
RENDFRED D.

(RANDY) RUIZ

M ONTANA |  Ren fred . D.
(Ran dy) Ru iz, age 55, o f
Mon tan a d ied un expected ly
at h om e on  May 19, 2008.

He was born  on  Ju ly 7, 1952
in  Kekah a, Kauai, Hawaii, th e
son  o f Alfred  Ru iz an d
An astasia Felician o-Ru iz. He
left  h is h om e of Kekah a,
Kauai, Hawaii at th e age of 18
to  jo in  th e Arm ed Forces
wh ere h e served h is coun try
for four years. 

He was ret ired  from  th e
Steuben  Coun ty Public Works
wh ere h e was a h eavy equip-
m en t operator for m an y years.
He en joyed h un tin g, fish in g,
coach in g softball an d drivin g
h is "Hawaii 5-0" race car at th e
form er Dun dee Raceway. After
retu rn in g to  h is ch ildh ood
h om e of Kekah a, Kauai,
Hawaii h e en joyed h un tin g in
th e m oun tain s, relaxin g on
th e beach  with  h is wife an d
th ree dogs an d workin g on  h is
h om e.

He is survived by h is wife,
Marilyn  Ru iz o f Roch ester;
on e daugh ter, Leilan i Ruiz of
Savon a; step -ch ild ren , Pam
Farrell an d Jim  Farrell, both  of
Roch ester; fath er, Alfred
(Doris) Ruiz of Kekah a, Kauai,
Hawaii; bro th ers, Maurice
(Kim ) Ruiz of Californ ia an d
Ricky Ruiz of Kekah a, Kauai,
Hawaii; sisters, Dian n a
(Lewellyn ) Youn g an d Gin ger
Lee Ru iz both  o f Kekah a,
Kauai, Hawaii. As well as
m an y n ieces, n eph ews an d
cousin s. He was predeceased
by h is m oth er An astasia
Felician o-Ruiz.

Frien ds an d fam ily gath ered
for a m em orial service at
12:30 p .m . Jun e 14 at  th e
Savon a Federated  Ch u rch .
Im m ed iately fo llowin g th e
service frien ds an d  fam ily
gath ered  at  th e Savon a
Fireh all. In  lieu of flowers in
Ran dy's n am e m ay be m ade to
th e Arth rit is  Foun dation , PO
Box 96280, Wash in gton , DC
20090-628.

RUTH CHRISTINA

REYNOLDS

HORSEHEADS, NY | Ruth
Ch rist in a Reyn olds, age 86, of
3005 Watkin s Road ,
Horseh eads an d form erly of
Corn in g, d ied peacefu lly on
Sun day, Jun e 8, 2008 at
Corn in g Hospital. 

Ruth  was born  in  th e Town
of Corn in g on  February 2,
1922, th e daugh ter of Louis
an d  Susie (Lan d is) Walker.
Sh e was th e wife of Ch arles
Robert Reyn olds, wh o prede-
ceased  h er on  August  31,
1958. 

Ruth  atten ded Corn in g Free
Academ y an d  h ad  been
em ployed as a waitress at th e
Stan ton  Hotel o f Corn in g,
ret irin g in  th e early 1980's.
Sh e vo lun teered  at  th e
Corn in g Sen ior Cen ter, an d
en joyed  watch in g ch am p i-
on sh ip  wrest lin g an d  daily
soap operas. Sh e liked bein g
out of doors an d visit in g with
h er fam ily an d frien ds. Ruth
was a m em ber of th e Hospital
Ch apters an d a lon gtim e vol-
un teer at  Corn in g Hosp ital
with  2,575 h ours of faith fu l
service.  Ruth  was a lon gtim e
m em ber o f th e Corn in g
Moose. 

Sh e is survived by h er on e
daugh ter: Susan  (Matth ew) R.
Cook of Horseh eads, NY; on e
son : Darrell Reyn olds o f
Addison , NY; on e sister: Eva
Tice of Horseh eads, NY; on e
broth er: Leo (Margaret )
Walker of Gibson , NY; son :
Gary (Kath y) Reyn olds o f
Horseh eads, NY; six gran dch il-
dren ; on e great-gran ddaugh -
ter; six n ieces; an d  fou r
n eph ews.

Ruth  was predeceased by a
sister, Margaret Dodson .

Callin g h ours will be on
Th u rsday, Jun e 12th  from
10am  - 1:00pm  at  Ph illips
Fun eral Hom e & Crem ation
Service, 17 W. Pulten ey St.,
Corn in g, NY wh ere th e fun er-
al will be h eld at th e con clu-
sion  o f callin g h ou rs with
Pastor Mich ael Cook officiat-
in g.  Burial will be in  Hope
Cem etery, Corn in g.

OBITUARIES DEATH NOTICES

Ervin R.L. Ames

CORNING | Ervin  R.L.
Am es of Avoca d ied
Mon day, Jun e 9, 2008 at
Corn in g Hosp ital, fo llowin g
a sh ort  illn ess. 

He was a cook at
Sm okey’s Restauran t  in
Kan on a.

Survivors in clude h is
m oth er Ellen  May an d
seven  broth ers an d sisters. 

Callin g h ours are 6-8
p.m . today at  Avoca Fun eral
Hom e, 22 N. Main  St .,
Avoca.

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  5 p .m . Wedn esday.

Burial will be in  Non daga
Cem etery, Bath .

Betty H.
Cunningham

M ONTOUR FALLS | Bet ty
H. Cun n in gh am , 82, for-
m erly of Level Acres Drive,
Horseh eads, d ied Sun day,
Jun e 8, 2008 at  Sen eca View
Nursin g Facility.

Sh e worked as a ped iatric
aide at  St . Joseph ’s Hosp ital
in  Elm ira.

Survivors in clude two
son s, Gregory Cun n in gh am
of Sprin g City, Ten n ., Glen
Cun n in gh am  of Horse-
h eads; a daugh ter, Cora Lee
Brown  of Beaver Dam s; a
broth er, George Huyler;
four sisters, Virgin ia
Bast ian , Jan e Grafius,
Ch arlot te Ellio t t , Corin n e
Luce.

Callin g h ours are 
2-4 p .m . an d 6-8 p .m .
Wedn esday at  Barber
Fun eral Hom e, South  Main
Street , Horseh eads.

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  10 a.m . Th ursday, th e
Rev. Bern  Lyt le officiat in g.

Burial will be in
Woodlawn  Cem etery,
Elm ira.

Sarah B. Fairchild

ELM IRA HEIGHTS | Sarah
B. Fairch ild , 78, of Elm ira
Heigh ts, d ied Sun day, Jun e
8, 2008 at  h om e.

Survivors in clude two
son s, Ch arles Goodwin  of
New Orlean s, La., an d
Devin  Fairch ild  of Elm ira
Heigh ts; th ree daugh ters,
Deb Hess of Beaver Dam s,
Rosean n  Ch am pluvier of
Cam pbell an d Pam
Clevelan d of Elm ira
Heigh ts; five sisters, Pau lin e
Crum , Floren ce Harriger,
Marion  Osgood, Hazel
Corn et t  an d Cath erin e
Parker; th ree broth ers,
Harry Lewis, Jack Lewis an d
Lester Lewis. 

Callin g h ours are 
2-4 p .m . an d 6-8 p .m .
Th ursday at  Barber Fun eral
Hom e, 413 S. Main  St .,
Horseh eads. 

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  10 a.m . Friday, th e Rev.
Patrick Holder officiat in g.

Burial will be in  Map le
Grove Cem etery

Eleanor R. Grover

HORSEHEADS | Elean or
R. Woodford  Grover, 77, of
Horseh eads, d ied Sun day,
Jun e 8, 2008 at  Beth an y
Man or.

Sh e was a ret ired em ploy-
ee of th e Elm ira Star-
Gazette.

Survivors in clude a broth -
er, Rudolph  Mead of
Horseh eads; a sister, Wilm a
Jean  Wiltsie of Earlville.

Callin g h ours are 
1-2 p .m . Wedn esday at
Lyn ch  Fun eral Hom e.

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  th e con clusion  of callin g
h ours at  2 p .m . Wedn esday.

Burial will be in  Cayuta
Cem etery, Cayuta.

TUESDAY | JUNE 10 | 2008 | 5AOBITUARIES |  NEW SThe LEADER

Acly-Stover
Funeral Home

Direct Cremation
$1,17300

936-9531
aclystoverfuneralhome.com

BY ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES | Scien t ists
t rou b lesh oot in g th e
Ph oen ix lan der said
Mon day th ey will t ry on e
last sh ake to get a scoopfu l
of Mart ian  d irt  in side a t in y
oven  in  h opes o f jum p-
start in g th eir study of Mars’
n orth  pole region .

Ph oen ix ’s first  scien ce
experimen t  t o  h eat  t h e
p erm afrost  so il was
delayed  after it  was d iscov-
ered  th at  virtually n on e o f
it  passed  th rough  a screen
to  reach  a m in iatu re oven ,
on e o f eigh t  aboard  th e
spacecraft  th at  will h eat
so il an d  sn iff th e resu lt in g
vap ors fo r sign s o f life-
frien d ly elem en ts.

“Th is so il is very coh e-

sive an d  it ’s very h ard  for
it  t o  get  t h rou gh  t h e
screen ,” said  m ission  sci-
en t ist  William  Boyn ton  o f
th e Un iversity o f Arizon a
in  Tu cson , wh o  is in
ch arge o f th e oven  experi-
m en t .

If sh akin g th e oven  does-
n ’t  work, scien t ists will t ry
sp rin klin g d irt  th rough  th e
open in g o f a n ew oven  or
usin g th e lan der’s 8-foot
robot ic arm  to  grin d  up
th e d irt  first .

It ’s th e b iggest  ch allen ge
faced  by Ph oen ix so  far
sin ce lan d in g in  t h e
Mart ian  arct ic on  May 25
on a th ree-m on th  m ission
to study wh eth er th e en vi-
ron m en t cou ld be h abitable
for alien  life.

Boyton  said h e was in i-
t ially m ore con cern ed th at

th e robot wouldn ’t  collect
en ough  soil, n ot its den sity.

“To be h on est, we n ever
th ough t it  would be work-
in g so well th at we’d h ave
to worry about a rich es of
just  too m uch ,” h e said .
“Now th at we see th e n ature
of th at soil ... we really are
m uch  better off with  very
sm all am oun ts of soil.”

Ph oen ix ’s sin gle-u se
oven s are am on g several
in strum en ts th at will p robe
wh eth er th e Mart ian  n orth -
ern  p lain  h as th e ch em ical
bu ild in g blocks of life. Th e
lan der can n ot  d irect ly
detect  fossils o r livin g
th in gs.

In  th e m ean t im e,
Ph oen ix grabbed  an oth er
scoop fu l o f so il an d
plan n ed to deliver it  to its
m icroscope later th is week.
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WASHINGTON | Th e aver-
age n ation al price of a gallon
of gas exceed $4 Mon day,
prom ptin g U.S. Rep. Joh n  R.
“Ran dy” Kuh l Jr. to call for
con gression al act ion .

Kuh l, R-Ham m on dsport ,
crit icized th e Dem ocrat-led
Con gress to m ove on  legisla-
t ion  th at en courages m ore oil
production , use of altern ative
fuels an d provides protect ion
for con sum ers.

“Sad ly for everyon e, th e
Dem ocratic leadersh ip h as sat
id ly by an d  watch ed  th e
prices skyrocket out of con -
trol,” Kuh l said Mon day.

Th e average price of a gal-

lon  of regular un leaded gas
h as jum ped  $1.71 sin ce
Jan uary 2007.

Kuh l said  House
Republican s h ave offered an
act ion  p lan  – called  th e
Republican  En ergy Agen da –
to h elp stabilize gas prices.
Th e p lan  recom m en ds th e
18-cen t federal gas tax be sus-
pen ded for th e sum m er an d
all taxpayer-fun ded earm arks
be suspen ded to en sure th at
th e High way Trust  Fun d
rem ain s in tact.

Also, th e Republican s
en cou rage o il d rillin g in
Alaska an d offsh ore, extract-
in g oil from  sh ale deposits
an d furth er prom otin g th e
use of altern ative fuels.

Kuh l dem ands action
on  h igh  gas prices

Bob Rolfe is
The Insider

Monday & Friday, 4A.
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PAINTED POST | Corn in g
West High  Sch ool h as join ed
East High  on  Newsweek m ag-
azin e’s list  of th e top 1,300
h igh  sch ools in  th e coun try.

Sch ool officials said after it
was an n oun ced last m on th
East High  m ade Newsweek’s
list , th ey believed West High
sh ou ld  h ave also  been
in cluded based on  th e m aga-
zin e’s criteria.

Officials worked  with
Newsweek staff to  su bm it
data on  West High . On ce th e
data was an alyzed , West
High  was ran ked 1,164 on
th e list .

Du e to  fu rth er an alysis,
East  High  slipped  in  th e
ran kin gs from  1,039 to
1,088. Both  sch ools are in
th e top 5 percen t of h igh
sch ools in  th e coun try.

Accord in g to  Newsweek,

public sch ools were ran ked
accord in g to  a rat io  th at
in clu ded  th e n u m ber 
o f advan ced  p lacem en t ,
In tern at ion al Baccalau reate
an d/or Cam bridge tests taken
by all studen ts at  th e sch ool.
Th at n um ber was d ivided by
th e n um ber o f graduat in g
sen iors.

“It  was our belief all alon g
th at we h ave equ ity between
our two h igh  sch ools an d th e
list  d id  n ot m ake sen se h av-
in g on ly on e of our sch ools
listed,” Superin ten den t Mike
Gin alski said. “We foun d out
Newsweek welcom ed in pu t
from  sch ools wh o believed
th ey were left  off th e list , so
we got down  to busin ess to
gath er th e data, subm it ted it
an d  waited  to  see wh at
would h appen .”

For m ore in form ation  about
th e Newsweek list , visit
www.newsweek.com /id/39380   

West joins Newsweek’s
top h igh  schools list
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ROM ULUS | After an  eigh t-
year absen ce, th e Arm y could
soon  retu rn  to th e form er
Sen eca Arm y Depot in  upstate
New York to train  troops.

Officials at th e U.S. Arm y’s
Fort Drum  in  n orth ern  New
York are fin alizin g a lease
with  Sen eca Coun ty officials
to use about 3,000 acres of th e
10,600-acre form er weapon s
storage an d disposal facility.

Curren tly, coun ty an d m ili-
tary o fficials are accep t in g
public com m en t  on  th e
Arm y’s request un t il Jun e 29,
said Patricia Jon es, executive
director of th e Sen eca Coun ty
Econ om ic Developm en t
Corp., wh ich  h as approved
th e p lan . An  en viron m en tal
assessm en t determ in ed th ere
would n o sign ifican t im pact
from  th e Arm y’s use of th e
depot, sh e said.

“It ’s n ot  exact ly an  eco-
n om ic developm en t project
but it  will be n ice h avin g th e
sold iers on  th e depot again ,”
said Jon es, wh o worked as a

civilian  at th e depot before
sh e becam e th e coun ty’s base
reuse coordin ator.

Tucked  between  Cayuga
an d Sen eca lakes in  upstate
New York’s Fin ger Lakes
region , th e 10,587-acre arm y
depot open ed in  1941. For
m ore th an  50 years, th e depot
was used to store an d dispose
of m ilitary explosives, in clud-
in g n uclear bom b m aterials. It
ceased  m ost  operat ion s in
1993 an d officially closed in
2000.

Th e depot is n ow h om e to a
state m axim um -secu rity
prison , a residen tial cen ter for
troubled youth , th e coun ty’s
jail an d its law en forcem en t
t rain in g cen ter as well as
oth er ligh t in dustry an d busi-
n ess.

Lt. Col. Joh n  Pen ree, sen ior
p lan n in g an d operat ion s offi-
cer at Fort Drum , said th e
10th  Moun tain  Division  h as
asked to use th e depot for
train in g up to 1,500 sold iers
in  two- to 21-day session s as
m an y as 10 t im es a year.
Pen ree said state officials first

con tacted  th e Arm y in
October 2004 about usin g th e
depot for train in g.

Th e train in g area will be in
th e depot’s 7,000-acre con ser-
vat ion  area an d in clude th e
depot’s form er airfield, a large
port ion  of th e bun ker area
an d wareh ouse space.

On ly wh eeled veh icles will
be used  at  th e depot . No
h eavy equipm en t or tracked
veh icles will be used, h e said.
Train in g will in clude weapon
exercises usin g blan ks an d th e
use of h elicopters an d veh icle
con voys to ferry sold iers th e
100 m iles between  Fort Drum
an d depot, Pen ree said.

Fort Drum  – wh ich  sprawls
over m ore th an  107,000 acres
– h as about 50,000 acres for
train in g its sold iers. However,
Fort Drum  also is used an n u-
ally fo r t rain in g by abou t
80,000 Nation al Guardsm en
in  un its from  across th e
North east.

Th e addit ion al train in g area
provides th e Arm y with  m ore
p lan n in g flexib ility, Pen ree
said.
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This photo acquired by NASA’s Phoenix Mars Lander’s Robot ic Arm Camera, shows
material from the Mart ian surface captured by the ro bot ic arm scoop on the 14th
Mart ian day of t he mission. 

Scien tists troubleshoot lander, 
still hope for som e dirt on  Mars

Army eyes Seneca
depot for training

NOT GIVING UP

BY ROBERT BURNS AND
LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press Writers

LANGLEY AIR FORCE
BASE, VA. | Defense Secretary
Robert Gates launched the Air
Force in  a n ew direct ion
Mon day by an n oun cin g an
unusual choice as the service’s
next un iform ed ch ief and by
declaring an  im m ediate halt to
personnel reductions that he
said h ad put th e Air Force
un der too m uch  wart im e
strain .

Before flying here to explain
h is m oves to airm en  and their
com m an ders, Gates recom -
m en ded th at Presiden t Bush
n om in ate Gen . Norton
Sch wartz, a 35-year veteran
with  a background in  Air Force
special operations, as the new
Air Force ch ief of staff, replac-
ing Gen . Michael Moseley, who
has been  sacked.

In  a sweepin g sh ake up,
Gates also form ally sen t form er

Air Force official Mich ael
Don ley’s nam e to the Wh ite
House to be the next secretary
of the beleaguered service. Bush
quickly announced he would
nom inate Don ley, and desig-
nated h im  as acting secretary
un til he is con firm ed by the
Senate.

Gates said Don ley an d
Schwartz were com ing in  at an
im portan t tim e in  the h istory
of the Air Force.

“General Schwartz’s un ique
set of experiences and accom -
plishm en ts m ake h im  the righ t
officer at th is tim e to lead the
Air Force,” Gates told an  audi-
ence of several hundred service-
m en  and Air Force civilians.

Gates an n oun ced on
Thursday that he was rem oving
Moseley from  the ch ief’s job
and Wynne as its top civilian  to
hold them  accoun table for fail-
ing to fully correct an  erosion
of nuclear-related perform ance
standards, a concern  linked to
th e cross-coun try fligh t last

August of a B-52 carryin g
arm ed nuclear weapons.

Gates said he felt com pelled
to sweep out the curren t Air
Force leadersh ip to halt a long-
term  drift in  the service’s focus.
But he also m ade a poin t of
praising the Air Force’s con tri-
butions to the wars in  Iraq and
Afghan istan .

“Your con tribut ion s h ave
m ade a lifesaving difference to
those figh ting on  the ground,”
Gates said.

He noted that the Air Force
has been  engaged in  com bat
con tin uously for 17 years,
beginn ing with  the 1991 Gulf
War and including years of fly-
ing com bat m issions in  “no fly”
zones over northern  and south -
ern  Iraq.

“Your fam ilies h ave also
borne th is burden , and the Air
Force has its own  fallen  heroes
– often  struck down  wh ile serv-
ing on  the ground alongside
our sold iers an d Marin es,”
Gates said.

Gates recom m ends Schwartz
as next Air Force ch ief of staff

Continued from 3A

Bren n an  is barred from  vot-
in g durin g com m ittee m eet-
in gs but is auth orized to vote
on  issues before th e fu ll
Legislature.

“I n ever in ten tion ally m is-
led th e public,” Bren n an  said.
“In  th e future, I will be clearer

... n ot on ce did I m aliciously
m align  m y colleagues.”

Ch airm an  Corn elius
Milliken  said  h e wou ldn ’t
again  add th e issue to an y
Legislatu re agen da un less
n ew an d im portan t in form a-
tion  arises.

“As of n ow ... th e subject is
closed,” Milliken  said.

BATTLE
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