
SUNDAY | JUNE 7 | 2009 | PAGE 4A

Coccho, Reed
can give it a
shot, but may
not get far

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

Fran k Cocch o is con sid-
erin g run n in g again
for Corn in g m ayor. 

Corn in g Mayor Tom  Reed
is th in kin g about run n in g for
Con gress.

Two guys
seem in gly
h eaded in
differen t
direct ion s
wh o, if th ey
pursue th ese
path s, will
win d up in
th e sam e
spot: out of
office.

I’m  n ot tryin g to d iscour-
age eith er m an  from  follow-
in g th eir polit ical dream s. Are
you kiddin g?

I’d like n oth in g better th an
to h ave Fran k Cocch o back
in to th e p icture, at least dur-
in g th e cam paign  season . Talk
about en tertain m en t. Pass th e
popcorn , sit  back, watch  an d
expect th e un expected.

As for Reed, sure, go on  an d
ch allen ge Eric Massa for h is
con gression al seat. Reed h as
said before h e h ad loft ier
polit ical aspirat ion s beyon d
th e m ayor’s office, alth ough
goin g from  Corn in g to
Wash in gton  with  just on e
term  un der h is belt  is qu ite a
leap. But, h ey, h e’s got m ore
experien ce in  public office
th an  Massa did wh en  h e
twice ran  again st Ran dy Kuh l
an d fin ally won .

So to both  Cocch o an d
Reed I say: “Go. You’ve got
th e green  ligh t. Swin g away
an d swin g h ard.”

But try as th ey m ay, I don ’t
see eith er on e of th em  h it t in g
on e out of th e park. To be
h on est, I don ’t  see th em
reach in g th e warn in g track or
even  gett in g th e ball out of
th e in field. 

In  Cocch o’s case, th ere
would be n o escapin g th e
past. His perform an ce durin g
h is on e term  as m ayor is st ill
too fresh  in  th e m in ds of city
residen ts. 

Th e tru th  is it  m ay n ever be
forgotten . Fluoridat ion . Stray
cats. Th e ch am pion s wall.
Velvet ropes. Sexual h arass-
m en t allegation s. Th e list
goes on  an d on .

As for Reed, it  would be a
case of th e opposit ion  bein g
too stron g. So far, Massa h as
don e a pretty good job doin g
wh at h e said h e was goin g to
do. Un less Massa royally slips
up, I don ’t  see an  oppon en t –
especially an  un season ed on e
like Reed – gett in g m uch  trac-
t ion  again st h im . 

Reed also isn ’t  very well
kn own  outside th e city lim its,
alth ough  I’m  told h e’s got
som e party support in
Mon roe Coun ty. St ill, h e’d
h ave to work n igh t an d day
from  n ow un til Novem ber
2010 for folks in  oth er parts
of th e con gression al d istrict
just to rem em ber h is n am e.
Massa h ad to, an d it  took
h im  four years to do it .

All of th at cam paign in g
costs m on ey, probably som e-
wh ere between  $2 m illion
an d $3 m illion . Wh ere’s Reed
goin g to get th at m uch  loot?

Th e Nation al Republican
Con gression al Com m ittee
an d polit ical act ion  com m it-
tees would kick in  som e, but
a wh ole lot m ore would h ave
to be raised by Reed h im self.
Th at takes t im e an d, fran kly,
th ere’s n ot en ough  t im e
between  n ow an d th e elec-
t ion  to raise th at m uch
m on ey.

If Reed decides n ot to run
again  for m ayor in  Novem ber
an d in stead dedicate h is t im e
to a con gression al cam paign ,
th at wouldn ’t  n ecessarily give
Cocch o a free sh ot to return
to City Hall.

Rest assured th e Repub-
lican s will run  som eon e –
an yon e – if Reed decides to
sit  out. An d wh oever th at is –
with  th e possible exception
of Coun cilm an  Fran k
Muccin i – h e or sh e would
likely beat Cocch o pretty
h an dily.
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ARTIST’S VIEWCoun tries m ust
team  up to tam e

North  Korea 

COMMENTARY | LEONARD PITTS JR.

Lacking facts, try confusion

So Newt Gin grich
n ow says Son ia
Sotom ayor is n ot a

“racist” after all. Sh e m ust
be trem blin g with  relief.

Gin grich ’s backpedalin g
cam e last week in  an  art icle
on  Hum an Even ts.com . It
leaves just two h igh -profile
Republican s, form er Rep.
Tom  Tan credo an d radio
blowh ard Rush  Lim baugh ,
st ill clin gin g to th at absurd
allegation .

As you kn ow un less you
are just back from
An tarct ica, th is sudden
spasm  of righ teous
Republican  rage is due to a
speech  Sotom ayor gave in
2001 about th e role gen der,
eth n icity an d oth er ch arac-
terist ics p lay in  a judge’s
judgm en t. “I would h ope,”
sh e said, “th at a wise Latin a
wom an  with  th e rich n ess
of h er experien ces would
m ore often  th an  n ot reach
a better con clusion  th an  a
wh ite m ale wh o h asn ’t
lived th at life.”

It  is, yes, a win ce-in duc-
in g statem en t. You m igh t
even  call it  a ton e deaf an d
culturally ch auvin ist ic on e.
But does it  support com par-
ison s to th e Ku Klux Klan
such  as Tan credo an d
Gin grich  h ave m ade? Not
in  a m illion  years.

Th e attem pt to pain t
Sotom ayor as such  repre-
sen ts m ore th an  polit ical
overreach . No, th is is part
an d parcel of a cam paign
by con servatives to arrogate
un to th em selves an d/or
n eutralize th e lan guage of
social grievan ce. We’ve
seen  th is before. Th ey su l-
lied th e word “fem in ist” so
th orough ly even  fem in ists
disdain  it . Th ey m ade “lib-

eral” such  a vu lgarity you’d
n ever kn ow liberals fough t
to ban  ch ild labor, en d Jim
Crow or win  wom en  th e
righ t to vote.

Havin g n o record of th eir
own  of respon din g com pas-
sion ately to social griev-
an ce (ask th em  wh at th ey
did durin g th e civil righ ts
m ovem en t an d th ey grow
very qu iet), con servatives
h ave ch osen  in stead to co-
opt th e lan guage of th at
grievan ce. An d if wh at th ey
did to th e lan guage of
wom en ’s righ ts an d pro-
gressivism  took som e gall,
wh at th ey are seekin g to do
to th e lan guage of race sug-
gests a test icu lar circum fer-
en ce of bovin e proport ion s.

Th ere is som eth in g surre-
al about h earin g th ose wh o
h ave h istorically been  th e
en em ies of racial progress
defin e racial progress as
lookin g out for th e poor
wh ite broth er.

An d wh atever com es
beyon d surreal is wh at
describes th ese th ree m en
in  part icu lar, n on e of
wh om  h as ever been  dist in -
gu ish ed by h is previous
ten der con cern  for racial
m in orit ies lied upon ,
den ied upon  an d system ati-
cally ch eated of th eir
square of th e Am erican
Dream , tellin g us “racism ”
is wh at h appen s wh en  a
Hispan ic wom an  says
som eth in g dum b about
wh ite m en . We are, after
all, talkin g about a m an
(Tan credo) wh o on ce called
m ajority Hispan ic Miam i “a
th ird world” coun try, an d
an oth er m an  (Lim baugh )
wh o advised a black caller
to “take th at bon e out of
your n ose.”

Th ese are figh ters again st
racism ?

You keep wait in g for
som eon e to break up laugh -
in g. You keep lookin g for
Ash ton  Kutch er to say
you’ve been  pun k’d.

But th ey are in  earn est,
an d th ere is a pattern  h ere:
Th e forces of in toleran ce
seekin g to redefin e th e
param eters of a debate th ey
can  win  in  n o oth er way.
Read th e treat ises th at
attem pt to m ake Mart in
Luth er Kin g Jr. an  icon  of
con servatism . Read th e
on es wh ich  claim  th e rela-
t ive h an dfu l of black-on -
wh ite violen t crim e occur-
rin g an n ually in  th is coun -
try con stitu tes “gen ocide.”
Read th e m ewlin g of wh ite
vict im izat ion  th at rises an y
tim e blacks or brown s are
perceived as h avin g won
som e victory over d iscrim i-
n ation .

Th ere is to it  a breath tak-
in g cyn icism  an d a willin g-
n ess to m an ipu late for
polit ical gain  on e of th e
rawest p laces in  th e psych e
of a n ation . Th e goal is n ot
to persuade. It  is to m uddy
th e water, con fuse th e
debate. Because wh en  you
can ’t  win  th e argum en t,
con fusin g it  works alm ost
as well.

Based on  on e foolish
quote, we h ave spen t a
week askin g if Son ia
Sotom ayor is a racist. I’d
call th at m ission  accom -
plish ed. An d I wish  Kutch er
would com e out already.

It ’s n ot fun n y an ym ore.

■ Leonard Pit t s Jr., w inner of
the 2004 Pulit zer Prize for
commentary, is a columnist
for t he Miami Herald.
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N ow th at th e h em i-
sph ere’s d ip lom ats
h ave open ed th e

door for th e readm ission  of
Cuba to th e OAS, th e ques-
t ion  is wh eth er Cuba is
ready to com e in  from  th e
cold. Don ’t  bet on  it .

As a pract ical m atter, th e
decision  ch an ges very lit t le.
Act in g by con sen sus after
som e h ard bargain in g
beh in d closed doors, th e
Organ izat ion  of Am erican
States lifted th e 1962 sus-
pen sion  of Cuba, but it
m ade clear th at return in g
to th e fold would m ean
acceptin g “th e pract ices,
purposes an d prin cip les of
th e OAS.” Th at sh ould be
easy en ough  for m ost coun -
tries – but n ot for Cuba.

Th e reason  th at Cuba was
drum m ed out of th e OAS
to begin  with  is th at it  h ad
forsaken  all preten se of
abid in g by th e dem ocrat ic
prin cip les th at led to th e
foun din g of th e organ iza-
t ion . For decades, it  sough t
to sabotage dem ocrat ic gov-
ern m en ts th rough out th e
h em isph ere, a pract ice th at
con tin ued un til th e Cold
War en ded an d its Soviet
patron  disappeared.

Today, it  rem ain s th e
on ly coun try in  th e h em i-
sph ere wh ose leaders h ave
n ever faced – an d dare n ot
face – a dem ocrat ic elec-
t ion . Th e govern m en t rou-
t in ely tram ples on  h um an
righ ts an d den ies th e m ost
basic polit ical freedom s,
from  free expression  to th e
righ t of assem bly an d all
form s of d issen t.

Th e Obam a adm in istra-
t ion  is righ t to claim  th at
en gagem en t is a better poli-
cy th an  isolat ion , but we
would h ave preferred
stron ger, en forceable con di-
t ion s to readm it Cuba. Th is
com prom ise ign ores a total-
itarian  regim e’s stran gula-
t ion  of its people’s basic
h um an  righ ts for 50 years.
Cuba owes its isolat ion  n ot
to an y m an euverin g or
m ach iavellian  sch em es
em an atin g from  Wash in g-
ton , but rath er its own
an ti-dem ocrat ic stan ce.
Th at m akes Cuba th e odd
m an  out, an d Fidel an d
Raul Castro doubtless prefer
it  th at way.

To th e en d, Ven ezuela
an d Nicaragua fough t to lift
Cuba’s suspen sion  un con di-
t ion ally, leavin g a path

open  to readm ission  with -
out an y act ion  on  th e part
of th e Castro goverm en t to
am en d its beh avior or
ackn owledge th e valid ity of
dem ocrat ic prin cip les.

Th e failure of th is in it ia-
t ive in dicates th at Cuba
an d its OAS allies h ave lit -
t le to crow about.

Th ere is un doubtedly a
n ew an d growin g att itude
of in depen den ce an d
assert iven ess by th e n ation s
of th e h em isph ere again st
dom in ation  by Wash in g-
ton , as in dicated by th e
gesture to lift  Cuba’s sus-
pen sion . Th e Obam a
adm in istrat ion  h as worked
deft ly with  region al coun -
tries to en sure th at th is
does n ot becom e an  obsta-
cle to im provem en t of rela-
t ion s with  our n eigh bors.

As lon g as OAS m em bers
con tin ue to uph old an d
ch am pion  dem ocrat ic prin -
cip les, th ey sh ould h ave n o
argum en t with  th e Un ited
States. Th e argum en t is
with  th ose wh o do n ot
accept dem ocracy an d
h um an  righ ts, an d th ey
reside in  Havan a.

Looking to future hopes

I t  was th e righ t m essage,
delivered in  th e righ t
p lace by th e righ t m es-

sen ger. Presiden t Barack
Obam a’s n uan ced parsin g
yesterday of th e con flicts an d
com m on alit ies of Islam  an d
th e West was a p lain spoken
appeal to ordin ary people of
all faith s an d n ation alit ies for
an  h on est con versation  about
th e way forward. Th at h e
traveled to Egypt, a Muslim
n ation , to give a speech
about relat ion s between  th e
Un ited States an d th e world ’s
Muslim s, added to its power.

It  was billed as rem arks on
a n ew begin n in g. But as
Obam a said, n o sin gle speech
can  eradicate years of m is-
trust, an d h is broke n o n ew
foreign -policy groun d. Still,
as th e first black presiden t of
th e Un ited States, Obam a
person ifies wh at’s possible
wh en  people refuse to be
prison ers of th e past.

Th at was th e essen ce of h is
p itch  to th e world: to reject a
h istory of subjugatin g on e
an oth er in  pursu it  of self-
in terest an d squarely face th e
con flicts th at h ave grown
from  th at h istory. Th e issues
h e t icked off are daun tin g:
Iraq, th e Israeli- Palest in ian
con flict , n uclear weapon s,
dem ocracy, religious freedom ,
wom en ’s righ ts an d econ om ic
opportun ity.

By ackn owledgin g th e com -
plicity of both  th e Un ited
States an d th e Muslim  world
in  th e problem s th at bedevil
us, an d callin g on  people
everywh ere wh o wan t peace
to join  in  th at pursu it ,
Obam a m ade a bid to m ar-
gin alize violen t extrem ists.
Today, th ey appear a bit
sm aller an d m ore out of
touch .

In  ton e an d in  fact, it ’s
wh at th e world n eeded to
h ear.
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include an address and phone
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space considerations.

■ The publication of any letter
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Fear is ratch etin g up on
th e Korean  pen in sula,
wh ere 23,000 U.S.

troops are sit t in g on  th e edge
of wh at could becom e th e
n ewest in tern ation al crisis.

Th e recen t parade of bel-
ligeren t acts by North  Korea –
its test of a n uclear bom b
May 25, followed by test
laun ch es of sh ort- an d m edi-
um -ran ge m issiles, a n ew
proclam ation  from  th e n orth
th at it  in ten ds to ign ore th e
lon gstan din g Korean  War
arm ist ice, an d th e loom in g
th reat of m ore m issile
laun ch es – rem in ds us th at
th e Cold War’s problem s are
st ill with  us.

But it ’s also abun dan tly
clear th ere are n o easy ways
to respon d an d tam p down
th e situat ion . A m ilitary
attack by th e Un ited States
sh ould rem ain  out of con sid-
erat ion  un less an  attack is
laun ch ed on  South  Korea or
Japan , th ough  recen t reports
suggest we’re sh owin g th e
flag an d takin g som e sm all
but visible steps to let
Pyon gyan g kn ow we’re able
to defen d our allies.

However, North  Korea h as
a m illion -m an  arm y, an d
leader Kim  Jon g Il is un pre-
dictable en ough  already with -
out h avin g h is fin ger on  th e
button  durin g open  h ostili-
t ies. Th e regim e m ay n ot
h ave perfected th e m in iatur-
izat ion  tech n ology n eeded to
put warh eads on  th eir m is-
siles an d direct ly th reaten
th eir n eigh bors, but th ere’s
n o guaran tee th ey wouldn ’t
use th eir n ukes an y oth er
way th ey could.

So we’re left  with  san c-
t ion s, extern al pressure an d
dip lom acy, n on e of wh ich
sh ould be m istaken  for weak-
n ess. Th e trick is fin din g th e
righ t com bin ation  of th ose
th ree, wh ich  will by n ecessity
require th e Un ited States to
put its faith  in  oth ers.

Th ough  som e san ction s
h ave been  in  p lace for years,
n ot all of th em  h ave been
en forced. Th e curren t push
un der way at th e Un ited
Nation s Security Coun cil
seem s to in clude at least
en forcin g th e exist in g ru les,
wh ich  were design ed to put
th e squeeze on  th e n orth ’s
elite an d preven t n ew m ili-
tary h ardware an d com po-
n en ts from  bein g sh ipped
th ere. Th e U.S. is also con sid-

ering pressing for new restric-
tions aim ed at choking off
sh ipm en ts to com pan ies inside
North  Korea that are tied to
their nuclear am bitions.

Th e U.N. sh ould h esitate
on  n eith er step. Th e en d goal
for every power in  th e region
n eeds to be h alt in g th e
growth  of th e n orth ’s n uclear
program , part icu larly given
its past h istory of con tacts
with  less-th an -frien dly pow-
ers, in cludin g Syria.

In  order to get th is don e,
we n eed th e cooperat ion  of
Ch in a an d Russia, both  of
wh ich  h ave been  slow in  th e
past to crit icize Kim  & Co. or
resort to a h eavy h an d to
th wart h is n uclear am bit ion s.
Th at’s reportedly ch an ged
n ow, with  Russia fin ally
awaken in g to th e th reat it
faces to its east. Likewise,
Ch in a h as been  as close to an
ally as Pyon gyan g can  claim ,
but n ow even  elem en ts of
Ch in ese leadersh ip are
allegedly sourin g as th e n orth
becom es m ore difficu lt  an d
th reaten in g.

In  addit ion  to backin g us at
th e U.N., th ese two n ation s
can  th reaten  to sh ut off th eir
flow of oil an d oth er aid on
th eir own , or at least use th at
power as a club to drive
Kim ’s n egotiators back to th e
table for m ult iparty talks.
Th at ough t to be a n o-brain er
for th em : Th ey don ’t  wan t a
crippled or collapsin g n orth
or a reun ified Korea on  th eir
border – worries th at h ave
caused th em  to blun t th eir
respon ses in  th e past – but
th ey don ’t  wan t a warlike,
ch est-th um pin g dictatorsh ip
willin g to p ick a figh t, eith er.
On  top of th at, a Ch in a th at
gets an  awfu l lot of Am erican
busin ess sh ould be con fiden t
of wh ere our in terests lie, an d
just h ow m uch  th ey in tersect
h ere with  th eirs.

Th ese are delicate m an eu-
vers, to be sure, an d require
con tin ued, firm  dip lom atic
pressure an d th e support of
th e world com m un ity.
Wash in gton ’s respon se – tak-
in g n oth in g for gran ted,
keepin g th e pressure on
wh ile givin g dip lom acy a
ch an ce to work an d quiet ly
preparin g in  case of an y esca-
lat ion  – h as been  righ tfu lly
m easured, to date. May th e
peace h old an d th e situat ion
cool off.
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