
LORETTA M AY CLARK

BATH, NY | Loretta May
Clark, age 89, o f Sp rin g
Meadow Apartm en ts in  Bath ,
New York, passed  away
Mon day, Jan uary 28, 2009 at
th e Vin cen t  House in
Waylan d , New York, su r-
roun ded by h er lovin g fam ily.

Sh e was born  Ju ly 27, 1919
in  Bath , n ew York to th e late
Erwin  an d  Em m a Burley.
Loret ta m arried  Forrest  H.
Clark on  October 21, 1941.
Sh e was a very devoted wife,
m oth er, an d gran dm oth er.

Loret ta worked  in  retail
sales for W.T. Gran t Com pan y,
M Coh n  an d Son s, an d K-
Mart for over fifty years.  Sh e
also vo lun teered  for th e
Steuben  Coun ty Office of th e
Agin g an d was a devout, lon g-
stan din g m em ber of th e St.
Th om as Episcopal Ch urch  in
Bath , New York.

Loretta was predeceased by
h er h usban d, Forrest H. Clark,
Sr. in  1998 an d  h er son ,
Dan iel B. Clark in  2006.

Sh e is survived by h er son
an d daugh ter-in -law, Forrest
an d  Mary Beth  Clark o f
Ham m on dsport , New York;
sister, Margaret Failin g of New
Cum berlan d, PA; four gran d-
son s, Ch ristoph er (Mary
Clark) of Corn in g, New York,
Pat rick (Sarah  Clark) o f
San ders, Arizon a, An drew
Clark of Ham m on dsport, New
York, an d  Just in  Clark o f
Colorado; gran ddaugh ter,

Alyson  Clark o f Saratoga
Sprin gs an d six great-gran d-
ch ildren , Madison , Con n or,
Carter, McKen n a, Lan don ,
an d Bryce.

Frien ds m ay call on  Friday,
Jan uary 30, 2009 from  11:00
Am  to 12:15 PM at th e St.
Th om as Ep iscopal Ch u rch ,
Liberty St reet , Bath , New
York.  Her fun eral service will
fo llow at  12:30 PM with
Fath er Brad Ben son  officiat-
in g.  Al are in vited to a recep-
t ion  in  th e ch urch  h all follow-
in g th e service.  Her burial will
be h eld in  Non daga Cem etery,
Bath , New York.

In  lieu of flowers, don ation s
m ay be m ade to th e Vin cen t
House, 310 Secon d Aven ue,
P.O. Box 566, Waylan d, n ew
York or th e St . Th om as
Episcopal Ch urch , Bath , New
York 14810.

Arran gem en ts by Bon d-
Davis Fun eral Hom e of Bath ,
New York.

KIM BERLEE J.
(BARRETT)  CECIL

NASHVILLE, TN | Kim berlee
Jean n e (Barrett) Cecil, 54, of
Sm yrn a, d ied Sun day, Jan . 25,
2009 at  th e Cen ten n ial
Medical Cen ter after a lon g
batt le with  can cer.

Sh e was born  Ju ly 16, 1954
in  Bath , N.Y. to Ch arles an d
Doroth y (Pierson ) Barrett  of
Avoca, N.Y. an d is a 1972
graduate o f Avoca Cen t ral
Sch ool.

Sh e was an  office adm in is-
trator an d h ad been  em ployed
by Am erican  Airlin es.

Sh e is survived by h er h us-
ban d  o f 35 years, Ch arles
Cecil of Sm yrn a; two daugh -
ters, Valerie Cecil an d Pam ela
Cecil, also of Sm yrn a; paren ts,
Ch arles an d Doroth y Barrett
of Avoca, N.Y.; th ree broth ers,
Lon n ie (Lin da) Barret t  an d
Mich ael Barret t , o f Avoca,
N.Y.; Don ald Barrett  (Regin a
Van Derh off) of Savon a, N.Y.;
th ree sisters, Doroth ea (Dan )
Sn yder, Jen n ifer (Brad)
Gleason  an d Colleen  (Barry)
Ch rysler, o f Bath , N.Y.;
n um erous n ieces an d
n eph ews; an d  h er beloved
dog, Bella.

In  lieu of flowers, don ation s
can  be m ade in  Kim 's n am e to
th e Nat ion al Breast  Can cer
Foun dation  at www.n ation al-
breastcan cer.org.

LAW RENCE C. O’BRIAN

ERIE, PA |  Lawren ce C.
O’Brian , age 57, of 224 West
Fourth  Street, Erie, PA d ied
Th ursday, Jan uary 22, 2009 at
th e Erie VA Medical Cen ter in
Erie, PA.  Lawren ce was born
October 18, 1951 in  Corn in g,
NY.  He is th e son  of Lawren ce
an d th e late Lucille Evelyn
Ph illips O’Brian  Mon tgom ery,
Sr.  He m arried Lin da Orvek
on  October 30, 1976 in
Addison , NY.

He served in  th e U.S. Air
Force du rin g th e Vietn am
War from  Ju ly 6, 1971 to Jun e
12, 1974.  He was em ployed
by Corn in g Glass Works, in
Corn in g, NY, as a Glass
Tech n ician .  Lawren ce
en joyed h un t in g, Nascar, an d
all kin d of sports.  He was a

staun ch  Jeff Gordon  fan .  He
especially liked football an d
baseball.  Lawren ce was a
workah olic wh o loved spen d-
in g t im e with  h is fam ily an d
th ough t th e world  of h is ch il-
dren .

He is survived by h is wife,
Lin da (Orvek) O’Brian ; th ree
son s, Mich ael O ’Brian  o f
Nash ville, TN, Mark O’Brian
of Olean , NY, an d Matth ew
O’Brain  o f O lean , NY; h is
fath er, Robert  Mon tgom ery,
Sr; two sisters, Dawn  (Eugen e)
Button  of Th ruston , NY, an d
Barbara (Robert ) Kn app  o f
Ch esapeake, VA; an d h is two
bro th ers, Ch arles (Con n ie)
Allen  o f Add ison , NY an d
Robert  J. Mon tgom ery o f
Texas.  He also  h ad  on e
gran dch ild , Krist in  O’Brian  of

Galeton , PA.
He was predeceased by h is

m oth er, Lu cille Evelyn
Mon tgom ery.

Callin g h ours for Lawren ce
will be h eld at  Carpen ter’s
Fu n eral Hom e, LLC on
Th ursday, Jan uary 29, 2009
from  5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
Th e fun eral will be h eld at
11:00 AM on  Friday, Jan uary
30, 2009 at  Carpen ter’s
Fun eral Hom e, LLC, 14 East
Pu lten ey Street in  Corn in g,
NY.  Bu rial will be at  St .
Cath erin e’s Cem etery in
Add ison  with  Military
Hon ors.

Th ose wish in g m ay sen d
don at ion s in  Lawren ce’s
n am e to  th e Lawren ce
O’Brian  Mem orial Fun d, 34
Tuscarora Street, Addison , NY
14801.

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Jill R. Beese

ROCHESTER |  Jill R. Beese, 44,
o f Horseh eads, d ied  Su n day, 
Jan . 25, 2009 at  St ron g Mem orial
Hosp ital.

Sh e was a teach er at  Coh en
Elem en tary Sch ool in  Elm ira
Heigh ts an d a coach  at  Th om as A.
Edison  High  Sch ool.

Survivors in clude h er h usban d,
Rob Beese; four ch ild ren , Kate,
Allison , Jocelyn , Garret t ; h er m oth -
er an d step fath er, Jon e an d Bob
Sleeper of Horseh eads; h er fath er
an d stepm oth er, Rob an d Rh on da
Roy of Idah o; two sisters, Mich ele
Lester of Florida, Jill Ellio t  of North
Carolin a; a broth er, Mich ael Sleeper
of Oklah om a; gran dparen ts, Joh n
Keller an d Ruth  Roy.

Callin g h ours are 2-4 an d 7-9 p.m .
Th ursday at  First  Bapt ist  Ch urch  of
Horseh eads, 2293 Gran d Cen tral Ave.

Services will be h eld  th ere at  
10 a.m . Friday, Pastors Brian  Kain
an d Robert  Fin ch  officiat in g.

Burial will be in  Map le Grove
Cem etery, Horseh eads.

Arran gem en ts are with  Lyn ch
Fun eral Hom e, Horseh eads.

James A. Brownell

CORNING | Jam es A. Brown ell,
73, of Clen den n in g Road, Pain ted
Post , d ied Sun day, Jan . 25, 2009 at
Corn in g Hosp ital.

He h ad been  em ployed by
In gersoll Ran d an d h ad worked as a
salesm an  for Wilkin s Recreat ion al
Veh icles. He also own ed an d oper-
ated Jim ’s Am erican  service stat ion
in  Pain ted Post .

Survivors in clude h is wife, Sh irley
Stockdale; a daugh ter, Kim
Brown ell of Cam pbell; two son s,
Joseph  of Douglasville, Ga., Dan iel
Brown ell of Red Ban k, Ten n .; a sis-
ter, Marjorie Layton  of Beaver Dam s.

Services will be h eld at 5 p.m .
today at Ph illips Fun eral Hom e an d
Crem ation  Service, 17 W. Pulten ey St.

Leon H. Clark

W ELLSBORO, PA. | Leon  H.
Clark, 94, of Wellsboro, d ied
Mon day, Jan . 26, 2009 at  Green
Hom e.

He was a ret ired farm er an d a
ret ired em ployee of Borden  In c.

Survivors in clude two daugh ters,
Beatrice Hetrick of Boalsburg,
Elain e Blazosky of State College; a
broth er, Irvin  Clark of Wellsboro;
two sisters, Erm in a Lyon , Margaret
Neal, both  of Wellsboro.

Callin g h ours are 1-2 p .m .
Saturday at  Tussey-Mosh er Fun eral
Hom e, a “Life Celebrat ion  Hom e,”
139 Main  St .

Services will be h eld  th ere at  th e
con clusion  of callin g h ours at  
2 p .m . Satu rday, th e Rev. Eugen e A.
Ch arsky officiat in g.

Burial will be in  Sh um way Hill
Cem etery.

Marie G. Ferris

ELM IRA | Marie G. Ferris, 89, of
Beth an y Courtyards, Horseh eads,

form erly of Lawren ceville, Pa., d ied
Mon day, Jan . 26, 2009 at  Arn ot
Ogden  Medical Cen ter.

Sh e h ad worked as a teleph on e
operator an d h ad been  a sch ool bus
own er an d operator.

Survivors in clude h er h usban d,
Freem an  Ferris; a daugh ter, Lin da
Wolcot t  of Hon eoye Falls; two son s,
Ron ald  Youn g of Boilin g Sprin gs,
Pa., Jack Youn g of Lawren ceville, Pa.;
a stepson , Norm an  Ferris of Elm ira;
th ree stepdaugh ters, Jan et  Kester of
Macedon , Judy Jaworski of Bern -
ardsville, N.J., Nan cy Ferris of
Wh iteh ouse Stat ion , N.J.; a sister,
Lois Lauper of South  Carolin a.

Callin g h ours are 6-8 p .m . Friday
at  Ken yon  Fun eral Hom e, In c., 214
W. Main  St ., Elklan d, Pa., an d 
1-2 p .m . Satu rday at  Calvary
Un ited Meth od ist  Ch urch ,
Lawren ceville, Pa.

Services will be h eld  at  th e
ch urch  at  th e con clusion  of callin g
h ours at  2 p .m . Satu rday, th e 
Rev. Eun ice Lusk officiat in g.

Burial will be in  Nelson
Cem etery, Nelson , Pa.

Lawrence C. O’Brian

ERIE, PA. | Lawren ce C. O’Brian ,
57, of West Fourth  Street , d ied
Th ursday, Jan . 22, 2009 at  Erie VA
Medical Cen ter.

He was a U.S. Air Force veteran ,
servin g durin g th e Vietn am  War.
He h ad been  em ployed as a glass
tech n ician  for Corn in g Glass
Works.

Survivors in clude h is wife, Lin da
O’Brian ; th ree son s, Mich ael O’Brian
of Nash ville, Ten n ., Mark O’Brian
an d Matth ew O’Brian , both  of
Olean , N.Y.; h is fath er, Robert
Mon tgom ery Sr.; two sisters, Dawn
Button  of Th urston , N.Y., Barbara
Kn app of Ch esapeake, Va.; two
broth ers, Ch arles Allen  of Add ison ,
N.Y., Robert J. Mon tgom ery of Texas.

Callin g h ours are 5-7 p .m .
Th ursday at  Carpen ter’s Fun eral
Hom e, LLC, 14 E. Pu lten ey St .,
Corn in g, N.Y.

Services will be h eld  th ere at  
11 a.m . Friday.

Burial with  m ilitary h on ors will
be in  St . Cath erin e’s Cem etery,
Addison , N.Y.

Robbie J. Vaughns

ELM IRA | Robbie J. March
Vaugh n s, 59, died Saturday, Jan . 24,
2009 at Arn ot Ogden  Medical
Cen ter.

Sh e h ad worked for St . Joseph ’s
Hosp ital.

Survivors in clude h er h usban d,
th e Rev. Joh n n y Vaugh n s; a daugh -
ter, Carm en  Bell; h er m oth er,
Gladys March ; a broth er, Arth ur
March  Sr. 

Services will be h eld  at  n oon
Friday at  th e Ch urch  of Ch rist , 165
Miller St ., Horseh eads, Broth er
Steph en  Con n ors officiat in g.

Arran gem en ts are with  Acly-
Stover Fun eral Hom e, Corn in g.
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■ The Leader publishes death notices free of charge. 
Obituaries are paid advertisements.
■ The deadline for death notices is 8 p.m. every day.
They may be faxed to 936-9939. Death notices will
only be accepted from funeral directors.
■ Paid obituaries may be submitted:
Weekdays | Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday, by calling 936-4651.
Weekends and holidays | Between 9 a.m. and noon by
calling 936-4651, Ext. 652.
■ Paid obituaries may also be faxed during the above
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M egan F rances P hilip
1983 ~ 2001

You are sadly missed
by your family and
we think of you everyday.

Until we meet again,

Your Mom

BY HILLEL ITALIE
AP National Writer

NEW  YORK | Joh n  Updike, th e
Pulitzer Prize-win n in g n ovelist, pro-
lific m an  of let ters an d  erud ite
ch ron icler of sex, d ivorce an d oth er
adven tures in  th e postwar prim e of
th e Am erican  em pire, d ied Tuesday
at age 76.

Updike, best kn own  for h is four
“Rabbit” n ovels, d ied of lun g can cer
at  a h osp ice n ear h is h om e in
Beverly Farm s, Mass., accordin g to
h is lon gtim e publish er, Alfred A.
Kn opf.

A literary writer wh o frequen tly
appeared on  best-seller lists, th e tall,
h awk-n osed Updike wrote n ovels,
sh ort stories, poem s, crit icism , th e
m em oir “Self-Con sciousn ess” an d
even  a fam ous essay about baseball
great Ted William s.

He released m ore th an  50 books in
a career th at started in  th e 1950s,
win n in g virtually every literary prize,
in cludin g two Pulitzers, for “Rabbit Is
Rich ” an d “Rabbit at Rest,” an d two
Nation al Book Awards.

Alth ough  h im self deprived of a
Nobel, h e did bestow it  upon  on e of
h is fict ion al ch aracters, Hen ry Bech ,
th e wom an izin g, egotist ical Jewish
n ovelist wh o collected th e literature
prize in  1999.

His sett in gs ran ged from  th e court
of “Ham let” to postcolon ial Africa,
bu t  h is literary h om e was th e
Am erican  suburb, th e great n ew ter-
ritory of m id-cen tury fict ion .

Born  in  1932, Updike spoke for
m illion s of Depression -era readers
raised by “pen n y-pin ch in g paren ts,”
un ited by “th e patriot ic coh esion  of
World War II” an d blessed by a “d is-
proport ion ate sh are of th e world ’s
resources,” th e postwar, suburban
boom  of “idealist ic careers an d early
m arriages.”

He cap tu red , an d  som et im es
em bodied, a gen erat ion ’s con fusion
over th e civil righ ts an d wom en ’s
m ovem en ts, an d opposit ion  to th e
Vietn am  War. Updike was called a
m isogyn ist, a racist an d an  apologist
for th e establish m en t. On  purely lit -
erary groun ds, h e was attacked by
Norm an  Mailer as th e kin d  o f
auth or appreciated by readers wh o
kn ew n oth in g about writ in g. Last
year, judges of Britain ’s Bad Sex in
Fict ion  Prize voted Updike lifet im e
ach ievem en t h on ors.

But m ore often  h e was praised for
h is flowin g, poet ic writ in g style.
Describ in g a m an ’s in terrup ted

quest to m ake love, Updike liken ed
it  “to a sm all an gel to wh ich  all
aftern oon  t in y lead  weigh ts are
attach ed.”

Noth in g was too great  or too
sm all for Updike to poeticize. He
m igh t rh apsodize over th e film  pro-
jector’s “ch ucklin g wh ir” or look to
th e stars an d observe th at “th e un i-
verse is perfect ly tran sparen t: we
exist as flaws in  an cien t glass.”

In  th e rich est detail, h is books
recorded th e extrem es of earth ly
desire an d  sp iritual zealo t ry,
wh eth er th e com ic ph ilan derin g of
th e p reach er in  “A Mon th  o f
Sun days” or th e steady rage of th e
youn g Muslim  in  “Terrorist.” Raised
in  th e Protestan t  com m un ity of
Sh illin gton , Pa., wh ere th e Lord’s
Prayer was recited daily at sch ool,
Updike was a lifelon g ch urch goer
in fluen ced by h is faith , bu t n ot
im m un e to doubts.

“I rem em ber th e t im es wh en  I was
wrestlin g with  th ese issues th at I
would feel crush ed. I was crush ed by
th e purely m aterialist ic, ath eist ic
accoun t of th e un iverse,” Updike
told Th e Associated Press durin g a
2006 in terview.

“I am  very pron e to accept all th at
th e scien tists tell us, th e tru th  of it ,
th e auth ority of th e efforts of all th e
m en  an d wom an  spen t tryin g to
un derstan d m ore about atom s an d
m olecules. But I can ’t  qu ite m ake

th e leap of un faith , as it  were, an d
say, ‘Th is is it . Carpe diem  (seize th e
day), an d tough  luck.’”

He received h is greatest acclaim
for th e “Rabbit” series, a quartet of
n ovels publish ed over a 30-year
span  th at featured ex-h igh  sch ool
basketball star Harry “Rabbit ”
An gstrom  an d h is rest less adjust-
m en t to adulth ood an d th e con -
strain ts of work an d fam ily. To th e
very en d, Harry was in  m otion , an
in n ocen t in  h is belief th at an y door
could be open ed, a believer in  God
even  as h e bedded wom en  oth er
th an  h is wife.

Th e series “to m e is th e tale of a
life, a life led by an  Am erican  cit izen
wh o sh ares th e n ation al passion  for
you th , freedom , an d  sex, th e
n ation al open n ess an d willin gn ess
to  learn , th e n at ion al h abit  o f
im provisat ion ,” Updike would later
write. “He is fu rth erm ore a
Protestan t, h aun ted by a God wh ose
m an ifestat ion s are elusive, yet all-
im portan t.”

Oth er n otable books in cluded
“Couples,” a sexually explicit  tale of
suburban  m atin g th at sold m illion s
of copies; “In  th e Beauty of th e
Lilies,” an  epic of Am erican  faith
an d fan tasy; an d “Too Far to Go,”
wh ich  followed th e courtsh ip, m ar-
riage an d divorce of th e Maples, a
suburban  couple with  parallels to
Updike’s own  first m arriage.

MASSA
Continued from 3A

Massa b lasted  form er
Presiden t George W. Bush  for
fun din g th e in vasion  of Iraq
largely th rough  borrowin g
from  coun tries like Ch in a.

“I do n ot like deficit spen d-
in g,” Massa said. “Ideologically
I am  again st it, but th e cost of
n ot actin g will poten tially spiral
th is coun try in to a great depres-
sion . Th e question  is, h ow to
get it righ t?”

Massa said  th e two m ajor
risks of deficit  spen d in g are
th e deflat ion  of th e dollar an d
an  in creasin g debt  for fu tu re

gen erat ion s.
“If we don ’t  do th is today,

our ch ildren  m ay n ot h ave an
econ om y wh ere th ey can  seek
em ploym en t,” h e said.

Massa said th ere’s broad sup-
port from  both  sides of th e
aisle for Obam a’s st im u lus
package.

“I th in k, as I said sin ce day
on e, th ere is a t rem en dous
sen se of urgen cy in  Con gress,”
Massa said. “Th at urgen cy is
bein g tran slated in to act ion .”

Massa d ism issed th e com -
plain ts of som e Republican s in
Con gress wh o say Obam a’s
st im ulus package is too h eavy
on  n ew spen din g an d does n ot
con tain  en ough  tax cuts.

TRUCK
Continued from 3A

th e fire district with  a truck th at in corpo-
rates all of th e n ew Nation al Fire Protection
Association  safety features, Sm ith  said. Th e
purch ase would avoid th e 2010 em ission s
upch arge an d ch assis cost in crease, wh ich
is estim ated to be $8,000 to $10,000.

Th e public vote is n ecessary because th e
fire district com m ission ers will likely n eed
to borrow m on ey to purch ase th e truck.

“Wh en  we talk about payin g $315,000,
you h ave to th in k m y life is worth  it , th e
residen ts’ life is worth  it ,” said  Doug
Crooker, a 32-year m em ber of th e fire
departm en t. “Wh en  firefigh ters go out to
a fire, we h ave to protect ourselves an d
th e people.”

John Updike dies at 76

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this 2006 photo, author John Updike takes part  in  a panel discus-
sion at  BookExpo America 2006 in Washington.

http://www.national-
mailto:c_service@the-leader.com
/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=3A&date=2009-01-28&pub=
/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=3A&date=2009-01-28&pub=

