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ARTIST’S VIEWAction  n eeded
to en courage
volun teerin g

A m an power sh ortage
in  th e South
Corn in g Volun teer

Fire Departm en t h as resulted
in  th e corps n o lon ger bein g
able to respon d to em ergen cy
m edical calls.

Like m an y oth er depart-
m en ts, m em bersh ip in  th e
South  Corn in g departm en t
h as dwin dled over th e years.
In  just a year an d a h alf,
m em bersh ip h as fallen  from
38 to 20. Moreover, on ly five
m em bers are cert ified to give
m edical treatm en t.

It ’s typ ical of wh at’s h ap-
pen ed to m an y volun teer fire
com pan ies an d am bulan ce
crews – h ere an d th rough out
th e n ation . Mem bersh ip
n um bers are down , an d keep
goin g down . 

Statewide, th e n um ber of
volun teer firefigh ters h as fall-
en  from  140,000 in  th e early
1990s to aroun d 110,000
today. Th e n um ber of volun -
teer em ergen cy m edical tech -
n ician s dropped from  m ore
th an  50,000 to 35,000 durin g
th at t im e.

In deed, m an y departm en ts
like South  Corn in g an d oth -
ers in  th e rural areas are just
a few m em bers away from
h avin g to sh ut down  alto-
geth er.

Th ere’s m an y reason s for
th is t ren d , bu t  on e of th e
m ost  pervasive is th at  vo l-
un teerin g is t im e con sum -

in g. Not  on ly does it  take
t im e to respon d to calls, bu t
it  requ ires a lo t  o f t rain in g,
especially for EMTs. Man y
fo lks sim p ly don ’t  h ave th e
t im e or don ’t  th in k its
worth  in vest in g th e t im e to
jo in  a corps.

Steuben  Coun ty an d m an y
oth er areas h ave tried to
en courage volun teerism  by
offerin g in cen t ives like
assessm en t reduct ion s.
Th ey’ve h ad very m in im al
success, in  part , because
th ose ben efits are taxable by
federal govern m en t.

Both  state an d federal legis-
lat ion  is n ecessary to correct
th is situat ion .

First, a federal law is n eed-
ed to exem pt in cen tives
afforded to fire an d m edical
volun teers. 

Secon d, state legislat ion  is
n eeded to in crease fun din g
for train in g an d to en h an ce
th e ben efits to in clude
in com e tax deduction s an d
h ealth  in suran ce p lan s. A bill
to m eet th ose goals h ave
passed th e state Sen ate an d
are await in g act ion  in  th e
Assem bly.

Action  is n ecessary to pre-
ven t oth er volun teer fire an d
am bulan ce corps from  losin g
m ore m an power an d even tu-
ally sh utt in g down . Th ey
provide a vital public service
th at n eeds both  recogn it ion
an d reward.
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More show than shift
I n  th e weeks leadin g

up to th is week’s
an n ual sum m it of

in dustrial n at ion s, th e
Wh ite House h as m odulat-
ed Presiden t Bush ’s stan ce
on  a n um ber of issues to
brin g h im  m ore in  lin e
with  h is fellow Western
leaders.

It  in creased U.S. fun ds to
figh t HIV/AIDS in  Africa,
stren gth en ed san ction s
again st Sudan  to curb gen o-
cide in  Darfur, an d pro-
posed a n ew approach  for a
fresh  roun d of talks on
global warm in g.

Th e presiden t even  sug-
gested h e looks forward to
ph asin g out th e U.S. com -
bat role in  Iraq.

Aside from  th e prospect
of frien dlier atm osph erics
at th e session s in  Germ an y,
h owever, it ’s un clear h ow
m uch  h as really ch an ged
on  issues th at d ivide Bush
from  th is n ation ’s h istoric
allies in  Europe. On ly elec-
t ion  of a n ew Am erican
adm in istrat ion  is likely to
brin g th e policy ch an ges
th at would do th at.

An d Bush  sh owed n o
sign  of give on  th e issue
th at h as oversh adowed h is
trip  an d ch illed U.S. rela-
t ion s with  Russia: h is p lan
to in stall a radar base an d
in terceptor m issiles for a
n ew m issile defen se system
in  two dem ocrat ic succes-
sors to Eastern  Europe’s
on etim e Soviet satellites,
Polan d an d th e Czech
Republic.

Th at could cause som e
ten se m om en ts wh en  Bush
m eets Russian  Presiden t
Vladim ir Putin  today. But,
despite Wh ite House efforts
to m in im ize th e differ-
en ces, th e m ajor d ivid in g
poin t between  Bush  an d
h is fellow G-8 leaders is
global warm in g.

Th e presiden t con tin ues
to reject th e call by
Germ an y’s An gela Merkel,
th is year’s h ost, for a
m an datory global cap on
green h ouse gas em ission s.

In stead, h e favors talks to
develop a looser, coun try-
by-coun try approach .

In deed, wh ile th e Wh ite
House drew som e plaudits
for m akin g a posit ive pro-
posal, its p lan  seem s likely
to push  th e issue beyon d
h is adm in istrat ion , raisin g
th e question  of wh eth er it ’s
prim arily a p loy to ease its
n egative im age.

Iraq rem ain s a sore poin t
with  th e allies. St ill, Bush ’s
May 24 com m en t th at h e’d
u lt im ately like “a d ifferen t
con figurat ion ” – in  wh ich
U.S. troops m ain ly train
Iraqis an d protect border
security wh ile special forces
ch ase suspected al-Qaida
elem en ts – was th e first
con crete sign  h e m ay be
easin g h is resistan ce to
reducin g forces.

But th e presiden t’s words
seem ed m ain ly aim ed at
growin g con cern  am on g
Republican s th at failure to
ch art a clear path  out of Iraq
could create an oth er GOP
electoral disaster n ext year.

Th ough  som e officials
im m ediately suggested th e
possibility of sign ifican t
cuts in  U.S. com bat forces
n ext year, oth ers said th at
was prem ature an d depen d-
ed on  even ts over th e en su-
in g m on th s.

At presen t, of course, th e
Un ited States is st ill
in creasin g its troop
stren gth  as part of th e
“surge” aim ed at curbin g
violen ce in  Bagh dad. Even
n ow, th ere h ave been  som e
suggestion s from  th e m ili-
tary th at th e force level is
st ill too low to h ave th e
desired effect.

As for wh at follows a
plan n ed Septem ber review
of th e situat ion , a serious
question  rem ain s as to
wh eth er even  a m odest cut
in  troops will h alt  risin g
dom estic pressure to with -
draw all com bat forces.

Th e adm in istrat ion  does
n ot seem  to h ave h elped
itself by com parin g its
expectat ion  of an  exten ded

U.S. presen ce in  Iraq to th e
presen ce of n early 40,000
U.S. troops in  Korea som e
50 years after h ost ilit ies
en ded th ere.

Still, n on e of th is sug-
gests th at Bush  is so wed-
ded to h is posit ion s th at
h e’s in capable of ch an ge. In
th e past, h e h as reversed
course in  a n um ber of
in stan ces.

Nin e m on th s after th e
9/11 attacks, h e dropped
h is opposit ion  an d pro-
posed creation  of a Cabin et-
level Departm en t of
Hom elan d Security. He
opposed an  in depen den t
probe of th e terrorist attacks
an d th en  accepted on e.

But on  m atters about
wh ich  h e really cares, h is
ch an ges are often  m ore tac-
t ical th an  substan tive. In
2001, h e reduced th e cost
of h is tax cut p lan  by m ak-
in g it  expire after n in e
years, believin g polit ical
pressures would en sure its
exten sion .

Th ough  m an y cuts will
u lt im ately be exten ded, th e
exten t m ay depen d on
wh eth er a Dem ocrat or a
Republican  win s th e 2008
elect ion .

Bush  also agreed to h igh er
fun din g levels to get h is No
Ch ild Left Beh in d education
bill passed. But h e h as con -
tin ually resisted Dem ocratic
efforts to provide th e full
am oun t of m on ey.

Given  th at h istory,
th ere’s reason  to th in k h is
pre-sum m it tweakin g of
posit ion s was design ed
m ore to en sure p leasan t
session s on  th e Balt ic sea-
coast th an  to produce sig-
n ifican t sh ifts in  policy.

■ Carl P. Leubsdorf is
Washington bureau chief of
the Dallas Morning News.
Readers may writ e to him at
the Dallas Morning News
Washington bureau, 1325 G
St reet  NW, Suite 250,
Washington, D.C. 20005, or
via e-mail at : cleubsdorf@
dallasnews.com.

GUEST EDITORIAL | REP. JOHN R. “RANDY” KUHL JR.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Look more closely
at Kuhl’s funding

TO THE EDITOR | On
May 24, USA Today ran  a
m ajor art icle on  “h ow well-
fun ded in terests seek to
in fluen ce Con gress.” It
described h ow lobbyists
fun n el large am oun ts of
m on ey to selected House
m em bers by spon sorin g
cam paign  fun draisin g
even ts an d h ow represen ta-
t ives in vite lobbyists to
h ave breakfast or lun ch  –
for a fee.

I really got upset wh en  I
d iscovered th e art icle fea-

tured a large p icture of
Ran dy Kuh l an d a state-
m en t th at “th e cam paign
of Ran dy Kuh l, R-N.Y., a
tran sportat ion  com m ittee
m em ber, is askin g $500
from  in dividuals an d
$1,000 for PACs for lun ch
at th e Am erican  Truckin g
Associat ion  h eadquarters.” 

If 100 people com e at
$750 each , th at ’s $75,000
straigh t in to Ran dy’s re-
elect ion  fun d.

An d we’re supposed to
believe th ere are n o strin gs
attach ed? Or don ’t  polit i-
cian s care wh at we th in k?
Wh y would truckin g lobby-

ists h elp Ran dy get re-elect-
ed to represen t us? Maybe
Ran dy would d iscuss th is at
on e of h is town  h all m eet-
in gs. Maybe h e’ll just say
th at oth er polit ician s do it .

We obviously can ’t
expect lifelon g polit ician s
wh o ben efit  from  th is
deeply flawed system  to
ch an ge it . Th e on ly way is
to elect people wh o prom -
ise n ot to take lobbyist
m on ey an d prom ise to pro-
pose legislat ion  th at m akes
acceptin g it  illegal.

John Benson
Hornby

Massa’s letter inaccurate

I h ave to say th at I was-
n ’t  surprised to read th e
m an y in accuracies th at

m y form er oppon en t wrote
in  h is latest “Letter to th e
Editor” on  im m igrat ion , but
I was surprised to read it  in
your paper with out h avin g
first h eard from  The Leader to
ask if th ese wild accusation s
were, in  fact, true. Just like
th e cam paign  of last year,
Mr. Massa seem s to th rive on
m akin g wild accusation s
about m y posit ion s even
th ough  a qu ick call to m y
office would prove h is letter
to be com pletely false.

First, last year’s Dem ocrat
n om in ee claim s th at I am
n ot a supporter of a guest
worker program  for th e agri-
cu ltural sector. It ’s been
widely reported th at I am  a
h uge propon en t of develop-
in g a guest worker program
for im m igran ts wh o wish  to
legally en ter th e Un ited
States, work in  our agricu l-
tural sector, an d return  to
th eir h om e n ation s wh en
th ey are don e. I wrote to th e
Republican  leadersh ip of th e
109th  Con gress askin g th em
to brin g th is legislat ion  to
th e floor in  2006, an d I
wrote a letter to th e n ewly
elected Dem ocrat Leadersh ip
askin g th em  to do th e sam e
early th is year.

I do n ot support allowin g
illegal alien s to “jum p ah ead
in  lin e” of th e m illion s of
oth ers wh o are wait in g to
legally becom e cit izen s of
our n ation  by followin g th e
law. I support a guest worker
program  th at does n ot

in clude am n esty. Period.
Secon d, th is defeated can -

didate for Con gress claim s
th at I “support” Presiden t
Bush ’s im m igrat ion  reform
plan . I h aven ’t  taken  a posi-
t ion  on  th is p lan  because it
h asn ’t  appeared in  paper
h ere in  th e House. Th erefore,
I h ave n o idea wh at it  would
en tail. As even  an  elem en tary
sch ool studen t could tell
you, Presiden t Bush  is n ot a
Mem ber of Con gress an d
th erefore is n ot able to in tro-
duce legislat ion  in  Con gress.
Th at privilege is reserved for
cit izen s wh o h ave been  elect-
ed to serve in  Con gress.

Mr. Massa h as also stated
th at I “voted again st” a guest
worker program  because I
voted for a bill to stren gth en
th e border – legislat ion  with
th e sole purpose of address-
in g security at th e border
an d n ot at all about reform -
in g th e im m igrat ion  system .
It ’s laugh able to suggest th at
vot in g for a bill th at is silen t
on  an  issue m ean s th at
som eon e is “again st” th at
issue. Yet Mr. Massa h as lied
to th e public before in  th is
regard wh en  h e said th at I
“voted again st” a raise in  th e
m in im um  wage because it
wasn ’t  in cluded in  a bill,
wh en  in  fact I was cospon sor
of a bill to raise th e federal
m in im um  wage, an d h ad
stated publicly th at I would
vote for an  in crease!  

So th an k you, Mr. Massa,
for provid in g everyon e with
an  un fortun ately n ot-so-rare
glim pse of h ow you p lan  to
run  your fu ture cam paign s.  

The Ryckman
factor in the
mayoral race
in Corning

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

For th e lack of a better
term , I’ll call it  th e
Ryckm an  factor.

I’m  referrin g to Corn in g
City Man ager Mark
Ryckm an  an d th e un willin g
role h e could p lay in
Corn in g City m ayor’s race. 

I say
u n willin g
becau se
Ryckm an  is
a bu reau -
crat , n o t  a
po lit ician .
He’s a pu b-
lic servan t ,
n o t  an

elected  o fficial an d  is care-
fu l n o t  to  b lu r th e lin es
between  th e two.

But h e’s already seeped
in to th e cam paign s of
Mayor Fran k Cocch o an d
Republican  ch allen ger Tom
Reed.

Reed dropped Ryckm an ’s
n am e just  m om en ts in to
an n oun cin g h is can d idacy
last  week. He praised th e
city m an ager for th e job
h e’s don e, som eth in g I
th in k h e said  sin cerely bu t
with  purpose.

It  was a subtle referen ce to
Ryckm an ’s job security an d a
special city coun cil com m it-
tee recen tly set up to exam -
in e h ow th e city m an ager is
an n ually evaluated for h is
pay raise. Ryckm an ’s con -
tract st ipu lates h e m ust
agree to h ow h e is evaluated
so an y ch an ges th e coun cil
wish es to m ake could on ly
com e in  th e form  of a rec-
om m en dation . Ult im ately,
th e fin al decision  rests with
Ryckm an .

Wh y th e coun cil wan ts to
m ess with  Ryckm an ’s con -
tract is an yon e’s guess. Wh y
does it  do m ost of th e th in gs
it  does?

Word from  th e coun cil
was it  wan ts th e process sim -
plified an d updated. Oth ers
view it  as a m isguided way
to pressure Ryckm an  to be
m ore of a team  player an d to
ben d to th e wish es of th e
m ayor an d h is wife, th e 6th
Ward coun cilm an . Man y feel
th e m ayor wan ts to even tu-
ally weaken  th e posit ion ,
eith er th rough  in t im idation
or an  actual ch arter ch an ge.

Th e worry both  in  an d out
of city h all is th at Ryckm an
will get fed up, pack up h is
fam ily an d leave city govern -
m en t to th e Cocch os an d
th eir frien ds.

I’d be rem iss n ot to m en -
t ion  th at th e m ayor praises
Ryckm an  publicly. He even
gave h im  a pat on  th e back
for th e 2007-08 city budget
th at raises taxes n early 6 per-
cen t even  th ough  Cocch o
said in  Jan uary h e wan ted a
spen din g p lan  with  lit t le or
n o tax in crease. 

Th at’s certain ly out of
ch aracter with  th e old Fran k
Cocch o wh o used to figh t
again st tax h ikes wh en  h e
served as 6th  Ward alder-
m an . Perh aps it ’s all th e
m ore reason  to question  th e
m otivat ion  to form  th e eval-
uation  com m ittee.

Polit ically, it  sure seem s
like a bad m ove for th e
m ayor an d on e th at Reed
m ay take advan tage of.
Ryckm an  is well respected
th rough out th e city for th e
job h e’s don e.

Som e could view th is elec-
t ion  as a tacit  en dorsem en t
of Ryckm an ’s job. A vote for
Reed sh ows support for
Ryckm an , wh ereas a vote for
Cocch o ...
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