
DeFORREST N.

HILLIGUS

DeForrest N Hilligus, age 77,
of 5435 Cty. Rte. 41, Horn by
Rd., Beaver Dam s, passed
away Th ursday, Jan uary 22,
2009 after a courageous batt le
with  can cer surroun ded by h is
lovin g fam ily at th e fam ily
h om estead  in  Horn by.
DeForrest was born  Ju ly 19
1931 in  Dun dee, NY. He is th e
son  of th e late Olyn  an d Edn a
(Harrison ) Hilligus. He m ar-
ried Helen  Con fer Jun e 18
1955 in  Lockh aven , PA.

He served in  th e U.S. Navy
durin g th e Korean  War from
Jan uary 5, 1951 to Novem ber
18, 1954 as a Mach in ist Mate
3rd Class obtain in g several
d ist in guish ed m edals for h is
service. He was em ployed by
Corn in g Glass Works,

Corn in g, NY as a m ach in ist,
ret irin g with  37 faith fu l years
of service. DeForrest was a lov-
in g h usban d, fath er, gran dfa-
th er, great gran dfath er, an d
broth er wh o en joyed spen d-
in g t im e with  fam ily an d
frien ds. He h ad m an y h obbies
wh ich  in cluded  garden in g,
ph otograph y, predict in g th e
weath er ,an d th e first sn ow of
th e win ter. He en joyed th e
stars an d p lan ets an d workin g
on  h is Joh n  Deere tractor. He
always h ad a “Hon ey Do” list
a m ile lon g. He was a Jack of
all trades wh o figured out an y
p roblem  an yon e h ad . He
loved to h un t an d trap an d
especially en joyed  bein g
togeth er with  h is wife Helen
doin g th eir ceram ics.

He is survived by h is wife,
Helen  (Con fer) Hilligus; six
daugh ters: Crystal (Wayn e)
Bills of Horn by, NY, Robbin
(Ren n ) Sh eph erd of Tyron e,
NY, Mesh ael (Ron ) Nelson  of
Corn in g, NY, DeAn n e
(Jerom e) Rarrick of Horn by,
NY, Steph an ie Sikes o f
Houston , TX, an d Leslie (Dan )
Kirk of Horn by, NY; th ree sis-
ters: Patricia (Dick) Woodard
of Dun dee, NY, An n et te
Brun o of Gen eva, NY, an d
Ilen e Scott of Dun dee, NY;
an d broth er Duayn e Hilligus
of Houston , TX. DeForrest
also is survived by 18 gran d-
ch ildren , 22 great gran dch il-

dren  an d several n ieces an d
n eph ews.

He was predeceased by h is
paren ts, fou r bro th ers an d
th ree sisters.

Callin g h ou rs will be
Tuesday, Jan uary 27 from  3-5
pm  at  Carpen ters Fun eral
Hom e, LLC., 14 E. Pulten ey St.
Corn in g, NY. A Fun eral
Service with  m ilitary h on ors
an d Com m ittal will be h eld
im m ed iately after callin g
h ours at 5:00 pm  with  Rev.
Rich ard  Hu rd  o fficiat in g.
Burial will be at th e con ven -
ien ce of th e fam ily.

In  lieu of flowers, m em ori-
als m ay be m ade in
DeForrest ’s n am e to  th e
Horn by Volun teer Fire Co.,
4838 Horn by Rd ., Beaver
Dam s, NY 14812, or South ern
Tier Hosp ice an d palliat ive
Care, 11751 East Corn in g Rd.,
Corn in g, NY 14830.

JAMES E. FOX

Jam es E. Fox, age 71, passed
away after a two year batt le
again st can cer, th e m orn in g
of Satu rday, Jan uary 24,
2009,in  th e com fort  of h is
h om e. Jam es is survived by
h is lovin g wife of 50 years,
Stasia (Stella); His son , Alan
Fox of Pulten ey; His daugh ter
an d son -in -law, Elain e (Fox) &
Douglas Miller; an d h is gran d-
son , Brad ley Miller with

wh om  h e sh ared  a special
bon d.

Jam es’s services h ave been
en t rusted  to  Bot ton i–Wood
Fun eral Hom e, 4 Mech an ic
Street, Prattsburgh , New York,
14873. Callin g h ours will be
h eld at th e fun eral h om e on
Tuesday, Jan uary 27th  from
4:00pm  – 6:00pm  with  servic-
es officiated by Rev. Don ald
Peek to im m ediately follow.
Frien ds an d fam ily of Jam es
are in vited to sign  th e guest-
book an d sh are m em ories @
t o w n s e n d w o o d f u n e r -
alch apel.com

WINIFRED L. CADY

Win ifred L. Cady, 82, of 391
Brookfield Road, Troupsburg,
en tered in to rest on  Saturday,
Jan uary 24, 2009, at Corn in g
Hospital.

Born  in  Troupsburg on  April
29, 1926, sh e was th e daugh -
ter of Joh n  B. an d Mary F.
Hopper Dem psey. Sh e was a
1944 graduate of Troupsburg
Cen tral Sch ool.

On  Ju ly 21, 1944, Win n ie
m arried Milton  L. Cady at St.
Mary’s Rectory in  Rexville.
Milton  preceded h er in  death
on  Jun e 15, 2001. Wh en  first
m arried, Win n ie h ad worked
as a n urse’s aid at St. Jam es
Hospital in  Horn ell an d later
for Corn in g Glass Works.
Most of h er m arried life was

spen t as a h om em aker an d
partn er on  th e fam ily farm .

Sh e was a com m un ican t of
St. Mary’s Cath olic Ch urch  in
Rexville, as well as a form er
m em ber of th e North  Fork
Gran ge.

Also predeceasin g Win n ie
were h er broth ers, Joh n  an d
Terran ce Dem psey an d h er
great gran dson , David Cady.

Su rvivin g are h er son s,
Milton  “Mike” (Caro lyn )
Cady Jr. an d Bruce (Maureen )
Cady, both  of Troupsburg, h er
daugh ters, Judy (Hen ry) Black
of Healdsbu rg, CA, Jan e
(Verlyn ) Belisle of Fairport ,
NY, Joyce Watt of Caledon ia,
NY, Carol Jon es of Webster,
NY an d Son ya Cady of Scio,
NY., 13 gran dch ildren  an d 12

great gran dch ildren .
Sh e also leaves h er broth er,

Matth ew (On alee) Dem psey
of Troupsbu rg an d  sisters,
Elizabeth  Walker o f Baton
Rouge, LA an d Mary Ellen
Celli of San  Fran cisco, CA.

Frien ds m ay call on
Mon day even in g from  6-8 PM
at th e H. P. Sm ith  & Son , In c.
Fun eral Hom e, 1607 Main  St.
Woodh u ll, NY. A Mass o f
Ch rist ian  Burial will be cele-
brated on  Tuesday at 11 AM at
St. Mary’s Cath olic Ch urch  in
Rexville. Rev. Robert Kan ka
an d  Deacon  Robert
McCorm ick will officiate.

Burial will be in  Brookfield
Cem etery, Brookfield, Pa.

Mem orials m ay be m ade to
th e Troupsbu rg Am bu lan ce
Associat ion  or th e Troupsburg
Fire Departm en t.
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DEATH NOTICES

Louis N. Pecaro

BATH | Lou is N.  Pecaro,
83, form erly of River Street ,
Horn ell, d ied Saturday, Jan .
24, 2009 at  th e Bath  V.A.
Hosp ital.

He was th e form er own er
of a n ews stan d an d served
in  th e U.S. Arm y durin g
World  War II.

Callin g h ours are 11 a.m .-
12:30 p .m . Wedn esday at
Dagon  Fun eral Hom e, 38
Ch urch  St ., Horn ell.

A Mass of Ch rist ian  Burial
will be celebrated at  1 p .m .
Wedn esday at  St . An n ’s
Ch urch .

Burial will be in  St . Mary’s
Cem etery.

Phillip D. Bennet t

CORNING | Ph illip  D.
Ben n ett , 76, of 1444 coun ty
rou te 5, Add ison , d ied
Sun day, Jan . 25, 2009 at
Corn in g Hosp ital.

He was a ret ired p ipe fit ter
for Corn in g In c. an d served

in  th e Navy durin g th e
Korean  con flict .

Survivors in clude h is wife,
Glen da F. Ben n ett  of
Add ison ; two daugh ters, Lisa
Am idon  of Horn ell, Norm a
Hoffm an n  of Add ison ; a sis-
ter, Fran ces Lon gwell of
Prat tsburgh .

Callin g h ours are 2-4 p .m .
an d 7-9 p .m . at  H.P. Sm ith  &
Son  In c. Fun eral Hom e, 1607
Main  St ., Woodh u ll.

Services will be h eld  th ere
at  11 a.m . Th ursday, th e Rev.
Kit  Tobin  officiat in g.

Burial will be at  th e con -
ven ien ce of th e fam ily.

Robbie March
Vaughns

ELM IRA | Robbie March
Vaugh n s, 59, of Water Street ,
d ied Saturday, Jan . 24, 2009
at Arn ot  Ogden  Medical
Cen ter.

Arran gem en ts are in com -
p lete at  Acly-Stover Fun eral
Hom e, Corn in g.

MONDAY | JANUARY 26 | 2009 | 5AOBITUARIES |  NEW SThe LEADER

■ The Leader publishes death notices free of charge. 
Obituaries are paid advertisements.
■ The deadline for death notices is 8 p.m. every day.
They may be faxed to 936-9939. Death notices will
only be accepted from funeral directors.
■ Paid obituaries may be submitted:
Weekdays | Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday, by calling 936-4651.
Weekends and holidays | Between 9 a.m. and noon by
calling 936-4651, Ext. 652.
■ Paid obituaries may also be faxed during the above
hours to 962-0782.
■ To e-mail obituaries: c_service@the-leader.com

OBITUARY & DEATH NOTICE POLICY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE |  Wh o loves
Lucy? Far fewer peop le
th an  a Seatt le scien ce cen -
ter h oped wh en  officials
paid m illion s to sh ow th e
fossil rem ain s of on e of th e
earliest  kn own  h um an
an cestors.

Halfway th rough  th e
five-m on th  exh ib it , th e
Pacific Scien ce Cen ter faces
a h alf-m illion -do llar loss
result in g in  layoffs of 8 per-
cen t of th e staff, furlough s
an d  a wage freeze,
Presiden t Bryce Seid l said
Friday.

Lucy is a 3.2 m illion -
year-o ld  fossilized part ial
skeleton  of a species with
ch im p like featu res th at

walked uprigh t . Th e d is-
covery in  1974 in  Eth iopia
forced a m ajor revision  of
th eories about th e evolu-
t ion  of Hom o sapien s.

Th e fossil exh ib it  was
successfu l at th e first stop
on  th e tour – Houston  in
2007, bu t  th e expen ses
h ave o th er m useum s
recon siderin g th e p lan n ed
six-year, 10-city tour.

Th e Seatt le cen ter’s staff
redesign ed th e Lucy exh ib-
it , addin g a large sect ion  on
Eth iopian  h istory an d art i-
facts, an  audio tour an d
in teract ive d isp lays in
wh ich  visito rs can  pu t
th em selves in  th e sh oes of
a fossil h un ter.

“It ’s a powerfu l story of
evolut ion  an d cu lture an d

h istory ... but we’re n ot get-
t in g th e at ten dan ce we
n eed for an  exh ibit  of th is
scale,” Seid l said.

Th e cen ter h ad h oped to
draw 250,000 visitors dur-
in g th e exh ibit  th at en ds
March  8, but on ly 60,000
h ave com e. Seid l blam ed
th e recession , wh ich  h as
cut in to arts an d m useum
reven ue n at ion wide, as
well as Decem ber sn ow-
storm s th at curtailed travel
with in  an d aroun d Seatt le.

Th e Lucy sh ow cost th e
cen ter about $2.25 m illion ,
Seid l est im ated . Th at
in cludes a $500,000 fee to
Eth iop ia, wh ich  p lan s to
use th e m on ey for cu ltural
an d scien tific program s.
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In this 1983 f ile photo, t he fossil skeleton known as Lucy is seen on display at
the Cleveland Museum of Natural History in Cleveland , Ohio. 

BENEFIT
Continued from 3A

“It ’s un believable,” Sorge
said. “I used th at sam e word
th e n igh t of th e fire. It ’s great
to use th at word in  a d ifferen t
con text today. You work every
day, putt in g your n ose to th e
grin dston e, an d  som et im es
you won der if you are m akin g
a differen ce. I guess we m ade a
differen ce.”

BROW NFIELD
Continued from 3A

an d Riverside, accord in g to
Sou th ern  Tier Cen t ral
Execu t ive Director Marcia
Weber.

“We're m ovin g on  with  th e
plan ,” Weber said.

Th e Brown field
Opportun ity Program  fun din g
would be used in  m ore th an
30 sites th rough out th e th ree
m un icipalit ies.

Th e parcels in clude th e old
In gersoll-Ran d foun dry site,
vacan t property adjacen t to
Crystal City Clean ers n ear th e
Pain ted Post-Riverside boun d-
ary, an d several location s on
Victory High way.

But officials weren 't  takin g
th e project for gran ted.

SCIDA board m em ber Jam es
Griffin  warn ed th e board th e
program  fun din g could be a
casualty as state lawm akers
look to reduce th e state's est i-
m ated $15 billion  budget gap
at th e en d of th e 2009-10 fis-
cal year.

“Th is is great work, but I
don 't  th in k we'll get  it ,”
Griffin  said, prom ptin g board
m em bers to  app rove th e
m atch in g dollars on ly if state
fun din g is available.

Weber said h er agen cy will
con tin ue to pursue th e brown -
fields gran t, an d oth er state-
fun ded program s.

“We h aven 't  been  told at
th is poin t th at fun din g will be
cut,” Weber said. “An d we will
n ot stop un til we do.”

WATER
Continued from 3A

h igh ligh ted in  a recen t visit
with  House Tran sportation  and
In frastructure Com m ittee
Ch airm an  Jim  Oberstar.

Exten din g Ham m on dsport’s
m un icipal water supply could
also service oth er develop-
m en ts an d som e residen ts
alon g state Route 54A.

Jim Sherron, SCIDA executive
director, said Hammondsport’s
water system would benefit from
the expansion because it is oper-
ating at far below capacity.

Urban a Coun cilm an  Jam es
Pressley said h e was excited by
Massa’s stron g support of th e
district.

“I am  really h appy th at
th ey’re back on  th e table,
because I’ve worked h ard on
th is th rough  th e years,”
Pressley said.

Who loves ya’ baby?

Seattle shows little love
for Lucy fossil exh ibit

St. Joe’s seminar set
ELM IRA | St. Joseph’s Hospital
will offer a seminar entitled
“ The Good News about Knee
and Hip Pain”  at 11 a.m. Feb. 3
in the hospital’s Cusick Room.
The seminar is free and open to
the public. To register, call 
737-7809.

BY RODRIQUE NGOWI
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON | Massach uset ts’
House speaker said Sun day h e
would resign  am id allegation s
a close frien d used th eir rela-
t ion sh ip to push  t icket-scalp-
in g legislat ion  an d paid off
legal b ills for th e speaker’s 
in -laws.

In  a let ter to  co lleagues
Sun day, Dem ocrat  Salvatore
DiMasi said h is resign ation  as
a state represen tat ive an d as
speaker would be effect ive at 
5 p.m . Tuesday.

“No m atter wh at th e crit ics
an d cyn ics will say, all m y
action s as state Represen tat ive
an d as Speaker were based
solely on  wh at I th ough t was
in  th e best in terests of m y dis-
trict  an d th e people of th e
Com m on wealth ,” DiMasi said
in  h is letter.

He said h e would call for a
caucus Wedn esday to ch oose
h is successor.

DiMasi h as n ot  been
accused of an y wron gdoin g in
th e crim in al in vestigat ion  of
h is frien d, Rich ard Vitale. He
h ad won  re-elect ion  as speaker
earlier th is m on th , desp ite
quest ion s in to  h is in vo lve-
m en t with  Vitale, wh o on ce
served  as h is cam paign  
treasurer.

Vitale h as p leaded n ot gu ilty
to con cealin g h is work as a
lobbyist an d h avin g con tact
with  th e speaker wh ile push -
in g t icket-scalp in g legislat ion
on  beh alf of brokers. Earlier
th is week, court  docum en ts
revealed  Vitale also paid

$7,500 in  legal debts accum u-
lated by DiMasi’s in -laws in
Septem ber 2007.

DiMasi h ad earlier repaid an
un usual $250,000 th ird m ort-
gage h e received from  Vitale
on  h is Boston  con dom in ium
after th e loan  was disclosed by
The Boston Globe. Th at loan
cou ld  h ave been  illegal if
Vitale were a lobbyist, sin ce
th e state’s con flict-of-in terest
law proh ibits m em bers from
acceptin g an yth in g of value
from  lobbyists.

No direct allegation s h ave
been  m ade again st  DiMasi,
wh o h as said h e n ever spoke
to Vitale about th e bill.

Vitale h as den ied act in g as a
lobbyist. His attorn ey said th e
work h e d id  for th e
Massach usetts Associat ion  of
Ticket  Brokers was exem pt
from  th e state’s lobbyin g regis-
trat ion  requirem en ts.

At torn ey Gen eral Marth a
Coakley said Vitale was paid
$60,000 in  lobbyin g fees by
t icket  brokers in terested  in
ch an gin g th e state’s scalp in g
laws. Sh e said Vitale com m u-
n icated direct ly with  DiMasi
before th e b ill passed  th e
House last year. Th e legislat ion
died in  th e Sen ate.

DiMasi h ad been  th e House
speaker sin ce 2004, after h is
predecessor resign ed un der h is
own  eth ics cloud. He was first
elected to h is seat represen tin g
Boston ’s North  En d in  1978.

DiMasi p layed a key role in
en act in g a lan dm ark 2006
h ealth  care law th at requires
virtually everyon e in  th e state
be in sured.

MASSACHUSETTS 

House speaker to
resign  am id 
eth ics allegation
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