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Something is
better than

nothing

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

W h at do th e
n ation al debate
on  reform in g

h ealth  care an d th e latest
facilit ies proposal offered by
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
sch ool d istrict  h ave in  com -

m on ?
It ’s th at I

feel th e sam e
about both
of th em , an d
I bet oth ers
do, too.
Wh ich  is:
Th in gs are so
bad, th at
wh atever is
don e to fix

th em  will be an  im prove-
m en t.

Th at soun ds desperate, but
con sider just h ow far gon e
both  th e h ealth  care system
an d C-PP sch ools are an d it ’s
h ard n ot to feel th at any rea-
son able solu t ion  would m ake
th in gs better. 

Everyon e agrees th at both
are bad an d n eed fixin g; get-
t in g th ere h as been  th e tough
part. I say we can ’t  lose if we
just try som eth in g.

Th e problem  with  h ealth
care in suran ce is th at 47 m il-
lion  Am erican s don ’t  h ave it ,
th e prem ium s for th ose wh o
do keep risin g faster th an  th e
rate of in flat ion  an d th e
in suran ce com pan ies are
m akin g a killin g.

Th e system  is fun dam en tal-
ly broken , can ’t  be self-cor-
rected an d n eeds to be fixed.
Everyon e agrees som eth in g
n eeds to be don e. 

Th e solu t ion ?
Obam a’s p lan  would

address th ose problem s, an d
m aybe create som e n ew on es
alon g th e way. Som e altern a-
t ives probably would do just
as well. 

Wh eth er th e solu t ion  is
offered by Dem ocrats,
Republican s, liberals or con -
servatives isn ’t  im portan t to
m e, alth ough  I kn ow it  is to
th em .

Just gett in g a solu t ion  in
place is wh at m atters. Later
on , if it  appears th e p lan  isn ’t
workin g qu ite righ t, it  can  be
adjusted so th at it  does work.
Heath  care is som eth in g
th at’s been  a work in
progress, an yway.

As for th e C-PP sch ools,
again , everyon e agrees th ey’re
in  bad sh ape an d th at th ere’s
too m an y of th em  because
en rollm en t h as declin ed, an d
will con tin ue to declin e.

Moreover, if th e facilit ies
aren ’t  fixed, th e quality of
education  will suffer an d
m ore fam ilies, both  n ew an d
establish ed, will elect n ot to
live in  th e district.

Th e solu t ion ?
Th e on e n ow on  th e table –

Altern ative C – is pretty good
but m ust receive at least 60
percen t voter approval on
Dec. 15. Th at’s a tall order for
an y sch ool d istrict , but part ic-
u larly in  C-PP, wh ich  first rec-
ogn ized its problem s 30 years
ago an d h as failed several
t im es in  th e last 10 years to
solve th em .

Altern ative C was selected
over two oth er p lan s by th e
sch ool board last m on th  for
several reason s, but m ostly
because it  would accom plish
th e m ost with out raisin g local
taxes. In  a sen se, it  offers
m ore for less.

Now, sch ool officials adm it
Altern ative C is n ot a perfect
p lan . It  h as flaws an d it  pro-
poses to close som e sch ools,
wh ich  will surely frustrate
studen ts, paren ts an d staff
wh o use th em . 

But it  m ay be th e best way
for th e district to fin ally go
from  th e Ston e Age in to th e
21st cen tury on  m an y fron ts.
Also, Altern ative C creates
equity for m ore studen ts th an
th e oth er p lan s would pro-
vide.

So I th in k it ’s t im e both  of
th ese issues were resolved so
we can  m ove on  to oth er
th in gs.
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ARTIST’S VIEWJustice, not
com passion , for
airplane bom ber
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Setting the record straight

I wan ted to take th is
opportun ity to speak
direct ly to you, th e

con stituen ts of New York's
29th  Con gression al District .
Th ere is a video of m e
speakin g, wh ich  h as been
cut, sp liced an d p layed out
of con text both  locally an d
n ation ally. It ’s t im e to set
th e record straigh t.

In  th e last week th ere
h ave been  coun tless accusa-
t ion s levied again st m e, m y
posit ion  on  h ealth  care
reform  an d m y support for
th is d istrict . I wan t you to
kn ow th at I h ave always
voted for th e best possible
outcom e for th is region
an d I believe th at m y
action s over th e past eigh t
m on th s speak louder th an
an y out of con text h alf-sen -
ten ce ever can . 

For exam ple, wh en
Con gress was debatin g th e
Cap an d Trade bill, I was
called in  to m eet with
Presiden t Obam a th e n igh t
before th e vote. He wan ted
m y vote, but I refused
because I h ad con cern s
with  th e bill an d because
con stituen t respon se was
overwh elm in gly again st it .
Con trary to wh at som e
h ave said, th is was n ot a
“give away” vote, but
rath er on e of th e closest
an d h ardest fough t votes in
Con gress th us far.

Wh en  th is h ealth  care

debate began , I again  stood
up an d argued th at m em -
bers of Con gress sh ould
h ave th e opportun ity to
return  to th eir d istricts to
h old open  an d public town
h all m eetin gs to h ear from
th eir con stituen ts. Th e
leadersh ip wan ted a vote in
Ju ly, but I an d oth ers
dem an ded a ch an ce for all
of us to h ear from  our con -
st ituen ts first.

Th e n ews h as reported
th at I am  th e on ly area
m em ber of Con gress wh o is
h old in g th ese m eetin gs. In
fact, by th e t im e August is
over, I will h ave h eld 52 of
th ese m eetin gs – som e of
wh ich  h ave gon e on  for 4.5
h ours so th at every ques-
t ion  can  be an swered.

Fin ally, I wan t to clarify
wh at I was discussin g in
th is recen t video. If you
read th e en tire tran script,
wh ich  your con gression al
office would be h appy to
provide for you, you will
see th at I voiced m y oppo-
sit ion  to H.R. 3200, th e
House version  of th e cur-
ren t h ealth  care bill. I also
rein forced m y support for
H.R. 676, a bill th at I h ave
been  on  th e record sup-
port in g for m ore th an  five
years, but is n ot on  th e
table for a vote.

Few realize th at alm ost
h alf of th e con stituen ts of
th is con gression al d istrict

live in  th e Roch ester area
wh ere support for HR 3200
is overwh elm in g. If m y
frien ds an d n eigh bors in
th e South ern  Tier always
wan t m e to vote for th e
perceived popular sen ti-
m en t th en  th e m ore rural
areas of th is d istrict  will
always be frustrated. Th us,
carefu l t im e-con sum in g
con siderat ion  sh ould
always trum p pan derin g.
Th is is wh y I h ave read th e
bill four t im es an d base m y
opin ion s on  th e facts in  it .

Don 't  let th e pun dits or
spin m eisters fool you by
usin g h alf of on e sen ten ce
as a basis of attack. I am
your represen tat ive in
Con gress an d I take all
op in ion s an d views 
seriously. I welcom e your
in put an d h ope to h ear
from  you at on e of our
upcom in g town  h all m eet-
in gs, on  th e In tern et at
m assa.h ouse.gov, or in  per-
son  at on e of your d istrict
con gression al offices.I am
n obody’s con gressm an  but
yours, an d I work for you –
all of you. Th e on ly way I
kn ow h ow to do th is is by
listen in g to as m an y people
as possible an d th en  act in g
as th ough tfu lly as I can .

■ U.S. Rep. Eric Massa
represents the 29th
Congressional Dist rict .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Farrand gets
things done

TO THE EDITOR | Th e
th in g th at ’s been  m ost
im pressive to m e about
Coun ty Legislature Dan
Farran d is h is willin gn ess to
listen  an d th en  get a
respon se from  govern m en t. 

A qu ick exam ple: I
atten ded on e of Dan ’s regu-
lar town  h all m eetin gs in
Woodh ull. At th at m eetin g
we brough t a situat ion
in volvin g th e con dit ion  of
local sidewalks to Dan ’s
atten t ion  – it  was som e-
th in g we felt  was th e coun -
ty’s respon sibility to
address. Dan  carefu lly
h eard our con cern s, qu ickly
gave th e issue h is fu ll atten -
t ion , an d th en  m ade sure
th e coun ty provided th e
n ecessary repairs. I th in k
it ’s exactly th e way govern -
m en t n eeds to work, but
it ’s defin itely n ot th e way
th at govern m en t works
often  en ough .

It ’s been  m y experien ce
th at Dan  Farran d gets gov-
ern m en t to work th e way it
sh ould, an d so I’m  glad to
be able to support h is re-
elect ion  to th e Steuben
Coun ty Legislature. Dan
Farran d gets th e job don e.

Th at’s wh at h e’s all about.
Please join  m e in  sup-

port in g Dan  Farran d,
District 10, Steuben  Coun ty
Legislature.

Pat  Calkins
Woodhull

New paint , 
not  new taxes

TO THE EDITOR |  Th ere
is an  old adage, “New pain t
on  an  old barn  does won -
ders.” Just look at us n ow!
Ham m on dsport h as taken
off. Th ere is n ew pain t on
build in gs aroun d th e
Village Square in cludin g
th e Village Tavern , th e den -
t ist office, an d Cin n am on
Stick; a n ew store fron t of
Crooked Lake Ice Cream ;
n ew sh ops such  as
Lim eberry an d Som ers Art
an d Fram e; p lus n ew eater-
ies, Green h ouse Cafe,
Un ion  Block Italian  Bistro
an d Con eh eads. Top th at
off with  a ban dstan d
m akeover!

People from  everywh ere
are everywh ere aroun d
town . B&B’s are run n in g at
fu ll capacity. We h ave even
com e close to h eavy traffic.
Ch am ber even ts are draw-

in g crowds. Everyon e is in
good spirits. I saw our local
policem an  give assistan ce
to som eon e with  a broken
down  boat trailer on
William  Street. He wen t to
a local garage an d return ed
with  a m ech an ic to h elp
th e boat own er. You can ’t
beat th at!

Wh o n eeds st im ulus
m on ey? Ham m on dsport
h as a st im ulus att itude!

Havin g said th at, I m ust
com m en t on  th e SCCVB
(Steuben  Coun ty
Con feren ce an d Visitors
Bureau) suggestion  th at we
h ave a 2 percen t room  tax
h ike to in crease th e n um -
ber of visitors to th e area.
New York seem s to h ave
th e att itude th at if th ere is
a problem , tax it .

I say try a lit t le “pain t on
th e old barn .” Create a
st im ulus att itude. Greet
people with  en th usiasm
n ot tax in creases.
En th usiasm  is con tagious.
If you don ’t  believe it ,
com e to Ham m on dsport
an d catch  som e. However,
p lease don ’t  raise our taxes!

Dick and Pat t y
Leonberger

Blushing Rose Bed and Breakfast
Hammondsport

Banks m ust try harder

Earlier th is m on th , th e
n ation ’s m ortgage
len ders received a

report card on  th eir participa-
tion  in  a n ation al effort to
stop h om e foreclosures. Man y
of th em  flun ked.

Keep th at in  m in d n ext
tim e you h ear th at th e reces-
sion  is easin g. Th e econ om ic
slide began  with  a collapse of
th e h ousin g m arket an d it ’s
n ot likely to m ake a solid
recovery un til th e h ousin g
m arket stabilizes. Th at will
require m ortgage len ders to
get serious about h elpin g
h om eown ers wh o h ave fallen
beh in d on  th eir paym en ts,
an d so far th ey aren ’t sh owin g
m uch  en th usiasm .

Alon g with  Nevada,
Californ ia an d Arizon a,
Florida h as seen  m ore turm oil
in  its h ousin g m arket th an
m ost states.

Florida accoun ted for 18
percen t, or n early on e in  five,
of th e 1,528,364 properties
with  foreclosure filin gs report-
ed n ation wide h alfway
th rough  th e year. No surprise:
Broward Coun ty led th e state
with  36,654 properties with
foreclosure filin gs durin g th e
first six m on th s of 2009.
Miam i-Dade Coun ty cam e in
secon d with  34,442.

Wh at m akes th ese figures
particularly h ard to take is
th at th e govern m en t devised
a $75 billion  program  earlier
th is year to stop th e foreclo-
sures epidem ic. Th e Obam a
adm in istration  reported in
early August, h owever, th at
ban ks h ave m ade litt le
progress in  h elpin g h om e-
own ers in  dire straits with
th eir troubled m ortgages.

Th e effort is design ed to
h elp som e four m illion  h om e-
own ers by reducin g th eir
m ortgage paym en ts. As of
July, h owever, on ly 9 percen t
of eligible borrowers h ad ben -
efited from  m ortgage paym en t
reduction s. Ban ks h ad exten d-
ed on ly 400,000 offers am on g
2.7 m illion  eligible borrowers
wh o are m ore th an  two
m on th s beh in d on  paym en ts.
More th an  235,000 of th ose
borrowers h ave en rolled in
th ree-m on th  trials.

Th e progress report sh owed
th at 10 len ders h ad n ot
ch an ged a sin gle m ortgage.
Two of th e biggest ban ks in
th e m ortgage m arket, Wells
Fargo an d Ban k of Am erica,
h ad som e of th e lowest h elp
rates of all. Wells Fargo
reduced paym en ts for on ly 6
percen t of eligible h om eown -
ers un der th e govern m en t
program  an d Ban k of Am erica
m odified just 4 percen t.

Both  in stitution s, to th eir
credit, m odified oth er loan s
outside th e govern m en t pro-
gram , with  Wells Fargo report-
in g a total of 240,000 m odifi-
cation s, of wh ich  on ly 20,000
fell un der th e govern m en t’s
plan . An d th e adm in istration
itself m ust take som e of th e
blam e for th e disappoin tin g
n um bers because it did n ot
com e up with  a fu ll program
un til May, an d th e guidelin es
were updated again  in  early
July.

Both  th e govern m en t an d
th e ban ks m ust work h arder
to m ake th is plan  a success
because a reboun d in  th e
h ousin g m arket is an  in dis-
pen sable elem en t of th e
recovery th at so far rem ain s
out of reach .

After th e report was issued,
th e adm in istration  won  a
prom ise from  m ortgage
len ders to reach  500,000 dis-
tressed h om eown ers by Nov.
1. Th at would effectively dou-
ble th e n um ber of participan ts
in  th e program  an d h elp to
kick-start th e h ousin g m arket.
Th e adm in istration  sh ould
in sist th at th e len ders live up
to th is verbal prom ise.

Housin g advocates say th e
federal govern m en t n eeds to
get tough er with  len ders,
in sistin g on  a ch an ge in  feder-
al law th at would allow ban k-
ruptcy judges to reduce th e
prin cipal own ed on  h om e
m ortgages. Such  a drastic step
m ay n ot be n ecessary, but if
len ders do n ot step up th eir
efforts to h elp stressed-out
h om eown ers, it will h ave to
be con sidered as a last resort
to put a h alt to th e foreclosure
epidem ic an d get th e econ o-
m y back on  track.
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A bdel Basset Ali al-
Megrah i was con vict-
ed of blowin g up an

airp lan e fu ll of people in
1988, m urdering 259 people
on  board an d 11 on  th e
groun d. Of th ose wh o died in
Pan  Am  Fligh t 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotlan d, 189 were
Am erican s. Th e form er
Libyan  in telligen ce agen t was
brough t to trial late – 13
years after th e bom bin g –
an d n ow h e’s gett in g out of
jail early, just eigh t years in to
a 27-year m in im um  sen ten ce.

Th e Scott ish  govern m en t
released th e 57-year-old  al-
Megrah i because h e h as
prostate can cer an d is expect-
ed to d ie soon . Th e decision
was on e m an ’s – Scot lan d’s
Just ice Min ister Ken n y
MacAskill.

In  fairn ess it  is worth  n ot-
in g th at al-Megrah i h as
always den ied in volvem en t
in  th e attack, th ough  th e
Libyan  govern m en t accepted
respon sibility in  2003. Th ere
are a fair n um ber of people
in  th e U.K. wh o believe th e
wron g m an  was jailed, in
wh ich  case just ice was n ot
served h ere on  m ult ip le
fron ts. If th at were Mac-
Askill’s rat ion ale an d h e h ad

eviden ce of it , we m igh t
h ave a d ifferen t op in ion . But
MacAskill d id  n ot cite a
belief in  al-Megrah i’s in n o-
cen ce, m erely a duty to
“com passion .”

Fun n y, because if gu ilty al-
Megrah i sh owed h is vict im s
n o com passion . He d id n ot
give th em  a secon d ch an ce.
Th ey were n ot allowed to
grow a couple of decades
older, as h e h as been . All of
th is MacAskill ackn owledged.
Yet h e is let t in g al-Megrah i
off th e h ook an yway for
“cruelly” – h is word – killin g
270 in n ocen ts wh o were n ot
at war with  Libya n or an y-
on e else. Am on g th em  were
two n ewlyweds, 46 college
studen ts an d 3-year-old
Suruch i Rattan , “th e lit t le
girl in  th e red dress” wh o
died with  four oth er m em -
bers of h er fam ily after th ey
were supposed to be on
an oth er fligh t.

Th e Wh ite House h as
stron gly objected to th e
release, for all th e good 
th at d id .

MacAskill can  rat ion alize
th is decision  on  beh alf of h is
govern m en t an y way h e
wan ts. An d th e Un ited States
sh ou ld n ot forget it .
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compassion for those he murdered. He deserves none in turn.

Joe Dunning
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