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Learning English harde
for illiterate Immigrants

BY HEATHER
HOLLINGSW ORTH
Associated Press Writer

KANSAS CITY, MO. | Before
Bob Jansen can teach Englis
to the adult immigrants in his
lowest-level class, he has tq
show about a quarter of then
how to hold a pencil.

Adult education teacherg
like Jansen are finding them
selves starting from scratch a
uneducated immigrants and
refugees from conflict regiong
of Africa and rural areas of
Mexico and Central Americal
flock to the United States.

An estimated 400,000 lega
and 350,000 illegal immi-j&s
grants are unable to read o
write even in their native lan-
guage, according to a July
2007 report from the
Migration Policy Institute, an
independent Washington
think tank.

“It takes a lot of patience to
teach this class,” said Janser

"\
an instructor at the Don —
Bosco Community Center. THEASSOCIATED PRESS

During one recent session ma Kennedy, from Tanzania, tries to spell out the word
Jansen drew male and femal Kit” during a spelling exercise in Bob Jnsen’s En glish 1 class
stick figures on the dry eraseat the Don Bosco Community Center in Kansas City, Mo

hoard and taped pictures Ofdlf2’;1re from, many of her classDavid Holsclaw, director of Don

;elgennésriggdes &fetransspk%rtt?;'g:_mates respond with theirBosco Community Center’s
Students crafted sentences likd 2™ €S OF ac}dresses. English as a _Second Language
“He is on the orange airplane.” " The immigrants, some ofProgram, which serves a}‘bout
His students, including five"_\’hc’r_n at_tended school for the?,5 students a year. "And
somali women clad in longrst time in refugee camps, tencanother hand of the governr
ﬂounder a|ongside Classment IS maklng it hard to serve

head scarves, also recite tht° .
’ ; ates who attended school ithem because they want to tie
alphabet and practice vowe[" our funding to testing.”

sounds. Others in the clas&h@ir native countries. ,
come from other African coun- More states are looking at Its easy to understand why
migrants struggle if they

tries as well as Latin AmericaStudent performance as they™ ; . . .
Asia and the Middle East. decide how to distribute fed-arent literate in their native

One of the studentseral dollars to programs thatanguages, said Barbara Van
Rebeka Goup, did not attendfovide English classes forHorn, co-director of the
any school in her nativeadult immigrants. Goodling  Institute  for
Sudan before she come to the Those who teach the stuResearch in Family Literacy af
U.S. in 2000. dents say they are penalizedennsylvania State University.

“| need to learn English tofor their slow progress, and “They haven't made the
talk to people,” said Goup,are discouraged from offeringconnection between their ora
who is one of the most fluentthem separate classes. language and the fact that
students in the class but “One hand of the govern-what is printed, those letters

speaks in broken English ment is letting preliterate peo+epresent sounds that are usgd improve science facilities.

Asked in English where theyple come here as refugees,” saitb make up words,” she said
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Today will be cloudy with
scattered snow showers or
mix, highsin the upper

Forecast highs for Wednesday, Dec. 19  sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

Tonight will be cloudy with
scattered snow showers and
lowsin the mid

Thursday will be mostly
cloudy with a 30 percent
chance of snow showers and
highsin the mid-

Thursday night will be
mostly cloudy with lows
15 to 20.
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In 1967, arecord 83 inches of

YESTERDAY TODAY TOMORROW snow covered the ground at
H Io Pre H D Otk H Io Otk X
b y Hagstaff, Ariz. The heavy
Alban: 29 2 32 14 Snow 35 25 Cl H H H
Boston 32 18 01 38 23  Sow 35 3 sow Snows |nfllc_ted great hardship
Brownsville 74 63 .01 79 63 Cldy 81 66 PCldy on reservations.
Buffalo 34 22 37 26 Cldy 32 27 Cldy
Chicago 37 20 33 22 PCldy 35 23 Cldy
Cincinnati 42 18 39 33 Rain 46 29 Cldy
Cleveland 36 18 35 31 Cldy 37 29 Cldy
Denver 45 25 48 23 PCldy 47 23 PCldy
Little Rock 58 33 60 39 PCldy 61 49 Rain
Los Angeles 58 54 .09 64 49 PCldy 64 49  PCldy
Memphis 54 37 60 43 PCldy 58 49 Rain
New Orleans 65 40 73 53 Cldy 73 60 Rain
New York City 37 29 47 29 Cldy 43 35 PCldy
Omaha 36 18 36 15 PCldy 35 20 Rain
Orlando 71 43 74 50 PCldy 75 51 PCldy
Philadelphia 38 27 47 25 Cldy 46 29 PCldy MOON PHASES
Phoenix 67 43 63 44 PCldy 64 45 PCldy
Pittsburgh 37 18 38 28 Cldy 38 26 Cldy ast
Portland,Maine 27 5 28 9 Show 30 27 Show First Full New
Portland,Ore. 52 40 .26 46 38 Rain 41 39 Rain
Providence 35 14 42 19 Show 39 30 Show
Rchmond 43 21 52 27 Cldy 50 29 PCldy
Sacramento 54 49 .50 51 44 Rain 51 44 Rain
S Louis 47 26 45 29 PCldy 45 36 Cldy
S Petersburg 70 49 71 54 PCldy 73 57 PCldy AN.17 DEC.24 DEC.31 X2N.10
St Lake City 40 21 42 31 Show 40 34 Show
San Antonio 75 50 74 51 Cldy 81 58 PCldy
San Diego 61 48 63 53 PCldy 62 51 PCldy
SnFancico 57 50 79 56 46 Rain 55 51 Rin SUNRISE | SUNSET
San Jian,PR 83 72 83 71 Clr 83 73 PCldy
Santa Fe 46 16 45 21 PCldy 46 23 PCldy . i
Seattle 45 38 37 46 39 Rain 2 39 Rin Sunrise today 7:32
Shreveport 64 36 70 46 PCldy 71 58 PCldy Sunset today 4:38
Soux Falls 32 19 33 12 PCldy 32 20 PCldy .
Spokane 37 30 .19 36 30 Show 35 27 Cldy Sunrise Thursday 7:33
Syracuse 31 22 .09 35 23 Snow 33 27 Snow Sunset Thursday 4:39
Tampa 72 43 73 52 PCldy 74 55 PCldy
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trict’s $3.4 million maintenance
ast High roof. District officials hope
ime to have construction begin in

Voters approved the Corning-Painted Post school dis
plan, which called for partial replacement of the E

to receive State Education Department approval in t
the summer.

Continued froml[l school board President Bill State education law man-
Carlson said. “Especially in dates school districts must

“It's huge,” Ginalski said. lieu of the previous lack of have a five-year maintenance
“I've said from the beginning communication. District plan in place. Carlson said the
we needed a win for many officials spent a lot of time board and administration will

reasons. It's very uplifting as visiting different groups of look at the fifth year of their

we move into the new year.” people.” current plan in spring and
To educate the public about Officials now hope to begin development of a new
the project, district officials receive approval from the plan in the fall.

held meetings with PTA State Education Department The board will certify the
groups and community and put the project out to bid vote results at today’s board
organizations. in time so work can begin at meeting at 7:30 p.m. at Hugh

“That certainly helped,” the end of the school year. Gregg Elementary School.

REECTED

Continued from 1E|

the district’s debt limit, the dis- and unit ventilators as well as
trict needed 60 percentmaking electrical upgrades.

In Hornell, voters approved approval for the project to pass. The district also planned to
the $75.2 million capital proj- The project included energy make technological up-
ect, 719-685, but because thesaving steps such replacinggrades, such as adding Smart
project would have exceededthe roof, air handling units boards.

KUHL

Continued from 1E ing program. once again delivered for the
B $43,000 for University of dijstrict.

B $292,000 for St. Bonaventure for an entrepre-
Bonaventure University tech- neurship center.
nology upgrades. B $752,000 for .

W $195,000 for Elmira University Rural ed to provide college educa-
College technology upgrades. Institute. tion to women back to use,”

W $97,000 for Alfred Thomas Meier, president of Meier said. “We thank Kuhl for
University psychologist train- Elmira College, said Kuhl has his unyielding support.”
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Continued from 1/A |

the historic first building of

Alfred the world’s first college found-

Justice

done better, but largely by the state tried to attract more
expanding government posi-manufacturing and profes-
construction have been offsettions, he said. sional jobs.
by declines in leisure and hos- “I believe in the services “We know what the prob-
pitality, professional and busi- government provides but it lemsare and the problem isthe
ness services, and manufacshould never be a growth high cost of doing business,”
turing,” officials wrote in the industry anywhere,” he said. he said. “When will the state
report. Santulli said the report givesbegin to tighten its budget?”
However, Chemung County a constructive view of where “When you go to Albany,
Executive Tom Santulli said the state has been and whereveryone wants to tell you how
more jobs have been createdt’s headed. wonderful everything is — every-
over the last few years and The report said the state isthingisn't wonderful,” he said.
many area companies contin-moving toward a service- Locally, the county has
ue to give positive outlooks based economy. More jobsworked hard to consolidate
for 2008. will surface in education and and share services to cut costs,
Chemung County led the health, leisure and hospitality, Santulli said. However, the
state in private sector job professional and businessstate is not currently providing
growth and was third in creat- services, and finance. a level playing field with costly
ing those jobs in 2007, he But Santulli is concerned taxes and as a result, businesses
said. that a service economy is notand people have fled to other
Other parts of the state havesustainable and would preferstates and abroad.

SENATE

Continued from 1@

increases for most domesticspending, most of that spend-
programs and containeding would have passed on an
“Congress refuses to rein innumerous cutbacks and pro-emergency basis anyway. It's
its wasteful spending or curb gram eliminations. not added into the baseline of
its corruption,” said Rep. John “The omnibus bill largely the budget.”
Shadegg, R-Ariz. Conservativesyields to the President’s top- The bill passed the House
estimated the measure condine budget numbers, but itlate Monday. Under an
tained at least $28 billion in also addresses some of thainusual legislative two-step,
domestic spending abovebottom-line priorities of the the Iraq portion of the bill
Bush's budget, funded by aAmerican people,” said Sen.would be returned to the
combination of “emergency” Tom Harkin, D-lowa. “The House on Wednesday, with
spending, transfers from theGrinch tried to steal Republicans supplying the
defense budget, budget gim-Christmas, but we didn't let winning margin. That vote, if
micks and phantom savings. him get all of it.” successful, would send the
With Bush winning the $70 Democrats were able to fill entire omnibus bill to Bush
billion infusion of troop fund- in most of the cuts by usingfor his signature.
ing, other Republicans mutedthe very budgetary sleight of Democrats succeeded in
their criticism. hand lambasted by conservateversing cuts sought by Bush
“I do think the president hastive groups such as the Clubto heating subsidies, local law
a victory here,” said House for Growth and Citizens enforcement, Amtrak and
Minority Whip Roy Blunt, R- Against Government Waste. housing as well as Bush'’s plan
Mo. But the win was hardly The White House, which to eliminate the $654 million
clear-cut for Republicans hop-maintained a hard line for budget for grants to commu-
ing the president would emergemonths, has been far morenity action agencies that help
from the monthslong battle forgiving in recent days, the poor.
with Democrats over the budgetaccepting $11 billion in Democrats also reversed
with a result that would more “emergency” spending for Bush-sought cuts to state and
clearly demonstrate to coreveterans, drought relief, bor-local law enforcement grants,
GOP voters the partys commit-der security and firefighting aid to community action
ment to fiscal discipline. accounts, among others.groups and airport modern-
While disappointed by ced- Other budget moves addedization grants.
ing Irag funding to Bush, billions more. Democrats also added fund-
Democrats hailed the pending “Congress did come down ing for food programs, subsi-
appropriations bill for to the president’s overall top dies to community develop-
smoothing the rough edges ofline,” White House press sec-ment banks and Homeland
Bush’s February budget plan,retary Dana Perino said. “And Security Department grants to
which sought below-inflation in regards of the emergencyfirst responders.
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