
DOROTHY M. “BABE”

SEYMOUR

CORNING, NY | Doroth y
M. “Babe” Seym our, age 87,
of Daysprin g II in  Corn in g,
NY died Mon day, August 25,
2008 at Foun ders Pavilion  in
Corn in g.

Doroth y was born  on  April
28, 1921 in  Wellsboro, PA to
Floyd  an d  Berth a (Copp)
Burrell.  Sh e m arried Leon
Seym our in  1942 an d was
preceded in  death  by h im  in
1963.  Sh e loved h er fam ily
greatly, an d loved to h ear
about th eir adven tures an d
vacation s with  p ictures an d
stories.

Sh e is survived by th ree
daugh ters, Patricia Magee of
Corn in g, Judith  Ruocco of
Corn in g, an d Lin da (Jam es)
Aust in  o f Corn in g; sister,
Mildred Gill of Addison ; 15
gran dch ildren ; several great
gran dch ild ren ; th ree great
great gran dch ildren ; several
n ieces an d n eph ews.  Sh e
was predeceased by h er son s
Mark an d David Seym our.

Callin g h ours will be h eld
on  Th ursday August 28, 2008
from  11 un til 12 Noon  at
Ph illips Fun eral Hom e &
Crem at ion  Service, 17 W.
Pulten ey Street in  Corn in g
wh ere fun eral services will
fo llow at Noon  with  Rev.
Rich ard Leupold officiatin g.
Burial will be in  Sh um way
Hill Cem etery, Wellsboro, PA.

Mem orial don ation s m ay
be m ade in  Doroth y’s n am e
to th e Am erican  Can cer
Society, 1400 Win ton  Road
North , Roch ester, NY 14609-
5896.
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Stephanie A. Kay

NEW  YORK CITY |
Steph an ie An n  Kay, 76, of
Horseh eads, d ied Sun day,
Aug. 24, 2008 at  Colum bia
Presbyterian  Hosp ital.

Survivors in clude h er h us-
ban d, Joh n  “Kack” Kay; th ree
daugh ters, Deborah  Mabie of
Colum bia, S.C., Susan
Swartwood of Horseh eads,
Steph an ie Neder of Pen field;
a son , Joh n  Kay of Blossvale;
a broth er, Ron ald Moses of
Saran ac Lake; a sister, Pat
Martello of Horseh eads.

Services will be h eld  at  
1 p .m . today at  Su llivan ’s
Fun eral Hom e, 365 Fran klin
St., Horseh eads. 

Burial wil be in  Forest
Lawn  Mem orial Park in
Elm ira at  th e con ven ien ce of
th e fam ily.

Kyle Wesley Rowe

CORNING | Kyle Wesley
Rowe, 20, of Rafferty Road,
Pain ted Post , d ied Tuesday,
Aug. 26, 2008 at  h is gran d-

m oth er’s h om e.
Survivors in clude h is

fath er Harry Lin wood Rowe
Jr.; h is m oth er, Rebecca
Fairch ild  Rowe; a sister, Sara
(Sadie) Lyn n  Rowe of
Pain ted Post ; a patern al
gran dm oth er, Mild red Rowe
of Corn in g; a m atern al
gran dm oth er, Jan et
Fairch ild . 

Callin g h ours are 
5-7 p .m . Satu rday at
Carpen ter’s Fun eral Hom e,
14 E. Pu lten ey St .

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  th e con clusion  of callin g
h ours at  7 p .m .

Ruth M. Whit fied

HORSEHEADS | Ru th  M.
Wh it fied , 87, of Gardn er
Road, Horseh eads, d ied
Th ursday, Aug. 21, 2008.

Sh e is survived by n ieces
an d n eph ews.

Callin g h ours are 3-4 p .m .
Friday at  Barber Fun eral
Hom e.

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  th e con clusion  of callin g
h ours at  4 p .m . 
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■ The Leader publishes death notices free of charge. 
Obituaries are paid advertisements.
■ The deadline for death notices is 8 p.m. every day.
They may be faxed to 936-9939. Death notices will
only be accepted from funeral directors.
■ Paid obituaries may be submitted:
Weekdays | Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday, by calling 936-4651.
Weekends and holidays | Between 9 a.m. and noon by
calling 936-4651, Ext. 652.
■ Paid obituaries may also be faxed during the above
hours to 962-0782.
■ To e-mail obituaries: c_service@the-leader.com
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We want to
thank the entire

Founder's Pavillion
Staff for their 

excellent care, passion and
gentleness they gave our
loved one and her family.

Sincere appreciation,
The family of 

Dorothy Seymour
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h ave lost th eir jobs due to
com pan ies m ovin g overseas.

Massa said h e m odeled h is
plan  after a program  in  Rh ode
Islan d th at allows displaced
workers to atten d an y college
class free of ch arge if th at class
does n ot h ave fu ll en rollm en t.

Massa also advocated
in vest in g in  in frast ructu re
an d  expan d in g New York’s
Em pire Zon es. He proposed
begin n in g by o fferin g tax
in cen t ives for research  an d
developm en t in  th e biofuel
in dustry.

Th e fin al com pon en t  o f
Massa’s econ om ic package
was adoptin g a sin gle-payer
h ealth  care system , wh ich

wou ld  reduce th e cost  to
Am erican  com pan ies.

Massa said h e would pay for
th ese program s part ially by
en din g subsid ies to oil com pa-
n ies an d busin esses th at out-
source Am erican  jobs.

“We h ave to stop givin g tax
cuts to com pan ies wh o m ove
jobs overseas an d give tax
in cen tives to coun tries th at
create jobs h ere in  Am erica,”
Massa said. “Th at’s part of a
busin ess en viron m en t  th at
m ust be created wh ich  favors
Am erican s first.”

Massa also said th e govern -
m en t sh ould stop spen din g
taxpayer do llars on  th e
rebuild in g of Iraq an d in stead
focus on  dom estic in frastruc-
ture im provem en ts.
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district adm in istrator’s un ion
will ch ose th e adm in istrators,
th e teach ers un ion  will ch ose
th e teach ers an d each  board
m em ber will ch oose on e at-
large board m em ber.

Th e com m un ity an d busi-
n ess represen tat ives will be
ch osen  from  a list  of volun -
teers.

“We’ll be doin g press releas-
es an d a m ass m ailin g seekin g
people wh o would be in terest-
ed in  bein g on  th e core team
or a task force,” Marin o said.
“We’ll ask th em  to sen d a let-
ter of in terest. We m ay h ave
th em  do a lit t le applicat ion .
We’re n ot sure wh at it  will
look like at th is poin t.”

Marin o said th e district will
con ven e between  six an d
eigh t  task forces coverin g
areas th e core team  feel n eed

focused atten t ion . 
Marin o said d istrict officials

will seek volun teers for th e
task forces Tuesday, wh en  all
th e d istrict  em ployees report
for th e first day of th e 2008-09
sch ool year.

Th e district  also p lan s on
h old in g com m un ity forum s
begin n in g in  Sep tem ber.
Officials will also begin  a facil-
it ies study an d  a d ist rict
dem ograph ic study.

Accordin g to th e t im elin e
presen ted to th e board, th e
strategic p lan  sh ould be com -
pleted by October 2009.

Th e m odel Horseh eads is
usin g is sim ilar to th at used by
th e Corn in g-Pain ted  Post
sch ool d istrict  to form ulate its
m aster p lan .

Corn in g-Pain ted Post offi-
cials also h ired PLC Associates
to facilitate th e m aster p lan
process.

STRATEGIZE

MASSA
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NEW  YORK | Ph ilom en a
Gott i, wh ose brood of 13
ch ildren  in cluded Gam bin o
crim e fam ily kin gpin  Joh n
Gott i an d four oth er son s
with  m ob t ies, h as died at
age 96.

Sh e died Tuesday n igh t at
h er Lon g Islan d h om e, said
Ch arles Carn esi, a lawyer for
h er gran dson  Joh n  “Jun ior”
Gott i. Her death  cam e a day
before th e gran dson , th e son
of Joh n  Gott i, was to an swer
federal racketeerin g ch arges
in  Tam pa, Fla.

Newsday, wh ich  first
reported th e death  on  its
Web site, quoted relat ives as
sayin g it  was from  n atural
causes.

Ph ilom en a Gott i, kn own
as Fan n y, was born  n ear
Naples, Italy, wh ere sh e m ar-
ried Joh n  J. Gott i Sr. Th ey
m oved to th e Un ited States
in  th e 1920s, livin g first in
th e Bron x an d later in  th e
Brooklyn  n eigh borh ood of
East New York, wh ere th ey
produced 13 ch ildren  in  16
years, accord in g to  “Mob
Star,” a 1988 book by Jerry
Capezi, an  au th ority on
organ ized  crim e in  New
York. Joh n  J. Gott i Sr. d ied in
1992.

Son  Joh n  Gott i, th eir fifth
ch ild, earn ed n otoriety for
sch em in g an d m urderin g h is
way to  th e top  o f th e
Gam bin o fam ily in  th e m id-
1980s. His key m ove was th e
1985 assassin ation  of th en -
Gam bin o boss Pau l
Castellan o ou tside a m id-
town  Man h at tan  steak-
h ouse.
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said. He was n ot at h om e at
th e t im e o f th e alleged
assault , sh e said.

Kristy Van  Etten , 27, h as
pleaded n ot gu ilty to secon d-
degree m an slaugh ter, a
crim e pun ish able by up to 15
years in  state prison . Sh e

alleged ly sh ook th e boy,
causin g th e in juries th at led
to h is death , th e prosecution
con ten ds.

Th e firm  of BetzJitom ir
an d Baxter is also represen t-
in g Kristy Van  Etten .

“We believe sh e’s factually
in n ocen t , as well,”
BetzJitom ir said last week.

Th e couple rem ain  togeth -
er, BetzJitom ir said.

Non e of th e attorn eys in
Josh ua Van  Etten ’s case were
availab le for com m en t
Wedn esday.

If con victed, Josh ua Van
Etten  faces up to a year in  jail
an d a $1,000 fin e.

GUSTAV
Continued from 1A

in  14 feet of floodwater wh en
Katrin a h it. Fuselier said sh e’s
been  back in  h er h om e on e
year th is m on th , an d called
watch in g Gustav swirl
toward th e Gulf of Mexico
in describable. “I keep th in k-
in g, ‘Did th e Corps fix th e
levees?,’ ‘Is m y h ouse goin g
to flood again ?’ ... ‘Am  I
goin g to h ave to go th rough
all th is again ?’”

Takin g n o ch an ces, city
officials began  prelim in ary
p lan n in g to evacuate an d
lock down  th e city in  h opes
of avoidin g th e catastroph e
th at  fo llowed th e 2005
storm . Mayor Ray Nagin  left
th e Dem ocrat ic Nat ion al
Con ven t ion  in  Den ver to
return  h om e for th e prepara-
t ion s. Gov. Bobby Jin dal
declared a state of em ergen cy
to lay th e groun dwork for
federal assistan ce, an d put
3,000 Nation al Guard troops
on  stan dby.

If a Category 3 or stron ger
h urrican e com es with in  60
h ours of th e city, New
Orlean s plan s to in stitute a
m an datory evacuation  order.
Un like Katrin a, th ere will be
n o m assive sh elter at  th e
Superdom e, a plan  design ed
to en courage residen ts to
leave. In stead, th e state h as
arran ged for buses an d train s
to take people to safety.

It was un clear wh at would
h appen  to stragglers. Jerry
Sn eed, th e city’s em ergen cy
preparedn ess d irector, said
officials are ready to m ove
about 30,000 people. Nearly
8,000 people h ad sign ed up
for tran sportat ion  h elp by

late Wedn esday.
At a suburban  Lowe’s store,

em ployees said portable gen -
erators, gasolin e can s, bottled
water an d batteries were sell-
in g briskly. Hotels across
south  Louisian a reported tak-
in g m an y reservat ion s as
coastal residen ts looked
in lan d for possible refuge.

Steve Weaver, 82, an d h is
wife stayed for Katrin a – an d
were plucked off th e roof of
th eir h ouse by a Coast Guard
h elicopter. Th is tim e, Weaver
h as n o in clin ation  to ride out
th e storm .

“Everybody learn ed a les-
son  about stayin g, so th e
h igh ways will be twice as
packed th is t im e,” Weaver
said.

Katrin a struck New Orlean s
on  Aug. 29, 2005, an d its
storm  surge blasted th rough
th e levees th at protect th e
city. Eigh ty percen t of th e
city was flooded.

Th ough  pockets of th e
New Orlean s are well on  th e
way to recovery, m an y
n eigh borh oods h ave strug-
gled to recover. Man y resi-
den ts still live in  tem porary
trailers, an d sh uttered h om es
still bear th e ‘X’ th at was
pain ted to h elp rescue team s
lookin g for th e dead.

Man y peop le n ever
return ed, an d th e city’s pop-
ulation , aroun d 310,000 peo-
p le, is rough ly two-th irds
wh at it was before th e storm ,
th ough  various est im ates
vary wildly.

Sin ce th e storm , th e Arm y
Corps of En gin eers h as spen t
billion s of dollars to im prove
th e levee system , but because
of two quiet h urrican e sea-
son s, th e flood walls h ave
n ever been  tested.

Floodgates h ave been
in stalled on  drain age can als
to stop an y storm  surge from
en terin g th e city, an d levees
h ave been  raised an d in
m an y p laces stren gth en ed
with  con crete.

Robert  Turn er Jr., th e
region al levee director, said
th e levee system  can  h an dle
a storm  with  th e likelih ood
of occurrin g every 30 years,
wh at th e corps calls a 30-year
storm . By com parison ,
Katrin a was a 396-year storm .

Gustav form ed Mon day
an d roared ash ore Tuesday as
a Category 1 h urrican e n ear
th e south ern  Haitian  city of
Jacm el with  top win ds n ear
90 m ph , topplin g palm  trees
an d flood in g th e city’s
Victorian  buildin gs.

Th e storm  triggered flood-
in g an d lan dslides th at killed
23 people in  th e Caribbean .
It weaken ed in to a tropical
storm  an d appeared h eaded
for Cuba, th ough  it is likely
to grow stron ger in  th e com -
in g days by drawin g en ergy
from  warm  open  water.

Scien t ists caut ion ed th at
th e storm ’s track an d in ten si-
ty were difficult to predict
several days in  advan ce.

But in  New Orlean s, th ere
was litt le else to do except
prepare as if it were Katrin a.
Th e Louisian a Society for th e
Preven t ion  of Cruelty to
An im als was set to begin
m ovin g an im als in lan d to
sh elters in  Baton  Rouge on
Th ursday, an d m ore would
go to Texas sh elters on  Friday
an d Saturday.

“We defin itely don ’t wan t
to wait  un t il Satu rday or
Sun day to decide wh at to
do,” said An a Zorrilla, direc-
tor of th e pet-rescue group.
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Th e Medicaid cap was set
up in  2004 by Gov. George
Pataki after an  in ten se lob-
byin g effort  by taxpayers.

Before th e cap, th e cost of
th e low-in com e h ealth  en ti-
t lem en t p rogram  h ad
received 50 percen t of its
fun din g from  th e federal gov-
ern m en t, with  th e state an d
coun ties splitt in g th e rem ain -
in g 50 percen t equally.

By th e early 2000s, th e
coun t ies’ port ion  o f
Medicaid paym en ts am oun t-
ed to m ore th an  h alf th eir
tax levy, cutt in g local servic-
es an d drivin g several coun -
t ies in  th e state to th e brin k
of in solven cy. Leaders also
bit terly com p lain ed  th ey
h ad n o say in  wh at state-
m an dated  p rogram s th ey
were forced to provide.

Wh en  a galvan ized public,
organ ized locally as Project
STORM, dem an ded reform
from  th eir state represen ta-
t ives, a cap lim it in g an n ual
Medicaid in creases to rough -
ly 3 percen t was put in to
place.

A sim ilar situat ion  is sh ap-
in g up n ow, m an y leaders
say, with  th e state attem pt-
in g to balan ce its budget by
sh ift in g th e cost of un wan t-
ed program s on to th e coun -
t ies. Th e result  will be h igh er
taxes an d less local service.

“Th e bottom  lin e is th e
coun t ies can ’t  absorb th e
cost  with ou t  sign ifican t
p roperty tax in creases,”
Roch e said . “Th ere’s n o
way.”

In  respon se to th e crisis,
th e New York State
Associat ion  of Coun ties, h as
h eld th ree m eetin gs to gath -
er in put from  coun ty offi-
cials. Th e recom m en dation s
in clude a list  of program s
th at  cou ld  be elim in ated
outrigh t, accordin g to coun -
ty represen tat ives.

“Everyth in g is on  th e
table,” said  NYSAC
Executive Director Steph en
Acquario. “Everyth in g.”

Th e crisis h as also led
Ch em un g Coun ty Executive
Th om as San tu lli to con sider
start in g up a local m ove-
m en t, sim ilar to th e Project
STORM, th at h e laun ch ed
rough ly five years ago.

“I’m  goin g to be callin g
aroun d durin g th e n ext cou-
ple of weeks to see wh at oth -
ers th in k,” San tu lli said .
“We’ll h ave to see.”

San tu lli said coun ties n eed
to be allowed to decide wh at
services th ey wan t to deliver.

Roch e st ron gly supports
th e idea o f resu rrect in g
Pro ject  STORM, wh ich
in cluded an  un preceden ted
effort  to in form  th e public
about th e com plex an d tan -
gled state fin an cial system .

“Wh at was so successfu l
about th at was lett in g th e
people kn ow,” Roch e said.
“We n eed to educate our vot-
ers, allow people to con n ect
th e true dots.”

Th ere is n o doubt  cu ts
n eed to be m ade in  order for
th e state’s fiscal crisis n eeds
to be solved, said Sch uyler
Coun ty Adm in ist rator
Tim oth y Hern .

“We n eed to be at  th e
table, we n eed to be as proac-
t ive as we can  be,” Hern  said.
“But look at (budget) cuts
in stead of sh ifts … spen din g
is too h igh  at all levels, an d
we n eed to do som eth in g
about it .”

Hern  said  h is coun ty
wou ld  con sider a Pro ject
STORM-like in it iat ive, an d
said public in form at ion  is
vital as th e process goes for-
ward.

“An d n obody can  lead th e
ch arge bet ter th an  Tom
San tu lli,” Hern  said.

Som eth in g m ust be don e
to get an d h old state leaders’
atten t ion , Alger said.

Addin g to local taxpayers’
costs is un accep table an d
could force m an y in  th e state
to m ove away, h e said.

“Well, th at is, th e people
wh o can  afford to,” h e said,
iron ically. “Th e guys work-
in g in  (a factory)? Th ey’d be
stuck.”
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Reginald Lee cuts grass around white f lags that  rep resent  people who died during
Hurricane Kat rina at  Metairie Cemetery in New Orleans . 

FATHER

BUDGET

Gotti’s m om
dies in  Long
Island at 96

Health
■ STD/ HIV clinic | 9-11 a.m., Steuben County Public Health and
Nursing Services, 3 E. Pulteney Square, Bath. 664-2438.
■ Blood pressure clinic | Noon-1 p.m., Steuben County Public
Health and Nursing Services, 3 E. Pulteney Square, Bath. 664-2438.
■ HIV t est ing/ STD clinic | 9-11 a.m., 1-4 p.m., Chemung
County Health Department, 103 Washington St., Elmira. 737-2028.
■ Dent al clinic | 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Chemung County Health
Department, 103 Washington St., Elmira. For Chemung County
residents who are Medicaid recipients. 737-2870. 
■ Healt h and dent al services t o t he uninsured | 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Friday, Health Ministry of the Southern Tier, 
300 Nasser Civic Center Plaza, Suite 230, Corning. Services also
offered in Bath, Watkins Glen and Elmira. Call for appointment, 
962-2032.

Support  groups
■ Alcoholics Anonymous, Unit ed Sobriet y | 
Noon, Christ Episcopal Church, 39 E. First St., Corning. 
www.ny-aa.org or (877) 501-1249. 
■ Alcoholics Anonymous, Big Book | 7 p.m., Presbyterian
Church, Pulteney Square, Bath. www.ny-aa.org or (877) 700-4199.
■ Alcoholics Anonymous, Happiness | 8:30 p.m.,
Presbyterian Church, Pulteney Square, Bath. www.ny-aa.org or 
(877) 700-4199.
■ Alcoholics Anonymous, Fresh St art | 7:30 p.m., Building
104, Room A-205, Bath VA Medical Center. www.ny-aa.org or 
(877) 700-4199.

Blood dr ive
■ At hens Township Fire Dept . | 1-6 p.m.  American Red The
Sullivan Trail Chapter. 1-800-439-3317.

TODAY’S EVENTS
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