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Elections
interesting
all around

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

Sin ce th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post sch ool
board is h old in g th e

lin e on  taxes, I don ’t  see th e
proposed 2009-10 budget
h avin g m uch  problem  pass-

in g in
Tuesday’s
an n ual vote.

But I’ll be
curious to
see by h ow
m uch  it  pass-
es. Specifi-
cally, I’ll be
watch in g if
th e budget
garn ers th e

support of 60 percen t of th e
voters – a th resh old th at
m ean s n oth in g in  th is elec-
t ion  but could be a tellin g
sign  for a fu ture facilit ies ref-
eren dum .

Th e decade-lon g search  to
fin d a solu t ion  to th e dis-
trict ’s agin g facilit ies h as so
far been  fru it less, but th e
effort  con tin ues. A special
com m ittee th at h as been
workin g for m on th s on  th e
issue is expected to reveal its
fin din gs som etim e soon .

It ’s likely th at wh atever
build in g p lan  th e com m ittee
suggests, th e cost will exceed
th e district ’s debt lim it  set by
th e state. By law, an y referen -
dum  th at does th at th en  h as
to be approved by 60 percen t
of th e voters – som eth in g
th at’s called a super m ajority.

Th e way I figure it , if th e
district doesn ’t  get 60 percen t
support on  a budget th at
doesn ’t  in crease taxes on
Tuesday, wh at are th e
ch an ces it ’ll get a super
m ajority for a facilit ies p lan
th at will defin itely raise
taxes?

Som ewh ere between  slim
an d n on e.

• • •

Un less som eon e talks h im
out of it , look for Corn in g
City Coun cilm an  Fran k
Muccin i to force a Republican
prim ary in  Septem ber for th e
Steuben  Coun ty Legislature’s
District 2 seat.

He’d face Ph il Palm esan o
wh o declared h is can didacy
last week for th e posit ion
bein g vacated by Legislator
Fran  Geh l, wh o is bein g
forced out because of term
lim its.

I kn ow Fran k h as h ad h is
eye on  th e coun ty board for a
wh ile, an d I’ve h eard h e’s
said privately th at h e wan ts
to run . If n oth in g else, Fran k
would m ake it  a colorfu l 
cam paign .

As for th e Dem ocrats, city
party ch air Hilda Lan do said
th ey’ll h ave a can didate for
th e coun ty seat but aren ’t
ready to an n oun ce wh o th at
will be. My guess is th at it ’s
eith er Hilda h erself or a cer-
tain  form er Corn in g m ayor
wh o on ce said h e’s don e with
polit ics. Talk about colorfu l. 

• • •

U.S. Rep. Eric Massa last
week explain in g th at h e like-
ly won ’t  vote for a m assive
spen din g bill to fun d wars in
Iraq an d Afgh an istan  because
th e Obam a adm in istrat ion
h as failed to develop an  exit
strategy for troops in  Iraq:

“Wh eth er it ’s Presiden t
Bush  or Presiden t Obam a, m y
posit ion  stan ds. It ’s t im e to
brin g our troops h om e.”
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Honest education
needed for kids

TO THE EDITOR |
Fam ilies an d in dividuals
are forced to t igh ten  th eir
belts durin g econ om ic
down turn s, un like govern -
m en t goin g wild on
un preceden ted spen din g
sprees with out course or
con scien ce. Th e federal
govern m en t is trip lin g th e
deficit  th is year an d th e
n ation al debt in  10 years.
New York state ups th e
budget $15 billion  (10 per-
cen t) wh ile th e tax base is
drast ically sh rin kin g.
Paterson , like Sch warzen -
egger, grovels to extrem e
spen din g. Polit ician s prac-
t ice th eir prim ary skills:
frivolous an d wastefu l
spen din g.

Federal bailouts aim ed
billion s at education ,
prom isin g im provem en t.
Years of in creased fun din g
h as n urtured an  ailin g
public education  system
becom in g progressively
worse. Education  un ion s
an d associat ion s support
an d profit  im m en sely from
a corrupt, deteriorat in g
public sch ool an d un iversi-
ty system . Th ey cry “m ore
m on ey” to carry on  prac-
t iced an d perfected educa-
t ion  failure.

Frugality would be a
valuable lesson  taugh t to
studen ts wh ich  educators,
like govern m en t, can n ot
teach . Con tin ually lett in g
out th eir belts an oth er
n otch , th e education
in dustry epitom izes gov-
ern m en t glu tton y an d n ar-
cissism , becom in g m orbid-
ly obese an d lazy, th e
exam ple th ey set.   

Wh y fix education ? Th is
education  m odel ch eats
th e ch ildren  of th eir
fu tures!  Borrowin g beh av-
ior from  un eth ical un ion s
an d polit ician s, in tegrity is
defun ct in  education ’s
ch aracter. NYS STAR pro-
gram  rebate ch ecks discon -
t in ued, th e en tire program
is in  jeopardy, th reaten in g
30 percen t to a possible
500 peren t in crease or
m ore in  sch ool tax pay-
m en ts for elderly property
own ers.   

Both  govern m en t an d
education  failures facilitate
expan sion ; m ore m on ey
an d en tren ch ed power.
Frugality, d iscip lin e an d
eth ics m ust return  to edu-
cation  an d govern m en t.
Hon est education  for th e
ch ildren  is crit ical to our
republic.

Gerald J. Furnkranz
Horseheads

Be informed 
on school vote

TO THE EDITOR | Voters

will soon  be elect in g n ew
m em bers to our local
sch ool boards an d votin g
on  th e proposed budget.
Th e PTA can  n ot en dorse
sch ool board can didates,
but we can  assist th e com -
m un ity in  m akin g an
in form ed judgm en t with
regard to th e budget an d
th e elect ion  of m em bers of
on e of th e m ost im portan t
elect ive bodies in  our soci-
ety. With  th at in  m in d,
PTA offers th e followin g
for con siderat ion :

“Mem bersh ip on  th e
board of education  sh ould
be broad an d diverse,
reflect in g various poin ts of
view with in  th e com m un i-
ty. On ly cit izen s deeply
con cern ed with  education -
al stan dards an d sch ool
n eeds sh ould be elected to
sch ool boards.

A sch ool board m em ber
sh ould:

■ Be a supporter of pub-
lic education .

■ Have a broad back-
groun d of kn owledge an d
experien ce.

■ Represen t th e in terests
of th e com m un ity at large.

■ Make th e welfare of
ch ildren  an d com m un ity
th e basis of decision s.

■ Accept th e will of th e
m ajority; be toleran t, free
from  prejudice.

■ Be fam iliar with  th e
sch ools in  th e district  an d
with  curren t education al
issues.

■ Un derstan d th e fun c-
t ion s, policies, an d respon -
sibilit ies of board m em bers
an d th e adm in istrators.

■ Com m un icate effec-
t ively with  profession al
staff, com m un ity groups
an d oth ers.

■ Listen  for real con sen -
sus an d n ot con fuse a few
n oisy voices with  a m ajori-
ty feelin g.”

Th e Executive Board of
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
Area PTA Coun cil supports
th e proposed budget. Th e
proposed budget m eets th e
0 percen t tax rate in crease
goal establish ed by th e
board of education  wh ile
m ain tain in g staffin g an d
result in g in  m in im al elim i-
n ation  of program s th at
ben efit  our studen ts.

We h ope you’ll join  us
in  support in g ch ildren  an d
th eir sch ools on  Tuesday.

Denise Reppert
President

Corning-Painted Post Area
PTA Council

Vote ‘yes’ to
budget and buses

TO THE EDITOR | Th e
2009-10 proposed
Corn in g-Pain ted Post Area
Sch ool District budget sup-
ports program s an d poli-
cies th at produce results
for both  studen ts an d tax-

payers. We stron gly urge
our com m un ity to vote
yes on  May 19 to th e
budget an d bus proposi-
t ion .

We each  h ave ch ildren
at th e elem en tary, m iddle,
an d h igh -sch ool levels an d
h ave been  act ively
in volved in  th e district for
m ore th an  a decade. It ’s
our belief th at th e board
of education  an d adm in is-
trat ion  h ave presen ted a
budget th at con tin ues to
stren gth en  results so th at
all studen ts will ach ieve
success. It  will also provide
th e ability to con tin ue
ch allen gin g elem en tary,
m iddle, an d h igh  sch ool
studen ts with  rigorous
course work, con tin ue
workin g toward closin g
ach ievem en t gaps an d
preparin g studen ts for th e
real-life obstacles th ey will
face on ce th ey graduate.

Th e in vestm en t we m ake
as taxpayers in  our local
sch ool system  h as a
trem en dous im pact on  th e
quality of life we seek in
our com m un ity an d for
our ch ildren . Obviously,
we all wan t th e best educa-
t ion  possible for our ch il-
dren  at a reason able cost.
Wh en  you th in k about
everyth in g our sch ools do
each  an d every day ... such
as tran sport in g, carin g for,
an d educatin g m ore th an
5,600 of our com m un ity’s
ch ildren , it ’s am azin g to
see th at th e board an d
adm in istrat ion  is propos-
in g an  est im ated tax rate
decrease. It ’s apparen t we
h ave leadersh ip th at is
carefu lly takin g in to
accoun t th e curren t eco-
n om ic ch allen ges we all
are facin g, yet st ill able to
provide an  education  th at
h as value an d im pact for
our studen ts.

With  an  est im ated tax
rate decrease of .01 per-
cen t, th e d istrict  h as deliv-
ered a budget proposal
th at was bu ilt  with  th e sin -
cere recogn it ion  th at our
taxpayer’s con cern s h ave
been  h eard. Clearly, our
leadersh ip h as sh own  fis-
cal d iscip lin e.

Th e bottom  lin e is th at
th e studen t data speaks for
itself ... C-PP is on  th e
righ t track an d im provin g
each  year. On e recen t
exam ple is th e im proved
state test in g results for
th ird- th rough  eigh th -
grades. We wan t th is
m om en tum  to con tin ue,
an d th e best way to sh ow
we believe in  th e direct ion
our board m em bers, super-
in ten den t Mike Gin alski,
adm in istrat ion , an d staff
are goin g is stron g support
at th e polls May 19.

Kim Cates and 
Jodi Kohli

Corning

I n  m y 24 years in  th e
Un ited States m ilitary, I
learn ed th e value of

doin g th e righ t th in g, n o
m atter wh at th e cost. On
Th ursday, I h ad to m ake a
very, very tough  ch oice in
th e U.S. House of Represen t-
at ives.

On  th at day, Con gress
voted on  yet an oth er “em er-
gen cy” war supplem en tal bill
to th e tun e of $97 billion .
Despite in ten se pressure from
th e leadersh ip of both  polit i-
cal part ies, I refused to sup-
port th e bill for four cen tral
reason s.

To begin  with , th is “em er-
gen cy” supplem en tal con -
tain ed several item s th at I
th in k sh ould h ave eith er
been  in cluded or excluded in
th e budget, n ot in serted as a
sweeten er to th e bill. For
exam ple, on e of th e largest
lin e item s in  th e supplem en -
tal was th e purch ase of eigh t
n ew C-17 global tran sport
aircrafts. Wh ile I support
bu ild in g th ose, th ey won ’t  be
built  for an oth er th ree years.
I don ’t  th in k th at qualifies as
an  “em ergen cy” purpose for a
supplem en tal.

Secon d, wh ile Am erican
fam ilies struggle with  in creas-
in g costs an d un em ploym en t
levels, I can ’t  rat ion alize
sen din g $836 m illion  to fun d
th e Un ited Nation s. I also
can ’t  support givin g $109
m illion  to train  an d equip
Palest in ian  security forces.
Addit ion ally, I opposed a pro-
vision  to m ake a prom ise to
provide up to $429.5 m illion
in  foreign  aid to Pakistan . We
n eed to stren gth en  an d
rebuild Am erica, n ot th e rest
of th e world. Th ese foreign
aid provision s dem an d a 
separate debate in  th e ligh t 
of day.

Next, durin g
m y t im e cam -
paign in g for
th is office, I
m ade a com -
m itm en t to
n ot fun d th e

war in  Iraq an y furth er un less
th e adm in istrat ion  provided
a clear an d precise exit  strate-
gy. I don ’t  care wh o th e presi-
den t is or wh ich  polit ical
party is in  th e m ajority, I d id
n ot, an d will n ot support an y
addit ion al Iraq war fun din g
with out a way out. After
alm ost a decade, it  is t im e we
tell th e Iraqis th at th e fu ture
of Iraq is th eirs, n ot ours.

Fin ally, wh ile th ere were
several good lin e item s in  th e
supplem en tal wh ich  I h ave
supported n ow, an d will sup-
port in  th e fu ture, I will n ot
h ave m y vote h eld h ostage
by party bosses. Wh at often
h appen s in  Wash in gton  is
th at th ey in sert a few good
item s in to bad bills so m em -
bers can  explain  th eir votes.
Th ese sugar-coated spen din g
provision s are th ere so th at
th e people wh o h ave spen t us
in to oblivion  can  just ify
th ese votes. Th at is wh y I
voted again st th e ban k
bailout an d oth ers. We don ’t
n eed sugar-coated spen din g
bills. I’m  sure I will con tin ue
to take crit icism  from  both
polit ical part ies about th is
stan ce, but again  I will n ot
h ave m y vote h eld h ostage.

Th e fam ilies of th e 29th
Con gression al District sen t
m e to Wash in gton  to do th e
righ t th in g n o m atter wh at.
Nobody will ever agree with
100 percen t of m y decision s,
but I prom ise th at you will
always kn ow wh ere I stan d.

■ U.S. Rep. Eric Massa, D-N.Y.,
represents the 29th Congres-
sional Dist rict .

■ Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed. 

■ Letters must be signed and
include an address and phone
number. No letters will be
published unless verified with
the author in person or by
telephone. 

■ Letters may be edited for
space considerations.

■ The publication of any letter
is at the discretion of the editor. 

■ All letters become the
property of The Leader and
cannot be returned to sender.

Mail your let ters to:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE LEADER
PO BOX 1017
CORNING, NY 14830

E-mail your let ter t o:

jdunning@the-leader.com
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I t ’s t im e to put out th e
welcom e m at, th e ladies
are back in  town .

Like th ey h ave for 31 years,
th e lady profession al golfers
return  to th e Crystal City to
com pete for top prize m on ey
an d th e Steuben  Bowl at th e
Corn in g Coun try Club. 

An d, as h as h appen ed for
m ore th an  th ree decades, th e
com m un ity will welcom e
th em  with  th e type of gen -
u in e, sm all-town  ch arm  th at
h as m ade Corn in g a special
stop on  tour for m an y of th e
ath letes.

Of course, th is year will be
differen t th an  th e rest. Th is is
th e last year of th e Corn in g
Classic, th e lon gest ten ured
tourn am en t with  a sin gle
spon sor on  tour.

For a variety of reason s –
m ost of wh ich  are attributa-
ble to th e recession  – h ostin g
th e LPGA beyon d th is last
tourn am en t becam e un feasi-
ble. Th e decision  to en d th e
Classic m ade fin an cial sen se,
but it  was n o less agon izin g
for th ose wh o h ad to com e to
th at con clusion . 

Th e reason  is th at th e
Corn in g Classic h as always
been  m ore th an  just an oth er
golf tourn am en t. Most
im portan tly, it ’s been  about
h elp in g h ospitals an d ch ari-
t ies to th e tun e of $5.4 m il-
lion  from  th e tourn am en t
proceeds.

It ’s also been  a great source
of com m un ity pride an d
in volvem en t with  th e dedica-
t ion  of scores of volun teers,
th e accom m odation s of h ost
fam ilies an d th e h ospitality
of local busin esses.

Th e Classic h as also pro-
vided great en tertain m en t,
both  on  an d off th e golf
course, as th e city’s pu lse
beats a lit t le faster wh en  th e
LPGA m akes its week-lon g
visit . 

With  th at in  m in d, it ’s t im e
to celebrate th e arrival of th e
LPGA on e m ore t im e. Most
of th e big n am es on  tour will
be h ere an d th is year’s field is
th e stron gest ever for th e
Classic. 

It ’s sh apin g up to be a great
tourn am en t, an d a fit t in g
sen d-off for th is fan tast ic
even t.

THE ISSUE | This week’s Corning Classic.
OUR OPINION | It’s time to celebrate this great 

event one more time. 

Joe Dunning

CITY BEAT

Bob Rolfe is
The Insider,
Mondays,
Fridays,
on ly in  
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