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Turn a cold shoulder to success?

COMMENTARY | WILL WRIGHT

Resolve to be a more-informed buyer

I don ’t n eed to retell
th e story of th e de-
clin e of upstate New

York over th e past decade,
because it ’s a well-docu-
m en ted an d often -told tale
of m an ufacturin g job losses,
exodus, an d in credible ch al-
len ge th at m ost of us are
well aware of by n ow.

But I will say th at it ’s a
st ill-un fin ish ed ch apter in
New York’s h istory because
th ere are m an y of us – in
govern m en t, in  busin ess, in
education  an d elsewh ere –
wh o h ave every determ in a-
t ion  an d every belief th at
we can  rebuild an d rejuve-
n ate th e upstate region  if
we put our m in ds to it ,
keep workin g at it , an d
in vest in  it .

Wh ich  m akes at least on e
proposal in  Gov. David
Paterson ’s 2009-2010 state
budget especially h ard to
un derstan d.

I’m  talkin g about Pater-
son ’s plan  to elim in ate state
support for th e New York
Win e & Grape Foun d-ation .
In  h is proposed budget, th e
govern or called for th e
elim in ation  of th e state
fun din g th at supports th e
foun dation ’s h igh ly success-
fu l efforts. Th e foun dation
received $2.8 m illion  in
state fun din g last year.

How successful? Very. In
fact th e rise of New York’s
win e in dustry is on e of our
state’s m ost rem arkable suc-
cess stories, an d th e New
York Win e & Grape Foun d-
ation  h as been  a drivin g
force beh in d th e success.

I can  quickly recall, as a
state assem blym an  repre-
sen tin g th e Fin ger Lakes
region  in  th e early 1980’s,
wh en  our win e-an d-grape
in dustry was in  econ om ic
freefall, so m uch  so th at it
qu ickly becam e th e focus
of state-level legislat ive
activity th at in cluded th e
creation  of th e Win e &
Grape Foun dation  in  1985.

How successfu l? New
York is n ow Am erica’s
th ird-largest win e produc-
in g state, with  m ore th an
250 win eries, 1,300 grape
farm s an d 31,000 acres of
vin eyards statewide. Nearly
200 of th ese win eries were
establish ed after th e foun -
dation ’s creation  24 years
ago. Th e in dustry em ploys
18,000 workers an d an n ual-
ly gen erates $3.4 billion  for
th e state econ om y. More
th an  3 m illion  people visit
th e state’s win eries every
year.

On e-th ird of th ese visi-
tors com e from  out of state.

Factor in  th e retail sales
of win e in  package stores,
restauran ts, bars an d oth er
establish m en ts, an d we’re
talkin g about at least a 
$6 billion  in dustry.

We’re talkin g big busi-
n ess. It ’s big busin ess
th rough out New York state,
but it ’s especially on e of
upstate New York’s few
rem ain in g, win n in g h an ds.
I don ’t  h ave to tell an y of
you about th e im portan ce
of th is in dustry to th e
Fin ger Lakes region , st ill
th e prem iere h ub of win e
production .

Sim ply put, it ’s a proud
an d distin guish ed m ain stay
of our culture an d econ om y.

So wh y would Gov.
Paterson  risk tossin g it
away? Wh y would New
York turn  its back on  such
a dyn am ic source of eco-
n om ic act ivity an d m ean -
in gfu l livelih oods?

We can ’t . To save a few
m illion  dollars, Gov.
Paterson ’s p lan  puts at risk
a statewide in dustry th at
gen erates billion s of dollars
in  econ om ic act ivity,
accoun ts for th ousan ds of
jobs, form s th e backbon e of
Fin ger Lakes tourism , an d
brin gs to New York n ation -
al an d in tern ation al
acclaim .

It ’s a sh ortsigh ted pro-

posal, an d I’m  urgin g th e
govern or to recon sider it ,
th e n ew Sen ate leadersh ip
to im m ediately reject it , or
legislat ive colleagues in
both  h ouses to work to
restore it .  

Th ere’s curren tly a poll
on  m y Web site, www.sen a-
torwin n er.com , wh ere you
can  express your opin ion .

We n eed to take every
n ecessary an d reason able
action  to address wh at we
all recogn ize is a serious fis-
cal crisis in  New York state,
but th is specific act ion
would on ly worsen  th e cri-
sis in  th e lon g run .  You
don ’t  address a fiscal em er-
gen cy with  p lan s th at crush
econ om ic act ivity an d pro-
duce job losses.

So n o, I’m  n ot about to
raise a glass to Gov. Pater-
son ’s p lan .

Th e New York Win e &
Grape Foun dation , wh ich
for so lon g n ow h as gu ided
so m uch  of th e m arketin g,
prom otion , an d research
th at h as led to th e in dus-
try’s resurgen ce, h as been  a
soun d state in vestm en t.

Th e New York win e-an d-
grape in dustry is about suc-
cess.  It’s about quality. It’s
about h ard-workin g m en
an d wom en . It’s about pride.

In  a day an d age wh en
busin esses an d in dustries
com e an d go on  a wh im ,
an d fall prey to globaliza-
t ion  an d oth er com petit ive
pressures, our grape farm ers
an d win e m akers offer sta-
bility an d lon g-term
growth  in  so m an y of our
upstate, rural region s.

It ’s an  in dustry with  such
a prom isin g fu ture – as
lon g as we n ever stop
workin g at it .

■ State Sen. George H.
Winner Jr., R-Elmira,
represents the 53rd Senate
Dist rict .                         
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Haitians snubbed again

T h e Bush  adm in istra-
t ion  con tin ued its
policy of cruelty an d

bias to Hait ian s with  th e
recen t reject ion  of Presiden t
Ren e Preval’s request th at
un docum en ted Hait ian s be
allowed to rem ain  in  th e
Un ited States un til th eir
coun try recovers from  last
sum m er’s devastat in g storm s.

In  a Dec. 19 letter to Preval,
Hom elan d Security Secretary
Mich ael Ch ertoff ackn owl-
edged th at th e four storm s
th at drown ed low-lyin g parts
of Hait i in  m ud an d m isery
h ad been  “severe.” He
rem in ded Preval of th e ton s
of h um an itarian  relief sup-
plies th e Un ited States h as
sen t, in cludin g “food, water,
bed lin en s, m edical supplies,
h ygien ic item s an d cloth in g”
to h elp th e coun try get back
on  its feet.

In  th e en d, th ough , th e
ru les for gran tin g Hait ian s
Tem porary Protected Status
are just too n arrow, an d
Hait ian s don ’t  qualify,
Ch ertoff said. Th e ru les were
n ot so n arrow in  1998 wh en
Hurrican e Mitch  tore th rough
Hon duras an d Nicaragua, n or

in  2001 wh en  an  earth quake
ripped th rough  El Salvador.
Th e Un ited States gran ted
TPS to m ore th an  100,000
un docum en ted im m igran ts
from  th ose coun tries – as it
sh ould h ave. More th an  10
years after th ose disasters, th e
Bush  adm in istrat ion  gran ted
Hon duran s, Nicaraguan s an d
Salvadoran s a ren ewal of TPS.

Wh y th e adm in istrat ion
ch ooses to treat Hait ian s dif-
feren tly is bafflin g. Ch ertoff’s
detailed explan ation  of th e
“opportun it ies” available to
Hait ian  parolees an d n on im -
m igran t lawfu l Hait ian s offers
a clue.

Th e poin t is to discourage
Haitian s from  leavin g th e
islan d by n ot offerin g an y
h elp to un docum en ted
Haitian s wh o already are h ere.
However, th is is a ration ale
th at doesn ’t stan d up to
scrutin y. Haitian s sen d n early
$1 billion  in  rem ittan ces back
to Haiti, wh ich  accoun ts for
alm ost a th ird of Haiti’s an n u-
al GDP. A policy of aggressive
repatriation  m akes m atters
worse in  Haiti, in creasin g –
n ot decreasin g – th e likeli-
h ood of m ass departures.

Deal between
Conlin,

school could
save money

D ave Con lin  h as been
keepin g track of
Corn in g h igh

sch ool graduates sin ce 1992.
He h as, over th e years,

com piled
lists th at
accoun t for
m ore th an
90 percen t of
all th e gradu-
ates of both
East an d
West High
Sch ools – liv-
in g or dead.
He h as also

collected th e h istory of both
sch ools, from  th eir form ation
to th e presen t day.

Prim arily, the in form ation
has been  used for plann ing
class reun ions, but now there is
a poten tial wider application .

Th ere h as com e in to bein g
an  outfit  called th e Corn in g-
Pain ted Post Education
Foun dation , an  organ izat ion
th at could raise fun ds to h elp
pay for special in -sch ool proj-
ects n ot eligible for regular
fun d sources, or to am ass
m on ey to be used for th in gs
like sch olarsh ips.

It  is separate, legally, from
th e sch ool d istrict , th ough
sch ool board m em bers m ay
serve, an d th e sch ools’ super-
in ten den t can  be a resource
but n ot a vot in g m em ber.

As on e of it ’s first projects,
it  is tryin g to collect th e
alum n i in form ation  Dave
Con lin  already h as. But it
p lan s to sell th at data to an
outfit  called Harris Con n ect,
a firm  wh ich  specializes in
com pilin g – an d sellin g –
such  m aterial.

Dave believes th e latter is
an  in vasion  of privacy an d h e
opposes use of th e com pan y.
But h e also wan ts to join
forces so th e foun dation  can
use th e data h e h as already so
carefu lly collected.

He’s n ot askin g for an y up-
fron t m on ey, h e told Th e
In sider, th ough  h e’d n ot object
if h e was even tually paid for
som e of th e tim e h e’s already
in vested in  th e project.

But th e idea of som eon e
payin g good m on ey to collect
th e in form ation  h e already
h as seem s rid icu lous.

At th e m om en t, Dave’s
own  list in g efforts are in  h ia-
tus. He says h e ran  out of
m on ey for th e project recen t-
ly. But h e already h as m ost of
th e in form ation  n eeded to
create th e data base th e foun -
dation  wan ts to develop.

If ever th ere was a poten tial
m arriage m ade in  h eaven , th is
would seem  to be th e on e.

Yes, th e foun dation  could
use th e in form ation  for
fun draisin g purposes, but
th at would fin an ce local proj-
ects, n ot go in to th e pockets
of a com m ercial en t ity set up
to sell d irectories.

Con lin  an d th e sch ool d is-
t rict  are curren t ly talkin g,
I’m  to ld .

Best of luck to all con -
cern ed, because th is soun ds
like som eth in g th at could
save a lot of m on ey an d elim -
in ate an  in credible duplica-
t ion  of effort .

An d th an ks to reader Ed
Louiz for turn in g m e on  to
th e story.

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002) ,
can be reached at  t heinsider1@
aol.com or writ e c/ o The Lea-
der, P.O. Box 1017, Corning,
N.Y., 14830. He is also periodic
co-host  of t he “Coleman & Co.”
public affairs TV program,
which airs at  10 a.m. and 
10 p.m. Sundays on W ETM.2.

Grin
Before h e was officially

sworn  in , U.S. Rep. Eric
Massa, D-
Corn in g, m ade a
powerfu l state-
m en t about h is
priorit ies as a

fresh m an  Con gressm an .
Massa drove to Wash in gton

in  two electric cars fueled by
h ydrogen .

Actually, Massa’s trek to th e
n ation ’s capital revealed two
of h is priorit ies; altern ative
form s of en ergy an d jobs in
th e 29th  Con gression al
District.

On e of th e leadin g facilit ies
for h ydrogen -fueled cars is in
Hon eoye Falls. If th e Obam a
adm in istrat ion  an d th e 111th
Con gress p laces in creased
em ph asis on  altern ative en er-
gy sources, it  cou ld m ean  bil-
lion s of dollars pum ped in to
Western  New York.

Th at’s ch an ge we can
believe in .

Grin
Th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post

sch ool board an d adm in istra-
t ion  kn ow fu ll well th e fin an -

cial pain  d istrict
residen ts are fac-
in g.

Th at’s wh y th e
sch ool board rec-

om m en ded adm in istrators
develop a 2009-10 budget
with  n o tax in crease.

Superin ten den t Mike
Gin alski said th is week th at ’s
wh at h is team  is com m itted
to do.

Here’s th e bad n ews.
Gin alski said, accordin g to
Gov. David Paterson ’s budget
recom m en dation , to reach  a
budget with  n o tax in crease,
th e Corn in g-Pain ted Post
sch ool board would h ave to
cut $6 m illion  out of n ext
year’s budget.

Th ose kin ds of cuts could
very well decim ate education
in  th e district  for years to
com e, but th e board an d dis-
trict  residen ts won ’t  kn ow
un til th ey see exactly wh at a
zero percen t tax in crease
budget looks like.

Maybe, on ce th ey h ave th e
facts, th ey’ll determ in e th e
cuts are too deep an d ease off
th eir recom m en dation . 

Th e board, h owever,
deserves credit  for un der-
stan din g th e h ardsh ip th at is
to com e an d tryin g to m it i-
gate it  as m uch  as possible.

Groan
Th e reviews are

in  an d th ey
aren ’t  good. Gov.
David Paterson ’s

State of th e State speech  was
a real sn oozer.

Much  of th e problem  isn ’t
Paterson ’s fau lt . He released
h is proposed 2009-10 budget
in  Decem ber, a m on th  early,
to give state legislators extra
t im e to deliver th eir own
budget proposal.

Wh ile th e govern or
deserves credit  for th e early
budget, h old in g th e State of
th e State speech  after th e
budget’s been  released is kin d
of like seein g a m ovie trailer
after you’ve already seen  th e
m ovie; very an ti-clim actic.

Th e govern or’s style also
leaves som eth in g to be
desired. It ’s n o surprise to
an yon e th at New York faces a
tough  fiscal road. Wh at we
n eeded to h ear was a speech
fu ll of passion  to in spire New
Yorkers to face th e econ om ic
h ardsh ips to com e.

Un fortun ately, th at doesn ’t
appear to be Paterson ’s style.

Th e good n ews is th e gov-
ern or h as a couple years to
brush  up on  h is m otivat ion al
speakin g. Nobody th in ks th is
recession  is goin g to en d an y
tim e soon .

Groan
On e of th e cuts

Paterson  m ade is
to th e
Com m un ity
Option al

Preven tive Services program .
Th is program  was foun ded to
h elp m un icipalit ies an d
sch ool d istricts create pro-
gram s design ed to h ead off
problem s such  as teen  preg-
n an cy, bu llyin g, teen  crim e
an d h igh  sch ool dropouts
before th ey develop.

It ’s n ot th at th e program
was cut. It ’s un derstan dable
th at in  a budget year like th is
on e, h ard ch oices h ave to be
m ade.

It ’s th e m an n er in  wh ich
Paterson  m ade th e cut. He
m ade th e cut retroactive to
October, wh ich  m ean s coun -
t ies like Ch em un g are on  th e
h ook for m akin g up for th e
lost state fun din g.

It  also m ean s th at sch ool
d istricts like Horseh eads an d
Elm ira h ave to decide
wh eth er to elim in ate th eir
com m un ity resource officer
program  m id year or fun d th e
program  th em selves for th e
rem ain der of th e year.

To cut fun din g is on e
th in g. To ren ege on  m on ey
th e state h as already prom -
ised an d sch ool d istricts an d
m un icipalit ies h ave already
spen t is both  un fair an d irre-
spon sible.
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T h e party h ats are
gon e but th e coun -
try’s worst fin an cial

crisis sin ce th e Great Dep-
ression  is alm ost certain  to
plague th e n ation  like a
gian t h an gover th rough out
th e n ew year. With  job loss-
es, h om e foreclosures an d
oth er econ om ic setbacks
expected to con tin ue at a
distressin g rate, Am erican s
are likely to fin d th ey will
n eed far m ore resolve to get
th rough  2009 th an  th e
usual n ew year’s resolut ion s
to lose weigh t, stop sm ok-
in g, be n ice to your m oth -
er-in -law an d clean  out th e
garage.

Few can  argue th at th e
m ost im portan t resolut ion
for th e n ew year is to for-
swear “irrat ion al exuber-
an ce” in  our fin an cial
affairs. It  got us in to th e
presen t p ickle because we
in vested recklessly, buyin g
h om es we couldn ’t  afford
an d fan cy fin an cial prod-
ucts we didn ’t  un derstan d.
We all seem ed to wan t to
live a souped-up version  of
th e Am erican  Dream . No
on e seem ed to th in k it
cou ld becom e an  Am erican
n igh tm are, collapsin g
un der its own  un sustain -

able weigh t.
For all th e blam e h eaped

on  Wall Street, a good deal
of th e fault for th e presen t
crisis lies on  Main  Street. For
little or n oth in g down  an d
wh at looked like affordable
m on th ly paym en ts, buyers
could get th at dream  h om e
th ey always wan ted. Joh n
an d Vicki Glicken  readily
ackn owledge th ey wen t in to
th eir first h om e purch ase
with  th eir eyes wide closed,
or at least n ot n early as open
as th ey sh ould h ave been .
Th ey lost th eir h om e in  th e
Clevelan d, Oh io, suburb of
Lyn dh urst a few weeks
before Ch ristm as wh en  th ey
couldn ’t m eet th eir m ort-
gage paym en ts an d th eir
len der foreclosed on  th e
property. “We were n aive in
a lot of areas,” Vicki told
public radio’s “Marketplace”
program . “We take respon si-
bility for th at.”

Like m an y h om e buyers
with  less-th an -stellar credit,
th e Glicken s got a zero-
down , in terest-on ly
adjustable rate m ortgage
from  a subprim e len der. But
th en  th e in terest rate on
th eir loan  jum ped an d th eir
paym en ts balloon ed.
Un able to keep up, th ey

filed for ban kruptcy an d are
n ow back to ren tin g. Vicki
says th ey take respon sibility
for n ot bein g as diligen t as
th ey sh ould h ave been  in
un derstan din g th e darker
un derside of th eir loan . But
sh e also blam es len ders for
steerin g h om e buyers like
th em  in to loan s th ey could-
n ’t afford. Len ders, sh e said,
“kn ew exactly wh at th ey
were doin g, an d I th in k
th ey were very greedy. An d
I th in k th ose people are still
bein g greedy, an d I th in k
th at’s a sh am e.”

Sh e h as a poin t. Much  of
th e curren t fin an cial m ess
stem s from  a “don ’t ask,
don ’t tell” culture wh ere
un pleasan t truth s were n ot
disclosed to h om e buyers
an d in vestors wh o failed to
press for a full accoun tin g of
th e risks in volved. As th e
m eltdown  grew, govern m en t
regulators, often  lookin g for
lucrative jobs with  th e peo-
ple th ey are supposed to
police, were as blin d as deer
in  h eadligh ts wh en  it cam e
to blowin g th e wh istle on
sh ady practices.

■ Will Wright  is a former
f inancial columnist  for
Money.net .
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