
OPINION
TheLEADER

FRIDAY | JULY 3 | 2009 | PAGE 4A

Dennis Bruen |  Publisher
Joe Dunning |  Managing Editor
34 WEST PULTENEY STREET | CORNING | NEW YORK

ARTIST’S VIEWC-PP board
m oves forward
with  new leader

THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Dennis Bruen | Publisher

Joe Dunning | Managing Editor

Stella DuPree | Assistant Managing Editor

COMMENTARY | DAVID YARNOLD

Energy independence is way to go

On  In depen den ce
Day, 2009,
Am erica fin ds its

econ om ic fu ture t ied to th e
wh im s of un stable, an d
som etim es, h ost ile foreign
powers wh o con trol our
en ergy supply. Alth ough  we
con sum e 25 percen t of th e
world ’s oil, we possess on ly
th ree percen t of th e world ’s
reserves. In  April alon e, we
im ported 375 m illion  bar-
rels of oil, at a cost of 
$18.6 billion . Th is 4th  of
Ju ly, wh at better way to cel-
ebrate Am erica’s birth day
th an  to declare en ergy
in depen den ce an d seize
con trol of our econ om ic
destin y? Th e Clean  En ergy
an d Security Act of 2009,
just passed by th e House of
Represen tat ives, offers
Am erica an  un preceden ted
path  forward. In  addit ion
to wean in g us off foreign
oil, th e bill will also create
a flood of n ew jobs as we
con vert our econ om y to
clean  en ergy.

How? Th e Act will put a
cap, or ceilin g, on  carbon
pollu t ion , th e green h ouse
gas th at causes global
warm in g, gen erat in g
dem an d for clean er en ergy
sources an d th e jobs n eed-
ed to m ake th em . A sin gle
win d turbin e, for exam ple,
con tain s 250 ton s of steel
an d 8,000 parts, from  ball
bearin gs an d electron ic
con trols to gearboxes. Jobs
m an ufacturin g th ose parts
can  be created righ t h ere in
Am erica, especially in  our

Midwestern  m an ufacturin g
h eart lan d. If we do th is
righ t, we can  export th ese
tech n ologies to Ch in a an d
th e rest of th e world.

Oppon en ts of th e Clean
En ergy an d Security Act
m an y of th em  so stuck in
th e past th at th ey don ’t
even  ackn owledge th e sci-
en tific reality of global
warm in g are tryin g to bu lly
con sum ers with  th e sam e
old solu t ion -free scare tac-
t ics. Th ey warn  of outra-
geous in creases in  en ergy
costs based on  distort ion s
an d discredited studies.
Both  th e EPA an d th e
Con gression al budget office
say th at, un der th e Act, th e
average h ouseh old will pay
about 12 cen ts m ore a day
th e cost of brewin g a pot of
coffee. Th at’s n oth in g n ext
to th e costs of doin g n oth -
in g, wh ich  would be
beyon d calcu lat ion .

Global clim ate ch an ge is
a n ation al security issue
n ot on ly because of eco-
n om ic th reats, but also
because it  would create a
m ore un stable world.
Scien tists say th at global
clim ate ch an ge will lead to
severe drough ts, m ore
in ten se storm s, an d sh ift in g
agricu ltural pattern s all fac-
tors th at can  lead to eco-
n om ic uph eaval an d dis-
ruption , part icu larly in
developin g coun tries.

Clim ate ch an ge is wh at
people wh o study n ation al
security call a “th reat m ul-
t ip lier,” m ean in g it  will

in ten sify problem s th at
already th reaten  us. We’ll
see m ore crop failures,
fam in e, an d disease, lead-
in g to m ass m igrat ion s of
people across borders, an d
m ore frequen t wars over
n atural resources like water.
To m ake m atters worse,
m uch  of th is will h appen
in  region s already on  th e
brin k. In  volat ile n at ion s,
govern m en ts will be m ore
likely to fail, an d extrem -
ism  an d terrorism  could
well fill th e void.

In  a recen t report, eleven
ret ired U.S. adm irals an d
gen erals cited th at growin g
in stability from  clim ate
ch an ge is leadin g to greater
U.S. m ilitary operat ion s
abroad. Gen eral Gordon
Sullivan , form er Ch ief of
Staff of th e Un ited States
Arm y, h as said, “We h ave
to act n ow (on  global cli-
m ate ch an ge) if we are to
avoid th e worst effects.”
Th is Fourth  of Ju ly, let ’s
h ave a vote on  en ergy in de-
pen den ce th at would m ake
our Foun ders proud. It ’s up
to th e Sen ate n ow to pass
pass th e Clean  En ergy an d
Security Act of 2009. An d
your voice m atters.
Sen ators can  be foun d at
h ttp:/ /www.sen ate.gov/gen -
eral/con tact – in form a-
t ion /sen ators – cfm .cfm .

■ David Yarnold is execut ive
director of t he Environmen-
tal Defense Fund (www.edf.org).
He can be reached at
dyarnold@edf.org.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Perham unfair 
to Farrand

TO THE EDITOR | After
readin g th e art icle in  The
Leader, I feel th at I n eed to
question  th e in form ation
th at Mary Perh am  h as con -
cern in g Dan  Farran d’s con -
n ection  to District 10. I
don ’t  kn ow wh y an yon e
sh ould be surprised by h er
art icle because sh e is very
n egative wh en  it  com es to
report in g an yth in g th at
Farran d does.

Sh e does h ave th e part
righ t about h im  graduatin g
from  Can isteo in  1974, but
sh e did n ot tell about th e
am oun t of t im e h e spen t
durin g h is ch ildh ood an d
th at upon  h is com plet ion
of college in  1982, h e bu ilt
a h om e on  th e fam ily lan d
in  Rath bon e.

Yes, h e was a residen t of
Can isteo, but h e spen t just
as m uch  t im e h ere. As a
ch ild, Dan  an d h is fam ily
own ed lan d in  Rath bon e
an d farm ed th e lan d for
m an y years. I kn ow th is to
be a fact because I am  a
lifelon g residen t of
Rath bon e an d I h elped on
th e Farran d farm  durin g
th e sum m er m on th s for
years. Dan  was in  Rath bon e
about every weeken d,
sch ool vacation , an d dur-
in g th e sum m er, workin g
th e farm  with  h is dad,
broth ers an d oth er local
frien ds. If Mary Perh am
ch ecks, sh e will fin d th at

th e fam ily own ed property
in  th e town  of Rath bon e
an d paid taxes from  th e
late 1950s th rough  th e
early ’80s an d Dan  h as paid
property taxes in  Rath bon e
sin ce I believe 1982.

Ms. Perh am  also says th at
h e will n ot talk to th e
m edia; well in  MY OPIN-
ION, I th in k if an yon e
ch ecks in to th at statem en t,
th at it  pertain s to HER,
everyth in g th at h e h as said
in  th e past couple of years
sh e h as twisted. I wouldn ’t
com m en t eith er.

I th ough t th at th ere was
to be un biased report in g,
but wh en  it  com es to sh e
an d Farran d, it  is obvious
to th is reader th at sh e cer-
tain ly h as a ven detta
again st h im . Durin g th e
past couple of years m y
fam ily an d I h ave h ad to
read h er n egative rem arks
an d often  won dered wh y
sh e didn ’t  m en tion  th e
good th at h e h as don e for
th e people in  th e com m u-
n it ies th at h e is represen t-
in g. Sh e h as atten ded sever-
al of th e m eetin gs an d
kn ows wh at is goin g on  but
n ot report in g it .

Person ally, I th in k due to
Dan ’s in volvem en t with
past legislators an d oth er
govern m en t officials; h e
h as been  very ben eficial to
th e residen ts of Rath bon e
an d th e surroun din g com -
m un it ies in  District 10.

Eric Bump
Addison

Farmers thank
Massa for ‘no’ vote

TO THE EDITOR |
Farm ers in  Con gression al
District 29 would like to
th an k Rep. Eric Massa for
vot in g again st H.R. 2454,
th e so-called “Clim ate
Ch an ge Bill,” wh ich  will
h ave a d isastrous im pact on
agricu lture.

New York Farm  Bureau
stron gly opposes th is legis-
lat ion . It  will dram atically
in crease already skyrocket-
in g fuel prices an d sen d
feed prices soarin g.

Far worse, it  will cause a
$5 billion  per year loss in
n ation wide farm  in com e by
2020, essen tially ru in in g
th e fu ture for youn g farm -
ers in  New York.

Th e bill largely ign ores
th e fact th at agricu lture h as
a n et posit ive im pact on
th e ecology an d th e ozon e.
But th e fact th at it  ign ores
th e econ om ic realit ies of
rural Am erica m akes it  even
worse.

Fortun ately, Rep. Massa is
well in  tun e with  th e ch al-
len ges of th e farm  fam ilies
of h is d istrict . We’re glad
h e’s on  our side.

Con gressm an , th an k you
for stan din g up for New
York’s farm  fam ilies.

Dean Norton, President
New York Farm Bureau

Strengthen  SEC to
deter next Madoff

W ith  a 150-year
prison  sen ten ce
on  Mon day,

Bern ard  Madoff got  wh at  h e
h ad com in g to  h im  – an d
certain ly m ore th an  en ough
to guaran tee th at  th e 71-
year-o ld  m aster swin d ler will
d ie in  p rison , n ot  in  th e
Ham pton s.

U.S. Dist rict  Judge Den n y
Ch in  said  th e m axim um
pen alty for Madoff’s fin an -
cial crim es, wh ich  h e called
“evil” an d  “staggerin g,” was
in ten ded to sen d a m essage.
Bu t  a st iff sen ten ce, wh ile
sat isfyin g, is n o subst itu te
for vigilan t  regu lators as a
deterren ce to  th e Pon zi
sch em es th at  Madoff creat -
ed . St ren gth en in g th e
Securit ies an d Exch an ge
Com m ission  – rep lacin g its
leadersh ip  an d in creasin g
fun d in g – m ust  be a p riority
for Con gress an d Presiden t
Barack Obam a as th ey look
to pu rge fraud  an d rein  in
excess th at  th reaten ed th e
n at ion ’s fin an cial system .

Madoff was an  exam ple of
a b ig sh ot  wh o appeared  to
be too big to  in vest igate.
Th e SEC passed on  serious
in vest igat ion s of Madoff
desp ite wh at  th e agen cy’s

in spector gen eral ackn owl-
edges were serious an d cred i-
b le allegat ion s, over several
years, o f t rouble. Th e SEC
sh ou ld  h ave been  susp icious
of th e un broken  10 percen t-
p lus an n ual retu rn s th at
Madoff guaran teed, even  in
h ard  t im es, an d  of th e t in y,
un kn own  aud it in g firm  th at
Madoff, wh o reported  $17
billion  in  assets, em p loyed.

Th e federal govern m en t
est im ates th at  Madoff’s pyra-
m id  fraud , in  wh ich  h e paid
off earlier in vestors with
n ewer in vestors’ m on ey,
to taled  $65 billion , alth ough
it  will take years to  sort  it  all
ou t . So far on ly h e an d h is
accoun tan t  face crim in al
ch arges, alth ough  oth ers,
in clud in g execu t ives at  bro-
kerage firm s h e favored , m ay
h ave been  in  on  th e gam e.
Wh at ’s clear is th at  h e
duped n ot  on ly ven erable
ban ks, un iversit ies, un ion
pen sion  fun ds an d th e rich
an d fam ous, bu t  also h un -
dreds of sm all-t im e
in vestors. For th ose wh o lost
th eir h om es, th eir life’s sav-
in gs an d th eir security,
Madoff’s life sen ten ce is co ld
com fort .

Entire N.Y.
Senate must be

turned out

I f on ly th ere really was
such  a th in g as m agic.

Th en  all we’d h ave to do is
ch an t a few obscure ph rases,
stir a foul-sm ellin g pot of
assorted h erbs an d presto! – th e
wh ole New York State Sen ate
would van ish  in to th in  air.

Un fortun ately, it  can ’t  be
don e.

But I’m  n ot alon e in  wish -
in g. “Bob,”
wrote reader
Bill
Woodworth
of Pain ted
Post, “I th in k
your colum n s
regardin g th e
NYS Sen ate
problem s
goin g on  in
Alban y h ave
h it th e n ail

righ t on  th e h ead an d I agree
with  you th at th ey n eed to be
voted out.

“Maybe th e t im e is righ t for
term  lim its to be en acted, but
th is t im e let th e people vote
on  it  – NOT Alban y,” h e said.
“Th an ks for a great colum n .”

Th an k you for th e kin d
words, Bill, but I h ope every-
on e rem em bers th at we m ust
get rid of each  an d every sin -
gle m em ber of th e curren t
batch  of power-seekin g m is-
fits. An d we m ust be extrem e-
ly carefu l wh o we elect n ext
year to replace th em .

Th e Sen ate m ess tru ly can ’t
be blam ed exclusively on  on e
party, alth ough  th e Republi-
can s started it  wh en , usin g
two Dem ocrat turn coats, th ey
tried to overturn  th e results of
last fall’s elect ion .

Th e Dem ocrats, h owever,
were n o better, usin g every
ch eap trick th ey could th in k
of in cludin g turn in g off th e
ligh ts in  th e Sen ate Ch am ber,
lockin g out th e oth er party
an d “passin g” legislation  th is
week on  th e lam e excuse th at
an  obscure ru le of procedure
m ade a Republican  coun t as
“presen t” sim ply because a
locked door forced h im  to take
a sh ortcut th rough  th e room .

Th e list  is en dless – on  both
sides. So th is goes to prove
th at n obody curren tly h old in g
office in  th e Sen ate sh ould be
trusted to clean  out cuspidors
in  a Wild West saloon .

OK, som e of you say – but
wh at about our own  state sen -
ator, George Win n er?

Sorry, gan g, but George is
on e of th ose wh o m ust go
first because h e was – an d is –
an  im portan t part of th e
“leadersh ip” of th e party
wh ich  en gin eered th is wh ole
m ess in  th e first p lace.

George h as used h is tradi-
t ion al free Opin ion  Page space
in  th is n ewspaper for weeks
n ow, tryin g to just ify wh at’s
goin g on .

He speaks of “reform ” an d
“tran sparen cy” an d all th e
oth er curren t buzz words for
reform .

But n ot on ce does h e adm it
th at th is wh ole busin ess start-
ed out as a power grab an d
th at’s wh at h as kept it  alive
for th e past th ree weeks.

He would h ave you believe
th at h e’s batt lin g for th e
upstate area because it ’s been
forgotten  by th e Dem ocrats.

But h e pays n o m in d to th e
fact th at th e GOP ign ored th e
down state Dem ocrats for gen -
erat ion s.

Th e on ly th in g eith er party
wan ts is th e power to con trol
th e Sen ate an d th e ability to
siph on  taxpayer m on ey to
th eir pet local projects
because th at ’s th e power con -
trol autom atically con fers.

Power an d m on ey – th at ’s
all eith er party is figh t in g for
an d th e losers are every tax-
payer in  New York state wh ose
in terests h ave been  utterly
ign ored durin g weeks of
m in dless blusterin g.

Th row th e bum s out – with -
out exception .

Th at’s th e on ly solution  to a
problem  th at would h ave n ever
developed in  th e first place.

If on ly every sin gle sen ator
wasn ’t so dam n ed greedy, we
wouldn ’t be h ere today. But
th ey are – an d we are – an d it’s
tim e for th em  to depart.

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002), can
be reached at  theinsider1@
aol.com or write c/ o The Leader,
P.O. Box 1017, Corning, N.Y.,
14830. He is also periodic co-host
of the “Coleman & Co.” public
affairs TV program, which airs at
10 a.m. and 10 p.m. Sundays on
WETM.2.

■ Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed.  

■ Letters must be signed and
include an address and phone
number. No letters will be
published unless verified with
the author in person or by
telephone. 

■ Letters may be edited for
space considerations.

■ The publication of any letter
is at the discretion of the editor. 

■ All letters become the
property of The Leader and
cannot be returned to sender.

Mail your let ters to:
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Th e ch an ge in  leader-
sh ip on  th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post sch ool

board dem on strates th e n ew
approach  bein g taken  to
address th e lin gerin g prob-
lem s in  th e district .

Tom  Tam m aro is th e n ew
fron tm an  for th e sch ool
board h avin g been  n am ed
presiden t Wedn esday to suc-
ceed Bill Carlson  wh o led th e
board for four years.

Tam m aro’s select ion  con -
t in ues a tren d of n ew district
leadersh ip followin g Mike
Gin alski bein g n am ed super-
in ten den t last year. Tam m aro
h as been  on  th e board for
on ly on e year, wh ich  m ean s
h e h as n o t ies to previous
adm in istrat ion s th at h ave, at
t im es, been  un popular.

Tam m aro is a ret ired sch ool
teach er wh o kn ows th e edu-
cation  system . More of an
asset, h owever, is h is polit ical
experien ce h avin g served 15
years as th e Erwin  town
supervisor at a t im e wh en  th e
town  wen t th rough  large-
scale developm en t an d
im provem en t.

Drawin g on  th at h istory
sh ould be usefu l in  fin ally
fin din g a workable p lan  to
th e decade-old problem  of

fixin g som e of th e district ’s
agin g sch ools an d closin g
oth ers. Togeth er with
Gin alski, th ey are th e n ew
blood n ow respon sible for
fin din g th e righ t an swers.

In  with  th e n ew also
exten ds to th e approach  th e
sch ool board is takin g in
devisin g a facilit ies im prove-
m en t p lan  th at will be
approved at th e ballot box.
Th e sch ool board, a special
com m ittee it  created, an d th e
district staff set out earlier
th is year to craft  a p lan  th at
m axim ized state aid, th ereby
m in im izin g th e im pact on
local taxes.

Alth ough  previous facilit ies
plan s h ad m ade th e effect on
sch ool taxes a priority, th ey
were n ot th e drivin g force
beh in d an y bu ild in g strategy.
Now, th e sch ool board is con -
siderin g th ree proposals th at
h ave n o im pact on  local
taxes.

Wh atever proposal is
selected by th e sch ool board,
it ’ll be up to d istrict  officials
to th en  sell th e idea to resi-
den ts. Havin g fresh  p itch m en
like Gin alski an d Tam m aro
m ay m ake th e differen ce.

THE ISSUE | Tom Tammaro is named Corning-Painted Post
school board president.

OUR OPINION | Tammaro and Ginalski form a new 
team to pitch a new plan to residents on fixing the 

district’s aging schools.

Bob Rolfe
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