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COMMENTARY | U.S. REP. ERIC MASSA, D-CORNING

W hy I voted ‘No’
I n  th e past week, as

your represen tat ive, I
cast th ree im portan t

“n o” votes in  Con gress. I
voted again st th e expan -
sion  of th e State Depart-
m en t, again st $1.5 billion
in  un con trolled blan ket aid
to Pakistan , an d again st th e
m isn am ed “em ergen cy”
Iraq War Supplem en tal
Budget th at h as n ow grown
to over $100 billion .

Previously, I voted again st
th e adm in istrat ion ’s 
$90 billion -p lus Iraq spen d-
in g p lan  because we do n ot
h ave an  on goin g strategy
to brin g our troops h om e.
It  is also wron g to fun d th e
Un ited Nation s on  th e back
of th e Supplem en tal War
Bill, an d it  is even  m ore
flawed to use U.S. m ilitary
fun din g as a way to fun n el
m illion s to th e Palest in ian
police force. Th ere are
issues th at m erit  in dividual
con siderat ion .

After th e Sen ate m odified
th e bill to sen d billion s to
th e In tern ation al Mon etary
Fun d, th e House will n ow
h ave an oth er opportun ity
to vote on  it . My Repub-
lican  frien ds across th e aisle
h ave spen t th ousan ds of
dollars in  a n ew m ailin g
attackin g m e for “vot in g
again st th e troops,” for
opposin g furth er war
spen din g. Now th at m an y
of th ese sam e frien ds will
th em selves vote again st
th is bill, I won der wh eth er

th ey ch aracterize th is vote
in  th e sam e ligh t or will it
be m ore duplicity an d
spin ? Regardless of polit ical
pressure from  eith er side, I
will st ill oppose th is spen d-
in g package.

At a t im e wh en  th ou-
san ds h ere at h om e worry
day to day about feedin g
th eir fam ilies, I can n ot sup-
port sign ifican tly in creasin g
th e size of th e U.S. State
Departm en t abroad. Th is is
a t im e for all of us to do
m ore with  less, n ot m ore
with  m ore. I agree th at th e
dip lom atic arm  of our for-
eign  policy is a crit ical part
of our overseas outreach ,
but we m ust con serve our
fun din g. Now is n ot th e
m om en t to expan d our
govern m en t in  th is area –
especially n ot with out an
equal reduction  elsewh ere.

I also agree th at Pakistan
is a cen tral area of con cern ,
but I h ad to vote again st a
$1.5 billion  giveaway
wh ich  surren dered alm ost
all con trols as to h ow th is
m on ey would be spen t. In
fact, m y Republican  frien ds
argued th at even  a sm all
am oun t of fiscal con trol
was too m uch  an d sough t
to pass an  altern ative bill
with  absolutely n o con trol.
With out even  th e lim ited
con trol of th e stan dard U.S.
in tern ation al developm en t
program s bein g en forced,
we will h ave n o say an d n o
ability to kn ow wh ere our

m on ey is actually goin g.
Th is soun ds a lot like th e
Bush  Adm in istrat ion ’s ban k
bailout last Septem ber,
wh ich  I was also stron gly
again st.

Th e st im ulus bill, as con -
troversial as it  was, repre-
sen ted our on e best sh ot at
turn in g aroun d our econ o-
m y an d in ject in g in fra-
structure fun din g in to
local, state, an d federal
projects. In  th e last few
m on th s, we h ave n am ed
dozen s of projects wh ich
will create an d protect
7,500 jobs in  our d istrict
an d I am  proud to h ave
h elped pass th is package
wh ich  focused on  stren gth -
en in g th e Am erican  econ o-
m y. I join  th e Obam a
Adm in istrat ion  in  stat in g
th at we are goin g to try a
lot of solu t ion s. Som e will
fail, but m ost will succeed.

However, I broke with
th e adm in istrat ion  on  th ese
votes because I felt  stron gly
th at th ese bills take us in
th e wron g direct ion . As I
told th e adm in istrat ion , it
is n ot about part isan  poli-
t ics – it ’s about successfu l
policy, an d I defin e “suc-
cessfu l” as bein g in  th e best
in terests of th e fam ilies of
th e 29th  Con gression al
District an d of th e n ation .

■ U.S. Rep. Eric Massa, 
D-Corning, represents New
York’s 29th Congressional
Dist rict .

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Shame on Hornell
Animal Shelter

TO THE EDITOR | Katie
Bear, Misty, Dusty, Bru iser,
Oreo, Bucky, Dom in o, an d
Mutley. Th ese are just a
sm all port ion  of th e n am es
of fam ily dogs th at m y wife
an d I h ave own ed in  our life-
t im es. We are a h ard workin g
fam ily of 4 (two kids), th at
was turn ed down  to adopt
an  an im al sh elter dog. We
h ave a fen ced-in  yard
approxim ately 125 feet lon g
by 80 feet wide an d th ey said
our yard was too sm all for a
dog th at was h alf En glish
sh eep dog. Th e Horn ell an i-
m al sh elter took our applica-
t ion  an d decided we weren ’t
worth y to own  th is dog th at
th ey foun d wan derin g th e
roadside. Th e reason : Our
yard was too sm all. 

Tellin g us th at th at our
yard was too sm all for th is
dog (because h e is a h erdin g
dog) is just rid icu lous. Was
th is dog “h erdin g” wh en  it
was p icked up alon g side th e
road by th e an im al con trol
officer? I th in k n ot. By th eir

defin it ion , does th is m ean
we can ’t  own  a Sain t Bern ard
because we h ave n o on e in
th e back yard buried in  th e
sn ow to recover? Or own  a
beagle because we don ’t  h ave
an y rabbits in  th e yard to
h un t? Again  I say rid icu lous.

With  all th e foreclosures
an d un em ploym en t in
today’s econ om y, people are
aban don in g th eir an im als.
Sh elters are overflowin g with
pets left  beh in d to fen d for
th em selves. I guess th e 4 x 8
cage th ese dogs are in  are
better for th em  th an  m y 
125 x 80 “too sm all” yard.
For sh am e on  you Horn ell
An im al Sh elter. For sh am e,
for sh am e, for sh am e.

Ant hony Buckley
Hornell

Massa has history
of flip-flops

TO THE EDITOR | Mr.
Massa, it ’s n ice th at you h ave
a polit ical m ach in e th at cer-
tain ly gets you en ough  cov-
erage – on e of wh ich  is your

ability to use th e letters to
th e editor colum n  in  th e
Corn in g Leaderas a polit ical
soun din g board an d a p lat-
form  to correct your con -
st ituen ts. 

Well, m aybe th e term in ol-
ogy th at was used by Mr.
Brian  L. Miller was in correct,
perh aps th e word “two-step”
sh ouldn ’t  h ave been  used,
but “Flip  Flop” would h ave
been  m ore appropriate. Here
are th e facts. First you said
you wouldn ’t  take PAC
m on ey, th en , after th e elec-
t ion , you said you are n ow
takin g PAC m on ey. Durin g
th e elect ion , you said th e
Bush  spen din g polit ics are
ban kruptin g th e coun try,
th en  you vote for two of th e
biggest spen din g bills in  th e
h istory of th e coun try th at
are ban kruptin g m y daugh -
ter’s fu ture. You voted for
AIG bon uses an d th en  voted
again st our m ilitary’s appro-
priat ion s request because you
said it  was rush ed. 

Don ’t  you th in k you
sh ould’ve read th e fin e prin t
wh en  you voted for th e AIG
bon uses; you h ave already

flip-flopped m ore th an  an
om elet in  a fryin g pan , an d
yes, your days are n um bered.

M ichael Sweet
Bath

Don’t forget Smith’s
cont ribut ion

TO THE EDITOR |
Regardin g coverage of th e
Marth a Robertsh aw art
exh ibit  at th e Big Flats Town
Hall, let ’s n ot forget th at th e
in dividual wh o m ade th is
extraordin ary project possi-
ble was th e late Doroth y
Nowak Sm ith , wife of form er
State Sen . William  T. Sm ith .

Dorothy cham pioned the
preservation  of the Robert-
shaw oil pain tings and it was
th rough  her efforts that th is
rem arkable exam ple of folk art
cam e to the atten tion  of Ted
Arnold and h is fam ily. Kudos
to Bonn ifer Sm ith  Schweizer,
her daugh ter, for con tinuing
her m other’s efforts that cul-
m inated in  Sunday’s exh ibit.

Doroth y as usual n ever
gave up in  h er quest an d th is

project is yet an oth er exam -
ple of th e stam p sh e left  on
h er adopted com m un ity.

Kat e Fleisher
Big Flats

Many thanks to 
C-PP ret irees 

TO THE EDITOR | I would
like to th an k th e followin g
people, wh o served un der
m e as secon dary prin cipal in
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
District sum m er sch ool pro-
gram s, wh o are ret irin g th is
year.

■ Tom  Wilcox, driver edu-
cation  coordin ator.

■ Jan e Fen n , librarian .
■ Larry Spauldin g, En glish .
■ Steve Zielin ski, scien ce.
■ Marian n a Baker, En glish .
Con gratu lat ion s to all of

th em  for th eir m an y years in
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
District sum m er sch ool pro-
gram  an d th eir great con tri-
but ion s th ey h ave m ade to
education .

Fran Avagliano
Corning

China key
to progress
on N. Korea

A s North  Korea con tin -
ues to carry out dan -
gerous an d reckless

action s, Ch in a is set to p lay a
large an d im portan t role in
keepin g th e reclusive state in
ch eck.

Th e U.N. Security Coun cil is
expected to vote soon  on  a
draft resolution  th at will
en force stricter fin an cial san c-
tion s an d in spection s of North
Korean  cargo followin g th e
coun try’s secon d n uclear test.

Th e draft resolution  was
agreed on  by seven  n ation s:
th e five perm an en t Security
Coun cil m em bers – Britain ,
Ch in a, Fran ce, Russia an d th e
Un ited States – Japan , a n on -
perm an en t m em ber of th e
Security Coun cil; an d South
Korea, wh ich  is n ot a m em ber.

Th e Security Coun cil sh ould
adopt th e draft resolution
quickly an d un an im ously as a
display of th e in tern ation al
com m un ity’s stron g resolve to
take m ore strin gen t action s in
regard to North  Korea.

Th ree years ago, wh en  North
Korea con ducted its first
n uclear test, th e Security
Coun cil adopted Resolution
1718, wh ich  called on
Pyon gyan g to refrain  from
con ductin g n uclear tests an d
laun ch in g ballistic m issiles.
Th e resolution  also ban n ed th e
tran sfer an d supply of item s
th at could assist in  th e devel-
opm en t of n uclear weapon s
an d ballistic m issiles, as well as
proh ibitin g th e export of luxu-
ry goods to North  Korea.

Th at North  Korea h as
beh aved in  blatan t violat ion
of th e 2006 resolut ion  by
laun ch in g ballist ic m issiles
an d con ductin g an oth er
n uclear test sh ows th at th e
san ction s were n ot th orough -
ly im plem en ted an d th at th e
2006 resolut ion  existed in
n am e on ly.

In  an n oun cin g th at it  will
con duct m ore n uclear tests
an d laun ch  m ore lon g-ran ge
ballist ic m issiles, North  Korea
appears to be steppin g up its
provocative act ion s. Th e
in tern ation al com m un ity
m ust form  a firm  allian ce to
rein  in  North  Korea, wh ich
aim s to un veil a n uclear arse-
n al as a fait  accom pli.

Regardin g cargo h eadin g to
an d from  North  Korea, th e
draft  resolut ion  calls for U.N.
m em ber n ation s to in spect
vessels suspected of carryin g
ban n ed item s with in  th eir
territories, in cludin g seaports
an d airports. Th e draft  resolu-
t ion  perm its cargo in spec-
t ion s on  th e h igh  seas if th e
flag state of th e vessel
exten ds approval.

Th e draft  does n ot out lin e
specific obligat ion s for each
coun try or allow for m an da-
tory in spection s on  th e h igh
seas. However, th e draft  car-
ries m ore defin it ive clauses
th an  th at of Resolut ion  1718,
wh ich  asks all m em ber coun -
tries to cooperate in  takin g
join t act ion  if n ecessary.

Ch in a’s in volvem en t is
absolutely in dispen sable, as
th at n at ion  is North  Korea’s
largest tradin g partn er an d
sh ares a border. We h ope th at
Ch in a will act appropriately.

Th e draft, m ean wh ile,
would im plem en t fin an cial
san ction s by n ot on ly freezin g
fin an cial tran saction s an d
assets of North  Korean  en tit ies
an d in dividuals to stop th em
from  con tributin g to th e
coun try’s n uclear an d ballistic
m issile developm en t, but also
would restrict an y n ew loan s
or fin an cial assistan ce.

Wh ile Japan  an d th e
Un ited States sough t to h ave
stricter san ction s in cluded in
th e draft  resolut ion , Ch in a
m ain tain ed its cautious
stan ce. Th e draft  resolut ion ,
th erefore, is th e product of a
com prom ise between  th e
th ree n ation s. However, its
con ten ts sh ould be regarded
as a step forward.

Speculation  on  wh o will
succeed Kim  Jon g Il as North
Korea’s leader also h as drawn
m uch  atten tion , an d th e
coun try h as been  adoptin g
m ore h ard-lin e policies th at
place priority on  th e m ilitary.
Con cern s over Kim ’s h ealth
m ay un derlie th is sh ift. A clos-
er eye n eeds to be kept on
North  Korea’s precarious state.

■ Letters should be typed 
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number. No letters will be
published unless verified with
the author in person or by
telephone. 
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■ The publication of any letter
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■ All letters become the
property of The Leader and
cannot be returned to sender.
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A special com m ittee is
expected to recom -
m en d a p lan  Th urs-

day in  th e latest attem pt to
get an  acceptable solu t ion  to
th e agin g sch ool bu ild in gs in
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
sch ool d istrict.

Or, m aybe n ot.
Th e com m ittee h as m et

n um erous t im es over th e past
several m on th s to fin d th e
an swer to th e district ’s facili-
t ies n eeds th at h as been  elu-
sive for th e last decade.
Superin ten den t Mike Gin alski
wan ts th e com m ittee’s pro-
posal soon  so it  can  be pre-
sen ted to th e sch ool board
on  Ju ly 1, with  a possible d is-
trictwide referen dum  som e-
t im e in  Decem ber.

Th at  wou ld  give d ist rict
an d  board  officials several
m on th s to  h ash  th rough  th e
p lan  an d even tually sell th e
idea to  residen ts. Gin alski is
target in g Decem ber for a
vote because state aid  for
bu ild in g p ro jects will
ch an ge soon  after an d  push -
in g a p ro ject  start  t im e
beyon d th e 2010 bu ild in g
season  wou ld  in crease th e
cost  o f th e p ro ject .

So, t im in g is im portan t.
But it  takes a back seat to

fin din g th e righ t proposal, at
th e righ t cost, th at 60 percen t
of th e voters will accept. Th at
m argin  is n eeded because th e
cost of wh atever solu t ion  is
presen ted will alm ost certain -
ly exceed th e district ’s spen d-
in g lim it  set by th e state. If
th e com m ittee n eeds m ore
tim e to forge th e righ t p lan ,
it  sh ould take it .

How to m odern ize th e dis-
trict ’s facilit ies h as been  a
issue – an d at t im es a d ivisive
on e – for at least a decade.
Th ree proposals h ave failed
to com e to fru it ion , in clud-
in g th e Option  2 p lan  th at
was approved by voters but
sh ot down  by th e state edu-
cation  com m ission er.

Not on ly does th e com m it-
tee h ave to deal with  th at
h istory, but its task is m ore
difficu lt  by devisin g a facili-
t ies p lan  in  con cert with  clos-
in g som e sch ools. It ’s widely
recogn ized th at 13 bu ild in gs
in  a d istrict wh ere en rollm en t
h as declin ed is too m an y. 

But th e big question  is
wh at sch ools to close? 

Of th e th ree option s th e
com m ittee is con siderin g,
two would close both  m iddle
sch ools an d two elem en tary
sch ools. Studen ts would th en
be sh ifted to exist in g sch ools
an d th e district would be rid
of th e two facilit ies – Corn in g
Free Academ y an d North side
Blodgett – th at require th e
m ost ren ovation . 

A th ird p lan  would close
on ly two elem en tary sch ools
an d keep th e exist in g m iddle
sch ools open . 

Est im ated costs for each  of
th e th ree p lan s ran ge from
$155 m illion  to $166 m illion .
Th e am oun t of state aid each
plan  would receive an d th e
im pact on  local taxes is obvi-
ously a h uge con siderat ion
for th e com m ittee, th e sch ool
board an d residen ts.

Future en rollm en t is
expected to drop, so if righ t-
sizin g th e n um ber of sch ools
alon g with  realizin g som e
savin gs are goals, th en  it
would m ake sen se to sh utter
as m an y sch ools as possible.
Wh ile th at m igh t m ake th e
m ost sen se fin an cially, it  also
raises th e risk of alien atin g
m ore voters sin ce district  resi-
den ts h ave proven  th ey like
th eir n eigh borh ood sch ools.
Folks m igh t agree th at
sch ools h ave to be closed, but
n ot th e on es closest to th em
wh ere th eir kids go.

Th e com m ittee h as a lot to
con sider in  wh atever p lan  it
ch ooses. We look forward to
th e option  it  selects on
Th ursday, or wh en ever it
reach es th at decision .

THE ISSUE | Awaiting the next plan to improve the schools in
the Corning-Painted Post school district.

OUR OPINION | Whether it comes this Thursday or
sometime after, the plan must meet the future needs of the

district at an affordable cost.

NATIONAL VIEW | 
YOMIURI SHIMBUN

/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=4A&date=2009-06-16&pub=
mailto:jdunning@the-leader.com

