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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Eric Massa is
dangerous

TO THE EDITOR | As a
com eback to on e of m y ear-
lier letters to th e editor on e
of Eric Massa’s h an dlers
com plain ed about th e let-
ter. He suggested th at I was
way off base an d th at I
sh ould con tact Mr. Massa’s
office before writ in g letters.

Well, I d id just th at an d
guess wh at, I got a can n ed
polit ical respon se from  h is
Corn in g office an d I got n o
respon se from  an  e-m ail
m essage via h is Web site. I
m ust adm it, I got very
sh ort with  th e youn g gal
an swerin g h is ph on e in
Corn in g.

My e-m ail to Mr. Massa
was very poin ted an d sug-
gestive about th e curren t
in ten tion s of Obam a an d
h is team  of profession al
Socialists to destroy h ealth
care in  th e Un ited States. I
also asked h im  h ow h e
expected to pay for th is
govern m en t takeover of
an oth er large segm en t of
our econ om y with out on er-
ous tax in creases.

An d as I said, I got n o
respon se from  Massa or h is
h an dlers.

I kn ow th e an swers to
m y question s but I wan t to
h ear from  h is m outh  wh at
h e supports even  if h e
again  perform s h is typ ical

two-step dan ce to avoid
exposin g h im self.

At least on e of m y
n aysayers suggests th at Mr.
Massa is a breath  of fresh
air. I fin d h im  to be a very
dan gerous person  wh ose
on ly in terest is h im self an d
h e will do alm ost an yth in g
to reestablish  th e power
base th at h e h ad wh en
servin g in  th e m ilitary.

An d based on  th e ph on e
calls an d letters I receive I
h ave a large an d growin g
group of people wh o agree
with  m e.

Coun t your days in  office
Mr. Massa, th ey are gett in g
sh orter.

Brian L. M iller
Hornell

Senate coup 
cuts voters out

TO THE EDITOR | New
York state m ay h ave h it a
new low with  Monday’s fias-
co in  th e Sen ate. I seem  to
rem em ber from  m y h igh
sch ool days th at it  was th e
respon sibility of voters to
select th ose person s wh o
best represen ted th eir in ter-
ests. In  Novem ber 2008,
New York voters m ade th eir
ch oice, an d it  resu lted in  a
Dem ocratic m ajority in  th e
Sen ate for th e first t im e in
40 years. Now, th e will of
th e people, represen ted by

th eir vote, h as apparen tly
been  overth rown  by two
sen ators wh o h ave ch osen
to pursue th eir own  polit i-
cal agen das.

Th e state’s voters h ad
stated th at th ey n o lon ger
wan t to operate un der th e
procedures of th e last 40
years th at h ave left us with
budgets fu ll of earm ark
item s th at h ave left our
state n ear ban kruptcy, but
th eir will h as been  disre-
garded, an d th rown  our
after a m ere five m on th s.
It is also quite curious th at
th e issue th at apparen tly
led to Mon day’s attem pted
“coup” was n ot th e fin an -
cial calam ity th at th e state
is n ow facin g, but rath er
th e fear of brin gin g a vote
on  sam e-sex m arriage to th e
floor. Th is is, of course, an
issue about wh ich  m ost
people h ave very stron g
m oral views. However, I
h ave to believe th at m ost
New Yorkers are m ore con -
cern ed about state legisla-
t ive action s th at h ave left
us with  on e of th e h igh est
tax rates in  th e coun try. I
believe m ost New Yorkers
are m ore con cern ed about
issues th at h it th em  in  th e
wallet th an  th ey are about
brin gin g th e sin gle issue of
sam e-sex m arriage to a vote.

Barbara Crumb
Branchport

Courting trouble in  W.Va.

Judges are elected in
m ost states. Th e m ain
value of Mon day’s U.S.

Suprem e Court decision  in  a
West Virgin ia case is to pro-
vide an oth er good reason
wh y judicial elect ion s are a
bad idea.

In  2002, a coal com pan y
won  $50 m illion  in  dam ages
from  a com petitor, A.T.
Massey Coal Co., in  court.
With  both  an  elect ion  an d an
appeal to th e state Suprem e
Court loom in g, Massey CEO
Don ald Blan ken sh ip spen t
m ore th an  $3 m illion  in  a
successfu l effort  to un seat
in cum ben t Just ice Warren
McGraw. Th e win n in g can di-
date, Bren t Ben jam in , join ed
th e court, rebuffed requests
th at h e recuse h im self an d
cast th e decid in g vote to
overturn  th e verdict.

Th at’s pretty aston ish in g,
even  from  our van tage poin t
in  eth ics-ch allen ged Illin ois.

In  ligh t of th ose circum -
stan ces, th e U.S. Suprem e
Court ru led, Ben jam in  sh ould
h ave stepped aside, an d h is
failure to do so violated th e
due-process clause of th e
Con stitution . His “debt of
gratitude” was too big to trust
h is judgm en t in  th is case.

Th at m ay soun d like a
com m on -sen se decision , but
it  will create far m ore prob-
lem s th an  it  solves.

Blan ken sh ip h as been
accused of act in g to buy a
judge. But on ly $1,000 of h is
m on ey wen t to Ben jam in ’s
cam paign . Th e rest was spen t
on  h is own  an ti-McGraw
appeals or given  to a polit ical
group th at opposed McGraw.
Nor was th is effort  n ecessari-
ly decisive. Th e win n er was
en dorsed by n early every
n ewspaper in  th e state.

Ben jam in  sh ould h ave

recused h im self, but if judges
did so every t im e th ey faced
an  alleged con flict  of in terest,
precious lit t le judgin g would
get don e.

Wh en  a lawsuit again st
Presiden t Bill Clin ton  by
Paula Jon es reach ed th e
Suprem e Court in  1997, two
justices owed a h uge “debt of
gratitude” to Clin ton  for
appoin tin g th em  to th e court.
But th at didn ’t stop th em
from  participatin g in  th e case
– an d votin g with  th eir col-
leagues in  favor of Jon es.

In  th e West Virgin ia case,
th e U.S. Suprem e Court
decided th at th e alleged ben -
efit  to Ben jam in  was too
great to allow h is im part iali-
ty. But th e ru lin g left  open  an
array of question s, as Ch ief
Just ice Joh n  Roberts n oted in
h is d issen t – such  as h ow
m uch  m on ey is too m uch ,
wh eth er frien dsh ips between
judges an d lit igan ts require
recusal, an d wh eth er en dorse-
m en ts by n ewspapers an d
in terest groups “also give rise
to a con stitu t ion ally un ac-
ceptable probability of bias.”

“Today’s opin ion ,” h e wrote,
“requires state an d federal
judges sim ultan eously to act
as political scien tists (wh y did
can didate X win  th e elec-
tion ?), econ om ists (was th e
fin an cial support dispropor-
tion ate?) an d psych ologists (is
th ere likely to be a debt of
gratitude?).” Th e an swers to all
th ese m ysteries will be foun d
on ly after years of expen sive,
h air-splittin g lit igation .

Here’s a better solu t ion :
Replace judicial elect ion s
with  a system  of m erit  selec-
t ion  th at m in im izes th e role
of polit ics. As th is decision
rem in ds us, just ice an d cam -
paign  fin an ce m ake an  awk-
ward pair.

A long road
back for GM

Con trary to wh at you
m ay h ave read,
Gen eral Motors is

n ot too big to fail.
It  was, in  th e govern m en t’s

est im ation , too big to fail
qu ickly, wh ich  is wh y both
th e Bush  an d Obam a adm in -
istrat ion s stepped in  with
bailouts th at total m ore th an
$60 billion .

However, a successfu l
restructurin g is by n o m ean s
guaran teed. Th is gian t
autom aker could st ill fail
slowly, gradually closin g
m ore p lan ts as it  falls sh ort of
its sales goals. If th at h ap-
pen s, GM’s sh ares will n ever
be worth  en ough  to keep two
key prom ises: repayin g m ost
of th e bailout m on ey an d
provid in g h ealth  care to
ret ired autoworkers.

Th ose prom ises are backed
by th e sh ares th at GM will
issue to th e U.S. an d Can adian
govern m en ts an d th e Un ited
Auto Workers. Th e com pan y’s
projection s assum e th at GM
can  ach ieve a m arket capital-
ization  of $69 billion . Th at’s
$22 billion  m ore th an  its peak
value a decade ago, wh en  gas-
guzzlin g sport utility veh icles
were flyin g off dealer lots.

Th e old GM also turn ed a
t idy profit  from  its fin an cial
d ivision  an d European  opera-
t ion s. With  th ose bein g spun
off, n ew GM m ust m ake
m on ey th e old-fash ion ed way
– by m akin g cars th at
Am erican s wan t to buy.

Joh n  Wolkon owicz, sen ior
auto an alyst at IHS Global
In sigh t in  Lexin gton , Mass.,
likes th e n ew GM’s ch an ces.
It  will h ave far less debt an d
its labor costs will, for th e
first t im e, be com petit ive
with  th ose at Asian - an d
European -own ed factories.

With  just four bran ds to
support, GM will be able to
roll out n ew or restyled m od-
els m ore frequen tly. “Th ey
h ad too m an y m outh s to
feed” with  resources spread
across eigh t bran ds,
Wolkon owicz says.

Th ough  h e’s an  optim ist,
Wolkon owicz th in ks GM’s
own  project ion s are too rosy.
Th e com pan y expects to cap-
ture 19 percen t of th e U.S.
m arket n ext year; h e m arks
th at down  to 17 percen t. Th e
com pan y says it  will be run -
n in g its factories at fu ll t ilt  by
2011; IHS Global In sigh t says
th at will take un til 2014.

Th e m ost im portan t  vari-
able is also th e h ardest  to
pred ict : Will con sum ers buy
wh at GM is sellin g? Som e of
its m ost  loyal custom ers –
th e buy-Am erican  crowd –
m ay be an gry about th e tax-
payer bailou t . Oth er buyers
m ay quest ion  th e com pan y’s
stability, given  th e wren ch -
in g ch an ges of th e past  six
m on th s.

Young car shoppers will have
a lot to say about whether GM
and Ch rysler succeed. Twen ty-
som eth ings, who haven ’t yet
form ed strong brand loyalties,
m ay look for som eth ing that
isn ’t their paren ts’ Toyota or
Honda. “One of the brands
that Generation  Y likes a lot is
Cadillac,” Wolkonowicz says.
“They can ’t afford it yet, but
they like it. Th is generation  is
still up for grabs; there is an
opportun ity for GM.”

Perh aps. Righ t n ow,
th ough , GM h as m ore ch al-
len ges th an  opportun it ies. A
ban kruptcy judge can  elim i-
n ate debts an d reject dealer
con tracts, but th e com pan y is
on  its own  wh en  it  com es to
build in g better cars an d
im provin g its im age.

“I’m  n ot seein g h ow th e
problem s with  tech n ology,
lack of design , lon g-term
quality issues an d th e cost
issues th at h ave p lagued GM
are bein g dealt  with ,” says
Glen n  MacDon ald, th e Olin
professor of econ om ics an d
strategy at Wash in gton
Un iversity. “I don ’t  feel opt i-
m ist ic about th e lon g run .
Th ey will com e out of ban k-
ruptcy, but h ow do you take
on  Hon da an d Toyota or even
Ford wh en  everybody is con -
cern ed th at you m igh t go out
of busin ess?”

■ David Nicklaus is a columnist
for t he St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
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Corn in g Mayor Tom
Reed h as h is sigh ts
set on  h igh er office,

an d alth ough  h e h asn ’t  offi-
cially said wh ere h e’s aim in g
to go, it  appears to be
Wash in gton .

In dicat ion s are h e’s prepar-
in g to run  again st U.S. Rep.
Eric Massa in  2010 an d, to
com m it to an  all-out cam -
paign , Reed is n ot goin g to
seek a secon d term  as m ayor.

Regardless of h ow residen ts
feel about th at decision ,
th ere’s n o den yin g Reed h as
been  an  effect ive m ayor in
th e 18 m on th s h e’s been  in
office.

His first few m on th s in
office were spen t un doin g
m uch  of wh at h is predecessor
Fran k Cocch o h ad don e in
h is ch aotic two years in
office. Reed was a stable,
calm in g presen ce th at h elped
return  credibility an d con fi-
den ce to th e office an d in
coun cil ch am bers. 

Perh aps th e m ost sign ifi-
can t accom plish m en t on
Reed’s watch  was th e adop-
t ion  of th e city’s strategic
plan  th at laid out a far-reach -
in g vision  for th e city. Th e
plan  spelled out th e roles an d
expectat ion s for th e City
Coun cil an d th e staff th at
previously operated with out
an y real lon g-term  guidan ce
or goals.

Reed’s law backgroun d
m ade it  possible for th e city
to start a special tax credit  to
restore lan dm arks an d estab-
lish  th e Historic Preservation
Com m ission .

Reed establish ed som e n ew
fiscal policies in cludin g estab-
lish in g a special reserve fun d
to stabilize property taxes.
Th e recen tly adopted city
budget used $60,000 from
th e fun d, wh ich  lowered th e
projected tax in crease by 1.25
percen t.

As for oth er reserve fun ds,
Reed en couraged th e City
Coun cil to relin quish  super-
vision  of th em  an d p lace
th eir m an agem en t of th e
reserves with  th e city m an ag-
er an d fin an ce director.

Reed’s oth er accom plish -
m en ts in clude expan sion  of
th e skate park, in creasin g th e
sen ior cit izen s’ exem ption ,
start in g th e Cold War veter-
an s’ exem ption  an d im prov-
in g relat ion s with  m erch an ts
in  th e Gaffer District.

Un der Reed’s gu idan ce, city
govern m en t righ ted itself an d
began  a com preh en sible
course to addressin g som e of
th e m ore pressin g n eeds fac-
in g Corn in g. Reed h elped get
th e city back on  track an d
could h ave accom plish ed
m uch  m ore h ad h e decided
to stay a lit t le lon ger in
office.

THE ISSUE | Corning Mayor Tom Reed not seeking re-election.
OUR OPINION | Reed has done a good job getting the city

back on track in his 18 months in office.

COMMENTARY | 
DAVID NICKLAUS

M aybe it  sh ould
com e as n o sur-
prise th at after

m ore th an  six years of war,
m an y residen ts of th e Iraqi
capital are n um b to th e vio-
len ce th at surroun ds th em .

Certain ly, th e n um ber of
bom bin gs an d at tacks h as
declin ed dram at ically in
recen t  m on th s. Yet  th e
soun ds of exp losion s an d
am bu lan ces rush in g to th e
latest  scen e of carn age con -
t in ue in  th e cap ital, if
m ore sporad ically.

On e day, it  is 34 peop le
killed  by a bom bin g in  th e
Sh u la d ist rict ; th e n ext , 12
killed  in  th e Dora n eigh -
borh ood .

Few believe th at th e capi-
tal is revert in g to th e days
of sectarian  war of two or
th ree years ago. However,
m ost n ow accept th at th e
violen ce will in  som e form
con tin ue to p lague th e city
for years to com e.

Som e h ave n ever kn own
an yth in g but violen ce in
th e capital.

In  th e Gh adeer district of
eastern  Bagh dad, Abdul
Kh aliq al-Sh am m eri watch ed
h is 4-year-old gran dson  play
with  a toy gun .

“He was n ot born  at th e
t im e of th e in vasion , but h e
h as grown  up durin g th e
years of sectarian  strife,” h e
said. “All h is favorite toys
are weapon s.” Sh am m eri, a
form er Iraqi arm y officer,
said h e felt  pain  at th e
th ough t of th e past an d
an xiety about th e fu ture.
“It  is too early to be con fi-
den t about wh at lies
ah ead,” h e said.

Un der an  agreem en t
struck with  th e Un ited
States last year, th e bu lk of
th e foreign  troops are
expected to leave Iraq by
th e m iddle of 2010.

But doubts rem ain  over
th e ability of dom estic
security forces to take over,
an d Iraqis d isagree wh eth er
th e Am erican  presen ce
sh ould be prolon ged.

In  th e sprawlin g slum  of
Sadr City, for exam ple, resi-
den ts blam e th e con tin ued
presen ce of U.S. forces for
th e recen t surge in  vio-
len ce, argu in g th at
Wash in gton  is m erely look-
in g for an  excuse to exten d
its occupation .

Abu Mah di, a cigarette
ven dor in  th e area, said,
“Am erica is beh in d all th e
destruct ion  in  Iraq. We
h ave to kick th em  out. Th e
sectarian  war will n ever en d
wh ile th e Am erican s
rem ain . Th ey will kill peo-
ple in  Sun n i n eigh borh oods
an d bom b Sh ia borough s
an d th en  m ake each  side
blam e th e oth er,” h e said.

Elsewh ere in  Bagh dad,
h owever, m an y feel th e U.S.
forces sh ould n ot leave
un til security im proves.

“My frien ds an d I agree
th at th e Am erican s sh ould
stay for lon ger,” said Esraa
Alaa, a college studen t in
th e Zayun a district.

Alaa said car bom bin gs
an d violen t attacks would
be a part of h er life for
years to com e.

“I always expect a car
bom b, but th at does n ot
m ean  I will stay at h om e

an d surren der to m y fear,”
sh e said.

Th at’s a view sh ared by
m an y youn g people in
Bagh dad.

Safaa Sah ib, a law stu-
den t, said, “We will h ave
bom bs from  t im e to t im e –
an d wh o kn ows, on e day I
m ay becom e th e vict im  of a
bom bin g.”

A youn g m an  in  lin e at a
recen tly open ed alcoh ol
store in  th e com m ercial
Karrada district, wh o asked
th at h is n am e n ot be used,
agreed. “Violen ce will n ever
leave us,” h e said. He poin t-
ed to h is n earby car th at
h ad on e of its win dows
sm ash ed. “A guard from  on e
of th e (m ilitary) con voys
broke th e win dow th ere, but
I still drive th e car. You see,
life goes on ,” h e said.

He said h e was in differ-
en t to wh eth er Am erican
troops stay or go. “With  or
with out th em , Iraq is Iraq.”

Back in  Gh adeer d istrict,
Sh am m eri said Iraqis were
n ot yet ready to take
ch arge: “We n eed m ore
tim e to see if we can  look
after ourselves.” As h e
spoke, h is gran dson  took
aim  at a car n um ber p late
an d m issed, h it t in g its win -
dow with  a ston e in stead.

“You see, we all n eed
m ore t im e an d pract ice,”
Sh am m eri said.

■ Abeer Mohammed is a
reporter in Baghdad who
writes for The Inst it ute for
War & Peace Report ing, a
nonprof it  organizat ion that
t rains journalist s in areas of
conflict . 
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