were
arrested in  h is Bath  office last
year, security th ere was t igh t-
en ed at th e suggestion  of
Wash in gton . A locked door
th at open ed on ly on  appoin t-
m en t replaced th e old

SEECITY BEAT | 5A

OPINION
TheLEADER

Dennis Bruen |  Publisher
Joe Dunning |  Managing Editor
34 WEST PULTENEY STREET | CORNING | NEW YORK

THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Dennis Bruen | Publisher

Joe Dunning | Managing Editor

Stella DuPree | Assistant Managing Editor

ARTIST’S VIEWBailout should cut
cords of golden

parachutes

COMMENTARY | LEONARD PITTS JR.

Fable of Bush and the wolf

M em o to th e n ext
presiden t:

Th ere’s an  old fable I’m
sure you kn ow. It ’s usually
credited to Aesop an d th e
version  I foun d on lin e at
storyarts.org goes like th is:

“Th ere on ce was a sh ep-
h erd boy wh o was bored as
h e sat on  th e h illside
watch in g th e village sh eep.
To am use h im self h e took a
great breath  an d san g out,
’Wolf! Wolf! Th e Wolf is
ch asin g th e sh eep!’”

“Th e villagers cam e run -
n in g up th e h ill to h elp th e
boy drive th e wolf away.
But wh en  th ey arrived at
th e top of th e h ill, th ey
foun d n o wolf. Th e boy
laugh ed at th e sigh t of
th eir an gry faces.”

“‘Don ’t  cry ‘wolf’, sh ep-
h erd boy,’ said th e villagers,
‘wh en  th ere’s n o wolf!’
Th ey wen t grum blin g back
down  th e h ill.”

“Later, th e boy san g out
again , ‘Wolf! Wolf! Th e
wolf is ch asin g th e sh eep!’
To h is n augh ty deligh t, h e
watch ed th e villagers run
up th e h ill to h elp h im
drive th e wolf away.”

“Wh en  th e villagers saw
n o wolf th ey stern ly said,
‘Save your frigh ten ed son g
for wh en  th ere is really
som eth in g wron g! Don ’t
cry ‘wolf’ wh en  th ere is NO
wolf!’”

“But th e boy just grin n ed
an d watch ed th em  go
grum blin g down  th e h ill
on ce m ore.”

“You kn ow wh at h ap-
pen ed n ext. A real wolf
slun k out of th e woods 
an d th e boy cried 
fran t ically for h elp, but 
th e villagers ign ored h im .
At sun set, th ey realized h e
h adn ’t  com e h om e an d
won dered wh y.”

Wh ile m illion s of sch ool-
ch ildren  h ave absorbed th e
m oral of th at story, th e
m an  you seek to replace
was apparen tly n ot on e of
th em . Wh ich  h as led over
th e last week to a stan doff
th at on ce would h ave been
difficu lt  to con ceive: th e
presiden t soun din g th e
alarm , declarin g th e em er-
gen cy, warn in g of apoca-
lypt ic fiscal con sequen ces if
im m ediate act ion  (defin ed
as a $700 billion  Wall Street
bailout) is n ot taken , an d
lawm akers of both  part ies
ign orin g h im , m akin g clear
th at th ey would act on
th eir t im etable, n ot h is.

As Rep. Joe Barton  put it ,
“Just because God created
th e world in  seven  days
doesn ’t  m ean  we h ave to
pass th is bill in  seven
days.” Barton , let th e
record sh ow, is a Repub-
lican . From  Texas.

After alm ost eigh t years,
th en , it  h as com e to th is:
n ot even  h is own  believe
h im . An d h e h as on ly h im -
self to blam e. As th e crisis
we face is caused by th e
profligate way Wall Street
h as h an dled m on ey, so
Presiden t Bush ’s in ability to
rally th e n ation  is caused
by th e profligate way h e
h as h an dled credibility.
Now, like th e sh eph erd boy,
h e sees th e wolf for real
an d tries to soun d th e
alarm . Un fortun ately, like
th at boy, h is believability is
spen t, h is in tegrity over-
drawn , h is credibility 
ban krupt.

No on e can  be surprised.
Not after th e way Team
Bush  fudged facts an d
faked urgen cy, in voked
m ush room  clouds an d con -
flated a con n ection  to 
Sept. 11 th at d id n ot exist,
in  order to stam pede th e

n ation  in to in vadin g Iraq.
Not after th e way it  cen -
sored scien ce an d polit i-
cized tru th  on  every subject
from  abort ion  to global
warm in g to education  to
h ealth . Not after th e way it
buffaloed its way th rough
wh en ever reality th reat-
en ed to in trude, sh ouldered
it  aside with  a win -at-all-
costs brazen n ess th at
seem ed to ask – apologies
to Grouch o Marx – “Wh o
are you gon n a to believe,
us, or your lyin g eyes?” Not
after it  elevated blam e
sh ift in g an d respon sibility
avoidan ce to th e level of
art. An d n ot after th e way
it  was abetted an d support-
ed in  all th is by a corps of
sycoph an tic true believers
for wh om  n o lie was ever
too big, n o in tellectual d is-
con n ect ever too wide, a
cu lt  of person ality th at
could see n o flaw in , n or
coun ten an ce an y crit icism
of, th e great an d powerfu l
Bush .

Now even  th ey h ave fled,
as eviden ced by th e presi-
den t’s subterran ean  poll
n um bers an d n ear in visibil-
ity at h is own  party’s con -
ven tion . Mean wh ile, th e
rest of us are left  to p ick up
th e p ieces an d pay th e bill.
An d to h ope th at, at th e
very least, th e m oral of th e
story th at so profoun dly
escaped your predecessor is
n ot lost on  you:

Guard your credibility.
You n ever kn ow wh en  you
m igh t n eed it .

■ Leonard Pit t s Jr., w inner of
the 2004 Pulit zer Prize for
commentary, is a columnist
for t he Miami Herald, 1
Herald Plaza, M iami, Fla.
33132.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Think carefully
before you vote

TO THE EDITOR | As a
result  of preceden ts set by th e
Bush  adm in istrat ion , th e
win n er of th e 2008 elect ion
will in h erit  an  executive
bran ch  en orm ously stren gth -
en ed at th e expen se of th e
legislat ive an d judicial
bran ch es. 

Th is slide toward m on arch y
sh ould n ot be allowed to
con tin ue. To reverse it  we
m ust elect a presiden t wh o
will see th ese n ew powers for
wh at th ey are – n ot as oppor-
tun it ies to en h an ce h is own
reputat ion , but as a th reat to
th e system  of ch ecks an d bal-
an ces so carefu lly crafted by
th e auth ors of our
Con stitu t ion . 

Wh y n ot use th e n ewly
en h an ced powers of th e pres-
iden t to stron g-arm  m em bers
of Con gress an d th e judiciary
as n eeded to assure passage of
th e presiden tial p latform ?
Wh y in stead take th e m ore
difficu lt  course of return in g
th ese powers to th eir righ tfu l
own ers an d th en  workin g in
cooperat ion  with  th em ? 

Because th is is the on ly way
to save our republic. As you lis-
ten  to each  of the candidates,
carefully consider wh ich  one
will be best able to accom plish
th is difficult task and vote
accordingly. 

Charlot te Cook
Elmira

Why is McCain  cam paign  afraid?
oh n  McCain  is st ill
keepin g run n in g m ate
Sarah  Palin  far away

from  reporters an d th eir
pesky question s. In  New
York th is week, Palin  h ob-
n obbed with  foreign  leaders
an d form er Secretary of
State Hen ry Kissin ger, all in
a n ews-free cocoon  th at
allowed on ly th e briefest
glim pses for ph otograph ers
an d im posed a virtual black-
out on  question s from
reporters.

You h ave to won der, wh y
is th e McCain  cam paign  so
afraid?

Maybe Palin  isn ’t  a wh iz
on  in tern ation al affairs yet.
But sh e certain ly couldn ’t
be an y m ore gaffe-pron e
th an  h er Dem ocrat ic coun -
terpart, Joe Biden .

He’s livin g up to h is repu-
tat ion  as a h um an  gaffe
m ach in e.

Biden , com m en tin g th is
week on  th e Wall Street cri-
sis, said we sh ould learn
from  FDR. “Wh en  th e stock
m arket crash ed, Fran klin  D.
Roosevelt  got on  th e televi-
sion  an d didn ’t  just talk

about th e, you kn ow, th e
prin ces of greed.”

Oops! FDR wasn ’t  presi-
den t wh en  th e stock m arket
crash ed in  1929. An d
n obody h ad TVs back th en .

Biden  recen tly suggested
th at Hillary Clin ton  m igh t
h ave been  a better ch oice
th an  h im  for vice presiden t.
(Now h e tells Obam a!)

At a Dem ocratic rally, h e
ebullien t ly urged a wh eel-
ch air-boun d state official to
“stan d up.”

He said on e of th e Obam a
cam paign ’s an ti-McCain  ads
was “terrible.”

He told a stirrin g story of
h ow a h elicopter h e was rid-
in g in  was “forced down ” on
“th e superh igh way of terror”
between  Afgh an istan  an d
Pakistan . Turn s out it h ad to
lan d because of bad weath er.
“We were goin g to sen d
Biden  out to figh t th e
Taliban  with  sn owballs,”
joked fellow passen ger Joh n
Kerry “ ... Oth er th an  gettin g
a litt le cold, it was fin e.”

Oops! Oops! Oops! Oops!
Th e m istakes an d m is-

statem en ts can  be tellin g.

We kn ow Joe Biden  is given
to exaggerat ion . (He’s also
proof of th e classic Mich ael
Kin sley lin e, “A gaffe is
wh en  a polit ician  tells th e
tru th .”)

An d Palin ? Well, we
learn ed th is week th at sh e
kn ows th e n am e of Afgh an
Presiden t Ham id Karzai’s
ch ild (Mirwais), an d wh at it
m ean s (ligh t of th e h ouse).
But as An drew Sullivan  of
th e Atlan t ic n oted, in  th e
last few days Iran ian
Presiden t Mah m oud
Ah m adin ejad h as given
m ore press con feren ces th an
sh e h as.

Voters don ’t  dem an d or
expect perfect ion  on  th e
cam paign  trail. Th e McCain
cam paign  really n eeds to let
h er be h eard in  m ore
forum s wh ere sh e isn ’t
h eavily scrip ted. On e vice-
presiden tial debate an d a
couple of TV in terviews
won ’t cut it .

Sh e’ll probably h ave a
gaffe or two. But even  th en
sh e’ll h ave a lon g way to go
before sh e catch es up to Joe
Biden .
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or neatly printed. 

■ Letters must be kept to a

maximum of 250 words. Letters
longer than that will not be
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THE ISSUE | Bailout of the financial industry 
will likely top $1 trillion.

OUR OPINION | It would be unconscionable to allow Wall
Street to profit from its greed while many taxpayers suffer.

Joe Dunning

CITY BEATTh e n um bers are so
rid icu lously in flated,
n o on e can  get th eir

m in ds aroun d th e govern -
m en t bailout of th e fin an cial
in dustry wh ich  will likely top
$1 trillion  wh en  all is said
an d don e.

But wh at th e taxpayers
wh o will be foot in g th is bill
can  grasp are th e obscen e
severan ce packages stu ffin g
th e pockets of d isgraced
CEO’s wh o are bein g reward-
ed for drivin g th eir in st itu-
t ion s – an d th e Am erican
econ om y – in to th e groun d.

Th is corporate greed can -
n ot be san ction ed with  pub-
lic m on ies an d an y deal
between  Con gress an d th e
Bush  adm in istrat ion  m ust
in clude protect ion s for
Am erican  taxpayers th at pro-
h ibits, am on g oth er th in gs,
th e golden  parach utes so
often  associated with  th e dys-
fun ct ion al fin an cial in dustry.

Greed h as been  th e drivin g
force beh in d th e m ost devas-
tat in g econ om ic collapse
sin ce th e Great Depression  –
greed by subprim e len ders,
greed by bogus in flated auc-
t ion -rate securit ies, greed by
th e “I’ve got m in e” m on ey
traders wh o sh uffle everyon e
else’s m on ey but th eirs from
risky in vestm en t to risky
in vestm en t.

Exit  packages worth  bil-
lion s of dollars are easin g th e
tran sit ion  of scores of CEOs
wh o are facin g n o th reat of
losin g th eir h om es:

Rich ard Fuld, wh o oversaw
ban krupt Leh m an  Broth ers
self-destruction , reaped n early
a h alf-billion  – $490 m illion  –
from  sellin g h is stocks before
th ey becam e worth less;

Jim m y Cayn e, form er
ch airm an  of Bears Stern s
wh ich  was rescued wh en  th e
feds th rew a $29 billion  life-
lin e, received $60 m illion
wh en  h e was replaced;

Stan ley Neal, wh o steered
Merrill Lyn ch  as th e ven era-
ble fin an cial in st itu t ion  col-
lapsed before bein g taken
over by Ban k of Am erica, was
given  a package of $160 m il-
lion  wh en  h e left  h is post 
last year;

An gelo Mozilo, foun der
an d top executive at
Coun trywide Fin an cial Corp.
wh ich  h as been  at th e fore-
fron t of th e subprim e fiasco,

cash ed in  $122 m illion  in
stock option s in  2007;

Robert Willum stad, CEO at
in suran ce beh em oth  AIG
wh ich  just got an  $85 billion
respite from  Un cle Sam , was
h an ded $7 m illion  for h is
th ree m on th s at th e h elm .

At least govern m en t offi-
cials are h old in g th e lin e on
th e severan ce packages,
worth  a com bin ed $24 m il-
lion , for th e ousted h eads of
Fan n ie Mae an d Freddie Mac.

A recen t survey by Forbes
m agazin e foun d th e average
CEO is earn in g 364 t im es th e
salary of th eir average worker,
up from  42 t im es th e average
salary of on e of th eir com pa-
n y em ployees in  1980.

As m adden in g as th ose
com pen sation  packages are,
wh en  it  in volves private com -
pan ies an d private m on ey in
a largely un regulated in dus-
try, th ere’s lit t le to be don e
by th e govern m en t.

But if th ese com pan ies n ow
wan t to be put on  th e corpo-
rate welfare rolls to save th em
from  th em selves, th ey m ust
agree to forgo th ose scurrilous
term in ation  paym en ts.

U.S. Rep. Barn ey Fran k,
wh o as ch airm an  of th e
House Fin an cial Services
Com m ittee will h ave m uch
in put on  th e fin al deal, also
wan ts th e bailout to in clude
lim its on  executive pay as
well as stron ger govern m en t
oversigh t so taxpayers are n ot
com pletely h un g out to dry.

Wh ile som e argue th e pay
agreem en ts were put in  writ-
in g wh en  th e executives were
h ired, if th ey wan t public
m on ey to save th em , th en  all
deals are off th e table.

Govern m en t regulators
m igh t also wan t to look back
at m an y of th e deals th at
were already paid out to see if
crim in al act ion s such  as th e
sale of stock option s cash ed
in  on  illegally in flated fin an -
cial statem en ts or bogus
claim s of solven cy.

Th is is an  un preceden ted
in terven tion  on  th e part of
th e govern m en t, on e th e
fin an cial sector is beggin g to
h appen . It  would be un con -
scion able to allow Wall Street
to profit  off its greed wh ile
m an y taxpayers will h ave to
work five, 10 or m ore years
lon ger to m ake up for th eir
ret irem en t fun d losses.
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